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The Good Shepherd
THE TEACHING OF 

OUR LORD as the Good 
Shepherd has been a gospel 
reading at Mass in Eastertide 
since at least the seventh 
century. Because the Good 
Shepherd lays down His 
life for the sheep, this image 
could have just as easily 
wound up among the Lenten 
and Passiontide readings. But 
it has always been connected 
to Easter. The Good Shepherd 
has always been an image of 
the Risen Christ. 

You know that in the early 
days of the Church Christians 
did not need artistic reminders 
of the crucifixion. They had 
only to look out their windows! The 
victims were often men who had been 
to Mass the previous Sunday. When 
Christians were being persecuted, 
they took comfort in the image of 
Christ the Good Shepherd. When 
they went to Mass in the catacombs 
they needed to know Who loved 
them and was caring for them. That 
is why the earliest portrayals of Our 
Lord are as the Good Shepherd. 

None of this is mere speculation. 
By great good fortune, we have these 
earliest representations preserved in 
a remarkable way. They are in the 

catacombs under a neighborhood 
in Rome, a bus ride away from the 
usual tourist areas. When you get 
off the bus there are no signs or 
an obvious ticket window. When 
you finally identify a convent and 
enter to get directions, it still isn’t 
clear that this is the place. Then a 
sister approaches, who invariably 
speaks thirty-six languages, and 
using all of them in one sentence, 
informs you that the next group 
will enter the catacomb in fifteen 
minutes. She asks, “Will the last 
person kindly pull the chain that 
puts out each light along the 

passageway?” She cheerfully 
asks in many of the thirty-six 
languages! 

The painting of Christ the 
Good Shepherd on the wall of 
the Catacomb of Priscilla is 
preserved because there is no 
natural light, and because in 
the catacomb the temperature 
is a constant 52 degrees, and 
the humidity level never varies. 
What you see is the Lord 
with a lamb draped over His 
shoulders. For many people, in 
a remarkably diverse group of 
tourists, there is an immediate 
and remarkable connection 
across the centuries with our 
early Christian brethren who 

were comforted by the knowledge 
that Christ the Good Shepherd cares 
for us.

Everyone who heard Our Lord 
describe Himself as the Good 
Shepherd understood the concept. 
In that part of the world even to 
this day, the shepherd boy, usually 
a youngest son, like King David as 
a boy, tended the flock. That flock 
represented a considerable part of 
his father’s assets. The flock’s well 
being directly impacted the welfare 
of the shepherd’s whole family. He 
therefore guarded the flock as his 
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own life. For how could he ever 
tell his father he had let the wolves 
devour the sheep? He would die 
first. Our Lord’s hearers would 
understand all of that. 

What is more elusive is that 
this faithfulness does not make 
the shepherd good. The Greek 
word for ‘good’ used here does 
not describe faithfulness, moral 
rectitude, or any singular and 
focused austerity. Rather, the 
good shepherd has an attractive 
loveliness about him. It is a 
beauty which includes all of 
the inward goodness, but which 
outwardly claims the admiration 
and following of all the generous 
instincts in those who see him. The 
Good Shepherd is the beautiful 
one in the same way as the 
Psalmist calls us to “worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 
The divine beauty draws us. 

The beauty of Christ as shepherd 
is in His laying down the Life of 
God for the sheep. And our own 
powerful instinct for self-survival 
is the launch pad for the appeal He 
makes to our hearts. By the one 
act of His Passion Christ would 
lead us who were His enemies, 
into the one flock over which He 
is the one shepherd. 

That beauty of Christ also 
attracts our hearts not only by His 
knowing us. But also by allowing 
us to know Him in a way that 
is so direct and loving that it is 
compared to the fellowship of the 
Holy Trinity. Our Lord reveals 
in Himself that Almighty God 
is passionate, feeling, caring, 
and directly involved in sharing 
the sufferings of His creation, 
and that He desires to establish 

deeper ties with each soul. If the 
sheep sometimes feel the butt end of 
His staff, that is because the Good 
Shepherd insists that we go in His 
way and not some self-centered way 
of our own devising. 

