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HE month of October is sandwiched between Saint Michael’s
Day and All Saints’ Day. St.. Michael, as captain of the Lord’s army,
battled Satan and his legions. And
All Saints’ Day has its accessory Halloween (All Hallows’ Eve) and All
Souls’ Day. In this whole period of
the Church Year we are reminded that
the Christian life is a battle against
sin, the world, and the devil.
The sum and substance of the
Catholic Faith does not hang on the
(dis)appearance of a definite article.
But the last petition of the Our Father, in Greek, does require it to be
translated “deliver us from the evil
(one).” (ajlla; ru`sai hjma`~ ajpo; tou`
ponhrou`.) And it is no good putting this as an option in the italicized
footnotes. “Deliver us from the evil
one” is the correct reading. It is not
an option.
Not honoring the definite article
means that both the English Bible
and the Prayer Book make the last
petition of the Lord’s Prayer directed
against evil in general and the things
which might threaten us. But this is
so vague and out of focus. Restore
the rightful definite article, render it

Commemoration of the
Faithful Departed

All Souls Day
Sunday, November 2, 2003
Solemn Requiem Mass and Sermon at 10:30am
Vespers of the Dead & Benediction at 5:00pm
¶ Intercession forms for the All Souls' Day Requiem Mass
will be available in the chapel during the month of October.
Please return by November 1st.
in English as “deliver us from the evil
one”, and it becomes clear we are to
ask to be protected from a definite,
intelligent, evil personality. From
the earliest Christian times this final
petition of the Lord’s Prayer has been
understood to be directed against the
personal power of Satan.
The expression “the evil one” as
found in the Lord’s Prayer, is also
found elsewhere in the New Testa-

ment, in places where the translators
have no problem with the definite article. In Matthew 13:19 Christ says
“the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in his heart.”
In Matthew 13:38 Christ tells His
disciples privately “the weeds are
the sons of the evil one.” In 1 John
2:13 the writer says “I am writing to
you, young men, because you have
overcome the evil one.” There are
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David Burt and Fr. George Greenway
recalling old times in Waltham
other examples at 1 John 3:12 and
5:18.
In a special liturgical expansion
of this petition the ancient Liturgy of
Jerusalem prayed “and lead us not
into temptation, O Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, who knowest our infirmity;
but deliver us from the evil one and
all his works, and from every assault
and wile of his, for the sake of Thy
Holy Name which is called upon our
lowliness.”
In His wilderness temptation,
Our Lord Jesus had the real crisis of
His life: the choice of the Way of the
Cross, or reigning with Satan’s assis-

tance. Christ chose the Cross. The
final victory was won in His mind in
the wilderness. And this victory was
won potentially for all who follow.
The Cross wins the fight in those who
accept it.
Our Lord was very certain of Satan in His experience. His teaching
was plain. Jesus did not hesitate to
say, “Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father it is your
will to do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and stood not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father thereof.” (John 8:44)

The Apostles, following Our
Lord’s teaching, had no doubt of
Satan’s power. They warned “neither
give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:
27). “Put on the whole armor of God,
that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil.” (Ephesians
6:11) “Be sober, be watchful: your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about seeking whom he may
devour.” (1 Peter 5:8). The Catholic
Church has never varied from this
teaching. To ignore it is to make up
a new religion.
The implication of the final petition in the Lord’s Prayer is that Satan
is the author of evil, whether general
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or specific in our lives. We pray not
to be delivered from the general vexations of this life. It is prayer, rather,
for deliverance from moral evil, from
what is the only ultimate and lasting
evil, the power of Satan.
The New Testament frequently
refers to demonic possession. But
this does not require to be explained
away as some form of mental illness
or derangement the ancient world
was unable to diagnose. It may describe any soul who is in thrall to the
devil. And Satan has his victories.
But those who are Christ’s “have
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” (Galatians 5:24).
The inner battle is always changing
its form and object, but no matter
how far we advance in the Christian
life we never entirely get away from
it. There is no discharge in this war.
Which is why Catholics seek the aid
of Holy Michael and All the Saints,
and why we pray constantly “Holy
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners now, and at the hour of our
death.”
FATHER BRADFORD

