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STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION
HOw COuld we not thank God 

for the precious gift of creation 
which we so enjoy, and not only 
during our holidays! The various 
phenomena of environmental 
degradation and natural disasters 
which, unfortunately, are often 
reported in the news remind us of the 
urgent need to respect nature as we 
should, recovering and appreciating 
a correct relationship with the 
environment in everyday life. A new 
sensitivity to these topics that justly 
give rise to concern on the part of the 
Authorities and of public opinion is 
developing and is expressed in the 
increasing number of meetings, 
also at the international level. 

The earth is indeed a precious gift 
of the Creator who, in designing its 
intrinsic order, has given us bearings 
that guide us as stewards of his 
creation. Precisely from within this 
framework, the Church considers 
matters concerning the environment 
and its protection intimately 
linked to the theme of integral 
human development. In my recent 
encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, I 
referred more than once to such 
questions, recalling the “pressing 
moral need for renewed solidarity” 
(n. 49) not only between countries 
but also between individuals, since 
the natural environment is given by 

God to everyone, and our use of 
it entails a personal responsibility 
towards humanity as a whole, 
and in particular towards the poor 
and towards future generations 
(cf. n. 48). Bearing in mind 
our common responsibility for 
creation (cf. n. 51), the Church is 
not only committed to promoting 
the protection of land, water 
and air as gifts of the Creator 
destined to everyone but above 
all she invites others and works 
herself to protect mankind from 
self-destruction. In fact, “when 
‘human ecology’ is respected 
within society, environmental 
ecology also benefits” (ibid.). Is 
it not true that an irresponsible 
use of creation begins precisely 
where God is marginalized or 
even denied? If the relationship 
between human creatures and 
the Creator is forgotten, matter is 
reduced to a selfish possession, 
man becomes the “last word”, and 
the purpose of human existence 
is reduced to a scramble for the 
maximum number of possessions 
possible. 

The created world, structured 
in an intelligent way by God, is 
entrusted to our responsibility and 
though we are able to analyze it and 
transform it we cannot consider 

ourselves creation’s absolute 
master. we are called, rather, to 
exercise responsible stewardship 
of creation, in order to protect it, 
to enjoy its fruits, and to cultivate 
it, finding the resources necessary 
for every one to live with dignity. 
Through the help of nature itself and 
through hard work and creativity, 
humanity is indeed capable of 
carrying out its grave duty to hand 
on the earth to future generations so 
that they too, in tum, will be able 
to inhabit it worthily and continue 
to cultivate it (cf. n. 50). For this 
to happen, it is essential to develop 
“that covenant between human 
beings and the environment, which 
should mirror the creative love of 
God” (Message for the 2008 World 
Day of Peace, n. 7), recognizing 
that we all come from God and 
that we are all journeying towards 
him. How important it is then, 
that the international community 
and individual governments send 
the right signals to their citizens 
to succeed in countering harmful 
ways of treating the environment! 
The economic and social costs of 
using up shared environmental 
resources must be recognized with 
transparency and borne by those 
who incur them, and not by other 
peoples or future generations. The 
protection of the environment, and 
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Our lOrd PrAyed, “that 
they may be one.” And 

He prayed that this oneness of 
Christian believers would be 
modeled on the perfect unity of 
the Father and the Son. 

Saint John’s Gospel did not have 
any ecumenical considerations. 
The split in Christendom 
occurred 1000 years later, and 
the Protestants came along 500 
years after that. The idea that the 
Church is an “invisible collection 
of those who believe Christ” is 
a modern effort to justify the 
Protestant reformation. 

In John’s Gospel the unity Christ 
prays for is to offer the world an 
opportunity to believe the gospel, 
and to show the world that Jesus 
was sent by the Father. This unity, 
says our lord, brings Christians 
to completion. Christ prays “that 
they may be brought to perfection 
as one.” 

