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NOTES
FROM THE
CHAPLAIN

“I remember long ago preaching
a sermon in which I said that it was
safer to leave your umbrella at the
door of a Wesleyan chapel than at the
door of a Catholic church; and the
Wesleyans were awfully pleased
about that, and have quoted me ever
since.  But they didn’t quite get my
point.     My point was:  Which is the
Church that has cockle in it, like the
Church our Lord talked about?  And
it isn’t the Methodists.”

MSGR. RONALD KNOX

IN a rite of spring duplicated, I am
     sure, across the land, I visited my
local lawn and garden shop for,
among other things, a can of weed
killer.  What confronts you, of course,
is a variety of sprays, liquids, and
granules, which offer everything
from a selective killing of this or that
broad-leafed grass, poison ivy, and
larger brush, to solutions guaranteed
to eradicate every living thing (and
no doubt render the soil useless) for
the next ten years.

Such are the weed killers.  And
my experience reminded me of what
is, coincidentally, a summertime
Sunday Mass gospel (July 24), the
parable of the wheat and the tares in
Matthew chapter 13.  The message
is that mankind, like the farmer’s
cornfield (or my own backyard) is
certainly a mixed crop.  So at the risk
of shooting my bolt and therefore
having nothing to preach on July
24th, I want to try to apply the par-

able as Our Lord Jesus gave it.

A parable is about us, and the
Church, “the Church that has cockle
in it” as Msgr. Knox remarked.  For
it would be too bad to attribute these
remarks of Christ as an address to the
local grange! Any farmer (were he
so inclined) could take you out into
his field after “the corn was knee-
high on the Fourth of July” and un-
cover a whole jungle of dandelion,
crabgrass, vetch, nettle, briar and
thistle in the undergrowth.  Yet the
farmer makes no attempt to weed it
out.  He waits until harvest, when a
good threshing separates the corn
from the weeds.

No, the parable does not tell a
farmer anything he doesn’t already
know about what is happening in his
fields!  It does tell him, and us, about
what is happening in society, among
us and our neighbors, and, in the
Church.  It tells us that there are many
“weeds” about and always have
been, that it is almost impossible to
tell them apart, and that even if we
did some weeding, it might uproot
the true grain as well as the weeds.
(We sometimes do that in our own
gardens.) But Almighty God will not
get mixed up by our messy lives (and
His messy Church!)  Regardless of
who gets away with what here on
earth, what really matters (and al-
ways has) is how God sees us.  Ev-
erything else, by comparison, is a
colossal waste of time.  Life is so
very short, and judgment and all of
eternity is ahead of each of us.

Think about what a mess sin
makes in your own life.  How often
are bad motives all mixed up even in
the good actions.  But they do not
stop being good actions, nor should
you stop doing them.  It is just to say
that a mature Christian recognizes
himself to be a very mixed crop in-
deed.  And that we are very glad Al-
mighty God does not apply the
thresher or the high-octane weed
killer just now.

It is true that God sometimes
sends suffering to work for the elimi-
nation of bad motives in our souls.
Suffering can be a gift which over a
long period is able to do that.  With
some of the saints, God has even
eliminated all bad motives, even in
the lifetimes of those saints, through
great suffering and hardships.  But
with most of us He mercifully (for
us) waits until harvest, when all our
little selfishnesses will be sifted out
and what remains will be 100% for
God and His glory.

What this means is that this mix-
ture of wheat and tares will be found
in the world we live in: in the corn
field, in the life and character of the
Christian soul, and, yes, in the
Church, which has to be as universal
as mankind.  Our Heavenly Father
(unless He decides He wants you to
be a saint now!) does what the farmer
does.  He waits until harvest.  Mean-
time, in the parable, Christ has shown
us what His Church is going to be
like.  The faith which claims you and
me was sown in Christ’s tears, and
watered with the blood of martyrs.
But it is “the Church that has the
cockle in it.”

FATHER BRADFORD

_



SHORT NOTES
Parishioner Arthur Swanberg is

home, and in church, while he recov-
ers from operations on both of his
knees.  Another parishioner, Donald
Bubeck, is recovering from knee sur-
gery in the Brockton Hospital tran-
sitional care unit.

Sister Virginia Kelleher, CSJ, has
retired after twenty years as Princi-
pal of the Saint Theresa School.
Many of you signed a card which was
presented to her after a special Mass
on June 9th.

We have scheduled a midwinter
parish retreat at St. Benedict Abbey
in Still River for February 14-16,
2003. The conductor will be Fr.
Carleton Jones, OP.

Fr. Joseph Wilson recently was a
guest on Ray Flynn’s talk show on
WROL radio.  The former Ambas-
sador to the Vatican and Mayor of
Boston had been impressed by Fr.
Wilson’s article in Catholic World
Report.

Summer flowers are welcome for
the Sunday Mass. But please ask Fr.
Bradford so that we do not get all our
flowers on one Sunday and none on
the next!  Let us know the Sunday
you would like to bring altar flow-
ers.