You and I as followers of Christ 
Jesus must remember that He 
is the Good Shepherd, the One 
Whose faithfulness and goodness 
are beautiful and attractive. We 
are to practice Christian virtues so 
that others may be won for Christ, 
remembering that it is also possible 
to be morally upright in unattractive 
ways that attract nobody. Our 
discipleship involves putting away 
any and all created things placed 
between Our Savior’s perfect beauty 
and souls He came to save. 

Father Bradford 

¶ This sermon was preached on The Fourth 
Sunday of Easter, May 3, 2009. This year 
Good Shepherd Sunday is April 17th. 

EVENSONG AND 
BENEDICTION

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

Divine Mercy Sunday

April 3, 2016
5:00 p.m.

THE LORD ASKS 
FOR MERCY 

IF YOU THINK that I have 
something to say, servants of 

Christ, his brethren and coheirs, 
let us visit Christ whenever we 
may; let us care for him, feed 
him, clothe him, welcome him, 
honor him, not only at a meal, as 
some have done, or by anointing 
him, as Mary did, or only by 
lending him a tomb, like Joseph 
of Arimathaea, or by arranging for 
his burial, like Nicodemus, who 
loved Christ half-heartedly, or 
by giving him gold, frankincense 
and myrrh, like the Magi before 
all these others. 

The Lord of all asks for mercy, 
not sacrifice, and mercy is greater 
than myriads of fattened lambs. 
Let us then show him mercy in 
the persons of the poor and those 
who today are lying on the ground, 
so that when we come to leave 
this world they may receive us 
into everlasting dwelling places, 
in Christ our Lord himself, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

St. Gregory Nazianzen 

¶ Saint Gregory (c. 329–390) was 
archbishop of Constantinople and one 
of the four Greek Doctors of the Church, 
the others being John Chrysostom, 
Basil, and Athanasius. 
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SHORT NOTES 
Ñ The Saturday, April 2nd Mass 
commemorates the death of Pope 
St John-Paul II in 2005. During 
his pontificate the Catholic Church 
began allowing for the ordination 
of Pastoral Provision priests and the 
erection of Anglican Use parishes 
(1980). 

Ñ Father Bradford will celebrate 
Sunday Mass for the Anglican 
Ordinariate Parish, St Gregory the 
Great, in Stoneham on April 3rd. 
This will be the parish’s last Mass 
at 9:00 a.m. before moving to a later 
time Sunday morning. 

Ñ Many thanks to all who donated 
funds for the Easter Flowers in St 
Lawrence church. Memorials and 
thanksgivings were noted in the 
Easter Sunday leaflet. 

Ñ In place of the Angelus the 
Regina Caeli is sung after Mass 
during Eastertide. The text is found 
in the service leaflet. 

Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael 
J. Connolly and Bishop Arthur L. 
Kennedy who shared the preaching 
at Friday Stations of the Cross with 
Father Bradford during Lent. 

Ñ If you used a Lenten Coin folder, 
now is the time to return your filled-
in folder to the collection plate. 

Proceeds benefit Catholic Charities. 

Ñ Saturday Mass on April 9th is a 
year’s-mind Mass for parishioner 
Ronald Jaynes. Ron was a faithful 
altar server for many years. 

Ñ Professor Robert P. George will 
lecture on “When Does the Life of 
a Human Being Begin?” at Boston 
College on Monday, April 4th at 
7:00 p.m. For updated info: bc.edu/
philosoply. 

We mentioned in the last edition of 
the parish paper a new book by Peter 
Kreeft entitled How to be Holy. It is 
published by Ignatius Press. 

Sister Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, 
FSP, has compiled a book 
commemorating the visit of Pope 
Francis to the United States. Pope 
Francis in the U.S.: Words of Mercy 
and Hope is published by The 
Daughters of St Paul. 

Among the Daughters’ new listings 
is Our Lady Undoer of Knots, 
Novena and Prayers, also written 
and compiled by Sister Marianne 
Lorraine. 