Clearly this implies a visible 
Church. And when the early 
Church Fathers asserted the four 
marks of the Church: one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic, these 
were not ideas of the mind or 
philosophies on paper. what is 
the point of the four marks of 
the church if they are not 
visible? 

everything about God 
in Christ in the world is 
visible. Almighty God 
did not send an idea. He 
gave us His Son, born 
of a woman, born under 
the law. One of the great 
messages of Ascension 
Day is that the crucified 

and risen body of Christ had to 
go somewhere. Christ took the 
body He received from Mary, a 
body still bearing the marks of 
the crucifixion, into Heaven. The 
visible sightings of the risen Body 
of Christ came to an end. The body 
had to go somewhere! That is the 
teaching of the Catholic faith. 

And before He ascended 
Christ provided for a visible 
Church, as the extension of His 
Incarnate life. It therefore has 
visible sacraments and a visible 
apostolic order. your eyes can 
see the Blessed Sacrament; they 
can see the bishop and the priest. 
everything about the Incarnation 
of God in Christ, and the Church 
Christ constituted to be His bride 
and members on earth, has a 
visible component. 

It is clear from all this that 
Christ intends His Church to 
be visibly and organically one. 
At the Ascension Christ did not 
leave us Christianity. He left us 
His Church. 

Father Bradford 

¶ This sermon was preached in Saint 
Theresa of Avila Church on May 24, 
2007. The Octave of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is January 18-25, 2017.

the safeguarding of resources 
and of the climate, oblige all 
international leaders to act 
jointly respecting the law and 
promoting solidarity with the 
weakest regions of the world 
(cf. Caritas in Veritate, n. 50). 
Together we can build an integral 
human development beneficial 
for all peoples, present and 
future, a development inspired 
by the values of charity in truth. 
For this to happen it is essential 
that the current model of global 
development be transformed 
through a greater, and shared, 
acceptance of responsibility for 
creation: this is demanded not 
only by environmental factors, 
but also by the scandal of hunger 
and human misery. 

dear brothers and sisters, let us 
now give thanks to the lord and 
make our own the words of St. 
Francis found in “The Canticle of 
All Creatures”: 

Most High, all powerful, all-good 
Lord, 
All praise is Yours, all glory, all 
honour and all blessings. 
To you alone, Most High, do they 
belong…

So says St. Francis. we, too, 
wish to pray and live in the spirit 
of these words.

Pope Benedict XVI

¶ This is an excerpt from an address at a 
General Audience in 2009. His Holiness 
reigned as Supreme Pontiff from 2005 to 
2013.

A VISIBLE CHURCH
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IN CASe OF 
SNOw on Sundays, 
please be careful. 
The church parking 
lot will be scraped 
and treated prior to 
the 9:00 a.m. Mass. If there is any 
problem, the property manager 
will call Fr. Bradford at home. 
you should make your own 
assessment of driving conditions 
before driving to Mass.

New Year’s Day
January 1, 2017

THE OCTAVE DAY 
OF CHRISTMAS
THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY,  

MOTHER OF GOD
Solemn Mass & Sermon

11:30 a.m.

THE EPIPHANY 
STAR 

wHeN THe kING OF 
HeAVeN was born, a king 

on earth was alarmed. earthly 
pride is undoubtedly alarmed 
when heavenly eminence is made 
manifest. 

But we must ask what it means 
that when our redeemer was born 
an angel appeared to the shepherds 
in Judea, but a star and not an angel 
guided the Magi from the east to 
worship him… we must note that 
the apostles preached our redeemer 
to these same Gentiles when he was 
already a grown man, but a star 
declared him to the Gentiles when 
he was a small child, not yet able to 
perform the normal human function 
of speaking. It was surely reasonable 
both that preachers should make 
the lord [when he was already 
speaking] known to us by speaking, 
and silent elements should preach 

him when he was not yet speaking. 

But with all these signs that were 
manifested either when the lord 
was born or when he died, we must 
note the great hardness of heart of 
some of the people. They failed 
to recognize him either by the gift 
of prophecy or by his miracles. In 
truth all the elements bore witness 
that their creator had come. Indeed, 
to speak of them in a human way, 
the heavens knew that he was God 
because they immediately sent forth 
a star; the sea knew him because it 
allowed him to walk upon it; the 
earth knew him because it trembled 
when he died; the sun knew him 
because it hid the rays of its light; 
the stones and walls of houses knew 
him because they were broken at 
the time of his death; the lower 
world recognized him because it 
gave up the dead it was holding; 
and yet some hearts remained full 
of unbelief, and did not know that 
he was God, although all the dumb 
elements perceived him as lord. 

