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@Contra Mundum@

NOTES 
FROM THE 
CHAPLAIN

Towards the end of Saint Matthew’s 
Gospel, Our Lord Jesus assures 

the Apostles that His Ascension into 
Heaven is not going to mark the begin-
ning of the doctrine of the real absence. 
He says something quite different. 
He says, “Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.” (Mt. 
28:20)

It would be a sad thing indeed if 
the Apostles, and you and I and all 
subsequent Christian believers since 
that Ascension Day, were inexorably 
moving further and further away from 
Christ’s Presence.  How then would 
the Gospel be good news?

The Gospel news is that Christ 
came to be always with His people, to 
be the treasure of our lives, our very 
present help in time of distress, and our 
eternal rest.  He became all of those 
things and more in His Incarnation.  
And that which he did for the whole 
human race He repeats and contin-
ues to apply to each one of us in the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Ours is not a doctrine of the real 
distance of God from us but of the Real 
Presence. We can see how consistent 
the Lord’s continuing Presence is with 

His first coming.  In that first coming 
God was also hidden away, as the 
little Child the shepherds adored and 
the wise men visited and worshiped.  
Earlier this month we observed the 
beautiful Feast of the Presentation.  It 
wasn’t the physical eyesight of Simeon 
and Anna which recognized that this 
baby from Nazareth was the Ancient 
of Days.  It was what Saint Thomas 
Aquinas wrote many years later, and 
which we will sing this evening in 

our Benediction hymn—“faith our 
outward sense befriending, makes our 
inward vision clear.”  It was the pure 
hearts of Simeon and Anna that dis-
covered that this outwardly ordinary 
family was the Holy Family, and that 
this child was the Christ.

The Lord of Heaven was content 
to hide His Divinity under the veil of 
Manhood.  He is also content to hide 
His Sacred Presence under the veils 

SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI
Sunday, June 10, 2007

Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 am

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Chapel of Saint Theresa of Avila Church
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of the Sacrament.  When you think 
about it, it is not more incredible that 
Jesus should be hidden in the outward 
appearance of the Blessed Sacrament 
than that Almighty God should have 
been hidden beneath the outward ap-
pearance of Jesus of Nazareth.

The practical application of all of 
this is that Our Lord is to be worshiped 
and adored wherever He is to be found.  
Saint Thomas the Apostle found Christ 
in the upper room one week after Eas-
ter Day, and what did he do?  He fell 
at His feet and cried, “My Lord and 
My God.”

And that is what we do in Christ’s 
Presence.  The Word made flesh not 
only dwelt among us once; His as-
surance is that He is with us still, in 
the way He Himself promised.  The 
Catholic Church has adored Him from 
the beginning, she adores Him now, 
and will adore Him until faith becomes 
vision, when there is no longer any 
need for the sacramental veil, and at 
last we see Jesus face to face.

FATHER BRADFORD

A sermon preached by Father Bradford in Saint 
Mary’s Chapel, Boston College, February 18, 
2001.  The Solemnity of Corpus Christi is Sunday, 
June 10th.

Christian 
Morality and 

the anCient 
World

In 1998, a year after the British 
Conservative Party had suffered a 

massive defeat at the polls after 18 
years in power, one of the former lady 
ministers offered her opinion that it 

was the Tory Party’s identification 
with support for traditional Christian 
morality that was at the root of its 
unpopularity.  The Conservative Party 
would not rebound, she said, until it 
“got real about people’s lives,” by 
which she meant jettisoning its support 
for Christian sexual morality even as 
an ideal.

Logically, one might have con-
cluded that it was the lack of morality 
among British conservative politicians 
and the public scandals that had result-
ed therefrom—so much a feature of the 
last years of Tory Britain and to which, 
by the way, this lady had contributed 
with a scandal of her own—which had 
more to do with alienation of the vot-
ing public than being “conservative” 
about morals, but no matter.  The no-
tion that Christian moral teaching is 
“out-of-touch” with people’s real lives 
is very widespread in Western, post-
Christian countries today.  Back in the 
day, 20 centuries ago, when the Books 
and Letters of the New Testament were 
written (so the argument goes) these 
moral rules and exhortations might 
have been somewhat realistic, but now 
they’re definitely “unrealistic.”

