
NOTES
FROM THE 
CHAPLAIN

DURING Christmastide we 
hear in the gospel that it was 

a divine warning of the massacre of 
the Holy Innocents which led to the 
Flight into Egypt.  This Christmas 
and Epiphanytide there are several 
notable local performances of Hector 
Berlioz’s curious L’enfance du Christ 
in the offing, one by the Boston Sym-
phony.  Perhaps more an opera than 
an oratorio or symphony, but with 
elements of all three, the story line 
emphasizes the plight of the Holy 
Family in their flight from harm to 
the Child.  Some of us are marveling 
just now at the connection between 
the horror of legal baby murder in our 
society and the specter of same-sex 
marriages coming to a theatre near 
you.  Is the Holy Family again mak-
ing a flight into the wilderness before 
our very eyes?  The Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court’s ruling that 
any legislation limiting marriage to a 
heterosexual couple (i.e. a man and a 
woman) is unconstitutional certainly 
sets a different standard for civil law.  
Marriage is the lawful contract be-
tween man and woman by which is 
given and accepted the (exclusive 

and perpetual) right to those natural 
functions of the human body which 
are apt to generate offspring. (When 
entered into by baptized Christians, 
marriage is a sacramental contract. 
But of course not everyone in society 
adheres to Christian faith.)  Setting 
aside ecclesiastical law for consid-
eration, marriage is null if contrary 
to natural or to divine positive law.  
Several years ago an old priest was 
reminiscing with me about his expe-
riences at an archdiocesan summer 
camp for seminarians.  Part of camp 
life, you may remember, is the re-
quired weekly fire drill.  The archdi-
ocesan camp was no exception.  The 
dreaded moment came when the fire 
hoses had to be unrolled from their 
cart and connected, with one end 
going to the lake and the other to 
the pump.  But the hoses had been 
recoiled improperly.  One of the 
hoses had been turned the other way 
round, and consequently the sections 

of the fire hose would not couple, and 
the drill was a disaster.  Thanks be to 
God it was just a drill.  The old priest 
then laughed and said, “If the parts 
don’t connect, there’s no couple!”  
An old lesson was revisited.  It is 
the testimony of natural law (and not 
anything specifically Christian) that 
if the parts don’t couple, if the natural 
functions of the human body which 
are apt to generate offspring are not 
present, there is no marriage.

It is of course obvious that the 
State will have different standards 
from the Church.  The State must 
have in view solely the secular in-
terests of its citizens, whereas the 
Church lives in obedience to Divine 
revelation, and so there is need for 
the marriages of the unbaptized to 
be ruled by some external authority.  
This rule is by devolution, however.  
It is by default that the power to 
rule marriages passes to the civil 
authority.  It is simply that outside 
the Church no supreme independent 
authority exists except the State.  But 
natural law and divine positive law 
nevertheless rule even civil mar-
riages.  The only way to be exempt 
is not to exist.

The Supreme Judicial Court as-
serts that putting no limits on access 
to marriage by all persons over the 
age of consent is only fair play, a 
granting of equality assuring that 
we have no discrimination, no sec-
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ond-class citizens.  But a one-legged 
man isn’t a second-class citizen even 
if he still cannot compete in the Tour 
de France.  I am not a second-class 
citizen, and yet I do not have the civil 
right to experience the joy of giving 
birth to a child.  You and I do not 
have the freedom and right under the 
Constitution to drive a motor vehicle 
at night at a high rate of speed in the 
opposite direction down a super 
highway with our lights turned off.  
We are denied getting our thrill on a 
cold winter night in that way.  That 
denial does not make us less equal.  
It is sheer nonsense not to recognize 
the parameters and constraints that 
a responsible society puts on its 
citizens, and that it has the right to 
do so.  And it is sheer nonsense, and 
futile, for the civil authority to ignore 
natural law.

The author of marriage is God 
himself.  If society does not allow 
that, then it is returning to an era 
before divine revelation when the 
cave man clubbed a fertile woman 
over the head, perhaps dragging her 
to a cave, impregnating her, and then 
abandoning her to go hunting and 
fishing, leading up to the next time 
he had a sexual urge to find another 
female to club!

Beyond that, whether we are 
sacred or secular, any notions of 
marriage we have are informed by 
divine revelation.  It was a giant step 
forward when God promulgated the 
law of marriage through Adam:  “this 
now is bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh:  wherefore a man shall 
leave father and mother and shall 
cleave to his wife, and they shall be 
two in one flesh.” (Gen. 2.23)  So, if 
on the other hand, marriage is God’s 
invention, then the Supreme Judicial 
Court cannot add soup extender to 
the recipe!

FATHER BRADFORD

SHORT NOTES

Dr. John Maltsberger hosted a 
lovely show of the art works of Rita 
Strow on the afternoon of Advent 
Sunday.  A good time was had by 
all.

Thanks to all who contributed 
to the greening of the chapel for the 
Holy Season, and those who volun-
teered to read at the Festival of Les-
sons and Carols on December 28th.

Please remember to return your 
Every Member Canvass card with 
your filled in pledge of financial 
support for the work of the Anglican 
Use in Boston.  Contributions (and 
subscribers to Contra Mundum) from 
out of state friends are much appreci-

ated too! Just so you know, the par-
ish paper, published monthly, costs 
us about $10.00 per year for each 
address, covering printing, paper, 
and postage.

