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WELCOME SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT
MEMBERS

n September 3rd, at a
meeting presided over by
The Most Revd. Steven J. Lopes, it
was announced the St. Gregory the
Great Ordinariate Parish meeting in
Stoneham, will be hosted by another
community. This decision was
necessitated by the long-planned
retirement of Fr. Jurgen Liias, its
founding pastor, and the present
inability of the congregation to
support the funding of a full-time
priest.
At the direction of Bishop Lopes,
and with the concurrence of the

Archdiocese of Boston and my
own counsel and consent, it was
announced the members of the
Ordinariate congregation would
join St Athanasius for services
and pastoral care.

This means we will, in effect,
become a “blended” parish. The
Anglican Use, per se, no longer
exists. But the Congregation of
Saint Athanasius has parish status
within the Archdiocese of Boston.
All members of Saint Gregory’s
who were eligible to join the
Ordinariate and did so remain
in that affiliation. Likewise, any
member of Saint Athanasius who
is eligible to join the Ordinariate
is free to do so.
If God blesses us with increase,
the long-term plan is that the
congregation will become a
sustainable Ordinariate parish.
Bishop Lopes greatly desires to
build upon the long-time Anglican
Use presence in Boston. If all
goes well, at my retirement, any
successor as pastor would be an
Ordinariate priest.
Father Liias will offer his
last Mass as pastor on October
16th. And so this month we

will welcome wholeheartedly
the members of Saint Gregory
the Great Ordinariate Parish as
together we continue to serve the
Lord Jesus Christ and worship Him
in the beauty of holiness, which is
our Anglican heritage. As we do
that, we constantly give thanks that
our Holy Mother, the Catholic and
Apostolic Church, has taken us
into her embrace and so generously
given us the wonderful provisions
we enjoy.
Father Bradford
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GUARDIAN
ANGELS

W

hen anyone prays,
the angels that minister
to God and watch over mankind
gather round about him and join
with him in his prayer. Nor is
that all. Every Christian—each
of the ‘little ones’ who are in the
Church—has an angel of his own,
who “always beholds the face of
our Father which is in heaven”
(Matt. 18:10), and who looks upon
the Godhead of the Creator. This
angel prays with us and works
with us, as far as he can, to obtain
the things for which we ask.
“The angel of the Lord,” so it is
written, “encamps beside those
who fear the Lord and delivers
them” (Ps. 33:8), while Jacob
speaks of “the angel who delivers
me from all evils” (Gen. 48:16):
and what he says is true not of
himself only but of all those who
set their trust in God. It would
seem, then, that when a number
of the faithful meet together
genuinely for the glory of Christ,
since they all fear the Lord, each
of them will have, encamped
beside him, his own angel whom
God has appointed to guard him
and care for him. So, when the
saints are assembled, there will
be a double Church, one of men
and one of angels.
ORIGEN
¶ Origen (185-c. 254) was an early
Church Father based at Alexandria
and later at Caesarea in Palestine. This
selection is from On Prayer, written in
232-235 at Caesarea.
¶ The Feast of the Guardian Angels is
October 2nd, a Sunday this year.

IMPLEMENTING
SACROSANCTUM
CONCILIUM

I

want to make an appeal to all
priests. You may have read my
article in L’Osservatore Romano
one year ago (12 June 2015) or
my interview with the journal
Famille Chretienne in May of this
year. On both occasions I said that
I believe that it is very important
that we return as soon as possible
to a common orientation, of priests
and the faithful turned together in
the same direction —Eastwards or
at least towards the apse—to the
Lord who comes, in those parts
of the liturgical rites when we are
addressing God. This practice is
permitted by current liturgical
legislation. It is perfectly legitimate
in the modern rite. Indeed, I think it
is a very important step in ensuring
that in our celebrations the Lord is
truly at the centre.
And so, dear Fathers, I ask you to
implement this practice wherever
possible, with prudence and with
the necessary catechesis, certainly,
but also with a pastor’s confidence
that this is something good for the
Church, something good for our
people. Your own pastoral judgement
will determine how and when this
is possible, but perhaps beginning
this on the first Sunday of Advent

this year, when we attend “the
Lord who will come” and “who
will not delay” (see: Introit, Mass
of Wednesday of the first week
of Advent) may be a very good
time to do this. Dear Fathers, we
should listen again to the lament
of God proclaimed by the prophet
Jeremiah: “they have turned their
back to me” (2:27). Let us turn
again towards the Lord!

