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ARE YOU THE CHRIST?

here is nothing
more mysterious about
the life of John the Baptist
than what is found in today’s
gospel. John is in prison.
Once Christ began and
was active John’s ministry
was done and he fell into
obscurity and suffering. He
had once been so clear about
Our Lord. John said of Jesus
“He is more powerful than
I. I am not even fit to carry
His sandals.” A little later
he says to Jesus “I should
be baptized by you, yet
you come to me!” Now, in prison,
John seems to be having second
thoughts. Has Jesus turned out to
be a different kind of Messiah than
the one John expected? John had
predicted the Lord as “purging the
threshing floor with the winnowing
fan of judgment.” Yet Christ came
meek and lowly, and one day riding
a colt, the foal of an ass.

St. Matthew’s Gospel of course
isn’t interested in answering the
question about what John thought.
The Gospel is about Jesus. And so
the question John the Baptist asks
from prison is the one St. Matthew
wants first century Christians to
answer. Some of them were also
in prison or otherwise suffering

others, and he stepped aside
and was alone.

persecution. So the question was
urgent. “Are you the Christ or do
we look for another?” Examine
the record. When people are
suffering, they need assurance.
What can the circumstances
of John’s ending tell us that can
give us assurance for our own
end? John’s life ended in a truly
strange and overwhelming way.
for he had gone before Christ as
his herald and at the Baptism of
Jesus the mystery of the Trinity
had been reveal to John. But later
John did not even have the joy
of living among the disciples of
Christ and with Jesus. If we had
written the story, John would have
lived happily ever after with the
Lord. But no. John left that joy to

There is only one John
the Baptist. But his story
is a reminder that even in
everyday good people there
is with true faith a mixture
of unbelief And this residue
of unbelief, in a time of
temptation, may strike at the
very root of faith and call
into question fundamental
truths, which were thought
to be well settled and
accepted. Our whole history
shows it, back to our ancient
stories. Abraham believed yet
desired a sign. So did Gideon. Even
the very best always desire God’s
grace for the strengthening of their
faith against the day of temptation
to infidelity. For the best are not all
equally strong, and the trials of life
can for any of us prove too hard to
bear alone.
Which is why we pray “Lord,
lead us not into temptation.” It is
why we have compassion on those
who fall. And it is why we have the
sacraments of Penance and Holy
Unction.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Avila
Church on December 15. 2004.
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A ROAD ON WHICH WE TRAVEL

W

e know that there are
three comings of the Lord.
The third lies between the other
two. It is invisible, while the other
two are visible. In the first coming
he was seen on earth, dwelling
among men; he himself testifies
that they saw him and hated him.
In the final coming all flesh will
see the salvation of our God, and
they will look on him whom they
pierced. The intermediate coming
is a hidden one; in it only the
elect see the Lord within their
own selves, and they are saved.
In his first coming our Lord came
in our flesh and in our weakness;
in this middle coming he comes
in spirit and in power; in the final
coming he will be seen in glory
and majesty.
Because this coming lies
between the other two, it is like
a road on which we travel from
the first coming to the last. In the
first, Christ was our redemption;
in the last, he will appear as our
life; in this middle coming, he is
our rest and consolation.
In case someone should think
that what we say about this
middle coming is sheer invention,
listen to what our Lord himself
ways: If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come
to him. There is another passage
of Scripture which reads: He
who fears God will do good, but
something further has been said
about the one who loves, that is,
that he will keep God’s word.
Where is God’s word to be kept?
Obviously in the heart, as the
prophet says: I have hidden your

words in my heart, so that I may not
sin against you.
Keep God’s word in this way. Let
it enter into your very being, let it
take possession of your desires and
your whole way of life. Feed on
goodness, and your soul will delight
in its richness. Remember to eat
your bread, or your heart will wither
away. Fill your soul with richness
and strength.
If you keep the word of God in this
way, it will also keep you. The Son
with the Father will come to you.
The great Prophet who will build
the new Jerusalem will come, the
one who makes all things new. This
coming will fulfill what is written:
As we have borne the likeness of
the earthly man, we shall also bear
the likeness of the heavenly man.
Just as Adam’s sin spread through
all mankind and took hold of all, so
Christ, who created and redeemed
all, will glorify all, once he takes
possession of all.
Saint Bernard
¶ From a sermon by this famous Cistercian
monk and abbot of Clairvaux, and who
lived from c.1090–1153). His treatise on
the Love of God is a spiritual classic. St.
Bernard was named a Doctor of the Church
in 1830.

