
Volume XVIII, Issue 6 January 2016

The Congregation of St. Athanasius 
A Congregation of the Pastoral Provision of Pope John Paul II for the Anglican Usage of the Roman Rite 

http://www.locutor.net

@Contra Mundum@

THE MATERNITY OF GRACE 

The doctrine of Blessed 
Mary’s maternity of grace, the 

doctrine which bids us call her our 
Mother, has been sadly neglected 
in our midst since the days of the 
so called reformation. the reason 
is not far to seek. the prejudices 
aroused in the sixteenth century were 
all part of the revolt against catholic 
doctrine which accompanied the 
well-rounded revolt against certain 
perversions of doctrine current in 
the later Middle Ages. But it is not 
reasonable to reject a creed because 
a popular parody of it exists. 

today it is not uncommon to 
find practicing among ourselves 
catholics who accept in theory 
all catholic truth, including this 
teaching concerning the Mother of 
God, and yet find great difficulty in 
expressing that belief in their prayers 
and acts. there are even some who 
can say: “holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us” with ease and still 
fall very short of the simple filial 
attitude toward Blessed Mary that 
was once a matter of course for all 
who really accepted the full truth of 
the incarnation.

the relationship of our holy 
Mother to each one of us is based 
upon her divine motherhood, upon 

the fact that she is the Mother 
of the incarnate Son of God. it 
is not necessary to defend the 
title, Mother of God, where the 
incarnation is fully believed. if 
our Lord Jesus christ was God 
from the instant of his conception 
in her womb, if there never was 
any personality in him save the 
Person of the Son of God, who is 
very God, then she is the Mother 
of God. it is the further belief, 
that she is the Mother of the sons 
[children?] of God, the sons [his 
children?] by adoption and grace 
-even all baptized christians 
-that becomes the crux for the 
Protestant-minded, who balk at 
the full implication of catholic 
doctrine. 

the doctrinal position is given 
by St. Augustine with great 
precision in a notable and often 

quoted passage in his “treatise on 
holy Virginity.” he says that Mary 
alone among women “not only in 
spirit, but also in the flesh, is both 
mother and virgin. truly mother 
in spirit, though not indeed of our 
head, for he alone of his own 
nature is Savior and of whom rather 
she is spiritually born, since all who 
believe on him, chief among them 
herself, are rightly called children 
of the Bridegroom—but clearly the 
Mother in spirit of his members, 
which we are, since she co-operated 
of her love that the faithful might be 
born into the church, which is the 
body, that is the members, of that 
head; she being mother in very deed 
of the same Head in the flesh.” 

Here it is definitely stated (1) Mary, 
although Mother of the Savior after 
the flesh, is nevertheless His child 
after the spirit. She is the first and 
chief of the newly-created children 
of God, who are the fruit of his 
redemption. he was her Savior 
more fully than he was the Savior 
of any other, for she was saved 
more completely from all sin, 
original as well as actual. But (2) 
Mary is the Mother after the Spirit 
of his members, whom we are, 
because she cooperated in the work 
of redemption. She co-operated 
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when she pronounced her fiat and 
became the Mother of God. She 
co-operated when she stood by 
the cross and, uniting her will with 
the will of God in the surrender 
of her Son to the bitter pangs of 
crucifixion, suffered in her heart 
the pains which he suffered in the 
flesh that He had taken of her. 

this doctrine sets forth a real 
and not merely a symbolic 
relationship. it is because we 
through baptism have been 
grafted into the life of christ and 
share his relationships that she is 
our Mother. St. Paul repeatedly 
affirms that we are “in Christ.” He 
uses the expression in his epistles 
more than one hundred and fifty 
times. he says that in him we are 
crucified, in Him we are risen and 
ascended, in him already we sit 
together with him in heavenly 
places, in him we are the adopted 
children of God by grace, and 
hence his Mother is our Mother. 

our Lord proclaimed this truth 
when he said to St. John as he 
stood by the cross, “Behold thy 
Mother.” he did not say, “take her 
for thy Mother,” but “Behold thy 
Mother.” early christian writers 
unite in their interpretation of this 
saying. they point out that when 
Jesus declared her to be the mother 
of St. John, he proclaimed her to 
be the Mother of all christians. 
To confirm this it is sufficient to 
note the universal application of 
our Lord’s other sayings from 
the cross. “Father, forgive them” 
applies to all sinners who know 
not what they do when they 
crucify the Son of God afresh. 
“today shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise” are words of promise to 
all who suffer the penalty of their 

sins in penitence and faith. 