Where kneeling and genuflection
have disappeared from the
liturgy, they need to be restored,
in particular for our reception
of our Blessed Lord in Holy
Communion. Dear Fathers, where
possible and with the pastoral
prudence of which I spoke earlier,
form your people in this beautiful
act of worship and love. Let us
kneel in adoration and love before
the Eucharistic Lord once again!
“Man is not fully man unless he
falls on his knees before God to
adore Him, to contemplate his
dazzling sanctity and let himself
be remodeled in his image and
likeness” (R. Sarah, On the Road
to Ninive, Pauline Publications
Africa 2012, p.199).
Robert Cardinal Sarah

¶ These excerpts are taken from an
address by Cardinal Sarah at the Sacra
Liturgia Conference in London on 5 July
2016. Cardinal Sarah is Prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship and
Discipline of the Sacraments. We are
grateful to Fr Stravinskas for publishing
even more excerpts in the current
(Volume XIII, No.2) issue of The Catholic
Response.
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MINDS DISORDERED BY SIN

tockholm
Syndrome
is a psychological curiosity
which describes a condition in
which victims of oppression find
themselves experiencing feelings
of sympathy and even affection for
their persecutors. It takes its name
from a hostage situation in the capital
of Sweden in 1973, when bank
employees were held at gunpoint
for six days. During this time they
developed emotional attachments to
their captors, declined to co-operate
with attempts to release them and
even kissed and hugged the hostagetakers when the siege ended, before
going on to defend them during
the trial. This sort of phenomenon
is also known more broadly in the
world of psychologists as “capturebonding” and “traumatic bonding”.
Apparently victims come to mistake
any lack of abuse by their captors/
tormentors as positive kindness.
Captivity gives them an irrational
sense of security and belonging, and
they dread liberation into the wide
world.
Stockholm Syndrome is one
of the more baffling vagaries of
human nature, and it is as old as
original sin. The serpent promised
Eve that if she took the forbidden
fruit she would be like God and
would never die. Flattered by the
attention, silly old Eve immediately
forgot that she had already been
created in the image and likeness
of God and bestowed with the gift
of immortality. In sinning, Adam
and Eve subjected mankind to the
tyranny of Satan. With our intellects
clouded and the original harmony
that existed between our mind, will
and passions disrupted, we are easily

convinced that imprisonment in vice
is more fulfilling than the freedom
that comes with virtue. The devil
is the architect of a “Project Fear”
which he uses to persuade us that
slavery and darkness are preferable
to freedom and light.

We can detect an early
manifestation
of
Stockholm
Syndrome in those Jews who were
reluctant to allow Moses to lead
them from bondage in Egypt to a
land flowing with milk and honey
and who, after their release, pined
for the three square meals a day
with plenty of onions that they had
enjoyed in captivity. In the New
Testament Our Lord declares: “If you
continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the
truth and the truth will set you free.”
The Jews, oppressed by the pagan
Roman invaders on one side and
the tyranny of religious leaders who
have turned the law into a crushing
burden on the other, reply: “We are
descendants of Abraham, and have
never been in bondage to anyone.”
Our Lord has to explain: “Everyone
who commits a sin is a slave to sin.”
It is significant that it is within this
context that He makes the explosive
revelation: “Before Abraham was, I
am”, recalling, God’s revelation of
His own Name (“I Am Who Am”)
when He commissioned Moses to
deliver His people from bondage in
Egypt.
Spiritual Stockholm Syndrome can
afflict us in many ways. In an era in
which there are so many stimulants
within easy reach, there are
numberless addictions, which can
have us enslaved before we know
it. The Internet offers resources