A sermon of Father Bradford’s 
preached in St Theresa of Avila 
Parish on January 22, 2016 has 
been published in the March 2016 
(Issue 48) of The Helpers of God’s 
Precious Infants (Boston Chapter 
Newsletter). 

SHUT DOWN 
“Calling something ‘divisive’ once 
meant the subject was worth arguing 
about. Now, in pop culture, sports 
and politics it’s a conversation-
ender.” 

Wesley Morris 
¶ An excerpt from an article entitled 
“Shut Down” published in the February 
14, 2016 issue of The New York Times 
Magazine. 

PARISH MEETING 
AFTER MASS

Sunday, April 10, 2016
in the lower level lounge

THEY RAN TO THE 
PLACE 

WE SEE ONLY the results of 
faith and hope and love, but 

we live in our deepest reality when 
we are in their grasp. Saints Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, when 
they were coming to believe but still 
not fully understanding, ran to the 
place where they learned to believe, 
to the person in whom they placed 
their hope, to the beloved Lord who 
shows us that revealed truth and 
self-sacrificing love are more real, 
more trustworthy, than anything 
else. If the earth is our mother, then 
the grave is our home and the world 
is a closed system turned in on itself. 
[But] if Christ is risen from the 
grave and the Church is our mother, 
then our destiny reaches beyond 
space and time, beyond what can 
be measured and controlled. And 
therein lies our hope. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

¶ Cardinal George (1937–2015) was a 
member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. He served successively as 
Bishop of Yakima, Archbishop of Portland, 
and Archbishop of Chicago. This excerpt 
is taken from the cardinal’s Easter Sunday 
sermon (no date), and was quoted in his 
funeral Mass preached by Archbishop J. 
Peter Sartain of Seattle.
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secure the salvation of souls with 
sound teaching on the need to 
avoid sin and the occasions of sin, 
to repent for sins committed, and 
to receive those holy sacraments 
which give grace for confounding 
“the spirit of the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil.”

They did not fear to preach the 
precise meaning of salvation, 
namely, to be eternally with Christ 
in Heaven; they did not fear to 
emphasize the need for faith in 
Christ and reception of Baptism 

to be members of the Church and 
by a holy life achieve salvation; 
they were not afraid to teach 
self-righteous sinners that faith, 
repentance, and observance of the 
Commandments as the expression 
of love of God and neighbor are 
absolutely necessary for salvation.

They did not fear in view of the 
inherent weakness and fragility of 
man to inculcate in the faithful a 
healthy “fear of the Lord” (one of 
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; 
CCC, n. 1831). Not for nothing did 

YES, in answer to the above 
question, there is. But silence 

regarding this dogma from all too 
many pulpits together with funeral 
Masses that focus on celebrating 
the life of the deceased and are 
replete with eulogies (amounting to 
instant canonization) have tended 
to make the Particular Judgment 
disappear from the mental horizon 
of many Catholics who, steeped 
in sin, sit comfortably in the pews 
of their parishes, forgetful of the 
“hard sayings” of Christ regarding 
eschatology.

Eschatology is the area of doctrine 
and theology that deals with the 
“Last Things” (the “eschata”): death, 
judgment, Purgatory, Heaven, and 
Hell. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches as an article of 
Catholic faith that “the New 
Testament…repeatedly affirms that 
each will be rewarded immediately 
after death in accordance with his 
life and works…Each man receives 
his eternal retribution in his 
immortal soul at the very moment of 
his death, in a particular judgment 
that refers his life to Christ: either 
entrance into the blessedness of 
heaven through  a purification or 
immediately or immediate and 
everlasting damnation” (nn. 1021–
1022).

That all are subject to Christ as 
the Judge of the living and the dead 
and His just judgments in this life 
and those in the next is a truth of 
divine Revelation. This truth noted 
in the Creed has been the subject of 
profound meditation by all the great 
fathers, saints, theologians, and 
spiritual writers through the cen-
turies who have bent every effort to 

IS THERE A PARTICULAR JUDGMENT?
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St. Paul encourage his converts to 
“work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling” and to be “children 
of God without blemish in the 
midst of a depraved and perverse 
generation” (Phil. 2:12–15).

