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Media vita in morte sumus

In the midst of life we be in death
Of whome may we seke for succor
but of thee, O lorde.
Book of Common Prayer 1550

I

n November, the month
of the Holy Souls and the
faithful departed, our thoughtful
prayers turn to those who have
gone before us. Throughout the
year and especially at the very
beginning of November on All
Saints’ Day we celebrate the
feasts of those ‘who rejoice with
us, but upon another shore and
in a greater light’, the Church
Triumphant.

But then Holy Church turns our
attention immediately on the
following day, and for the rest of
the month to those departed this
life ‘in Thy faith and fear’ and
who yet await the eternal light,
the Church Expectant.
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1994 speaks still of
those ‘have died and are being
purified, while still others are
in glory, contemplating ‘in full
light, God himself triune and
one, exactly as he is.’
We subsume ourselves, the
Church Militant, with the
souls in Purgatory and with
the blessed in Heaven under
that consoling solidarity which

the Apostles’ Creed offers
us: the Communion of
Saints (Sanctorum communio),
a network of prayer and
support.
The Church Triumphant, the
saints in Heaven, have already
attained beatitude, but we,
the Church Militant, and the
Church Expectant share in
waiting, with the marked
difference that they, having
died in a state of grace, have
assurance of beatitude after a
period of purification, while
we must still ‘earn our spurs’
and restore ourselves to and
remain in a state of grace. We
must still fight temptation and
keep spiritually fit through
the grace afforded to us in the
sacraments by the merits of
our Saviour; that is, we are the

Church Militant.
In this way we could say that we
constitute also a part of a Church
Expectant and, in fact, that we
might undertake as part of our
current life, also a purification,
however strange it may sound, a
sort of pre-Purgatory on earth.
That may seem at first forbidding,
but not if we view Purgatory not
as a period of fiery punishment.
Banish the metaphor for a
moment and think of this purging
instead as a period of growth
toward the mystical union with
God in Heaven, theosis, becoming
like God, in the language of the
Eastern church.
This process, in fact, we find
in both Eastern and Western
spiritual traditions, most clearly
for us in the Imitation of Christ,
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in the Spiritual Exercises of
Ignatius Loyola, and in the
explicit teachings of an entire
panoply of mystical saints.
The prime step in this
progression involves catharsis,
a via purgativa. Embarking on
this journey requires a guide,
a spiritual director, but your
confessor or pastor can readily
suggest persons and places to
start, usually best in a retreat
experience such as the Ignatian
Spiritual
exercises,
which,
when given as a so-called 19thannotation retreat, for example,
happen with weekly meetings
usually over an academic year.
But numerous other variations
also become readily available.
A ‘retreat’ of this sort helps
us learn to put spiritual
development at the center of
our lives where it belongs yet
without distracting us from
our daily responsibilities, but
rather placing them all in a
proper perspective.
In effect we learn to live a
spiritually centered life while
still ‘in the world’.
In many liturgical traditions
the year begins in November
or early December and
progresses from barrenness
through and into cycles of
growth and maturity. The
joys of Christmas and Easter
as well as the hardships
(and they should be hard) of
Advent and Lent, as well as
the superficially unexciting
plainness
of
what
we
prosaically now call Ordinary
time, all take on a spiritual
rhythm and a renewed sense
of purpose when we frame the
passing of time in a journey,
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even repeated journeys, upon
the via purgativa.
One can make oneself in this
twilight season no greater
present than to undertake a firm
commitment to pursue a course
of spritual growth through the
aid of a confessor.
Deacon M. J. Connolly
¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael J. Connolly
is incardinated as Archdeacon in the
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady
of Nareg in the United States and Canada
and teaches linguistics in Boston College.
He assists frequently in the Anglican Use.
His most recent contribution to Contra
Mundum was in July 2016.