SHORT NOTES

song on Holy Cross Day. Fr. Mullen
is Pastor of Saint Brendan Parish in
Bellingham.
Congratulations to Brenda Molloy on the birth of her son Luke Stephen Molloy on September 18. And
congratulations also to grandparents
Bob and Gloria Molloy.
We were grateful for the visit
of Bishop Richard Lennon to us
as celebrant and preacher on Saint
Michael’s Day. That is the day the
Congregation of St. Athanasius observes the anniversary of its founding in 1997. Bishop Lennon is Vicar
General of the Archdiocese of Boston and Moderator of the Curia. He
was our first chaplain, serving until
Fr. Bradford’s ordination in 1998.
MCC-Net is the legislative network for Catholics in Massachusetts
and alerts its subscribers to issues of
public policy having ramifications
for our faith and practice. MCC-Net
is having a new member sign up
during October. Information may
be found at the chapel doors during
the month.
All Saints’ Day is November
1st. Being a Saturday this year, it is
not a day of obligation. Holy Mass
is at 9am in the Convent Chapel.

Our condolences to Jim Reedy
and his sisters on the death of their
mother, Helen G. Reedy, who went
to God on September 4 and whose
funeral service was in North Chelmsford on September 8th. Mrs. Reedy
was 87 years old. “May she rest in
peace.”
We received a postcard from Rita
Strow mailed to us from her trip to
Ireland during August and early
September.
Many thanks to Fr. David Mullen, who was our preacher at Even-

F a king were to paint a picture
of his son, he could claim it as
his own on two counts: because it
is his son’s picture, and because he
himself made it. In the same way,
the Father declares that the name of
Jesus Christ, which is glorified in
the Church throughout the world,
is his own, because it is his Son’s
name and because he wrote it to save
mankind.
From the treatise Against Heresies
SAINT IRENAEUS C.130-200

I
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SAINT OF THE
MONTH

Alphonsus Rodriguez
1533 – 1617
Feast Day 30 October

N

OBODY would have thought he
was somebody much to notice
as a young man. Alonso Rodriguez
was born in Segovia, a city in the
center of Spain, a little North of
Madrid, the son of a wool-merchant.
He followed his father into the same
work, but failed at it. He married,
but his wife and three children died
young. So as a man of middle age he
decided he would join the Jesuits.
He had almost no education,
and tried to make up for his deficiency by studying at Barcelona,
but he couldn’t come up to the mark
academically. This may have been
because of the “scruples and mental
agitation” to which he was subject
all his life (we would probably call
it depression), partly because of the
austerities he practiced, and, who
knows? Maybe he didn’t have the
necessary intellectual endowment
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to start with.
A place was found for him as
a lay brother in the Jesuit college
at Majorca, and he was assigned
to work as the door-keeper. This
position he kept for the next 49
years. Right away he impressed
the community with his goodness;
he was a model of kindness, humility, and absolute obedience. In time
the priests and brothers at Majorca
perceived in this simple, somewhat
troubled man unusual spiritual gifts
and great personal sanctity.
He made himself useful in every
way he could to the community and
never complained. He eagerly took
on the most menial work and performed it cheerfully. In 1591 he was
already 60 years old when he was ordered to start sleeping in a bed. Until
then he had allowed himself only a
few hours of sleep on a table or in a
chair. He served a chapel where the
elderly or infirm fathers celebrated
late Masses.
He wrote in his book of maxims:
“In the difficulties which are placed
before me, why should I not act like
a donkey? When one speaks ill of
him — the donkey says nothing.
When he is mistreated — he says
nothing. When he is forgotten — he
says nothing. When no food is given
him — he says nothing. When he is
made to advance — he says nothing.
When he is despised — he says nothing. When he is overburdened — he
says nothing... The true servant of
God must do likewise, and say with
David: Before You I have become like
a beast of burden.”
People began coming to the porter’s lodge for advice and spiritual
direction in the life of prayer, and his
influence, in spite of his lack of edu-
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cation and training, began to spread.
One of the people he touched, later
in his life, was the young novice St.
Peter Claver, who was to become a
missionary and devote his life to the
care of the black slaves at Cartegana
(now Colombia) in South America.
Alonso Rodriguez, the hall porter,
recognized that Peter Claver had
the gifts of a great missionary, and
encouraged him to follow that path.
(St. Peter Claver was “Saint of the
Month” in September last year.) He
had a deep spiritual influence on
many both inside and outside the
Jesuit community, and through him
many young men discerned their
vocations to the priesthood, and
brought others into the lay brotherhood of the Jesuits.
He was declared Venerable in
1626, and canonized on 6 September 1887 by Pope Leo XIII, on the
same day that St. Peter Claver was
canonized.
Sit down and reflect. Some of
the most humble, uneducated people
whom we meet every day of our lives
and perhaps never notice—the man
who sells newspapers at the corner in
the cold winter and the hot summer,
the woman who cleans the office at
night and whom we never see, hospital porters and orderlies, the man
who picks up trash in the park, and
countless others—may be people of
profound goodness. Like St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, there are saints
among them.