Even a light knowledge, however, 
of what life was actually like in the 
Greco-Roman world of the First 
Century A.D. ought to disabuse us of 
any such notion.  This Roman empire 
world the Apostles went out to preach 
in was anything but receptive to the 
morals which the Apostles were to in-
sist upon as a matter of Heaven or Hell.  
If anything, it was even less receptive 
than our culture is today.

Let us take the example of mar-
ried life for example.  How far was 
Christ’s moral teaching on marriage 
from people’s “real lives” there!  The 
ancient Roman writer Seneca com-
mented acidly on the loose morals 

of Roman married women: “Among 
them chastity is a synonym for ugli-
ness.”  Since so many Romans were 
not bothering to even get married and 
so many others who married rendered 
themselves childless by the practice of 
contraception and unnatural relations, 
laws were passed which handicapped 
bachelorhood and married childless-
ness while granting many privileges to 
those men who fathered at least three 
children.

Here is how one historian from 
the period summarizes the state of 
affairs:  “Marriage becoming irk-
some, was discarded, and, to escape 
its obligation they lived in [unchaste] 
celibacy, or worse still, legalized their 
prostitution by an annual divorce” 
(Drury, “Histoire des Romains”, cited 
from the Abbe Fouard’s Saint Peter 
and the First Years of Christianity, p. 
305).  Yet this was the world which the 
first Christian missionaries preached 
to with an uncompromising message:  
Repent and believe in the Gospel.

So, we can  not excuse our con-
sciences on the idea that a stricter 
moral code might have fit for “that 
time,” but in our own modern 21st 
century day it can’t be so.  Sorry—it 
is so!  Then, as now, Christ’s moral 
teaching was hard to bear because it 
went so much against what human na-
ture (without the help of God’s grace) 
naturally thinks to; and now, as then, 
the willingness to sacrifice our own 
wants for the sake of a higher, objec-
tive morality is no less required for the 
right to call oneself a Christian.

FR CHARLES J. HIGGINS

This article appeared in The Helpers of God’s 
Precious Infants, Boston chapter newsletter no. 
21 (November 2006).  Fr. Higgins is Pastor of 
Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Church in Newton, 
Mass.  He is known to many of the congregation 
for his frequent participation in our services and 
as a contributor to our parish paper.
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We are told in the Gospel that 
John the Baptist was sent 

from God for testimony.  John was 
primarily a witness.  And there are 
two parts to the job description of a 
witness.  He is to be an observer.  And 
he has to speak to others about what 
he has seen.  To be a good witness 
means to be a keen observer and then 
to be very clear in giving testimony.  
A good witness sticks to his story!  
If you are not sure about what you 
have seen, or are not insistent about 
it in what you say, your questioners 
will pick you apart, as can the ex-
amination and cross-examination in 
a court case.

So when John’s interrogators ar-
rived and tried to make him out to be 
a leader or a power in his own right, 
John said, “I am just a voice.”  His 
function was as a road-builder, to 
clean things up so that the Messiah 
could operate.  John the Baptist in-
sisted he was the Lord’s forerunner, 

not His proto-type.
A witness is not the doer.  He is 

not the deed.  He is not the force 
behind the deed.  A witness is the 
beholder of the light and the telling 
of it.  As such, although he was tech-
nically the last of the Old Testament 
prophets and not the first Christian 
evangelist, John the Baptist was the 
first Christian witness.

You and I are called to be ob-
servers and then to give testimony, 
principally by how we live our lives, 
and then only secondly by our words.  
We are called not to bring attention 
to ourselves but to clear the paths 
for the coming of the Lord.  We too 
must be very clear about this or our 
questioners will pick us apart.

FATHER BRADFORD

A sermon at Mass in St. Theresa of Avila Church 
Tuesday, January 2, 2006.
The Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the 
Baptist is a Sunday this year, June 24th.