THE FOUR LAST
THINGS

W

ITHIN THE CATHOLIC
DOCTRINE of “last things”
are: resurrection of the body, life
everlasting, particular judgment,
Heaven, purgatory, hell, last
judgment, hope of a new heaven and
a new earth. The “last things” can
only be understood in the perspective
of the “first things.” The end must
be seen as the consummation of the
divine plan to save us through Jesus
Christ. Everything is viewed in the
light of the invitation to Trinitarian
communion that comes to us through
Christ.
This Trinitarian communion is
personal communion. Whatever else
we will be by way of transfiguration
and glorification, we will continue
in eternal life as the identifiable
person we are now. The physical
body is not a disposable adjunct to
the real person located in the soul!
Our “bodiliness” is essential to our
identity. And eternal life is not some
kind of diminished and shadowy

existence. It is a fuller life than
we know now. For how could
life lived closer to the Author of
Life be diminished in any way?
Any idea that speaks solely of
“immortality of the soul” is not
a complete description of the
Catholic doctrine about life to
come. Church teaching includes
the resurrection of the body.
Catholicism therefore says No to
reincarnation and to such notions
as the “divine absorption of
souls.”
On Easter Christ’s resurrection
was as an embodied and yet
transformed person. “He showed
them His hands and His side.”
(John 20:20) And His resurrection
is a pledge of our everlasting life
as embodied persons.
The moral life is our free
embrace of the ultimate Good of
Trinitarian communion.
In our growing conformity to
Christ according to the pattern
of His passion, death, and
resurrection, all of that conformity
contributes to our fitness for
the enjoyment of Trinitarian
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communion. Heaven is the perfect
life with the Holy Trinity.
Only the “perfectly purified” can
enjoy Heaven. Others will not want
to! Heaven is not the automatic
reward conferred upon completion
of life on earth. The moral life, and
purification, make us fit to enjoy the
glorified life of Heaven.
Can a life of mortal sin and
persistent unrepentance make a
person permanently unfit for the
enjoyment of Heaven? The Catholic
faith says yes, this can happen.
Almighty God does not predestinate
or consign to Hell. Hell is a natural
consequence of a life lived apart
from God. The suffering of Hell
is to know God is the great love of
your life and that you have turned
irreversibly away from Him. The
Church says this can happen.
The Church Expectant is what
older folks remember as called
“purgatory.” It is an interval. It is
the temporary deferment of the
enjoyment of a promised bliss. No
one flunks out of purgatory! You
watch your tennis friends go off
each Saturday and you cannot go
with them because your game is
not on their skill level. So you take
lessons and improve your game,
and one day you will join them on
Saturday. Almighty God provides
for souls not yet ready for Heaven
when the physical body dies.
Catholics are urged to pray for those
in purgatory.
Particular judgment is Christ
determining each man’s fitness to
enter Heaven through a purification
or into everlasting damnation. Last
judgment affirms our faith that
Christ’s return in glory will reveal
the good each person has done or

Tuesday, November 1, 2016
Holy Day of Obligation
¶ There is no Anglican Use Mass on November 1st. Mass in
the Ordinary Form is celebrated in St. Lawrence Church at
7:00 p.m.
failed to do. The Last Judgment will
also reveal the ultimate meaning of
the whole work of creation. The end
of time is a consummation. It is not
“last one out turn out the lights.”
We will reach the goal for which
God created all things.
Father Bradford
¶ See The Catechism of the Catholic
Church ¶988-1060, “The Beginning and
Ending of All Things.”

THE CURTAINS
OF HEAVEN ARE
TRANSPARENT

I

f you come into the Oratory
Church on 1st November, you
will find the Altar of St. Philip Neri
and the High Altar decked with
reliquaries. These are the trophies