Saint Gregory the Great

¶ Saint Gregory (540–604) was one of the 
most important popes and influential writers 
of the Middle Ages. This excerpt is taken 
from Forty Gospel Homilies, published 
in 1990 by Cistercian Publications, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

THE EPIPHANY
or

THE MANIFESTATION 
OF CHRIST TO
THE GENTILES

Friday, January 6, 2017
Procession, Noveritis 2017 
Solemn Mass & Sermon

7:30 p.m.

The First Sunday after 
the epiphany

THE
BAPTISM 

of OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST

Sunday, January 8, 2017
Asperges me

Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.



Page 44     Contra Mundum

THe GOSPel tells us that the 
lord went to the Jordan river 

to be baptized and that he wished to 
consecrate himself in the river by 
signs from heaven. 

reason demands that this feast of 
the lord’s baptism, which I think 
could be called the feast of his 
birthday, should follow soon after 
the lord’s birthday, during the same 
season, even though many years 
intervened between the two events. 

At Christmas he was born a man; 
today he is reborn sacramentally. 
Then he was born from the Virgin; 
today he is born in mystery. when 
he was born a man, his mother Mary 
held him close to her heart; when he 
is born in mystery, God the Father 
embraces him with his voice when 
he says: This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased: listen to 
him. The mother caresses the tender 
baby on her lap; the Father serves 
his Son by his loving testimony. The 
mother holds the child for the Magi 
to adore; the Father reveals that his 
Son is to be worshiped by all the 

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ Many thanks to those who read 
lessons at our special Christmas 
lessons and Carols service on 
december 28th, to organist Jim reedy, 
and to those who provided for the 
reception after the service. 

Ñ There is Anglican use Mass every 
Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian 
altar in St Theresa of Avila Church, 
west roxbury. enter the main church 
via the pavilion or St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. The parish chapel is used 
for Adoration on Saturdays. 

Ñ If you have not already done so, 
please return your filled-in pledge 
card indicating your financial support 
of the congregation in 2017. This is 
most important, and your response and 
generosity are greatly appreciated. 

Ñ Father Bradford thanks those who 
remembered his family with cards, 
gifts, and best wishes, during the 
Christmas season. Blessings and best 
wishes to you all. 

Ñ we have begun enjoying the 
ministry of sub-deacon at solemn 
Masses when a deacon is also 
available. kevin Mcdermott and John 
Covert are instituted acolytes in the 
Ordinariate and therefore permitted 
to assume the role of sub-deacon.

nations. 

That is why the lord Jesus went 
to the river for baptism, that is 
why he wanted his holy body to 
be washed with Jordan’s water. 

Someone might ask, “why would 
a holy man desire baptism?” listen 
to the answer: Christ is baptized, 
not to be made holy by the water, 
but to make the water holy, and 
by his cleansing to purify the 
waters which he touched. For the 
consecration of Christ involves a 
more significant consecration of 
the water. 

For when the Savior is washed 
all water for our baptism is made 
clean, purified at its source for the 
dispensing of baptismal grace to 
the people of future ages. Christ 
is the first to be baptized, then, so 
that Christians will follow after 
him with confidence. 

I understand the mystery as this. 
The column of fire went before 
the sons of Israel through the red 
Sea so they could follow on their 
brave journey; the column went 
first through the waters to prepare 
a path for those who followed. 
As the apostle Paul said, what 
was accomplished then was the 
mystery of baptism. Clearly it 
was baptism in a certain sense 
when the cloud was covering the 
people and bringing them through 
the water. 

But Christ the lord does all these 
things: in the column of fire he went 
through the sea before the sons of 
Israel; so now, in the column of 
his body, he goes through baptism 
before the Christian people. At 

TO MAKE THE WATER HOLY 
the time of the exodus the column 
provided light for the people who 
followed; now it gives light to the 
hearts of believers. Then it made a 
firm pathway through the waters; 
now it strengthens the footsteps of 
faith in the bath of baptism. 