GOD’S PLAN TO
REVERSE THE
ANCIENT CURSE

A

s the reading from
Ephesians makes dear, the
Immaculate Conception celebrates
Mary’s predestination by God. To
be the Mother of our Redeemer, the

Virgin of Nazareth received from
God “every spiritual blessing
in the heavens” (Eph 1: 3). The
saints have never doubted that the
Mother of Christ was especially
sanctified, even—as Saint Thomas
Aquinas held—in the womb
of her own mother. Through
the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception, the Church infallibly
teaches the precise way that God
communicated Mary’s unique
sanctification: To her the sin of
Adam was not remitted, for she
never contracted it. Since she
is “redeemed, in a more exalted
fashion, by reason of the merits
of her Son,” Mary alone remains,
as the poet says, “tainted nature’s
solitary boast.” The Immaculate
Conception celebrates the mystery
of Mary’s own personal holiness;
it is not a commemoration of her
virginal conception of the Son of
God.
The
significance
of
Immaculate Conception

the

So much for the Immaculate
Conception. What about its
significance for us? We cannot
enter into the mystery of the
Immaculate Conception without
first pondering the text of
Genesis that recounts the original
deception that led our first
parents to recognize their shame.
Why does sin necessarily lead to
hiding? Some theorists argue that
the cause of shame is artificial:
If some moral authority did not
pronounce a deed blameworthy,
so they argue, then those who
commit such deeds would
experience no shame. The Old
Testament revelation permits no
such superficial rationalizations.
Sin causes shame because it
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strikes at the order of life that God
has established for his creatures.
Pope John Paul puts it differently:
Every sin constitutes an offense
against the dignity of the human
person. Sin, to express it still
another way, erodes the truth of our
being. By their conscious hiding
from God, Adam and Eve manifest
what sinful alienation from God
produces in every age: sinners can
no longer abide God’s presence.
And so they hide from him, as well
as from themselves.
Sin touches more than just our
moral being, it affects our whole
person. The sad and in some sense
inevitable effect of sin need not
force us to despair, as if there is
no one who can hope to be saved.
Instead, God raises up Mary as the
infallible sign of his plan to reverse
the ancient curse.
Becoming God’s beloved
Today’s liturgy makes it abundantly
clear that God has established
something much better for his
children than a general pardon. Our
status as adopted sons and daughters
in the one Son ensures that we
enjoy “divine favor.” This means
that those who are redeemed by the
blood of Christ really become God’s
“beloved.” We are destined to be
holy and blameless in his sight, to
be full of love. In a word, the feast
of the Immaculate Conception both
announces and ensures the universal
call to holiness.
Mary received her vocation in the
grace of the Immaculate Conception.
God provides differently for the rest
of us. Our incorporation into Christ,
ordinarily effected by Baptism,
makes us God’s adopted children.
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Baptism, it is true, frees us from
all sin, but it does not remove the
disordered concupiscence that gives
rise to further sin. And so we are
left, as the Council of Trent says,
to resist sin by the grace of Jesus
Christ. This sort of spiritual combat
formed no part of Mary’s journey in
faith, whereas for us, the baptized,
it requires—or should require—a
great deal of spiritual energy.
A sense of realism
It is an unfortunate feature of
our present circumstances that so
many people have forgotten about
spiritual combat. There is an odd
THE
kind of presumption afoot that
leads many persons to think that in
IMMACULATE
the end God really doesn’t care. Or,
CONCEPTION
alternatively, that he will rectify all
OF THE
of our mistakes. What is so harmful
BLESSED VIRGIN
in this view is not the mistake
MARY
that it speaks about God, but the
mistake that it communicates about
Vigil Mass
our human condition. We need to
Wednesday, December 7, 2016
7:30 p.m.
maintain the right tension of the
spiritual life, or else we lose our own
¶ On December 8th
sense of realism. We become less
Mass at 7:00 p.m. is in the
than human when we presume too
Ordinary Form
much on God’s indulgence. It leads
The Immaculate Conception is
us to make mistakes about the good
a Holy Day of Obligation
of human life, human sexuality, and
other things that are so important
to the world a concrete example of
for leading a happy life.
what the Holy Spirit makes out of
The Immaculate Conception each one of us: an everlasting gift to
prepared Mary to conceive the God’s glory.
Incarnate Word by the power of the
Father Romanus Cessario, OP
Holy Spirit. The divine espousal
left Mary attentive to the voice ¶ This article appeared in Magnificat
magazine, of which Fr Cessario is senior
of the Holy Spirit, a docility that editor, and is used by permission. Fr
makes the Blessed Virgin Mary a Romanus Cessario, a Dominican priest, is
woman of hope. This virtue requires professor of systematic theology in Saint
receptiveness on the part of the John’s Seminary, and has been our frequent
preacher and retreat leader.
person who must wait for the Lord.
And in the Virgin of Nazareth, and
indeed in all women, God has given
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ADVENT SAINTS

