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OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
W

hen you look at a statue
or picture of Our Lady of
Walsingham, notice the crowns on
the heads of Jesus and Mary, His
mother. Of course, Jesus, even as a
child, should be crowned because
He is God Incarnate, the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, but why
should Mary, the simple peasant girl
of Nazareth in Galilee be crowned?
Mary is the Queen Mother of the
House of David since she is mother
of the Messiah. Jesus fulfills the
prophecy of Nathan to David in 2
Samuel 7:1-17 that David would
not build a house for God, a temple
building, but that God would build
a House for David, a family and
dynasty. “Your house and your
kingdom shall endure forever
before Me; your throne shall stand
firm forever.” (2 Sm 7:16).
David and Solomon lived in a
polygamous royal court: queen
wives were a shekel a dozen but
there was only one queen mother
or gebirah (meaning “great
lady”). This queen mother was no
ceremonial show piece but had
great power and influence as the
highest woman at court, as the role
and activity of Solomon’s Queen
Mother, Bathsheba, showed.

We should imitate the Elders in
the Book of Revelation and cast the
crowns—for we all will be crowned
in Heaven by the grace-turnedto Glory of Jesus and the Holy
Spirit—before the Throne of God.
For God the Father and Christ, the
Lamb that was slain but who lives
risen forever, with the Holy Spirit
are our God and Lord and Ultimate
forever and ever

Mary, the Virgin Mother, a
humble Jewish peasant, is the
true Queen Mother of the Court
of Heaven and not the haughty
and most un-virginal pagan false
goddess claimants in Jeremiah
Chapter 7. All true honor to Mary
is Christ-centered and Trinitydirected. Would ignoring my
mother give honor to me? No, the
opposite is true. Does honoring
Mary, the Mother of our Savior,
cheat God Incarnate of His honor?
No, again the opposite is true.

Mary is the beloved mother of
Jesus but she is also our mother as
we are members adopted by grace
into the Family of Jesus with God as
our Father, Jesus our eldest Brother
and Master of our work in this world
and household of faith. Since this
heavenly family relationship is so
and we are to “Honor Your Father
and Your Mother,” why would Jesus
address His mother as “Woman” at
Cana and at the Cross which term
seems so impersonal, impolite and
even impertinent and disrespectful
to our modem Western ears? In the
time, place, language and culture
of Jesus, “Woman” was a most
honorable title to address one’s
mother. Perhaps, Jesus wanted His
Biblically-attuned hearers to make
the connection with the “woman” of
Genesis 3:15, seen as the bearer of
the longed-for Messiah, who would
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crush the Evil Serpent under foot.
Jesus says, “Woman, behold your
son.” (Jn 19:26) about John, the
youngest Apostle, not only so that
Mary, who bore no other children
but Jesus, would have a “son” to
take care of and responsibility for
Mary, but also to give her to us
as the Church of Jesus’ beloved
disciples:
“Behold your mother.” Mary is
our Mother and John and all the
other saints and all the members
of the Mystical Body of Christ
are brothers and sisters.
Every Christian home should
be a little church family like that
gathered by that Saving Lord upon
the Cross or in the Upper Room
of Pentecost. Also, our Christian
homes and parish families should
be modeled on the Holy House of
Nazareth of that little community
of Mary and Joseph, centered on
Jesus.
In a.d. 1061 or so, Richeldis in
Walsingham in England received
a vision of Jesus and Mary and a
spiritual commission to build a
‘Holy House of Nazareth’ literally
as a pilgrimage site for the many
people who would have liked to
take the dangerous journey to the
Holy Land but could not. The
most important pilgrimage for
one to take is for one’s good and
godly thoughts and intentions to
travel down to the heart and out
through the hands in acts of faith,
hope, love and service of God
and others in prayer, justice and
charity, but we as bodily creatures
also need holy space and places
to go to.
Sadly,
Walsingham
was
suppressed by Henry the Eighth
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as part of the closing, pillaging
and confiscation of the monasteries
and places of pilgrimage in the 16th
Century. However, the 1340 Slipper
Chapel survived as a building and
was restored and revived as a place
of pilgrimage in 1896. Fr. Alfred
Hope Patten from 1931 through
1938 opened the Anglican Shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham and today
there is an Eastern Orthodox shrine
in Walsingham also.
Mary, the New Ark of the New
Covenant in Heaven in the Book
of Revelation, should be an icon
of us all in our commitment to
Christ as Lord and Savior and as
servants of God’s Will and Love.
Mary at Cana’s wedding feast, a
foreshadowing of the Eternal Feast
of the Lamb in Heaven, said “Do
whatever he [Jesus] tells you.” At
the Annunciation Mary said, “Let
it done to me according to your
[Heavenly] word.” May we be as
swift and eager to do God’s Will and
to live Christ’s Love as Mary was.
Father James J. O’Driscoll
¶ This sermon was preached at Evensong in
Stonehill College on September 20, 2015.
Fr O’Driscoll is parochial vicar in Holy
Family Parish, Rockland and a long-time
friend and frequent celebrant and preacher
of the Anglican Use Mass.