of Christian victory. They contain
the bones of saints whose souls
now behold the Beatific Vision in
Heaven. These mortal remains point
us to the day when bodies and souls
will be reunited to participate in
heavenly glory together after the end
of time. The liturgical colours of the
Mass on this feast of All Saints are
white and gold. White signifies the
Resurrection, and the gold reminds
us of the crown of eternal life that
awaits everyone who dies in a state
of grace.
On the following day the
atmosphere is very different. Come
into the church on 2nd November,
and you will find it shrouded in
black and violet. The candles on the
altars are unbleached. This sobriety
of All Souls’ Day sets the tone for the
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thinking, neither do we wallow in a
shallow remembrance of the dead.
We actually do something very
positive for them. We show our love
by accompanying them on their
progress towards Heaven with our
sacrifices and prayers.
One of the most difficult aspects
of bereavement can be a sense of
regret. Perhaps we feel that we could
have done more to comfort a loved
one, or possibly there are painful
misunderstandings that remain
unresolved. Thanks be to God we are
able to express our affection beyond
the grave, by praying for those
whom we have lost, and especially
by having Masses celebrated for
them.

ALL SOULS’ DAY
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed
Wednesday, November 2, 2016
Solemn Requiem Mass in the Anglican Use will be celebrated at
7:30 p.m. in Saint Lawrence Church
¶ Please return intercession papers with names of departed souls
before November 2nd.
rest of the month as we launch into
a whole series of Requiem Masses
for deceased parishioners, Fathers
and Brothers of the Oratory.
There can be a temptation to send
everyone straight to Heaven when
they die. Funerals can sometimes
seem more like canonization
ceremonies for the deceased. This
does a great disservice to the dead.
Most of us, when we die, probably
need to be prepared before we can
enter the Presence of Almighty
God. The light is too dazzling, the
fire of Divine Love too intense, for
us to be able to bear without some

acclimatisation. We have to be
purified of all remaining sin, and
of the disfiguring effects of sin
on the human soul. During life
many of us construct layers of
impenetrable defence to hide our
vulnerability. This armour, and
every other obstacle that obstructs
the perfect communication of
love, need to be peeled away.
The Church has always taught
that the prayers of the living are
of great assistance to the souls
in Purgatory. Catholics have a
very practical response to death.
We do not waste time in wishful

A Requiem Mass is a very practical
response to death. In a memorial
service the intention is really to
distract the congregation from the
troubling reality of mortality with
anecdotes about the subject. At a
Requiem Mass we actually confront
death head on. At the Altar, the
merits of Our Lord’s Passion and
Death are applied to the soul of the
deceased, washing his soul in an
ocean of Divine Love.
It is only when the Church informs
us that a soul is definitely in Heaven
that we can confidently stop praying
for the person concerned. When
a new saint is canonized, we then
ask him to pray for us. In this
sense, the Church is a society of
mutual assistance. We in the Church
Militant.on earth assist the souls of
the Church Suffering in Purgatory.
Meanwhile, the saints of the Church
Triumphant in Heaven help us with
their intercession before the Throne
of Grace.
What an amazing scene awaits us
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if and when, by God’s grace, we
arrive in Heaven. We shall see Our
Lady robed in majesty as Queen.
We shall immediately recognize St.
Joseph and the Apostles near the
throne of God. Our fellow guests at
the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb
will include those legendary heroes
of the Faith, Ss. Philip Neri, Francis
of Assisi and the Little Flower.
Certainly there will be countless
saints whom we have never heard
of, who lived and died in obscurity,
but whose holiness now shines
brighter than a million stars. We
should also expect some surprises.
Every saint so different from the
next; but each one a glorious living
icon of Almighty God.
Monsignor Ronald Knox once
talked about the curtains of Heaven
being transparent. He did not mean
to suggest that we can see in. He
meant to say that the saints are able
to look out. They see us ploughing
along through the muddy and rocky
furrows of this earthly existence,
feeling our way with difficulty and
occasionally stumbling into a ditch.
And they are able to help us, not
only by the light of their example
which makes it easier for us to see
what we should do, but also with
their prayers—prayers that are wise
and strong, whereas ours tend to be
so feeble and blind.
Saint Philip Neri used to say that
in times of great need, we should
make ourselves like beggars, and
visit as many churches dedicated to
the saints as possible, to ask for their
assistance. This is much easier in
Rome than it is in London. Visiting
St. Philip’s Altar on All Saints’
Day, however, we, find it laden
with the relics of many saints. We
venerate the bodies in which these

saints achieved holiness, bodies
that once contained hearts that were
overflowing with purity, meekness
and divine charity. Following the
advice of St. Philip, we should
approach these saints like poor
mendicants with empty bowls. Ask
the saints to fill them, gaining for us
all the graces that will secure us a
place with them in Heaven.
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HE IS NOT EVEN
BAPTIZED