Saint Maximus of Turin

¶ Saint Maximus (380?–423?) was a Bishop 
of Turin and is widely known through more 
than one hundred sermons of his which 
survive.
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Ñ Congratulations to richard 
Balmer who was received into the 
Church and confirmed at Mass on 
Sunday, december 18th. richard had 
previously been well prepared for 
confirmation by Fr. Jurgen Liias.and 
joins us as a communicant. 

Ñ Father Bradford’s remembrance 
of Father James Parker (first married 
Catholic priest under the terms of 
the Pastoral Provision) appeared in 
Shared Treasure (Vol 14, No.3) the 
quarterly journal of the Anglicanorum 
Coetibus Society. Parishioner david 
Burt is editor. you may contact him 
for single copies and subscription 
information. 

Ñ Our condolences go to the 
revd roger wooten on the death 
of his wife Jane. Fr. wooten was 
a longtime episcopal priest who 
entered the Catholic Church several 
years ago. Mrs. wooten departed this 
life december 17th. May she rest in 
peace.

THE CHURCH 
FATHERS I NEVER 

SAW  (part 2)

wHeNeVer I reflect on my 
own conversion as well 

as that of CHNI members and 
the guests on The Journey Home 
program, the idea of “the verses we 
never saw” always rises to the top 
of the list of what opened our hearts 
to the Catholic Church.…at the 
very top of that list must be placed 
the writings of the early Church 
Fathers…

with this in mind, I’d like to present 
a small sampling of quotes from 
these early Christian writers. This 
list of references that support the 
early presence of Catholic teaching 
and practice could be almost 

endless, but here are a few of those 
that were specifically influential in 
my own conversion.

The majority of conservative 
scholars…throughout Christian 
history have accepted that the author 
of the following letter was the bishop 
of Rome…The significance of this 
particular quote, therefore: what 
is the bishop of rome, Italy, doing 
expecting obedience of a church in 
Corinth, Greece? Though Greece at 
this time was under roman control, 
still there was no reason to expect a 
leader of a religious sect in rome to 
have any clout over a similar group 
of religious sectarians in Greece, 
unless that leader was a bishop with 
authority over them.

“Owing to the sudden and repeated 
calamities and misfortunes which have 
befallen us, we must acknowledge 
that we have been somewhat tardy in 
turning our attention to the matters in 
dispute among you, beloved … Accept 
our counsel, and you will have nothing 
to regret… If anyone disobey the things 
which have been said by Him through 
us, let them know that they will involve 
themselves in transgression and in no 
small danger…You will afford us joy 
and gladness if, being obedient to the 
things which we have written through 
the Holy Spirit, you will root out the 
wicked passion of jealousy.”

—St. Clement of rome  
letter to the Corinthians,  

a.d. 80

Ignatius, who was from the east, 
wrote seven letters in all to seven 
churches, but it was only in his 
letter to the church in rome, quoted 
below, that he expressed such 
exalted praise of the bishop!

“Ignatius… to the church also which 
holds the presidency in the place of the 
country of the Romans, worthy of God, 
worthy of honor, worthy of blessing, 

worthy of praise, worthy of success, 
worthy of sanctification, and, because 
you hold the presidency in love, named 
after Christ and named after the 
Father.”

—St. Ignatius of Antioch  
letter to the romans, 

a.d 110

The following quote addresses the 
sacrilege of schism from the Church 
established by Jesus in his Apostles 
centered around Saint Peter:

“There is nothing more serious than 
the sacrilege of schism because there is 
no just cause for severing the unity of 
the Church.”

—St. Augustine  
Treatise On Baptism Against the 

donatists 
a.d. 400

Finally, this last quote from the 
early second century beckons to 
those outside the Church to come 
home:

“For as many as are of God and of 
Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. 
And as many as shall, in the exercise of 
repentance, return into the unity of the 
Church, these, too, shall belong to God, 
that they may live according to Jesus 
Christ. Do not err, my brethren. If any 
man follows him that makes a schism 
in the Church, he shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. If any one walks 
according to a strange opinion, he 
agrees not with the passion of Christ.”