LABOR DAY is
a holiday which
recognizes the right
of the laborer to a
proper return. It also
sets our work within the context of
the common good and-the rightful
aspirations of other workers. In
economic hard times this “day off”
ought also to arouse our concern
for those who are out of work.
Always a Monday, this year’s
Labor Day is September 5th.

NO RIGHT TO
ABORTION

A

ccording to LifeNews.
com (May 26) in late May
at a global summit in Istanbul,
the Vatican Secretary of State,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin countered
efforts to add a right to abortion
under the Geneva Convention.
Some are pushing for this in
response to violence against
women by Boko Haram, ISIS and
other groups. Cardinal Parolin
encouraged “religious institutions
and Catholic organizations to
accompany victims of rape in
crisis situations, who in turn,
need effective and ongoing
psychological,
spiritual
and
material assistance for themselves
as well as for their children,
conceived and born of rape.”
He reminded attendees that,
“The Holy See emphasizes that
there is no right to abortion under
international human rights law or
international humanitarian law
and repeats the exhortation of the
Secretary-General that States and
non-State parties to armed conflictmust refrain from ‘expansive and
contentious interpretations’ of
international law.”
From Around the World
¶ This article was included in the July
2016 issue of The Helpers of God’s
Precious Infants, Inc. (Issue 49) You may
contact the Boston Chapter at P.O. Box
472, Arlington, MA 02476
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ONE DAY THIS WOMAN WAS BORN
Satan’s sin seduced, corrupted half
of the angels.
And Adam’s sin seduced,
corrupted the blood of the
whole human race.
Such that only half of the angels
were pure.
And nothing of the men.
Not one of the men.
In the whole of creation,
With the native purity, with the
young purity, with the first
purity,
with the created purity, with the
infant purity, with the purity of
creation itself.
When it happened that this unique
creature was created,
Blessed among women,
Infinitely unique; infinitely rare,
Now.
Infinitely pleasing to God.
And at the hour of our death amen,
Preeminent among all creatures.
When finally, when this unique
creature was created one day in
time for eternity,
For the salvation of the world:
To be the Mother of God.
To be woman and yet to be pure ...
In all creatures there’s something
missing.
Not only that they’re not the
Creator,
Not God their Creator ...
But besides this they are always
lacking something.
What those that are carnal lack is
precisely being pure.
This we know.

But what those that are pure lack is
precisely being carnal.
This we ought to know.
And she however doesn’t lack
anything.
Except truly to be God himself.
To be her Creator.
(But this is in the order of things.)
Because being carnal she is pure.
But, being pure, she is also
carnal.
And it’s for this that she is not only
unique among women.
But she’s unique among all
creatures...
Literally the first after God. After
the Creator.
Immediately after.
Just below, the very first step below
God.
In the celestial hierarchy.
It was in this disaster. In this flaw.
In this lack.
In this disaster where in half of the
angels and in all of the men,
there
was no longer anything carnal that
was pure,
With the purity of birth.
When one day this woman was
born of the tribe of Judea
For the salvation of the world
Because she was full of grace.
Charles Péguy
¶ Charles Péguy was a French poet,
essayist, and editor. He died in battle
during World War I, age 41. He had
returned to the Church late in his young
life. This poem is taken from The Portal of
the Mystery/of Hope, published by Wm B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2003.