it cannot be too strongly 
emphasized that this doctrine of 
the maternity of Mary is based on 
the fundamental doctrine of the 
mystical Body of christ, of which 
he is the head and we the members. 
if all christians and each individual 
christian are one with christ, and 
the head and the members are one, 
then all the members enter into 
all the relationships of the head. 
the mystical Body is founded on 
the humanity of christ. it was 
because, being God, he became 
man, that we can be taken up into 
his Body to become with him the 
sons [children?] of God. he by 
nature, we by adoption, by the act 
of incorporation into him which 
is effected in baptism. Jesus, our 
Savior, assumed his humanity 
through his birth from Mary; 
therefore through his birth from her 
it is that we enter into our glorious 
privileges. not that she of herself 
could mediate salvation, only the 
God-Man could be mediator in his 
own power, but she co-operated in 
the work of salvation. only God 
can create our natural life, but our 
parents bring us forth. only God 
can create our supernatural life, but 
Mary brought forth him with whom 
we are identified through the life of 
grace. this is what is meant when 
we speak of the maternity of grace. 

Mother Mary Maude, cSM 

¶Mother Mary Maude was a fabled and 
much-esteemed leader of the Anglican 
Community of Saint Mary during the first 
half of the 20th century. We are grateful 
to Mother Miriam, CSM for permission 
to reprint this excerpt of an article which 
originally appeared in the September 1930 
edition of holy cross Magazine and was 
reprinted in the current issue (Vol 86, No.3) 
of Saint Mary’s Messenger. 

Octave of Christmas

MARY, MOTHER 
OF GOD

Friday, January 1, 2016
Solemn Mass

9:00 a.m.
holy day of obligation

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ Many thanks to those who read 
lessons at our special christmas 
carol service on December 27th, 
and to our instrumentalists, our 
own organist Jim reedy, and dr 
Janet hunt and Jennifer hunt. 
Also thanks to those who provided 
for the reception after the service. 

Ñ We begin using Divine 
Worship-The Missal in the new 
year. it replaces The Book of 
Divine Worship which has been 
in use among Anglican Use 
congregations since 2003. There 
are subtle changes which will take 
getting used to. We will develop 
a pew edition. Meantime, perhaps 
the rubrics will be honored in the 
breach. 

Ñ there is Anglican Use Mass 
every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Marian altar in St theresa of Avila 
church,West roxbury. enter the 
main church via the pavilion or 
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St theresa Avenue side doors. the 
parish chapel is in use on Saturdays 
for adoration. 

Ñ if you have not already done so, 
please return your filled-in pledge 
card indicating your financial 
support of the congregation in the 
new year. this is most important, 
and your response and generosity 
are greatly appreciated. 

Ñ Ash Wednesday, the First day of 
Lent, is February 10th. 

Ñ Father Bradford thanks those 
who remembered his family with 
cards, gifts, and best wishes, during 
the christmas season. Blessings and 
best wishes to you all. 

THE EPIPHANY
OR

THE 
MANIFESTATION 

OF CHRIST TO 
THE GENTILES
Wednesday, January 6, 2016
Procession, Noveritis 2016
Solemn Mass & Sermon

7:30 p.m.

in a plan of surpassing beauty the 
creator of the universe decreed the 
renewal of all things in christ. in his 
design for restoring human nature 
to its original condition, he gave a 
promise that he would pour out on 
it the holy Spirit along with his 
other gifts, for otherwise our nature 
could not enter once more into the 
peaceful and secure possession of 
those gifts. 

he therefore appointed a time, for 
the holy Spirit to come upon us: this 
was the time of christ’s coming. he 
gave this promise when he said: in 
those days, that is, the days of the 
Savior, I will pour out a share of my 
Spirit on all mankind. 

When the time came for this great 
act of unforced generosity, which 
revealed in our midst the only-
begotten Son, clothed with flesh on 
this earth, a man born of woman, 
in accordance with holy Scripture, 
God the Father gave the Spirit once 
again. Christ, as the first fruits of 
our restored nature, was the first to 
receive the Spirit. John the Baptist 
bore witness to this when he said: 
I saw the Spirit coming down from 
heaven, and it rested on him. 

christ “received the Spirit” in so 
far as he was man, and in so far as 
man could receive the Spirit. he did 
so in such a way that, though he is 
the Son of God the Father, begotten 
of his substance, even before the 
incarnation, indeed before all ages, 
yet he was not offended at hearing 
the Father say to him after he had 
become man: You are my Son; today 
I have begotten you. 