Compel them 
to Come in

You must picture me alone in 
that room in Magdalen, night 

after night, feeling, whenever my 
mind lifted even for a second from 
my work, the steady, unrelenting ap-
proach of Him whom I so earnestly 
desired not to meet.  That which I 
greatly feared had at last come upon 
me.  In the Trinity term of 1929 I 
gave in, and admitted that God was 
God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, 
that night, the most dejected and 
reluctant convert in all England.  I 
did not then see what is now the 
most shining and obvious thing; the 
Divine humility which will accept 
a convert even on such terms.  The 
Prodigal Son at least walked home on 
his own feet.  But who can duly adore 
that Love which will open the high 
gates to a prodigal who is brought 
in kicking, struggling, resentful, and 
darting his eyes in every direction 
for a chance to escape?  The words 
compelle intrare, compel them to 
come in, have been so abused by 
wicked men that we shudder at them; 
but, properly understood, they plumb 
the depth of the Divine mercy.  The 
hardness of God is kinder than the 
softness of men and His compulsion 
is our liberation.

C. S. LEWIS
Surprised by Joy

The  
Nativity of 
Saint John 
the Baptist
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short notes
Thanks to those who contributed 

to the reception after the Saint Atha-
nasius Day Mass. Our St Athanasius 
banner was part of the procession this 
year as we have purchased a pole and 
stand for it. The banner was made as 
a welcoming present at the time of 
the initial reception and erection of 
the congregation in 1997. The donors 
were two women who lived in Gales-
burg, Illinois and had read about our 
coming into the Church from articles 
in the Catholic press.

Our thanks also to Fr. Robert 
McMillan, SJ for being our celebrant 
and preacher at Mass on May 6th.

College bound in the Fall are 
Molly Cavanaugh, who will enter the 
University of Chicago, and Kristina  
Johansson who will enter Wash-
ington and Lee. Congratulations to 
both.

Fr David Mullen will celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of his ordina-
tion on June 5th. He is pastor of St 
Brendan’s Parish in Bellingham. The 
Mass is at 5:30 pm. Fr Mullen has 
been a guest preacher at Evensong. 
Congratulations and best regards.

Thanks to those who read the Pen-
tecost lesson in foreign languages at 
Mass. And to those who remembered 
to wear red clothing to Church that 
day.

Friday, June 15th is the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
Fr. Bradford will offer Anglican Use 
Mass in the convent chapel at noon 
that day.

Friday, June 29th is the Solemnity 
of Saints Peter and Paul.  Fr. Brad-
ford usually is celebrant of the 6:45 
am Mass in St. Theresa’s Chapel on 
Fridays.

We enjoyed having both Fr. James 

J. O’Driscoll and Deacon Michael J. 
Connolly assist at Mass on Ascension 
Day.  Fr O’Driscoll is parochial vicar 
in Holy Family Parish, Rockland. 
Dr. Connolly is professor of Slavic 
and Eastern Languages in Boston 
College.

soleMnity oF the Most holy trinity
Sunday, June 3, 2007

Athanasian Creed
Solemn Mass & Sermon
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on Faith
“Having a clear faith, based on the 
creed of the Church, is often labeled 
today as a fundamentalism…Where-
as relativism, which is letting oneself 
be tossed and ‘swept along by every 
wind of teaching,’ looks like the 
only attitude acceptable to today’s 
standards.

“We are moving toward a dictator-
ship of relativism which does not 
recognize anything as for certain and 
which has as its highest goal one’s 
own ego and one’s own desires.”

POPE BENEDICT XVI

This is an excerpt from a sermon on April 18, 
2005, given by Cardinal Ratzinger at a Mass 
before the conclave that elected him Supreme 
Pontiff.

British 
Martyrs

OVER the years 200 men and women 
have been beatified for their heroic 

witness to the Catholic Faith in the Brit-
ish Isles during and after the Protestant 
Reformation. Here we continue brief 
mention of some of these individual 
martyrs.