In all too many parishes today 
reigns the ethos of a deadly silence 
concerning the meaning of the 
spiritual salvation Christ has brought 
His people and that all must give an 
accounting to God facing at death 
the Particular Judgment wherein 
they will know their situation 
before God: a time of purification 
and cleansing in that state called 
Purgatory, or immediate entrance 
into Heaven with the Beatific Vision 
of God, or the soul’s immediate 
damnation.

This ethos is supported by 
widespread falsehoods: God is Love 
and does not punish, and certainly not 
eternally; everyone will be saved and 
go to Heaven; the dark warnings in 
the Gospels do not apply to modern 
secular men and women whose 
morality has evolved to free them 
from intolerable restrictions. This 
unfortunate silence from Catholic 
pulpits has resulted in the deadening 
of consciences especially with 
respect to sexual morality. Sitting 
in Catholic pews are those who 
remain ignorant of or are permissive 
regarding the sins of fornication, 
adultery, contraception, abortion, 
sodomy, same-sex marriage, in 
vitro fertilization—not to ignore 
other serious sins that disgrace the 
Christian name and endanger the 
souls of those committing them. 
The immorality of irreligion itself 
is rarely mentioned.

Our Lord often spoke in the most 
forceful and strong terms about 

salvation, judgment, condemnation, 
and damnation, and the failure of 
many Catholic bishops and priests 
to do similarly regarding the evils of 
de-Christianization simply results in 
lost opportunities to motivate souls 
to conversion.

As Pope Francis noted in a recent 
homily at Casa Santa Marta: “When 
we are pervaded by fear of the 
Lord, then we are led to follow 
the Lord with humility, docility, 
and obedience…The gift of fear of 
the Lord is an ‘alarm’ against the 
obstinacy of sin. When a person 
lives in evil, then one blasphemes 
against God, when one exploits 
others, then he tyrannizes them, 
when he lives only for money, for 
vanity, or power, or pride, then the 
holy fear of God sends us a warning: 
Be careful.

“May fear of the Lord make them 
understand that one day all things 
will come to an end and they will 
have to give account to God.”

Catholic teaching is clear: Souls 
go immediately (mox) into Heaven 
and Hell after death as noted in the 
Profession of Faith recited at Lyons 
II; Pope Benedict XII’s infallible 
definition in Benedictus Deus; and 
the Council of Florence’s Decree for 
the Greeks. The irrevocable nature 
of damnation is addressed in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
n. 393 (where the Eastern father, St. 
John of Damascus, is cited).

Interestingly, and perhaps to 
the surprise of some Catholic 
ecumenists, Catholic doctrine 
regarding the Particular Judgment 
remains obscure, confused, or even 
denied among the Eastern Orthodox. 
They have no clear official 
teaching that the just go to Heaven 

immediately after death. Some say 
there are no souls in Heaven or 
Hell, this occurring only with the 
Last Judgment. Even then, some say 
that the saints do not see God “face 
to face” by seeing the essence of 
God in the Beatific Vision. It is not 
true to say that they do not believe 
in Purgatory for they offer prayers, 
alms, and the Unbloody Sacrifice 
for the deceased, but some of their 
theologians extend the intermediate 
state to all the departed, even the 
saints.

Their confused teaching on 
the afterlife is another example 
of “arrested development” of 
doctrine resulting from centuries 
of separation from the supreme 
authority of the Successor of Peter 
who wields the Keys of Peter in the 
One Church of Christ.

James Likoudis

¶ James Likoudis is a Catholic apologist 
especially active in Catholic-Eastern 
Orthodox relations. This article appeared 
in the July 3, 2014 issue of The Wanderer.

THE PASTURE of the elect is the 
coutenance of God in person. 

