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@Contra Mundum@

QUEEN IN SERVICE AND LOVE

Mary is Queen because she 
is uniquely conformed to her 

son, both on the earthlyl journey 
and in heavenly glory. ephrem the 
syrian, syria’s great saint, said of 
Mary’s queenship that it derives 
from her motherhood: she is Mother 
of the Lord, of the King of kings (cf. 
is 9:1-6) and she points Jesus out to 
us as our life, our salvation, and our 
hope…

she shares in God’s responsibility 
for the world and in God’s love 
for the world…The royalty and 
kingship of Christ is interwoven 
with humility, service, and love. it 
is above all serving, helping,  and 
loving…

Mary is Queen in her service to 
God for humanity; she is a Queen of 

love who lives the gift of herself 
to God so as to enter into the plan 
of man’s salvation…she helps us. 
she is Queen precisely by loving 
us, by helping us in our every 
need; she is our sister, a humble 
handmaid.

How does Mary exercise this 
queenship of service and love? By 
watching over us, her children: 
the children who turn to her in 
prayer, to thank her or to ask her 
for her motherly protection and 
her heavenly help, perhaps after 
having lost our way, or when 
we are oppressed by suffering or 
anguish because of the sorrowful 
and harrowing vicissitudes of life. 
in serenity or in life’s darkness, 
let us address Mary, entrusting 

ourselves to her continuous 
intercession so that she may obtain 
for us from the son every grace and 
mercy we need for our pilgrimage 
on the highways of the world.

Through the Virgin Mary let us 
turn with trust to the One who rules 
the world and holds in his hand the 
future of the universe…

The title “Queen” is thus a title of 
trust, joy, and love. and we know 
that the One who holds a part of 
the world’s destinies in her hand is 
good, that she loves us and helps us 
in our difficulties.

Pope Benedict XVi

¶ His Holiness Benedict XVI reigned from 
2005 to 2013. The Queenship of Mary falls 
on Monday, August 22nd.
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sOMe Of yOu have heard 
the story i tell about sally. 

she was the custodian in the post 
office near my parish in western 
Michigan. she was a tall, middle-
aged, pleasant woman and we 
always exchanged greetings and 
small talk. One day, however, 
sally told me she had just got 
religion. so i stopped putting 
stamps on my envelopes, looked 
at her, and said if that meant she 
had accepted Jesus Christ as her 
Lord and savior it was wonderful 
news and i would offer prayers. 
she said, yes, she had accepted 
Christ. so i told her i would 
pray that God make use of her 
newfound faith and witness. 
With that i went back to licking 
stamps and putting them on my 
mailings. 

But Sally wasn’t finished! 
after another minute of her 
dusting windowsills and 
checking wastepaper baskets she 
suddenly picked up again. “isn’t 
it wonderful?” “yes”, i said, 
(between stamps.) she went on. 
“i mean isn’t it wonderful that we 
are saved by faith not works, lest 
any man should boast.” i stopped 
licking stamps for a moment. 
How easy it would be to just 
agree with her and get back to 
my letters! But this new Christian 
had to know there would be times 
when her faith would not be so 
bright as today and that works 
would go a long way towards 
saving her. Besides, it is the 
Church which has the faith and 
we are part of the Church. even 
when our faith is dim we are part 
of the believing Church. That 

counts for something. so i weighed 
in. “Well, for starters, you have to 
be baptized. “Oh no,” she said, “it’s 
only on faith.” i pressed on. “now 
that you are following Jesus you 
need to know what He said to do. 
you have to be baptized, and you 
have to make your communion 
if you want to be part of Him and 
have His life in you.” Well, this was 
getting complicated for sally’s new 
faith. so i encouraged her to read the 
Bible in st John where Jesus talks to 
nicodemus about baptism and in the 
sixth chapter where He talks about 
the Blessed sacrament. after that i 
continued to see sally when i went to 
the post office, but she never talked 
about religion again. she probably 
told her minister father Bradford 
said she had to go to Mass! 