THE BRITISH MARTYRS

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic
Faith in the British Isles during and
after the Protestant Reformation.

Here we continue brief mention of
some of these individual martyrs.
BLESSED FRANCIS PAGE, Priest and
Martyr (†1602)
Francis, an English priest, joined
the Society of Jesus while in prison
prior to his execution at Tyburn. He
had been born in Antwerp. After his
conversion to Catholicism, he studied for the priesthood at Douai, and
was ordained in 1600. He was sent
on mission to England, arrested after
two years, and executed.
Reprinted from Magnificat, April 1999, No.
5, Page 236 With permission of Magnificat®
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

SAINT EDMUND ARROWSMITH, Priest
and Martyr (1585-1628)
After becoming a priest in
France, Edmund Arrowsmith returned to England to serve in his
native Lancashire, where he was
particularly gifted in exorcising those
possessed by demons. Around 1622
he was arrested but subsequently released by order of King James I. In
1628 he was arrested a second time,
betrayed by a young man whom the
priest had reproved for his immoral
life. Sentenced to death for being a
priest, a Jesuit, and an advocate of
the See of Peter, Father Arrowsmith
kissed the ladder as he mounted the
gallows and having prayed aloud for
the conversion of England he uttered
“Bone Jesus!” (“O good Jesus!”) as
his final words before dying.
Reprinted from Magnificat, AUGUST 2001, Vol.
3, No. 6, Page 391 With permission of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

“To be deep in history is to
cease to be protestant”
JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
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listen to the appeal made by Paul
VI to parents: “Mothers, do you
teach your children the Christian
prayers? Do you prepare them, in
conjunction with the priests, for
the sacraments that they receive
when they are young: Confession,
Communion and Confirmation? Do
you encourage them when they are
sick to think of Christ suffering, to
invoke the aid of the Blessed Virgin
and the saints? Do you say the family rosary together? And you, fathers,
do you pray with your children, with
the whole domestic community; at
least sometimes? Your example of
honesty in thought and action, joined
to some common prayer, is a lesson
for life, an act of worship of singular
Educators in Prayer
value. In this way you bring peace
to your homes: Pax huic domui. ReY reason of their dignity and member, it is thus that you build up
mission, Christian parents have the Church.”
THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
the specific responsibility of educatJOHN PAUL II
ing their children in prayer, introducing them to gradual discovery of the
mystery of God and to personal dialogue with Him: “It is particularly in SAINT LUKE’S DAY
the Christian family, enriched by the
Saint Luke tells us so much about
grace and the office of the sacrament Our Lord Jesus Christ, and about the
of Matrimony, that from the earliest history of the earliest days of Christ’s
years children should be taught, Church, but he tells us next to nothaccording to the faith received in ing about himself.
Baptism, to have a knowledge of
We can appreciate something
God, to worship Him and to love
of the man from the way he wrote,
their neighbor.”
however. It is Luke’s Gospel alone
The concrete example and living that tells us so much about the virgin
witness of parents is fundamental birth of Christ, and gives us the movand irreplaceable in educating their ing parables of the Good Samaritan
children to pray. Only by praying, and the Prodigal Son. He gives us
together with their children can a the comforting words of Christ in His
father and mother – exercising their Passion to the women of Jerusalem
royal priesthood — penetrate the and to the penitent thief. And in all
innermost depths of their children’s of these, and more, we see the comhearts and leave an impression that passion of Christ and His emphasis
the future events in their lives will on poverty, prayer, and purity. That
not be able to efface. Let us again is what makes Luke’s Gospel so ap-