the Father says of christ, who 
was God, begotten of him before 
the ages, that he has been “begotten 
today,” for the Father is to accept 
us in christ as his adopted children. 
the whole of our nature is present in 
christ, in so far as he is man. So the 
Father can be said to give the Spirit 
again to the Son, though the Son 
possesses the Spirit as his own, in 
order that we may receive the Spirit 
in christ. the Son therefore took 
to himself the seed of Abraham, as 
Scripture says, and became like his 
brothers in all things.

the only-begotten Son receives the 
Spirit, but not for his own advantage, 
for the Spirit is his, and is given in 
him and through him, as we have 
already said. he receives it to renew 
our nature in its entirety and to make 
it whole again, for in becoming man 
he took our entire nature to himself. 
if we reason correctly, and use also 
the testimony of Scripture, we can 
see that christ did not receive the 
Spirit for himself, but rather for us 
in him; for it is also through christ 
that all gifts come down to us. 

Saint cyril of Alexandria 

¶Saint Cyril (c.376–444) was patriarch of 
Alexandria and an outstanding theologian. 
He was declared a Doctor of the Church by 
Leo XIII in 1882.

THE GREAT ACT OF 
UNFORCED GENEROSITY 
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is St Mark’s summary statement 
about what is going to follow in 
his account. it is a summary that 
looks forward: the crowds, the 
boat, the demoniacs, the miracles, 
the desire of the crowds to touch 
Jesus, are all a preview of incidents 
in the ministry that will be spelled 
out in the succeeding chapters of 
the gospel. 

in the list of all the people in the 
holy Land who came to hear and 
be healed by our Lord, only areas 

where Jews lived are mentioned. 
Samaria is notably absent from the 
list. the Samaritans represented the 
ten “lost” tribes, and the hostility of 
the Jews to them was proverbial.

Jesus would send definite signals 
about the universal and all-
encompassing appeal of the gospel, 
notably in stories like that of the 
Good Samaritan or the incident 
with the Samaritan woman at the 
well we hear in Lent; and by sayings 
such as “other sheep have i; them 
also i must bring into the fold.” And 
there is the great commission at the 
end of St Matthew’s gospel to “go 
preach and baptize all nations.” But 
all that is not the message in today’s 
gospel. 

here is Jesus, having broken 
with, and been rejected by, the old 
israel, taking steps to create a new 
community of God’s people. that 
community will have a common 
and definite view about who Jesus 
christ is. But it will not be enough 
to believe catholic doctrine without 
believing in the existence of that 
authority which guarantees that 
doctrine. Which is why we pray as a 
necessity that all those who profess 
and cal1 themselves Christian will 
be part of the visible unity of the 
catholic church. 

Father Bradford 

¶This sermon was preached at Mass on 
January 23, 2003. The Octave of Prayer 
for Christian Unity is January 18th–25th. 

WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN 

UNITY 

DUrinG thiS Week of 
Prayer for christian Unity we 

pray that all those who call upon the 
name of the Lord may be united in 
his one holy church. the prayers at 
this Mass are prayers for christian 
Unity. 

it is hard to get any ecumenical 
message out of today’s gospel, which 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE 
EPIPHANY

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST
Sunday, January 10, 2016

Asperges, me
Solemn Mass & Sermon

11:30 a.m.
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For decAdeS, Americans 
have been· subjected to the 

arguments of certain catholic 
politicians who argued that while 
“personally opposed” to unjust 
policies like abortion, they were 
nonetheless unwilling to “impose” 
that view on the rest of the country. 

the argument was disingenuous, 
premised on the fact that somehow 
a “catholic” conscience had to be 
put to the side in the public square. 

now, the very people who argued 
that they couldn’t bring their private 
conscience into a secular public 
square are poised to use the law to 
impose a particular view on their 
fellow catholics. 

By working and voting to include 
abortion coverage in health care 
legislation, several catholic 
politicians stand at the precipice of 
being the deciding votes in forcing 
a particular immoral view on their 
fellow catholics, by forcing them 
to fund abortion through their tax 
dollars. 

While professing that they 
cannot impose their conscience 
on anyone else, these politicians 
seem to have little hesitation about 
imposing a political view—one 
they claim to oppose in principle—
on the consciences of their fellow 
catholics. 

Far from Kennedy 

catholic politicians willing to 
forsake their own consciences and 
impose a directly anti-catholic view 
on others have come a long way from 
the legacy of American history’s 

highest profile Catholic statesman, 
John F. kennedy, who while 
discussing his role as a catholic 
and candidate for president said: “if 
the time should ever come—and i 
do not concede any conflict to be 
even remotely possible—when my 
office would require me to either 
violate my conscience or violate 
the national interest, then i would 
resign the office; and I hope any 
conscientious public servant would 
do the same.”