i always remember that incident 
when i think about today’s Gospel, 
which is part of that great sixth 
chapter of st John where Our Lord 
gives His sermon on the Blessed 
sacrament. The “hard saying” is 
the one we had last sunday. Jesus 
said we have to eat Him. Today’s 
gospel is the fallout from that hard 
saying. never mind that some Bible 
scholars tell us the word “eat” may 
also mean “read” or “absorb” or 
“memorize.” It can. But not here! 
Jesus deliberately used the word 
“flesh” rather than “body” in His 
instruction here. and with the use 
of the word “blood” He wants us 
to understand that the Life which 
feeds us is no intellectual or cerebral 
transaction. Holy Communion is the 
fruit of the death of His Body on the 
Cross. 

We often distort the Gospel with 
what we may call our “nice filter.” 

We sanitize the Gospel. We think 
it is nice when someone gets 
religion. it is nice when someone 
loves God. Generally we think 
love is nice. But in point of fact 
the Gospel isn’t nice, and Jesus 
wasn’t nice, and love isn’t nice 
either. Love is sometimes a 
pain and a great cost, spiritually 
and physically. Love is taking 
care of a loved one who is ill, 
spending your life and money 
to do it. The Gospel isn’t nice. 
it brings a sword. (some of you 
may feel that estrangement in 
family relations because of your 
adherence to Catholic faith.) God 
doesn’t love creation because it 
is a nice thing to do! He loves 
creation apparently because He 
has no other choice! God is love. 
everything He does is love. even 

The  
Transfiguration  

of Our Lord  
Jesus Christ

saturday, august 6, 2016
anglican use Mass at 8:00 a.m.

saint Theresa’s Church

THE GOSPEL ISN’T NICE
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His wrath is love. His judgment is 
love. 

Jesus didn’t want us to love Him 
because it would be nice. He wanted 
us to love Him because it is in our 
best interest to do so. When we 
follow Christ, we develop notions 
that it’s nice. Jesus says don’t do 
that! He says, rather, “Come and get 
fed; get nourished; it is necessary 
for you to do so.” 

every time you make your 
communion many things are 
happening. But you are not receiving 
the Body and Blood of Christ 
because Jesus is nice. you are doing 
it because Jesus died for you and 
told you to eat Him. nor are you 
doing it because you are nice! You 
acknowledge that Jesus Himself is 
the saving remedy for your not-sa-
always nice soul and body. and in 
that communion Jesus in His great 
love touches our poor stained souls 
to His immaculate soul. The Lord 
compares this contact to nothing 
less than the relationship within 
the Blessed Trinity. “as the living 
father sent Me, and i live because 
of the father, so he who eats Me 
will live because of Me.” 

none of us thinks a lion is being 
nice when he stalks, kills, and eats 
an impala or zebra or giraffe. But 
it is in his best interest to do so. 
Prayer and meditation, doing good 
works, in response to the faith that 
is in us, following Christ’s example 
and teachings, remembering Him 
... these are all good. They are all 
part of what we call “food for the 
soul.” and at the top of the chart 
is the Blessed sacrament. The 
heart of Christian discipline has a 
literal truth: spiritual growth is not 
motivated by idealism or notions 

of being nice, but by hunger. and 
Jesus himself is the food. 

father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on August 26, 
2012. 

GOD HELP ME TO 
HELP THEM

THe COnVersiOn and 
vocation of rose Hawthorne 

Lathrop were historic for both 
america and the Church.

rose was born in 1851, the 
daughter of the famous american 
novelist nathaniel Hawthorne, 
amidst the religiously idiosyncratic 
circle of new england intellectuals 
inspired by emerson, Thoreau, and 
nineteenth century romanticism.

rose’s father rejected Calvinism, 
and sought but never found a 
religion of love and service to 
the poor. rose spent much of her 
childhood in europe, and Catholic 
art and life, which was so moving 
(but not convincing) for nathaniel, 
shaped her imagination.