—St. Ignatius of Antioch 
letter to the Philadelphians

ca. a.d. 110

Marcus Grodi

¶ This excerpt is taken from an article 
that originally appeared in the November 
2009 issue of the Coming Home Network 
International newsletter, © 2009 by the 
Coming Home Network International. 
Used with permission. The first portion of 
this article appeared in Contra Mundum, 
Volume XV, Issue 7, February 2013.
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Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children

MONdAy, January 23, 2017 all dioceses in the united States, including 
the Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, is a day of prayer for the 

legal protection of life. It is held to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Supreme Court decision roe v. wade, handed down on January 22, 1973, 
that struck down state laws restricting abortion, but is moved to Monday 
this year because Sundays are not observed as penitential days. The annual 
March for life will be held in washington, d.C. on the following Friday, 
January 27th. 

PERSONALLY 
OPPOSED 

“Some politicians say that they’re 
‘personally opposed’ to abortion, 
yet ‘pro-choice.’ But we must ask: 
Is this a position that can survive 
the test of logical coherence? 
After all, if abortion is wrong, 
surely it is wrong because it is 
the unjust taking of the life of a 
developing human being. And 
if one believes that, then what 
could possibly justify a regime 
of law that licenses so grave an 
injustice? Of course, if abortion 
is not ‘a form of homicide, if the 
developing embryo or fetus has 
the moral status of an unwanted 
growth—such as a tumor—
there would be no grounds on 
which to ‘personally oppose’ 
abortion. So the question is this: 
Is the developing embryo or 
fetus a human being or a mere 
unwanted growth? Notice that 
this is not a religious or even an 
ethical question. It is a question 
of human embryology and 
developmental biology.” 

robert P. George 

Dr. George is the McCormick Professor 
of Jurisprudence in Princeton 
University. 

THe rIGHT TO lIFe is the 
greatest civil rights issue of 

our time. This is the issue that 
will determine whether America 
remains a hospitable society—
committed to caring for women in 
crisis and their unborn children, 
committed to those with special 
needs, committed to caring for 
the elderly and the dying—or 
whether America betrays our 
heritage and the truths on which 
its Founders staked their claim 
to independence.

Archbishop edwin F. O’Brien, 
Oct. 1, 2007

Installation Mass, 
Baltimore, Md

“ABOrTION is the least 
regulated invasive procedure 
in the country. Many states do 
not require that a mother be 
fully informed about abortion, 
its potential risks, and the 
a l t e r n a t i v e s — s o m e t h i n g 
required for every other medical 
procedure performed in this 
country.”

Carol Tobias, 
National right-to-life News, 

Summer 2012

Prayer to  
Saint Joseph

by Pope leo XIII

O HOly PrOTeCTOr of 
the holy family, protect us 

children of the lord Jesus Christ; 
keep far from us the errors and 
evils which corrupt the world; 
assist us from Heaven in our 
struggles against the powers 
of darkness. And as you once 
protected the divine Child from 
the cruel edict of Herod, now 
defend the Church and keep it 
safe from all dangers and threats. 
Spread over all of us your holy 
patronage so that by following 
your example and aided by your 
spiritual guidance, we may all 
aspire to a virtuous life, look 
to a holy death, and secure for 
ourselves the blessing of eternal 
happiness in Heaven.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The revd.  
richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Ave. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
undercroft after Mass

rectory: 
767 west roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST 
IN THE TEMPLE 

commonly called 

THe PurIFICATION OF SAINT 
MAry THe VIrGIN 
Blessing of Candles & Procession 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 
Thursday. February 2, 2017

7:30 p.m. 
you may bring unused household candles for blessing. 

The Blessing of Throats will be given  
at the conclusion of this service. 

AFTer Mass on  
Sunday, January 22, 2017

EVANGELISM AND GROWTH

The future of the Anglican use in the 
Boston area lies with the Ordinariate 
of the Chair of St. Peter. Bishop 
lopes has given us some major 
goals to reach to ensure our long-
term viability. your commitment 
is important as we hear and share 
ideas.

luncheon will be served.

THE 
CONVERSION 

OF SAINT 
PAUL

wednesday,  
January 25, 2017

¶ Masses in St. Theresa of 
Avila Church are at  

6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
west roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of reservoir rd.
directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
route 128 to route 9. At signal for reservoir 
road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on route-9. drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on reservoir road. drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
directions by Public Transportation: From ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green line C-branch.