Blessed Peter snow and ralPh 
Grimston

Martyrs († 1598)

Peter Snow, of Ripon, England, 
was ordained a priest in Soissons, 
France, in 1591.  After returning to 
England, he served for seven years in 
Yorkshire, ministering to his fellow 
Catholics presecuted under Queen 
Elizabeth I.  In the spring of 1598, 
he received assistance in his trav-
els from a Yorkshire native, Ralph 
Grimston, a married layman from 
Nidd.  Ralph had previously suffered 
imprisonment for opening his home 
to Catholic priests.  On or around 
May 1, 1598, Father Snow and Ralph 
were captured while journeying 
together to York.  Father Snow was 
condemned to death by hanging, 
drawing, and quartering for being 
a priest.  Ralph was condemned 
to death by hanging for having as-
sisted Father Snow and for having 
attempted to prevent the priest’s 
arrest when they were caught.  They 
suffered martyrdom together on June 
15 in York.

Reprinted from Magnificat, June. 2005, Vol. 7 
No. 4, Page 230. With permission of Magnificat® 
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue, 
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

Blessed Patrick cavanaGh and 
comPanions

Martyrs († 1581)

Patrick Cavanagh, Edward Cheev-
ers, and Robert Meyler, of Wexford, 
Ireland, were sailors who employed 
their navigational skills to transport 
a number of Irish Catholic priests 
and laymen to France, rescuing 
them from persecution under the oc-
cupying forces of England’s Queen 
Elizabeth I.  The three sailors also 
sheltered priests in their homes.  An-
other resident of Wexford, Matthew 
Lambert, a baker described as “a man 
of very tender conscience,” took into 
his home the Jesuit priest, Father 
Robert Rochford.  Father Rochford 
had been smuggled into the country 
from Belgium by the sailors Cava-
nagh, Cheevers, and Meyler, and 
they later helped him escape to the 
continent when he was being hunted 
down by the English authorities.  The 
sailors and the baker Lambert were 
all arrested and put to death by draw-
ing and quartering for the assistance 
they had given to Father Rochford.  
In facing death, Matthew Lambert 
declared that although he was intel-
lectually ill equipped to debate with 
his religious opponents, he nonethe-
less firmly believed the teachings of 
the Catholic Church.

Reprinted from Magnificat, July. 2004, Vol. 6 
No. 5, Page 77. With permission of Magnificat® 
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue, 
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

summer 
Flowers

Please sign up to bring flowers 
for one or more of the Sundays 

during the growing season.  You may 
bring an arrangement from your own 
yard, a planter, or a store-bought 
bouquet.  There are various sized 
vases in the sacristy if needed.  You 
may take the flowers home with you 
after Mass.  We will all enjoy the 
extra color in the Chapel.
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Cardinal O’Malley ordained sev-
en men to the priesthood on May 

26. Two of the men have connections 
to St. Theresa of Avila Parish.  Fr. 
Robert Blaney, who has been serving 
as a deacon at St. Theresa’s, said his 
first Mass on Pentecost at the Noon 
Mass.  Fr. Matthew Westcott will 
offer a special Mass the following 
Sunday at St. Theresa’s Noon Mass.  
Congratulations to them and to all 
seven ordinands.

We initially recognize Saints 
Marcellinus and Peter because 

their names appear in one of the 
prayers of the Roman canon of the 
mass: “Nobis quoque peccatoribus 
... with thy holy Apostles and mar-
tyrs ...”

Marcellinus was a priest and Ro-
man citizen, known for his piety.  
Saint Peter was a contemporary of 
Marcellinus and known to have per-
formed exorcisms.

They were martyred near Rome 
in 304 during the persecutions of the 
Emperor Diocletian (284-305), and 
the story of their deaths is worthy of 
note.  They were condemned to die 
because of their faith and led secretly 
to a secluded part of a forest outside 
of Rome.  There the executioner or-
dered them to clear away the thicket 
and told them that it was to be their 
burial place.  No one else witnessed 
the deed, but pious ladies named 
Lucilla and Firmina learned of the 
executions by means of revelation.  
They found their way to the spot and 
took the bodies for proper burial near 
the cemetery to St. Tiburtius, on the 
Lavican Road.

The Emperor Constantine (280-
337) later built a basilica over their 
tomb and interred his mother (St. 
Helena) there also.  Their relics 

were  transported in 828 to the new 
abbey at Seligenstadt by one of Char-
lemagne’s secretaries Einhard.  Ein-
hard had requested some holy relics 
from Pope Gregory IV, and because 
of this great gift, built the church and 
monastery in their honor.