THE BRITISH

MARTYRS

OVER the years 200 men and

           women have been beatified

for their heroic witness to the Catho-

lic Faith in the British Isles during

and after the Protestant Reformation.

Here we continue brief mention of

some of these individual martyrs.

BLESSED ADRIAN FORTESCUE
Husband, Father, and Martyr
(c1476-1539)

Adrian was born of a noble fam-
ily in the county of Devon in En-
gland, and became a husband and
father of outstanding virtue.  A Jus-
tice of the Peace and Knight of the
Order of Malta, he made profession
according to the rule of the Oxford
lay fraternity of Saint Dominic.
Henceforth, Adrian determined to
live according to these ascetic norms:
to seek the fulfillment of the divine
pleasure in all things, always to obey
the movement of the Holy Spirit in
all activities, daily to renew good
plans and to carry out all business
diligently, and to ask the grace of per-
severance from God.  Hated for his
virtuous life, he was twice impris-
oned and was finally decapitated on
July 8 or 9, 1539, for his refusal to
take the oath of supremacy to the
king in matters of faith.  Leo XIII
confirmed Adrian’s cult on May 13,
1895.
Reprinted from MAGNIFICAT, July 2000 issue No. 20, Page 124 With per-

mission of MAGNIFICAT® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Av-

enue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All

rights reserved.

Saint of the
Month

St. Oliver Plunket (1629-1681)
Feast 1 July

Titus Oates, the eminent trouble-
maker and imposter, invented the
false tale that has come to be known
as the Popish Plot.  In 1678 Oates
claimed to have discovered a wicked
scheme to murder King Charles II
and succeeded in getting many

Titus Oates
people to believe it.  Oates was the
son of an anabaptist preacher who
feigned conversion to the Catholic
Church, and was expelled from two
Jesuit seminaries.  He claimed to
have discovered a plot wherein
Catholics were planning to massacre
Protestants and then assassinate the
king.  He swore to its truth before a
magistrate, and when the magistrate
was subsequently murdered, gained
an instant notoriety.  As a result some
35 people were judiciously mur-
dered.  Though Oates was finally dis-
credited, pilloried, flogged, and im-
prisoned for a time, he did great harm
while able to brew up spite and de-
struction against the Catholics.

Notable among his victims was
St. Oliver Plunket, Archbishop of
Armagh and Primate of Ireland.
Plunket was charged with planning
to bring 20,000 French troops into
Ireland and to raise a Catholic army.
After arrest he was brought to En-
gland and imprisoned at Newgate in
London for two years.  At his trial
for high treason the judge was biased
and two apostate Irish friars perjured
themselves against him.  The judge,
Sir Francis Pemberton, declared that
the foundation of the treason was
setting up a false religion which was
the most dishonorable and deroga-
tory to the God of all religions and

Contra Mundum Page 67



Page 68 Contra Mundum

Saint Oliver Plunket
that a greater crime could not be com-
mitted against God than for a man to
endeavor to propagate that religion.

After he was condemned Oliver
Plunket was hanged, drawn, and
quartered at Tyburn on 1 July 1681.

He had in fact led a blameless and
saintly life before Oates went to
work.  He was born of a noble royal-
ist Irish family and studied at the Irish
College in Rome under Jesuit guid-
ance. He was brilliant academically
and was ordained in 1654.  He was
appointed Archbishop of Armagh in
1669 and consecrated at Ghent.  On
his way home to Ireland he paused
in London and was befriended by
Queen Catherine.  Plunket solicited
her help in mitigating the severity of
the penal laws against Catholics, and
she herself came under suspicion
later when the Popish Plot was
hatched.

In Ireland he did much to reorga-
nize the Church which had been deci-
mated during the Cromwellian era.
He reformed the Jesuit College at
Drogheda and managed to remain on
friendly terms with the protestant
clergy and gentry in Ulster, in spite

of his loyalty to the Pope and to the
Church for which he was martyred.

He was canonized in 1976.  His
body lies at Downside Abbey in
Somerset, and his head is in the
Oliver Plunket Memorial Church in
Drogheda, County Louth.

INDEPENDENCE DAY JULY 4

On this important occasion our
thoughts must be of our country and
the unprecedented freedom its citi-
zens have enjoyed for 200 years.
This freedom which we accept and
take for granted as our “right” is not
automatic.  Justice and the sacred-
ness of the individual’s life are con-
cepts we get from God.  They have
never been the highest priority of the
secular world.  But individual free-
dom and justice for all have been the
stated purpose of our country’s
founders, and they have persisted
through 200 years of trial and tribu-
lation.

Psalm 117. Laudate Dominum.

O PRAISE the LORD, all ye nations;
* praise him, all ye peoples.

Independence Day.

[July 4.] The Collect.