THE NATIVITY
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Thursday, September 8, 2016
Masses in St. Theresa of Avila
Church
at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Democratice VP choice, Tim Kaine,
has been widely identified as a
Roman Catholic. It is also reported
that he publicly supports “freedom
of choice” for abortion, same-sex
marriage, gay adoptions, and the
ordination of women as priests. All of
these positions are clearly contrary to
well-established Catholic teachings;
all of them have been opposed by
Pope Francis as well.
Senator Kaine has said, “My faith
is central to everything I do.” But
apparently, and unfortunately, his
faith isn’t central to his public,
political life.
Bishop Thomas J. Tobin
¶ Bishop Tobin is the Bishop of Providence,
Rhode Island.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ The Ordinariate Congregation of
St. Gregory the Great will observe
its Feast of Title with a Pontifical
High Mass on Friday, September
2nd at 7:30 p.m. in St. Andrew’s
Church, Billerica. The Most Rev’d
Steven J. Lopes will be celebrant
and preacher. You are invited to
attend.
Ñ Fr. James O’Driscoll will be our
celebrant and preacher on Sunday,
September 4th.
Ñ Dr. Janet Hunt, assisted by
Jennifer Hunt on flute, will perform
an Organ Recital of works by J.S.
Bach, Mendelssohn, Marcello
and Pinkham at Saint John’s
Seminary Main Chapel, 127 Lake
Street, Brighton, Mass. on Sunday,
September 25 at 3:00 p.m.
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of someone who may be interested
in the Catholic Faith please speak
to Father Bradford.
Ñ Our summer altar flower chart
dates are winding down but
there may be a few open dates in
September. The altar flower chart
is available on Sundays at the
coffee hour after Mass.
Ñ We will begin using the Healy
Willan Mass setting on Sunday,
September 27th. This is found at
numbers 710–713 in The Hymnal
1940.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass
for the financial support of the
congregation will be conducted
during the month of October.

Ñ Congratulations to Bishop
Emilio Allué on the occasion of his
jubilee anniversary of ordination.
A celebration in honor of the
jubilee will be held at the Noon
Mass on Sunday, September 18th
in St. Theresa of Avila Church. In
recent years Bishop Allué has been
a frequent preacher to us during
Lent.
Ñ Allen Sloane and his wife Linda
have settled into their new home in
Lawrence, Kansas. You may write
to Allen at 2100 Haskell Ave, Apt
E2, Lawrence KS 66046 or email
him at etcher18@yahoo.com.

Ñ Inquirers’ classes are offered each
fall for those interested in learning
more about the Catholic Church.
These sessions meet with the
chaplain, at a mutually convenient
time to be determined, and consist of
presentations from The Catechism
of the Catholic Church. If you know

The Good Samaritan

THE YEAR
OF MERCY

B

lessed are the merciful, for
they shall receive mercy. My
brothers and sisters, sweet is the
thought of mercy, but even more
so is mercy itself. It is what all
men hope for, but unfortunately,
not what all men deserve. For
while all men wish to receive it,
only a few are willing to give it.
How can a man ask for himself
what he refuses to give to another?