L

ucy comes from lux,
which means light. Light
is beautiful to look upon; for, as
Ambrose says, it is the nature
of light that all grace is in its
appearance. Light also radiates
without being soiled; no matter
how unclean may be the places
where its beams penetrate, it is
still clean. It goes in straight lines,
without curvature, and traverses
the greatest distances without
losing its speed. Thus we are
shown that the blessed virgin Lucy
possessed the beauty of virginity
without trace of corruption; that
she radiated charity without any
impure love; her progress toward
God was straight and without
deviation, and went far in God’s
works without neglect or delay.
Or the name is interpreted “way of
light.”
Paschasius summoned her and commanded her to offer sacrifice to the
idols. Lucy’s answer was: “The sacrifice that is pleasing to God is to
visit the poor and help them in their need. And since I have nothing
left to offer, I offer myself to the Lord.” Paschasius retorted: “Tell that
story to fools like yourself, but I abide by the decrees of my masters,
so don’t tell it to me.” Lucy: “You obey your masters’ laws, and I shall
obey the laws of my God. You fear your masters and I fear God. You
are careful not to offend them, I take pains not to offend God. You
want to please them, I wish to please Christ. Do then what you think
will be of benefit to you, and I shall do what I think is good for me.”
Paschasius: “You have squandered your patrimony with seducers, and
so you talk like a whore”; but Lucy replied, “As for my patrimony,
I have put it in a safe place, and never have had anything to do with
any seducers of the body or of the mind.” Paschasius: “Who are these
seducers of the body and the mind?” Lucy: “You and those like you
are seducers of the mind, because you induce souls to turn away from
their Creator. As for the seducers of the body, they are those who
would have us put the pleasures of the flesh ahead of eternal joys.”
Blessed Jacobus de Voraigne
¶ This excerpt is from The Golden Legend, Volume 1. Saint Lucy’s Day is Tuesday,
December 13th. Blessed Jacobus de Voraigne (c. 1230–1298) was an Italian
chronicler and Archbishop of Genoa.

HAPPINESS IN MY
PRIESTHOOD

A

s most of you know, I
was ordained to the priesthood
on the morning of Christmas Eve at
7:00 a.m. in Rome in 1975. I was
working in Mexico City in a high
school at the time and flew back to
Rome in early December for final
exams and to do my eight-day retreat
prior to being ordained. Cardinal
Eduardo Pironio, a native of Mar
del Plata in Argentina and who was
the prefect of the congregation for
religious in the Vatican Curia at
the time, celebrated the Mass of
Ordination. I recall that in his homily
to us eighteen young men, that there
would be plenty of people to explain
the rules, the commandments or the
obligations of being Catholic. We
on the other hand, should always be
apostles of joy. Now as I look back
on that Advent season and prepare
to continue my journey through this
Advent season of 2012, I am grateful
to the Infant of Bethlehem that I find
such happiness in my priesthood.
While my personal contentment is a
gift from God, I can only pray that
I have fulfilled, to some degree, the
mandate that I received the morning
of my ordination. In an era in which
so many of the Catholic disciples
have strayed from the message of
the Messiah, it has been tempting
to dwell on what is wrong with the
behavior of so many in 2012. Yet,
as the hymns of Christmas remind
us, it is Joy to the World that I must
proclaim.
I am reading a book at present
“To Save a Thousand Souls” by a
Father Brett Brannen who directed
our priest retreat this past October.
Speaking to men who are discerning
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their possible calling to the diocesan
priesthood he says that the devil
is not fearful of priests, but he is
terrified of the Priesthood. It made
me reflect on how over these thirtyseven years the amazing blessing
that is the power of the consecration
of my hands given to me so early in
the morning on a sunny day in the
Eternal City of Rome. I do not think
that I will ever fully comprehend
that through my actions God restores
peace to souls through the Sacrament
of Confession and that His Body
and Blood descend on the altar of
the cathedral so that the Sacrifice
of our Redeemer that guarantees
our Salvation can be done over
and over in the celebration of Holy
Mass. Anniversaries are a number of
course, this time again the message
is a simple one: “Rejoice and be
glad, your Salvation is at hand.”
Father John McCormick
¶ Fr. McCormick was Rector of St. James
Cathedral in Orlando and a much beloved
pastor. He died September 19, 2016, six
days after announcing his retirement due
to acute leukemia. This article appeared in
the cathedral’s parish paper in December
2012.