N

ovember 11th is the day
an armistice was achieved to
end World War I. Generations of
school children learned about the
cease-fire at the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh
month. Years later, Armistice Day
The Provost became a general Veterans’ Day,
a time for citizens to give national
¶ This article is taken from the November
2012 (Vol 89, No. 1098) issue of The expression to our gratitude to all
Oratory Magazine, a publication of the those who have served our country
Brompton (London) Oratory.
in the armed forces. It is ever to
be remembered also that gratitude
must have practical expression,
and many times involves necessary
after-care of those whose lives were
disrupted by their military service,
or who came home with injuries and
special needs.

AN EVERY MEMBER
CANVASS is being conducted
for the financial support of the
parish operation next year. Please
fill in your pledge card and return
so that we may plan adequately
for next year. Remember that the
Archdiocese of Boston continues
to make generous provisions for
us. But we are expected to pay
our bills. Your support is much
appreciated.

There could be no more appropriate
patron for such an observance than a
soldier-peacemaker-caregiver from
the fourth century named Martin of
Tours.
Chosen for the emperor’s elite
calvary, Martin’s uniform included
gleaming armor, and a great white
cloak lined with lambskin. As an
officer, Martin was entitled to double
rations, two horses, and a servant.
But St Martin always gave away
everything he did not need. Serving
in the army, Martin was an aspiring
Christian. And his service in the
military allowed Martin practical
opportunity to pursue holiness of
life.

One of the famous stories involves
Martin,
aged 18, and stationed at
Daylight Savings Time ends on
November 6th at 2:00 a.m. We Amiens during a severe winter.
return to Eastern Standard Time. One day after making his rounds on
Set your clocks back one hour patrol Martin saw a shivering beggar
poorly clothed on the roadside. So
Saturday night.
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SHORT NOTES

Martin took his sword and cut his
beautiful cloak in half, gave part
to the beggar, and used the rest
for himself. That night Martin had
a dream of Christ as the beggar,
wearing the half cloak and saying,
“Look, Martin has given me half his
cloak and he is not even baptized.”
That did it! The biographer of St.
Martin says of his subject “he flew
to be baptized.”
The other great story about St.
Martin was that he was horrified
that the people in Tours determined
to have him as their bishop. Martin
hid from them between two farm
buildings. but his pet goose followed
and honked at him and gave way
Martin’s hiding place. You will
very often see a goose present in
stained glass windows of St Martin
of Tours.
Martin was a wonderful shepherd
to his flock, and he was the one who
conceived of a systematic plan of
visitation by dividing his diocese
into parishes. We owe the idea of
parishes to Martin of Tours.
He lived to age eighty. He was in
his lifetime a friend of other saints,
St. Hilary being his mentor; and
through Martin’s sister he was uncle
to St. Patrick. He is called patron
and father of Catholic France.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St. Theresa
of Avila Church on November 11, 2004.

Ñ There is an organ recital in the
chapel of St. John’s Seminary at 3
p.m. on Sunday November 20th. You
might be able to attend before our
Evensong at 5 p.m. that day. Also
the Seminary offers Lessons and
Carols on Saturday, December 3rd at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 4th
at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Janet Hunt is Music
Director of Saint John’s Seminary.
Ñ ADVENT BEGINS November
27th. Mass lectionary readings
are Year A, with gospels taken
primarily from St. Matthew. Daily
lectionary is Year One. Now is the
time to obtain your Advent supply of
candles, calendars, and devotional
material for the season. A properly
kept Advent is the best preparation
for Christmas.

nineteenth anniversary Mass of the
parish’s erection in the Archdiocese
of Boston.
Ñ Inquirers’ classes are offered each
Fall for those interested in learning
more about the Catholic Church.
These sessions meet with the
chaplain, at a mutually convenient
time to be determined, and
consist of presentations from The
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
A syllabus is available. If you know
of someone who may be interested
in the Catholic Faith please speak to
Father Bradford.