If he expects to receive any mercy
in heaven, he should give mercy on
earth. Do we all desire to receive
mercy? Let us make mercy our
patroness now, and she will free us
in the world to come. Yes, there is
mercy in heaven, but the road to it is
paved by our merciful acts on earth.
As Scripture says: Lord, your mercy
is in heaven.
There is, therefore, an earthly as
well as heavenly mercy, that is to
say, a human and a divine mercy.
Human mercy has compassion on
the miseries of the poor. Divine
mercy grants forgiveness of sins.
Whatever human mercy bestows
here on earth, divine mercy will
return to us in our homeland. In this
life God feels cold and hunger in
all who are stricken with poverty;
for, remember, he once said: What
you have done to the least of my
brothers you have done to me. Yes,
God who sees fit to give his mercy
in heaven wishes it to be a reality
here on earth.
What kind of people are we? When
God gives, we wish to receive, but
when he begs, we refuse to give.
Remember, it was Christ who said: I
was hungry and you gave me nothing
to eat. When the poor are starving,
Christ too hungers. Do not neglect
to improve the unhappy conditions
of the poor, if you wish to ensure
that your own sins be forgiven you.
Christ hungers now, my brethren; it
is he who deigns to hunger and thirst
in the persons of the poor. And what
he will return in heaven tomorrow
is what he receives here on earth
today.
What do you wish for, what do
you pray for, my dear brothers and
sisters, when you come to church?
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Is it mercy? How can it be anything
else? Show mercy, then, while you
are on earth, and mercy will be
shown to you in heaven. A poor
person asks you for something; you
ask God for something. He begs for
a morsel of food; you beg for eternal
life. Give to the beggar so that you
may merit to receive from Christ.
For he it is who says: Give and it will
be given to you. It baffles me that
you have the impudence to ask for
what you do not want to give. Give
when you come to church. Give to
the poor. Give them whatever your
resources will allow.
Saint Caesarius of Arles
¶ Saint Caesarius (468/470–542) was
bishop of Arles (near Marseille) and a
popular preacher in his own day. He
presided over the important Council of
Orange in 529. It affirmed that faith,
although a free act, nevertheless is the
result of the grace of God.

THE PERFECT
SYMBOL OF
OUR HOPE

A

t one time there were two
festivals of the Holy Cross,
one on May 3rd, which focused
on the discovery of the true cross.
The other festival is today’s date,
September 14th. This observance
originally celebrated the dedication
of two basilicas, erected by the
Emperor Constantine, one on
Calvary, and the other at the Holy
Sepulchre. Later, today’s feast also
commemorated the return of the
Cross to Jerusalem after another
emperor, Heraclius, defeated the
Persians. From the 11th to the 14th
centuries it was the thought of the
true cross that inspired the Crusaders
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in their battles for the Holy Land.
All of that is history, interesting, but
far-away.
What concerns us is that the
Crucifix remains the perfect symbol
of our hope for the remission of sins.
I am not speaking about a plain,
empty, cross. That is a reminder of
an ancient form of cruel execution!
But the crucifix, containing as it does
the figure of the Lord’s dead body,
is the visible and tangible pledge of
Almighty God’s divine sorrow and
death for us sinners. It is a reminder
of the pitifulness of our condition
without His redeeming Love. Don’t
give us an empty cross. Give us a
crucifix, every time!

ANGLICAN
USE MASS ON
SATURDAY
8:00 a.m.
at the Marian altar
Saint Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury

Saint Bernard reminded us that
God the Father did not demand the
death of His Son Jesus, yet accepted
September 3rd
It when It was offered. God did not ¶ No Mass on Saturday
th
or September 10 . Masses resume on
thirst for blood but for salvation. September 17th.
And salvation was in the Blood of
His Son.
be deceived in everything because
The Cross then always reveals of your subtle self-love.
two great facts we must always Here, then, are the signs by which
acknowledge; the hideous character to know if these rays of light come
of sin, and the ineffable Love of from the Father of all light. These
God. Acknowledging these two signs may be reduced to three. The
facts is what governs our lives. first is that these lights produce an
Today’s feast reminds us that we ever more admirable knowledge of
exalt the Cross, and hail it as our God, who, while revealing himself
one reliance.
to us, gives us a deeper and deeper
Father Bradford knowledge of his incomprehensible
greatness. In a word, this light leads
¶ A sermon preached on Holy Cross Day in
2011. This year the feast of the Holy Cross us to love God our Father more and
more and to increase the sacrifices
is Wednesday, September 14th.
we make for his honor and glory.
The second sign is an ever greater
THE RAY OF LIGHT knowledge of ourselves, a deeper
and deeper sense of humility at the
ou say that you are unable
thought that such a wretched creature
to distinguish whether the rays
should have had the effrontery to
of light which appear at times in the
offend him and still dares to look
depths of your soul come from God
at him and tend towards him. The
or from others and that you fear to

Y
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third sign is that these heavenly rays
produce in the soul an increasing
contempt for all that belongs to this
earth, with the exception of those
things which may prove useful for
the service of God.
Now, if such rays of light produce
these three effects in your soul,
consider them as coming from God.
Neither the enemy much less our
own imagination can produce these
effects in the soul.