While in europe she met an 
aspiring writer named George 
Lathrop, and they married and 
returned to america in 1871. George 
became an editor, and they both 
published. soon they were known 
and respected in new york literary 
and social circles, but their marriage 
became strained, especially after the 
death of their only son.

George’s early literary success 
gave way to frequent incapacitation 
from an “illness” that remains 
somewhat mysterious. Though 
treated medically, it is also generally 
assumed that the young writer sought 
relief from alcohol. The Lathrops’ 

life and finances became unstable.

But in the midst of these difficulties 
and their mutual search for truth 
and beauty, something mysterious 
happened. They became friends 
with Catholic converts alfred and 
adelaide Chappell. George found 
alfred’s conversion experience 
compelling and began to investigate 
the Church himself. soon they 
became friends with Paulist father 
alfred young whose guidance 
would later be crucial to rose.

Thus, in 1891 rose Hawthorne 
and her husband shocked her family 
and their literary circles by entering 
the Catholic Church. While George 
took up his pen to defend his new-
found faith, rose grew deeply in her 
prayer life and her desire to offer 
herself to God.

The Lathrops had helped each other 
to find the fullness of Catholic Faith, 
but now rose was being drawn by a 
deeper desire to serve Christ while 
George—even with all his sincerity 
and conviction—was apparently 
drawn more deeply into alcoholism. 
His condition grew worse until rose 
was no longer able to help him, and 
he died in 1898.

rose found herself alone but 
longing to serve God more deeply. 
she began to hear about the plight 
of the poor in the terrible conditions 
of immigrant-laden new york. 
father young told her about the 
abandonment of poor cancer 
sufferers, who could not afford 
medical care and were isolated 
by their own family and friends 
because the disease was thought to 
be contagious. “God, help me to 
help them,” she prayed.

God answered by calling this 
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SHORT NOTES 
Ñ in July we bid farewell to 
parishioner allen sloane, who with 
his wife Linda has moved to Kansas 
to be nearer their son Jonathan. 
allen entered the Catholic Church 
in september 2007 and immediate 
became an active member of the 
congregation as a layreader and 
member of our schola. We wish the 
sloanes all good things in the years 
ahead.

Ñ Deacon Michael J. Connoly has 
had an article published in the July/
august 2016 issue of The Catholic 
Response (Vol Xiii, no. 1). The 
article “The Gains of August” first 

cultivated society woman to live 
among the poorest of the poor, to 
serve Jesus in them. she studied 
nursing and took rooms in the 
tenements of new york. Then 
she began taking in and caring for 
destitute cancer sufferers. she found 
Jesus in these poor and served him.

soon other women joined her, and 
she founded the servants of relief for 
incurable Cancer as a congregation 
of Third Order Dominican sisters. 
There she labored and loved and 
served Jesus in the poor until her 
death in 1926. The Dominican 
sisters of Hawthorne continue her 
work today.

nathaniel Hawthorne’s daughter 
found the religion of love that he 
had sought in his heart; she found 
Jesus Christ in the poor, and loved 
him.

John Janaro

¶ This article appeared in the August 2014 
issue of Magnificat magazine (Volume 16, 
No. 6, p. 247-48). John Janaro is a professor 
emeritus of Theology in Christendom 
College.

SOMETHING  
WAS LOST 

I had definite ideas of what a 
church was supposed to be, like 
high anglican church in which my 
family was raised in Jamaica, with 
spires, altars, priests, vestments, 
incense, and the flock genuflecting 
and crossing itself all over the place. 
The higher the church, the closer to 
God; that was how i saw it .... 