Ñ Long-time parishioner Dr. John
“Terry” Maltsberger passed away
on October 5, 2016. Dr. Maltsberger
was received into the Church in
1999 and was a member of our
schola for many years. His practice
was dedicated to helping people
Ñ MANY THANKS to Fr. James J. at risk for suicide and self-harm.
O’Driscoll for being our celebrant Your prayers for his repose are
and preacher on the last two Sundays requested.
of October. He is a long-time friend
and over the years has often been
our celebrant and preacher. Fr
O’Driscoll is parochial vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland.
Ñ THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION is
Thursday, December 8th. It is a holy
day of obligation. The Anglican Use
Mass is a Vigil Mass on Wednesday,
December 7th at 7:30 p.m. Attendance
fulfills the obligation.
Ñ THANKS to Steve Cavanaugh,
Judie Bradford, and all others who
hosted the reception following
Mass on St. Michael’s Day. We
were delighted to have so many
friends and supporters at Mass,
and especially members of the
St. Gregory the Great Ordinariate
Parish who joined us on this

Anglican Use Mass on
Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. is offered
each week at the Marian altar in
St. Theresa’s Church. Enter via
the pavilion or St. Theresa Avenue
side doors. There is also exposition
during the day until 3:30 p.m. in the
St. Theresa Chapel.
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE
KING
Sunday, November 20, 2016
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

SOLEMN EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
5:00 p.m.
A reception will follow this service.

LIGHTING HIS
BROTHER’S TAPER

W

HEN ANDREW had found
Jesus, he called his brother
Simon to be partaker of his joys,
which (as it happens in accidents
of greatest pleasure) cannot be
contained within the limits of the
possessor’s thoughts. But this calling
of Peter was not to a beholding, but
to a participation of his felicities;
for he is strangely covetous, who
would enjoy the sun, or the air, or
the sea, alone; here was treasure
for him and all the world; and by
lighting on his brother Simon’s
taper he made his own light the
greater and more glorious. And this
is the nature of grace, to be diffusive
of its own excellencies; for here no
envy can inhabit; the proper and
personal ends of holy persons in the
contact, and transmissions of grace,
are increased by the participation
and communion of others. For our
prayers are more effectual, our aids

increased, our encouragement and
examples more prevalent, God
more honoured, and the rewards of
glory have accidental advantages
by the superaddition of every
new saint and beatified person;
the members of the mystical
body, when they have received
nutriment from God, and his holy
son, supplying to each other the
same which themselves received
and live on, in the communion
of saints. Every new star gilds
the firmament and increases its
first glories: and those, who are
instruments of the conversion of
others, shall not only introduce
new beauties, but when themselves
shine like the stars in glory, they
shall have some reflections from
the light of others, to whose fixing
in the orb of heaven themselves
have been instrumental.
Jeremy Taylor
¶ Jeremy Taylor (1613–1667) was
an Anglican cleric and one of the

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

greatest prose writers in the English
language. This excerpt is taken from
“The Great Exemplar of Sanctity and
Holy Life ..... “ (1657).
¶ Saint Andrew’s Day is Wednesday,
November 30th. Masses in St. Theresa of
Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. He is known as “The Introducer to
Christ” and his feast day determines
the beginning of the Church Year.
Advent Sunday is the Sunday nearest St
Andrew’s Day.

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 24, 2016
Sung Mass & Sermon
10:30 a.m.
¶ Please note the earlier hour for
Mass on Thanksgiving Day.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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