B
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pealing.
It is only in modern times that
the Church has come to appreciate
what a careful historian Saint Luke
was. That is because many of his details have been strikingly confirmed
by modern archaeological method.
More than one modern scientist has
come to the end of his findings to say
that Luke was right.
But it did not take the Church
long to appreciate Saint Luke as a
craftsman with words, creating such
vivid scenes that one tradition states
that Luke was a painter. There is
a very famous painting by Rogier
Van Der Weyden you can see in the
Museum of Fine Arts showing Luke
painting the portrait of Our Lady.
On Advent Sunday December 1st
the Sunday Mass Gospels will turn to
Luke’s Gospel for their texts. We’ll
be reading from Luke for the next
year. Now might be a good time to
buy a commentary on Luke’s Gospel as a companion to your Sunday
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Mass preparation. Or dust off your
copy of Taylor Caldwell’s Dear and
Glorious Physician, her novel about
Saint Luke.
There is one description of Saint
Luke in the Bible, and it speaks volumes. Saint Paul, in prison, and near
the end of his life, was lonely. He
is writing to his young friend, Saint
Timothy. Paul had been uncompromising in his zeal for the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, and thank God for
that. But he had ruffled feathers and
alienated not a few colleagues. Yet at
the end Paul could write to Timothy
“Only Luke is with me.” It is always easy to begin well. But it takes
courage, devotion, and loyalty to see
it through to the end. Of all Saint
Luke’s admirable qualities perhaps
this is the finest. Saint Luke stayed
the course and he finished well. Saint
Luke pray for us.
¶ a sermon preached by Father Bradford on Saint Luke’s Day in 2002.
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commits the Church “irrevocably”
to ecumenism.
Ecumenism is a bad word for
many Catholics because as some
would have it, we should simply paper over profound differences in belief, sacrificing Catholic identity on
the altar of superficial unity. Such is
the goal of false ecumenism.
But there is another force at
work to restore to the Church that
unity which it lost at the time of the
Eastern Schism, the Reformation,
and even in our own time by those
who have left the Church because
of changes made after the Second
Vatican Council.
I believe the Holy Spirit is active and reconciling diverse traditions to the Catholic Church. We
see in the Eastern Rites a working
model for reunion with the whole of
Orthodoxy. We see in the indults of
1984 and 1988 provisions made for
those whose faith finds expression
in the traditional Latin liturgy of the
This year the feast falls on
Saturday, October 18th. Low Church. And we see in the canoniMass in the Convent Chapel cal process established for allowing
Anglican, Lutheran, and other types
at 9:00am
of Protestant ministers to continue
their ministries as Catholic priests a
means to reach out to the children of
the Reformation.
One example I find particularly
exciting is the provision made for
How the liturgy can help
receiving entire Protestant congreProtestants come back to the gations into the Catholic Church.
Church
What’s most interesting here is that
these groups are received en masse,
allowing them to keep a “common
By Jake Dell
identity.” At first this “common
HEN the Pope commits the identity” comprised of cherished
Church irrevocably to some- customs and devotions established
thing, every Catholic’s ears should during the Reformation and sucpick up. And so our ears should all cessive generations might seem too
be ringing when Pope John Paul Protestant and therefore a cause for

Finding their
way home:

W

concern. Their pastor-turnedpriest
might be married. They might sing
a hymn that was written by (dare
I say his name?) Martin Luther!
Should we be worried? Are we allowing a Trojan horse to enter the
City of God?
It’s here that I think the Pope is
calling for us to roll up our sleeves
and get down to the hard work
of producing some results: the
Church’s ecumenical commitment
is irrevocable. So what are we going to do about it? The task here is
not unlike the one given to the servants in the parable of the talents.
Will we bury our talents and make
no progress, make a little progress
- enough to say we’ve done something - or will we go all the way?
To really make progress we need
to understand clearly what is essential to being a Catholic and what
is not. A lot of what we Catholics
take as part and parcel of our faith
is not essential. We’ve developed
an elaborate superstructure of piety
built on a core deposit of faith; but
more often than not we get our identity as Catholics from the piety, not
the faith. Now I’m not implying a
contradiction here (there isn’t one),
but real ecumenism is not about
getting rosaries into the hands of as
many Protestants as possible.
We have our own brand of
practicing the faith in the Western
Church that’s grown up over centuries of use. It centers on the devotion to the Real Presence of Jesus
in the Eucharistic species, on Mary
and the Rosary and the saints. Modern liturgists lump all of these devotions together and call this expression of the faith tabernacle piety.
(Unfortunately, it’s often been their
goal to suppress such popular devo-
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tions.) In the East, icons replace the
tabernacle as the principle object
of devotion. For Protestants, it’s
devotion to the Divine Logos, the
incarnate Word of God as He is read
in the pages of Holy Scripture.
In each case these forms of piety
(tabernacle, icon, and biblical) are
secondary and non-essential. They
are secondary because they point
to, or, even better, they participate
in realities beyond their immediate,
outward appearance. They are nonessential because tabernacle piety
can be swapped for icon or biblical piety without jeopardizing the
integrity of one’s faith.
But here let’s face something
about ourselves: we tend to promote
the form of piety to which we’re attached to the exclusion of all other
forms. So to hear a Protestant tell
it you’re not really practicing your
faith if don’t spend an hour a day
“in the Word” and witness to others
about Christ. And I could point to
a stack of pamphlets and holy cards
which might give a few sensitive
souls the impression that they aren’t
making the grade as Catholics until
they’re praying the Rosary every
day and wearing a rainbow of scapulars around their necks.
We can’t equate the practice of
a particular devotion with the practice of the faith itself. With that in
mind when we ponder how best to
reach out to our separated Protestant
brethren our goal should not be to
make them like us; but rather to accept them, bring them in, and make
accommodation for them.
Let’s start at the most obvious
place: the table of Our Lord, Holy
Mass. The liturgy is an action and
an entering into the very movement