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina
¶ Padre Pio (1887–1968) was an Italian
Capuchin priest renowned even during his
lifetime for sanctity and spiritual direction.
This excerpt is taken from a general collection
of Letters of Padre Pio. His feast day is Friday,
September 23rd.

Solemn Evensong
& Sermon
Sunday, September 25, 2016
4:00 p.m.
Chapel of Mary
Stonehill College
Easton, Massachusetts
¶ This is our eleventh annual
joint evensong hosted by our
congregation and St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Brockton
A reception follows the service

FEAST OF SAINT MICHAEL
AND ALL ANGELS
Thursday, September 29, 2016
7:30 p.m.
Nineteenth Anniversary of the Anglican Use in Boston
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
Saint Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill
A reception will follow the service.
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THE LIGHT OF A CHRISTIAN CANNOT
ESCAPE NOTICE

T

here is nothing colder than a Christian who does
not seek to save others.
You cannot plead poverty here;
the widow putting in her two small
coins will be your accuser. Peter
said: “Silver and gold I have not.
Paul was so poor that he was often
hungry and went without necessary
food.
You cannot plead humble birth, for
they were humbly born, of humble
stock. You cannot offer the excuse
of lack of education, for they were
uneducated. You cannot plead ill
health, for Timothy also had poor
health, with frequent illnesses.
Each one can help his neighbor if
only he is willing to do what is in
his power. Look at the trees that do
not bear fruit; have you not noticed
how strong and fine they are,
upstanding, smooth and tall? If we
had a garden, we would much prefer

Here is a progress report on our
response to Dr. Philip Crotty’s
generous matching grant. He will
match up to $5,000 donated by our
parishioners and friends to reduce
some indebtedness left over from
last year.
To date we have received $4,519.00.
Many thanks to our donors! You still
have until October 15th to match the
offer and receive Dr. Crotty’s gift.
Please indicate DEBT REDUCTION
on your gift.

trees with fruit—pomegranates
and olives—to trees that are for
pleasure, not for utility, and any
utility thee have is small.
Such are those men who think
only of their own concerns. In
fact, they are even worse: the trees
are at least useful for building or
for protection, whereas the selfish
are fit only for punishment. Such
were those foolish virgins who
were chaste, comely and selfcontrolled, but did nothing for
anyone. So they are consumed in
the fire. Such are those men who
refuse to give Christ food.
Notice that none of them is
accused of personal sins. They
are not accused of committing
fornication or perjury or any such
sin at all: only of not helping
anybody else. The man who
buried the talent was like this. His
life was blameless, but he was of
no service to others.
How can such a person be a
Christian? Tell me, if yeast did not
make the whole mass like itself, is
it really yeast? Again, if perfume
failed to pervade all around it
with its fragrance, would we call
it perfume?
Do not say: it is impossible for
me to influence others. If you are a
Christian, it is impossible for this
not to happen. Things found in
nature cannot be denied; so here,
for it is a question of the nature of
the Christian.
Do not insult God. If you say
that the sun cannot shine, you
have insulted him. If you say that
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a Christian cannot help others, you
have insulted God and called him
a liar. It is easier for the sun not to
give its warmth or shine than for
the Christian not to shed his light.
It is easier for light to be darkness
than for this to happen. Do not
say then that it is impossible. The
opposite is impossible. Do not insult
God. If we have put our affairs in
order, these things will certainly
come to be, and will follow as a
natural consequence. The light of a
Christian cannot escape notice. So
bright a lamp cannot be hidden.
Saint John Chrysostom
¶ Saint John lived from c. 349–407,
was archbishop of Constantinople and
is a Doctor of the Church. The epithet
Chrysostomos means “gold-mouthed”
and is a tribute to the eloquence of his
preaching. His feast day is September 13th,
a Tuesday this year.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Elio
tS
t.

d

Roa

Ch

ve
ll A
Hi
Boylston St. (Rte 9)

e
Le

ser

vo

ir R

d.

He
at
h

Re

St
.

.
St

Contra Mundum

ing
ann

ut
tn
es
Ch

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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