ABOUT CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS
Altar flower envelopes are available
in the Church for your donations as
memorials or thanksgivings. The
Church looks lovely at holiday time
thanks to the care of George Gannon,
Jr., who purchases and arranges
the décor. We will pool our funds
with those of the Saint Lawrence
congregation, but list our own
memorials in our service leaflets as
usual. Please be generous.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ
During
Advent,
the
congregation is using the Fourth
Communion Service, numbers
719–721 in The Hymnal 1940, for
music at sung Masses. We will
return to the Second Communion
Service for the Christmas and
Epiphany seasons.
Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Advent
Companion and a book titled
Advent Meditations (by Father
Stravinskas) are available for
purchase. They are found in the
tract case, but supplies are limited.
Both contain meditations for each
day of the Advent season.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass
for financial support is being
conducted this Fall. Please return
your pledge card at your earliest
convenience. Many thanks.
Ñ St John’s Seminary is offering
its Service of Lessons and Carols
on Saturday, December 3rd at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December
4th, at 3:00 p.m. Both are in the
seminary chapel. Our friend Dr.
Janet Hunt (also a convert from
the Episcopal Church) is making
a great contribution as director of
music at the seminary.
Ñ
Father
Bradford
has
made several appointments
of
Ordinariate
mem-bers
to organizations within the
congregation. Kevin McDermott
will serve as a member of our
finance council. Both he and
John Covert will begin serving as
subdeacons at Mass. Ed Finglas
will oversee our layreaders’
scheduling. Evelyn Theriault will
join Peggy Evers in arranging for
coffee hour hosts. Many thanks to
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them and all who assist with various
aspects of the parish program.
Ñ In the most recent catalogue
of Ignatius Press is a new title by
parishioner Peter Kreeft. It is titled I
Burned for your Peace: Augustine’s
‘Confessions’ Unpacked.
Ñ The Christmas collection at
Masses on December 24 and 25
benefits the clergy retirement fund
of the Archdiocese of Boston. These
funds provide stipends, housing, and
medical insurance for our retired
priests. Please be generous.
Ñ A meeting of the congregation
will be held after Mass on Sunday,
January 22, 2017. The focus will be
on evangelism and mission.

Ember Days
In the Divine Worship Missal, the
Ember Days in Advent are the
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
following the first Sunday of Advent.
The Embertides are four three-day
periods in the various seasons set
apart for penance and intercession.
The Collect for the Friday Ember
Day of Advent is below.

S

tir up, we beseech thee, O
Lord, thy power, and come
among us: that we, who put our
trust and confidence in thy mercy,
may speedily be delivered from
all our adversities; who livest and
reignest with the Father, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one
God, world without end. Amen.
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Saturday, December 24, 2016
CHRISTMAS EVE
8:00 p.m.
Procession and Blessing of the Creche
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Sunday, December 25, 2015
CHRISTMAS DAY
11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass & Sermon
Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation
Wednesday, December 28, 2016
THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS
7:30 p.m.
A Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols
A reception will follow this service
Sunday, January 1, 2017
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.
Friday, January 6, 2017
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Procession, Station at the Creche
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
A reception will follow this service
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

THE HOLY FAMILY

C

hristmas is a celebration
of the family. But where was
the most extraordinary family born,
but in a cave in Bethlehem? It is
there, with the birth of a baby, that
it started. It is there that, for the
first time, in the hearts of Mary and
Joseph love was released for a third
member: the God made man.
The family: it is a word that
contains an immense meaning:
rich, profound, sublime and simple,
and above all real. Either the family
exists, or it does not. The atmosphere
of a family is an atmosphere of
understanding, of calm relaxation,
one of unity, mutual love, peace that
affects the members in the whole of
their being.
My wish this Christmas would
be that one word be branded in
letters of fire on our souls: family.
A family, whose members starting
with a supernatural vision, seeing
Jesus in others, end with the
most down-to-earth and simple
expressions typical of family life. A
family whose members do not have
a heart of stone but a heart of flesh,
like Jesus, like Mary, like Joseph.
Are there among you some who are
suffering because of spiritual trials?
They must be understood as much
as and more than a mother would.
Bring them the light with a word or
by example. Do not let them feel the
absence of the family warmth, on the
contrary, let them feel it all the more.
Is one of you going away? Do not
let him or her leave without a heart
filled with a single legacy: the sense
of the family, so as to take it with
them wherever they go. Never put
any kind of activity, either spiritual
or apostolic, before the spirit of the
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The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Our annual Festival of
Christmas Lessons & Carols
is scheduled for Wednesday,
December 28, 2016 at 7:30
p.m. There are nine lessons,
and you may volunteer to
read. There is a sign-up list
(with copies of the lessons)
available at coffee hour
beginning November 27th.

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

family. And wherever you go take
Christ’s ideal; you can do nothing
better than to try and create, with
discretion and prudence, but
decisively, the family spirit—a
humble spirit, which wants the
good of the others, is not proud ...
it is true, complete, charity. So, if I
had to leave you, I would let Jesus
in me repeat: Love one another ...
so that all may be one.
Chiara Lubich
¶ Servant of God Chiara Lubich (1920–
2008) founded Opera di Maria, “the
work of Mary” commonly known as the
Focolare Movement, promoting ideals
of unity and universal brotherhood. This
excerpt is taken from Christmas Joy:
Spiritual Insights, published by New City
Press in 1998.

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY is celebrated each
week at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar
in St Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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