of God as He proceeds from eternity
through time and space and back to
eternity - sweeping the Church up
with Him. To put it another way,
the Church is the liturgy. The liturgy is primary; our devotions and
pious customs are secondary.
I am not pitting piety against
liturgy; I am merely subordinating
the former to the latter. It is not
necessary to have a tabernacle (or
an icon, or a personal, well read
copy of the Bible); it is necessary
to have the liturgy. Even the most
extreme Protestants have not entirely lost sight of that fact. From
their anemic, bare-bones monthly
or quarterly services of Holy Communion or the “Lord’s Supper” they
can begin to grope their way back.
We can meet them half-way, not by
pitching our tabernacles and high
altars in the dustbin (tragically, its
too late for that in many parishes) or
by suppressing our most cherished
devotions, but by emphasizing the
primacy of the liturgy. From the liturgy all of our secondary devotions
(the Rosary, Exposition and Benediction, even our devotion to Mary)
derive their meaning and power.
One of our tasks, then, should be
to try to show Protestants how to reconnect their own ways of expressing the faith with the liturgy. Keep
in mind that Protestants might have
a hard time understanding this. All
they have are secondary devotions
and pious customs. They’ve largely
lost sight of the liturgy.
A list of Protestant piety might
include: devotion to the personal
study of the Bible, devotion to
the Psalms, devotion to hymns,
devotion to preaching, and, for
Anglicans, devotion to the Book
of Common Prayer. (Actually a
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very Catholic list, is it not? There
is nothing new here; nothing that
wasn’t “Catholic” before it became
“Protestant.”)
Can we not say to our Protestant
brethren: Join us! But instead of the
Rosary, keep your devotion to the
Psalms (after all before the Rosary
was the devotion of Popes it was
the poor-man’s Psalter); instead of
instituting weekly Exposition and
Benediction, keep your Bible study.
For the time being don’t even bother building a tabernacle. Keep your
hymns. Keep your preaching and
you Anglicans, you can even keep
your prayerbook!
From us take our liturgy; take
our apostolicity; join our external
and visible fellowship. And of
course you’re welcome to whatever
else we have: the Rosary, the tabernacle, even the Infant of Prague!
Does this sound too far-fetched?
It’s already happening. Several
parishes from the Episcopal Church
have already joined the Catholic
Church but retain a "common identity" inherited from their Anglican
past. I’ve read essays by neo-Calvinists about the biblical mandate
to assemble weekly for the Lord’s
Supper. And I’ve spoken with Protestants who lament the fact that the
spiritual tradition they’ve inherited
is cut off from the liturgy.
There is power in the liturgy to
restore the unity lost to the Church
on her pilgrimage through time:
Christ being lifted up will draw all
men to Himself.
¶Jake Dell writes from Guilford,
Connecticut. Before joining the
Catholic Church in 1995 he was
active in both the Episcopal and
Presbyterian churches.
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)

Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is
open during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128
to Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in
West Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic
light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At
this light bear left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the next light onto St. Theresa
Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street
then follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins
Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street
left on St. Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange
Street. Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing
Centre Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.
Turn left into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus to Dedham Mall. #36,
#37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresaʼs. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to St. Theresaʼs. Departs from South
Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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