I can still remember confirmation, 
watching those sweet, scrubbed 
children and the bishop seized them 
one by one by the head: “Defend, O 
Lord, this thy child with thy heavenly 
grace; that he may continue thine 
forever; and daily increase in thy 
Holy spirit more and more, until he 
come to thy everlasting kingdom:’ 
i would swing the incense burner, 
lustily chanting ‘amen’ convinced 
that i was witnessing the spirit of 
God entering that child’s head like 
a bolt of lightning. st. Margaret’s 
was imagery, pageantry, drama, 
and poetry. Times change, and 
the liturgy has changed with the 
times. i suppose i have to yield 
to the wisdom of the bishops who 
believed the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer needed updating, just as it 
replaced its predecessor. But in the 
change, something was lost for me. 
Long years afterward, i buried my 
mother from st. Margaret’s Church 
at a time when the old liturgy had 
been replaced by the new. God now 
seemed earthbound and unisexed, 
not quite the magisterial, heavenly 
Father figure of my youth. It 
saddened me. i miss the enchantment 
of the church in which i was raised 

The funeral service [for his mother] 
was held at st. Margaret’s, our old 

appeared in the august 2015 issue 
of Contra Mundum. fr. Peter 
stravinskas is the publisher of 
The Catholic Response.

Ñ speaking of Contra Mundum, 
our parish paper is now eighteen 
years old. David Burt and stephen 
Cavanaugh have been the editors. 
Back issues are available and 
several sets have been bound and 
may be specially ordered.

Ñ Thank you to Peggy evers, Judie 
Bradford and steve Cavanaugh for 
organizing a parish luncheon after 
Mass on sunday, July 24th. Many 
other parishioners contributed 
food items for our potluck 
luncheon. Members stayed for 
evensong in honor of saint James 
the apostle.

Summer Altar Flowers
Please sign up to bring flowers for 
one of more sundays during the 
growing season. you may bring 
arrangements from your own 
yard, a planter, or something from 
your florist. Two arrangements 
are necessary for the high altar, 
although you may instead bring 
one smaller arrangement for use 
at the Marian altar. you may take 
the flowers with you after Mass. 
We will all enjly the extra color in 
church during the summer
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family church in the south Bronx. 
all that had meant so much to me, 
the imagery, the poetry, the liturgy, 
had been changed. The church 
had adopted a new service .... ‘ 
taken modernism to the extreme, 
rendering God genderless and 
ordinary. i knew my attachment 
to the forms of the past was more 
emotional than intellectual. But i 
found it disconcerting to discover 
that the rock of faith i was raised on 
could move. My mother received 
a low-key, nontriumphant burial 
service. i do not recall hearing the 
word “God” mentioned once. i 
found myself whispering, “Don’t 
worry; Mom. We’ll do something 
better later, because this is not the 
way you would want to go.”

Colin Powell 

¶ Colin Powell is a retired four-star general 
who served as Secretary of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and as Secretary of State. This 
extract is taken from My american Journey, 
published by Random House in 2003. 

THE DIGNITY OF 
HUMAN LIFE 

in an april 11th address to an italian 
pro-life organization — Movimento 
per la Vita — at the Vatican, Pope 
francis stated that, “it is every 
Christian’s task to protect life in 
all its stages, with courage and 
love”, according to Vatican Insider. 
Calling human life “a gift from 
God” and “sacred and inviolable”, 
he said, “every civil right is based 
on the first and most fundamental 
right, the right to life: which is 
not subordinate to any condition, 
neither qualitative, nor economic, 
much less ideological.” in addition, 
Pope francis made an important 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY
Vigil of the assumption
sunday, august 14, 2016

solemn evensong·& Benediction
5:00 p.m.

¶ August 15 is not a Holy Day of Obligation when it falls on a Monday.

statement by quoting the words 
of the second Vatican Council 
document Guadium et Spes, “Life 
once conceived must be protected 
with the utmost care; abortion and 
infanticide are abominable crimes.” 

On May 9th Pope francis met with 
UN officials and Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon. according to Vatican 
radio , part of his address included 
the words: “Today, in concrete 
terms, an awareness of the dignity 
of each of our brothers  and sisters 
whose life is sacred and inviolable 
from conception to natural death 
must lead us to share with complete 

freedom the goods which God’s 
providence has placed in our hands, 
material goods but also intellectual 
and spiritual ones” and to give back 
generously and lavishly whatever 
we may have earlier unjustly refused 
to others.” 