which, if used prudently, can enrich
our spiritual lives. At the same
time, if meditation on the Gospel
is substituted with the devouring of
every morsel of Catholic “news”,
then, our hearts can soon become
dungeons of despondency, cluttered
with the dead bones of ecclesiastical
political intrigue. We need to allow
ourselves to be freed from this if we
are to flourish into that for which we
have been created. If we have made
idols of our anxieties and fears;
then we need to pray for the grace
to smash them so that unfettered we
can proceed in hope and joy.
The Holy Door of this Jubilee Year
of Mercy is a potent symbol of the
liberation offered by the Gospel.
Unburdened of the guilt of sins and
refreshed with Sanctifying Grace
in the Sacrament of Penance, we
may also be freed from all temporal
punishment due to sin by means of
the indulgences attached to the Holy
Door by the Sovereign Pontiff. The
conditions are Confession, Holy
Communion and prayers for the
Pope, and we also need to pray for
the grace of detachment from all
sin if we are to gain a “plenary” or
complete indulgence for ourselves
or for a Holy Soul in Purgatory. If
we have not yet taken advantage of
this blessing, we should do so. Holy
Doors have been erected all across
the country to make it as easy as
possible.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the June 2016
(Vol 93, No. 1141) issue of The Oratory
Parish Magazine, the parish paper of the
Brompton (London) Oratory.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Fr. James J.
O’Driscoll who was our celebrant
and preacher on Sunday, September
4th. He is a long-time friend and
supporter of our congregation and
known to all of you. The sermon
he preached at last year’s Stonehill
College evensong was featured
in last month’s parish paper. Fr.
O’Driscoll is parochial vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland.
Ñ For sung Masses we are now once
again using the Second Communion
Service (Hymnal 1940 numbers
710-713), which was composed by
Healy Willan.
Ñ Congratulations and best wishes
to Bishop Emilio S. Allué who
recently observed the Fiftieth
Anniversary of Ordination to the
Sacred Priesthood and Twentieth
Anniversary of Ordination to the
Episcopate. He is a member of
the Salesian Order and a retired
auxiliary bishop of Boston. Bishop
Allué has been a preacher at Lenten
Stations & Benediction for the past
few years.

Ñ Inquirers’ classes are offered each
Fall for those interested in learning
more about the Catholic Church.
These sessions meet with the
chaplain, at a mutually convenient
time to be determined, and consist of
presentations from The Catechism
of the Catholic Church. A syllabus
is
available.
If you know
of
someone
who may be
interested in the
Catholic Faith
please speak to
Father Bradford.

I

SABBATH
ATTITUDE

f then a man without
religion (supposing it possible)
were admitted into heaven,
doubtless he would sustain a great
disappointment. Before, indeed,
he fancied that he could be happy
there; but when he arrived there,
he would find no discourse but that
which he had shunned on earth, no
pursuits but those he had disliked
or despised, nothing which bound
him to aught else in the universe,
and made him feel at home, nothing
which he could enter into and rest
upon. He would perceive himself
to be an isolated being, cut away by
Supreme Power from those objects
which were still entwined around
his heart. Nay, he would be in the
presence of that Supreme Power,
whom he never on earth could bring
himself steadily to think upon, and
whom now he regarded only as the
destroyer of all that was precious
and dear to him. Ah! He could not
bear the face of the Living God; the
Holy God would be no object of joy
to him. “Let us alone! What have we
to do with you?” is the sole thought
and desire of unclean souls, even
while they acknowledge his majesty.
None but the holy can look upon the
Holy One; without holiness no man
can endure to see the Lord ...
A careless, a sensual, an
unbelieving mind, a mind destitute
of the love and fear of God, with
narrow views and earthly aims, a
low standard of duty, and a benighted
conscience, a mind contented with
itself, and unresigned to God’s will,
would feel as little pleasure, at the
last day, at the words, “Enter into
the joy of your Lord,” as it does now

at the words, “Let us pray.” Nay,
much less, because, while we are in
a church, we may turn our thoughts
to other subjects, and contrive to
forget that God is looking on us; but
that will not be possible in heaven.
Blessed John Henry Newman

¶ Cardinal Newman (1801–1890) was
beatified by Pope Benedict XVI in 2010.
Msgr. Knox said Newman was the most
important convert since St Augustine. Feast
day is October 9th, a Sunday this year.
This article is taken from Prayers, Poems
Meditations, a 1990 publication of
Crossroad Publishing.

ABSOLUTELY
SPLENDID LEPERS!