And while some might consider 
that catholic politicians have 
disagreed with the public policy 
recommendations of their bishops 
in a variety of areas, the key is this: 
Many issues are prudential and 
open to reasonable disagreement; 
but the inalienable right to life in 
the context of abortion is not—it 
is fundamental and it may not be 
compromised. 

As cardinal Joseph ratzinger—
now Benedict XVi—noted about 
Catholic politicians in 2004: “Not 
all moral issues have the same moral 
weight as abortion.” 

he added: “While the church 
exhorts civil authorities to seek 
peace, not war, and to exercise 
discretion and mercy in imposing 
punishment on criminals, it may 
still be permissible to take up arms 
to repel an aggressor or to have 
recourse to capital punishment. 
there may be a legitimate diversity 
of opinion even among catholics 
about waging war and applying the 
death penalty, but not however with 
regard to abortion.” 

Unjust law 

catholic politicians must now 
consider the effect of national 
legislation mandating catholic 
cooperation in abortion. in his 
famous pro-life encyclical, 
“evangelium Vitae,” Pope John 
Paul ii said: “the passing of unjust 
laws often raises difficult problems 
of conscience for morally upright 
people with regard to the issue of 
cooperation, since they have a right 
to demand not to be forced to take 
part in morally evil actions.” 

he said further: “christians, 
like all people of good will, are 
called upon under grave obligation 
of conscience not to cooperate 
formally in practices which, even 
if permitted by civil legislation, are 
contrary to God’s law. indeed, from 
the moral standpoint, it is never licit 
to cooperate formally in evil. 

“this cooperation can never 
be justified either by invoking 
respect for the freedom of others 
or by appealing to the fact that 
civil law permits it or requires it. 
each individual in fact has moral 
responsibility for the acts which he 

CONSCIENCE AND THE LAW
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personally performs; no one can be 
exempted from this responsibility, 
and on the basis of it everyone will 
be judged by God himself”. 

it is doubly ironic that a law that 
would force millions to violate 
their conscience by paying their 
taxes and would entangle thousands 
of catholic physicians, nurses, 
hospitals and charities in the evil 
of abortion is being considered at 
precisely a time when the majority 
of Americans—in greater and 
greater numbers—are increasingly 
becoming more pro-life. 

Catholic public officials in 
Washington have the power to 
prevent this moral tragedy from 
happening. they should not hesitate 
to do so. 

carl Anderson 

¶Carl Anderson is the supreme knight of 
the Knights of Columbus and a New York 
Times best selling author. This article 
originally appeared in December 2009. 

in cASe oF SnoW on Sundays, 
please be careful. the church parking 
lot will be scraped and treated prior 
to the 9:00 a.m. Mass. if there is 
any problem, the property manager 
will call Fr. Bradford at home. You 
should make your own assessment 
of driving conditions before driving 
to Mass.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

The Collect 
o God, who, through the preaching 
of the blessed apostle Saint Paul, 
hast caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world: 
Grant, we beseech thee, that we, 
having his wonderful conversion in 
remembrance, may shew forth our 
thankfulness unto thee for the same, 
by following the holy doctrine which 
he taught; through Jesus christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

¶The Feast falls on a Monday this 
year. 

The Revd John Ellerton (1826–
1893) was an Anglican clergyman 
and noted hymn writer. nine of his 
hymns appear in The Hymnal 1940. 
We will sing #114 as the closing 
hymn at Mass on Sunday, January 
24th. 

Weekday Masses in St theresa of 
Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. 

THE 
PRESENTATION 
OF CHRIST IN 
THE TEMPLE 

commonly called 

THE PURIFICATION 
OF SAINT MARY THE 

VIRGIN 

Blessing of candles & 
Procession 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

You may bring unused household 
candles for blessing. 

the Blessing of throats will be 
given at the conclusion of this 
service. 

THE CONVERSION 
OF SAINT PAUL 
[JANUARY 25]

SAINT ANTHONY OF 
EGYPT 

After a long period of struggle 
against temptation, when he was 
brought close to madness and 
despair, Antony saw the roof 
opened, as it seemed, and a ray 
of light descending towards him. 
Suddenly the demons vanished 
and the pain in his body ceased 
instantly. ‘Where were you, Lord?’ 
he said. ‘Why did you not appear at 
the beginning and put an end to my 
distress?’ And a voice came to him: 
‘i was here, Antony, but i waited to 
see you fight.’

as recorded by St Athanasius 

¶This incident comes from Antony’s early 
days in solitude. He is the chief founder 
of Christian monasticism and was so 
successful that Athanasius says “the desert 
became a city.” His feast day, January 
17th, falls on a Sunday this year and is not 
observed. 
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