O ETERNAL God, through
          whose mighty power our fa-
thers won their liberties of old;
Grant, we beseech thee, that we
and all the people of this land may
have grace to maintain these lib-
erties in righteousness and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEOPLE OFTEN ASK
“How late can I come to Mass

and still make my communion?”
You should consider being a non-
communicant at Mass on any occa-
sion when you have not been present
in time to hear the proclamation of
the Holy Gospel.  Rarely does a priest
refuse the Sacrament to someone
who has arrived late, so this is a mat-
ter of conscience more than any le-
galism.  The important thing is that
we offer no disrespect or dishonor to
Our Lord, and especially when we
come to His Table.

TALES OF PADRE PIO
One day, he said, Christ was

walking with Saint Peter through
Paradise.  Suddenly He became
aware of the presence of a number
of villainous-looking individuals
who seemed to Him completely out
of place there.  “Look!” He said to
Saint Peter, “How did these people
get in?”  “Nothing to do with me!”
answered Saint Peter.  “You must ask
Your mother. Every time she finds
my back turned, she opens the gates
and lets everybody in!”

As told by Padre Pio to John
McCaffery.  Padre Pio (1887-1968)
was canonized on June 16, 2002.

Professional life and
personal discipleship

And, behold, a certain lawyer
stood up, and tempted him, saying,
‘Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?’ (Luke 10:25).

It falls to the lot of those who are
engaged in the active and arduous
profession of the law to pass their
lives in great cities, amidst severe and
incessant occupation, requiring all
the faculties, and calling forth, from



time to time, many of the strongest
passions of our nature. In the midst
of all this, rivals are to be watched,
superiors are to be cultivated, con-
nections cherished; some portion of
life must be given to society, and
some little to relaxation and amuse-
ment.  When, then, is the question to
be asked, ‘What shall I do to inherit
eternal life?’, what leisure for the al-
tar, what time for God?  I appeal to
the experience of men engaged in this
profession, whether religious feel-
ings and religious practices are not,
without any speculative disbelief,
perpetually sacrificed to the business
of the world? Are not the habits of
solicitude, hurry, and care, totally in-
compatible with habits of devotion?
Is not the taste for devotion lessened?
Is not the time for devotion abridged?
Are you not more and more con-
quered against your warnings and
against your will; not, perhaps, with-
out pain and compunction, by the

he will give you another Advocate to
dwell with you forever.... But the Advo-
cate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you
all things, and bring to your mind what-
ever I have said to you” (John 14: 16, 26).

The Church cannot teach error, because
it was founded by Christ, God Himself.
He sent forth His Aposties with full pow-
ers to preach His Gospel.  He said ‘’As
the Father has sent me, I also send you”
(John 20:21).  “I will ask the Father and

Mammon of life?  And what is the
cure for this great evil to which your
profession exposes you?  The cure
is, to keep a sacred place in your
heart, where Almighty God is en-
shrined, and where nothing human
can enter; to say to the world, ‘Thus
far shalt thou go, and no further’; to
remember you are a lawyer, without
forgetting you are a Christian; to
wish for no more wealth than ought
to be possessed by an inheritor of the
Kingdom of heaven; to covet no
more honour than is suitable to a
child of God; boldly and bravely to
set yourself limits, and to show to
others you have limits, and that no
professional eagerness, and no pro-
fessional activity, shall ever induce
you to infringe upon the rules and
practices of religion:  remember the
text; put the great question really,
which the tempter of Christ only pre-
tended to put.  In the midst of your
highest success, in the most perfect
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gratification of your vanity, in the
most ample increase of your wealth,
fall down at the feet of Jesus, and say,
‘Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?’

SYDNEY SMITH

This sermon was preached to
lawyers in York, England by Angli-
can clergyman Sydney Smith in 1824.

The Congregation of
Saint Athanasius,

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

 worshiping at

 Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel

10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.

Rectory:  192 Foster Street,
Brighton, MA 02135-4620

Tel/Fax: (617) 787-0553

Web: http://www.locutor.net

Sundays  10:30am.  Sung Mass, fol-
lowed by coffee and fellowship in the
convent solarium.  Adult Christian
Education two Sundays a month.

September 8 & 22, Old Testa-
ment: The Prophets.

October 13 & 27, New Testa-
ment: The Pauline Epistles
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Theresa Church and Convent
Chapel, West Roxbury, MA 02132
Pine Lodge Road (off St. Theresa
Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is
open during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route
128 to Route 109, which becomes Spring Street
in West Roxbury.   Spring Street ends at a
traffic light at Centre Strect in sight of the
church.  At this light bear left onto Centre St.
and immediately turn right at the next light
onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South:  Route 1 north through
Dedham to Spring Street. Turn right onto
Spring Street then follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins
Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street
left on St. Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange
Street. Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn left into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transponation:  Orange line to Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus to Dedham Mall. #36,
#37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxhury Station is a short walk to St. Theresa’s.  Departs from South
Station, but no Sunday service is available.