I

n preaching about the
cleansing of the ten lepers, in
recent years I have found more
food for thought in the earlier part
of the incident than in the later
part. Indeed it seems that by verses
seventeen and eighteen the story
becomes confused.
If the official verdict of cleanliness
could only be given after a proper
sacrifice, as prescribed in Leviticus,
then the Jewish lepers had to
make a journey to Jerusalem to
show themselves to the priests.
In the Jewish religion there were
no neighborhood parish priests.
The priests were attached to the
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Jerusalem Temple, and people went
there to offer sacrifice. And so at the
end of the encounter, when only one
of the cleansed lepers returned to
give thanks, it is hard to understand
how the other nine could be called
ungrateful. Since as Jews they were
obeying Christ’s orders to go to
Jerusalem, their return could not be
expected for a few days at the very
least. Their absence to give thanks is
no proof of their ingratitude to Christ.
And, after all, their giving “glory to
God” could be done anywhere, not
just in Christ’s Presence.
But St Luke’s gospel is interested
in Samaritans. He alone has the
parable of the Good Samaritan.
Luke alone tells this story of the
ten lepers, with the one returning to
give thanks being a Samaritan. This
makes us wonder if St Luke has
taken an original incident involving
Our Lord and expanded the story
for his own special reasons. Is it
possible that in Luke’s own day the
Christians were putting up the same
kind of resistance to the Samaritans
that the Jews did? Did Luke see a
need to pull down such a barrier?
Those are the types of questions
Bible scholars ask.

of the devil, I am sure not all who
stand afar off are lepers. And the
nearer companions of Christ have
the capacity to keep ‘Others away
from the Lord.’ The chosen Twelve
are on record as sometimes trying
to turn people away.
But then there are these absolutely
splendid lepers! They meet Christ
as He entered a village. They were
not put off by thoughts He might
be weary and needed to rest. They
were urgent to press their case,
and they did this even though their
leprosy required them to keep their
distance. These lepers knew their
state, and I wonder if we know ours
as well. And knowing it, they were
not ashamed to cry for mercy. They
were so humble. Their condition
was desperate and tragic, yet it did
not occur to them to tell Jesus what
to do. They only appealed to the
compassion of Christ.

And then in answer, the Lord
tried their obedience. He did not
tell them they should be cured for
their efforts, but to act as if they had
been cured. “Go show yourselves to
the priests.” Yet not one of them is
recorded as saying “that’s not good
enough, Jesus.” When Elisha told
Be that as it may, the whole Naaman the leper to go wash in
incident gives us much to ponder. the Jordan River, he balked at first,
If you were staging this scene, there saying that the rivers of Syria were
are obviously two groups, one near better than any Jewish river! Not
Jesus and the other afar off. But I so these men. They had satisfied
suspect that there are those in both themselves in advance that Jesus
groups who are true companions of had the power to heal. And they had
the Lord, and others whose hearts the grace to obey in simplicity.
are turned in another direction.
We miss the point if we pity the
Both as the possessor of a fallen
but redeemed soul (which has the
capacity to deny its Lord every day)
and as a confessor to souls snared
by the dirty and cheap little tricks
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lepers. Or if we feel indignation
at their ingratitude. That is all
misplaced. Doing what the Lord
commanded was a great act of
faith. Christ once said ~ All things

¶ Saint Luke’s Day is Tuesday,
October 18th. Masses in St.
Theresa of Avila Church are at
6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
whatsoever ye pray and ask for,
believe that ye have received them
and ye shall have them.”

Souls are more often liable to
lament over some real or imagined
bête-noir and yet refuse the cure
to be found in the observance of
an obvious course of duty. But
here we are told to expect God to
meet us with mercy when we are
found practicing the precepts of
our religion. Theologians call this
cooperating with grace. And the ten
lepers have just given us a master
class.
Father Bradford

¶ This sermon was preached on October
10, 2004. Luke 17:11-19 is the Gospel at
Mass on October 9th.

THE PROVING OF
THE CAKE

S

uppose for a moment
that you are going to honour me
by coming to tea with me on some
Sunday afternoon in the near future,
and that the lady who presides over
our kitchen at All Saints’, Margaret
Street, has most kindly, as she
generally does for Sundays, made a
cake, of which one of my assistant
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clergy has just finished eating a slice
as you and I sit down. And let us say
that you get fussy about it in a way
very unusual to your accustomed
very common-sense self. You
refuse to eat any of the cake unless
you are convinced beforehand that
you will like it. My colleague who
has eaten some explains to both of
us that he has just had a slice and
that it is particularly good, but that
is not enough for you. You insist
that you must have a complete and
convincing proof before you eat
any. But, of course, as you and I
know, there is no convincing proof
except that of eating some. So there
you are! And there also are a great
many extraordinarily nice folk,
whom you and I know, who take up
precisely this position with regard
to Christianity.
Dom Bernard Clements, OSB

¶ Dom Bernard Clements was an Anglican
monk long active in African mission work
and later Vicar of All Saints, Margaret
Street, London. He was well known for
his radio talks on BBC before and during
World War II. He died in 1942.