¶ The brief article is taken from the July, 
2014 (Issue 43) publication of the newsletter 
of The Helpers of God’s Precious infants. 
You may contact them at P.O. Box 472, 
Arlington, MA 02476. 
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ICON OF SAINT ATHANASIUS 
O Creator and author of the human race, 

Giver of spiritual graces 
and Bestower of eternal salvation: 

do Thou, the same Lord, send down Thy Holy Ghost 
with a blessing from on high, 
upon this icon of athanasius the Great, 
Patriarch of alexandria 
and our father among the saints; 

that, fortified by the might of heavenly protection, 
it may be potent unto bodily salvation and succour and aid, 
unto all who shall desire to make use of it. 

for Thou dost bless and sanctify all things, 
and to Thee do we send up glory 
to father and son and Holy Ghost, 
now and always, 
and unto the ages of ages. 

amen. 

and here sprinkle the icon with holy water three times 

all the Church is made beautiful 
with the splendour and eloquence of thy godly speech; 

and with fitting reverence 
she doth rejoice in thy doctrines, 
as in beautiful ornaments, 

and she doth honour, as is due, 
thine all festive image, 

O fair boast of priests, 
O great and far-shining preacher of true piety, 

O righteous athanasius, 
champion of the Most Holy Trinity. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

May Christ, our true God, 
through the prayers of His most pure Mother, 
of our father among the saints, saint athanasius the Great, 
and of all the sains, 
Have mercy upon us and save us, + 

forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

¶ This blessing was provided by Dr. Michael J. Connolly and was 
used to bless the icon given as a farewell gift to parishioner Eva 
Murphy.
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By the very fact we know so little 
about the twelve men Christ chose 
as apostles, we can draw some 
conclusions. The obvious one is 
that Holy scripture is about Jesus 
Christ. it is not a dictionary of 
biography. But second, it becomes 
clear that Our Lord did not choose 
any of these men for spectacular 
qualities in them. in st. John we 
read of Christ that “He knew what 
was in man; He needed no one to 
tell Him.” st. Peter is the famous 
case in point: and we have heard 
about him at sunday Mass twice 
since st. Peter’s Day. 

But Bartholomew is also an 
example of the fact that Christ 
chose ordinary men so that His 
grace might be all the more evident 
in them. st Paul later put this idea 
into memorable words: “when i am 
weak, then i am strong.” 

Bartholomew would probably 
be astonished to find his name so 
famous. actually he might even be 
annoyed when st. Mark, probably 
for political reasons, linked this 
apostle with Ptolemais, the seaport 
on the Mediterranean coast. This 
man’s name was nathaniel, as st. 
John rightly tells it. 

and there is little else about 
Bartholomew in the books about 
Jesus. Did he go to india to 
evangelize? Or armenia, where 
he is said to have died? We do not 
know for sure. But the important 
story is of course the one we have 
in Holy scriptures, about the day 
Bartholomew met the Lord, and 
saw that Jesus was different, never 
making anyone think He was trying 
to be anything except Himself. 

But oh, what a self! Being in 
Christ’s presence made all the 
difference for Bartholomew and 
he knew instantly that if he lived 
a thousand years this opportunity 
would never come his way again. 

That is precisely what 
Bartholomew (or nathaniel as he 
should be called) would want us 
to remember about him. Because 
it is not something pointing to him 
but to that moment each of us can 
and hopefully does share with this 
apostle: the moment we say yes to 
Jesus Christ. 

¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford 
in St Theresa of Avila Church on August 
24, 2005. 

The feast of St. Bartholomew is August 
24th, a Wednesday this year.

ANGLICAN USE MASS

every saturday at 8:00 a.m.
st. Theresa of avila Church.

THE DAY HE MET THE LORD 
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