When we see him perfectly our hearts 
are endlessly satisfied with the food 
of life. There are choirs of angels 
singing hymns, there the company of 
heavenly citizens, there the delightful 
festival of those returning from the sad 
labor of their exile here…Let us seek 
these pastures, dearly beloved! Let us 
enkindle our hearts, my friends, let 
our faith grow warm again for what 
it believes, let our desire for heavenly 
things take fire. To love thus is to be 
already on the way.

St. Gregory the Great

¶ St. Gregory the Great (c. a.d. 540–604) 
ruled as Supreme Pontiff from 590–604. 
This passage is from a homily he preached 
in Rome on John 10:11–16, the passage 
about Christ as the Good Shepherd.



Page 70     Contra Mundum

MARY AND THE 
CHURCH 

THE ENCOUNTER with the 
Lord at Easter must lead to 

the reception of the Spirit, so that 
the Lord is recognized and so that 
he can send forth the one who 
recognizes him: possession of the 
Spirit empowers one to do nothing 
other than proclaim and attest the 
fact that God the Father has given 
us his Son, who died and rose for 
us. 

Henceforth the Church is what was 
created on the Cross: the gathering 
of believers around those who have 
been established in hierarchical 
offices, with Mary in their midst. 
Without any doubt it was to her, 
as the very core of the Church, 
that the Son first appeared. It was 
she who, before anyone else, was 
visited by the Spirit and conceived 
the Body of the Word. Crowding 
around Mary, the Church prays 
that the same things might happen 
to her as happened in Mary her 
archetype. And Mary herself prays 
anew for this event; now she prays 
as the Church, as the central point 
in the Community of saints, that 

BY MAKING OUR 
BODY HIS OWN 

SINCE ALL HUMAN BEINGS 
were subject to death, after 

taking from us a body like ours he 
delivered it up to death in the place 
of us all, offering it to the Father. He 
did this because of his love for us, so 
that we might all die in him, for then 
the law imposing death on us would 
be abrogated. Death’s power, having 
been fully spent in the Lord’s body, 
would no longer prevail against 
other human beings resembling 

him. He did it to free us from the 
corruptible condition into which we 
had fallen, and to restore us to life. 
By making our body his own and 
by the grace of the resurrection he 
destroyed our death as completely 
as straw is destroyed by fire. 

The Word knew that there was 
absolutely no way of delivering 
us from our state of corruptibility 
except by dying. Since he himself, 
being immortal and the Son of the 
Father, was incapable of dying, he 
took to himself a body which could 
die. Its participation in the Word 
who is above all would make it 
worthy to die for all. Because of the 
Word dwelling in it, it would remain 
incorruptible and all others would 
be freed from corruptibility by the 
grace of resurrection. 

Saint Athanasius 

¶ This passage is taken from a compilation 
entitled From Tradition Day by Day, edited 
by John E. Rotelli, O.S.A. and published in 
1994. 

the Lord’s incarnation, perfected 
in the Cross and the Resurrection, 
may be communicated to the whole 
community. 

Hans Urs van Balthasar 

¶ Father Balthasar (1905–1988) was one of 
the most important Catholic theologians of 
the 20th century. He was named a cardinal 
but died two days before the consistory. 
This excerpt is from The Threefold Garland 
published by Ignatius Press in 1978.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON 
SATURDAY

Saint Theresa of Avila Church
at the Marian altar

8:00 a.m.
¶ Enter the main church via the 
pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue 
side doors

EASTER
MOST glorious Lord of Life, that, on this day,
Didst make thy triumph over death and sin;
And, having harrowed hell, didst bring away
Captivity thence captive, us to win:
This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin,
And grant that we, for whom thou didst die,
Being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin,
May live forever in felicity!

And that thy love we weighing worthily,
May likewise love thee for the same again;
And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,
With love may one another entertain!
So let us love, dear love, like as we ought.
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.  
 

Edmund Spenser

¶ Edmund Spenser (1552–1599) was an English poet and 
author of the epic poem The Fairie Queene. He is buried in 
the Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey. He was no friend of 
Ireland or its religion.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