THE PRAYER OF
QUIET

N

ow, daughters, I still
want to describe this prayer
of quiet to you, in the way I have
heard it talked about, and as the
Lord has been pleased to teach it
to me, perhaps in order that I might
describe it to you. It is in this kind of
prayer, as I have said, that the Lord
seems to me to begin to show us that
he is hearing our petition; he begins
to give us his Kingdom on earth so
that we may truly praise him and
hallow his name and strive to make
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others do likewise.

This is a supernatural state, and
however hard we try, we cannot
reach it for ourselves; for it is a state
in which the soul enters into peace,
or rather in which the Lord gives it
peace through his presence, as he
did to that just man Simeon. In this
state all the faculties are stilled. The
soul, in a way which has nothing to
do with the outward senses, realizes
that it is now very close to its God,
and that, if it were but a little closer,
it would become one with him,
through union.

This is not because it sees him
either with its bodily or with its
spiritual eyes. The just man Simeon
saw no more than a poor little child,
who, to judge from the swaddling
clothes in which he was wrapped,
might well have been the son of
these poor people rather than the Son
of his heavenly Father. But the child
himself revealed to him who he was.
Just so, though less clearly, does
the soul know who he is. It cannot
understand how it knows him, yet
it can only understand that it is in
the Kingdom (or at least near to the
King who will give it the Kingdom),
and it feels such reverence that
it dares to ask nothing. It is, as it
were, in a swoon both inwardly and
outwardly, so that the outward man
does not wish to move, but rests,
like one who has almost reached the
end of his journey, so that it may
better start again on its way, with
redoubled strength for the task.
Saint Theresa of Avila

¶ St. Theresa was a prominent Spanish
mystic and Carmelite nun. She has been
declared a Doctor of the Church. The Way
of Perfection, from which this passage is
taken, was written before 1567. Feast day
is October 15th.

SS. Simon and Jude
App. and MM.
¶ Feast day is Friday, October
28th. Masses in St. Theresa of
Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m.

¶ During October the congregation
will conduct its annual Every
Member Canvass for the financial
support of its programs for the
coming year. Please be generous
and return your pledge card
promptly. Many thanks!

We also remind you that the final
days to contribute to our debt
reduction fund, which is being
matched by a generous matching

grant of up to $5000.00 by Dr. Philip
Crotty, is nearing an end. .
To date we have received $4,800.00.
Many thanks to our donors! You still
have until October 15th to match the
offer and receive Dr. Crotty’s gift.
Please indicate DEBT REDUCTION
on your gift.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

THE FEAST OF
ALL SAINTS

¶ All Saints’ Day is Tuesday,
November 1st. It is a Holy Day
of Obligation. There is no
Anglican Use Mass. Mass in
the Ordinary Form is offered in
Saint Lawrence Church at 7:00
p.m.
Masses in St Mary’s Church,
Brookline at 7:30 a.m. and 12:10
p.m.
In St Theresa’s Church, West
Roxbury, Masses are Oct 31st
(Vigil) at 4 p.m., November 1st at
6:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.

MARCH
FOR LIFE IN
MASSACHUSETTS

The annual March for Life on
Boston Common is Sunday,
October 9th. It honors Respect
Life Month. The march forms at
1 p.m. at the Parkman Bandstand
where Cardinal O’Malley and
others will address the marchers,
and then the march continues
around the perimeter of the Public
Garden and Boston Common. You
are invited to add your witness for
life on behalf of the thousands
who have no one to speak for
them but you.

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

ALL SOULS’
DAY
Commemoration of All
Faithful Departed

Wednesday,
November 2, 2016
Solemn Requiem Mass
in the Anglican Use
7:30 p.m.
in Saint Lawrence Church
Chestnut Hill, Mass
¶ intercession papers are
available in the tract case
during the month of October.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

ANGLICAN
USE MASS ON
SATURDAY

Mass is offered at 8:00 a.m. at
the Marian altar in Saint Theresa
of Avila Church. Enter via the
pavilion or St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
Please note there is no Saturday
Mass on October 22nd and 29th
when Fr. Bradford is away from
Boston.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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