Saint Marcellinus, priest & martyr

Saint Peter, exorcist & martyr

saints oF the Month

Saints Marcellinus and Peter
martyred A.D. 304
Feast Day 2 June

Now a priest is the appointed “dis-
penser of the mysteries of God,” 

for the benefit of the members of the 
mystical Body of Christ; since he is 
the ordinary minister of nearly all the 
Sacraments—those channels through 
which the grace of the Savior flows for 
the good of humanity. The Christian, 
at almost every important stage of his 
mortal career, finds at his side the priest 
with power received from God, in the 
act of communicating or increasing 
that grace which is the supernatural life 
of his soul.

POPE PIuS XI 
AD CATHOLICI SACERDOTII

no. 17, December 20, 1935



      Contra Mundum  Page 83

The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent Chapel 
10 St. Theresa Ave. 

West Roxbury, Mass. 
(Enter through the side door.)

Sundays  10:30am.  Sung Mass 
Fellowship and Coffee in the Lounge after 

Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

the saCred heart 
oF Jesus

For these reasons, the Heart of the Incarnate Word is de-
servedly and rightly considered the chief sign and sym-

bol of that threefold love with which the divine Redeemer 
unceasingly loves His eternal Father and all mankind.

It is a symbol of that divine love which He shares with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit but which He, the Word 
made flesh, alone manifests through a weak and perishable 
body, since “in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.”

It is, besides, the symbol of that burning love which, 
infused into His soul, enriches the human will of Christ 
and enlightens and governs its acts by the most perfect 
knowledge derived both from the beatific vision and that 
which is directly infused.

And finally—and this in a more natural and direct 
way—it is the symbol also of sensible love, since the body 
of Jesus Christ, formed by the Holy Spirit, in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, possesses full powers of feelings and 
perception, in fact, more so than any other human body.

Since, therefore, Sacred Scripture and the official teach-
ing of the Catholic faith instruct us that all things find their 
complete harmony and order in the most holy soul of Jesus 
Christ, and that He has manifestly directed His threefold 
love for the securing of our redemption, it unquestionably 
follows that we can contemplate and honor the Heart of 
the divine Redeemer as a symbolic image of His love and 
a witness of our redemption and, at the same time, as a sort 
of mystical ladder by which we mount to the embrace of 
“God our Savior.”

Hence His words, actions, commands, miracles, and 
especially those works which manifest more clearly His 
love for us—such as the divine institution of the Eucharist, 
His most bitter sufferings and death, the loving gift of His 
holy Mother to us, the founding of the Church for us, and 
finally, the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles 
and upon us—all these, We say, ought to be looked upon 
as proofs of His threefold love.

Likewise we ought to meditate most lovingly on the 
beating of His Sacred Heart by which He seemed, as it 
were, to measure the time of His sojourn on earth until that 

final moment when, as the Evangelists testify, “crying out 
with a loud voice ‘It is finished.’, and bowing His Head, 
He yielded up the ghost.” Then it was that His heart ceased 
to beat and His sensible love was interrupted until the time 
when, triumphing over death, He rose from the tomb.

But after His glorified body had been re-united to the 
soul of the divine Redeemer, conqueror of death, His most 
Sacred Heart never ceased, and never will cease, to beat 
with calm and imperturbable pulsations. Likewise, it will 
never cease to symbolize the threefold love with which He 
is bound to His heavenly Father and the entire human race, 
of which He has every claim to be the mystical Head. 

POPE PIuS XII 
HAURIETIS AQUAS  

nos. 54-61, May 15, 1956
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132  Pine Lodge 
Road (off St.. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine 
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is open 
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route 128 to 
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West 
Roxbury.   Spring Street ends at a traffic light at 
Centre Street in sight of the church.  At this light 
bear left onto Centre St.. and immediately turn right 
at the next light onto St.. Theresa Ave.  
From the South:  Route 1 north through Dedham 
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then 
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins High-
way to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.. 
Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street. 
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre 
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn left 
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation:  Orange line 
to Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 
bus to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St.. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to St.. 
Theresa’s.  Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.