We plan to send in our congrega-
tion’s donation to the cost of printing 
the Book of Divine Worship during 
this month of January.  If you haven’t 
yet sent us your contribution, please 
do it soon!

The Bradford family thanks all of 
you who remembered us with cards 
and gifts during the Holy Season. 
Your support is in so many ways vital 
to our work and witness in Boston.  
Blessings to you all!

A reminder:  The congregation 
will have a PARISH RETREAT April 
30-May 1-2 at St. Benedict Abbey, 
Still River.  Retreat conductor is Fa-
ther Wilson.  Details are coming, but 
save the date now.

The next EVENSONG & BENE-
DICTION is Sunday, February 29th 
in the St. Theresa of Ávila Chapel, 
at 5:00pm.

Congratulations to Rebecca and 
Sean Connolly on the birth of their 
son Brendan Sean Connolly.  Sean is 
the son of Deacon & Mrs. Michael 
J. Connolly.

FROM MY FILES

In an October 12, 1990 letter to 
then President George Bush, Edwin 
Mulder, general secretary of the 
Reformed Church of America, and 
Eugene Heideman, secretary for pro-
gram, wrote “The conviction [is] that 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, 
and Jacob — the God worshipped 
by Jew, Christian, and Muslim, has 
called us in Christ to be missionaries 

Thursday
January 1, 2004

The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God 
Solemn Mass & Ser-

mon at 10:30am
Holy Day of Obligation
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of peace and reconciliation.”

We have wondered about this.  Is 
the God of the Old and New Testa-
ments the deity of all monotheistic 
religions?  Romans 1:19-20 shows 
some awareness of the eternal power 
and divine grace of God as possible 
to any human being through the cre-
ated order.  This awareness underlies 
many religious faiths.  But Romans 
1:18 and 21-23 speak of how man 
has suppressed the truth of the gen-
eral revelation through creation, and 
created gods of his own.  Saint Paul 
specifies idols in this passage, and 
elsewhere in his epistles he con-
demns them as demonic.

Is it correct to identify God with 
Allah as understood by the Muslims?  
I think not.  Islam deliberately de-
nies the Trinitarian nature of God as 
revealed in the New Testament.  It 
also deliberately denies a concept of 
God requiring atonement through the 
Cross of Christ.  And of course Islam 
is not alone in doing this.

From a Biblical viewpoint, Islam 
has, in effect, created a deity of its 
own based on a conscious rejection 
of God’s complete self-revelation in 
Christ.  To reject the full revelation of 
God in Christ and, in effect, to create 
a deity of a different nature, even in a 
monotheistic context, is surely idola-
trous from a Biblical standpoint.

FATHER BRADFORD

April 1991

SAINT OF THE 
MONTH
St. Anthony
of the Desert

251?-356
Feast Day 17 January

PERHAPS St. Anthony was the 
greatest of all the hermits in the 

history of the Church.  A friend of St. 
Athanasius, an enemy of Arian her-
esy, a participant at the Council of 
Nicæa, and the founder of Christian 
monasticism, this great saint was also 
a profound mystic, for, having retired 
into the desert to lead a life of asceti-
cism, having nothing for company 
but the howling winds and blowing 
winds of the Egyptian desert, he had 
visions of hell and suffered the temp-
tations of the devil.

His holy life attracted many 
disciples and in 305 he came out of 

his retirement to organize them into 
a community of hermits who lived 
under a rule but with little common 
life.  After 310 he again retired in 
solitude, coming out of it briefly for 
the Nicene Council in 325.  Retiring 
again into solitude, he died a very old 
man, at the age of 105.  

Here is the account of his life 
as recording by none other than St. 
Athanasius himself:

“Now, by race the blessed An-
thony was an Egyptian, and he was 
descended from a noble family, and 
was, indeed, an owner of slaves. 
His forefathers were believers, and 
from his earliest childhood he was 
brought up in the fear of our Lord; 
and when he was a child and was 
being reared among his own kins-
folk, he knew nothing of his father 
or of what went on among his own 
people. He was so silent in disposi-
tion, and his mind was so humble, 
that he did not even trouble his 
parents by asking them questions. 
He was exceedingly modest, and he 
was honest beyond measure He was 
unable to read or write because he 
could not bear the rough behaviour 
of the boys in the school; his whole 
desire was to be even according to 
what is written about Jacob, “He was 
a simple man, and a dweller in tents.” 
He clung closely to his parents, and 
when they came to church he would 
run before them in the flow of his 
affection; and he was not like an 
ordinary child, the course of whose 
customary attendance is broken by 
the amusements of childhood. He 
never neglected the observance of 
any of the seasons of the Church, 
and he neither neglected them in 
his childhood, nor held them lightly 
in his early manhood. And from the 
time when he was a child and knew 

      Contra Mundum  Page 37



Page 38     Contra Mundum

how to distinguish between good and 
evil, his going to church was not a 
mere matter of custom, but was the 
result of discerning understanding. 
And, moreover, he did not wait for 
the members of his family to be 
admonishers unto him, because by 
his life and acts he became a teacher 
unto them. For they learned by the 
experience of his childhood that he 
did not live among them like an ordi-
nary simple child, and they accepted 
the proof of the rectitude of his early 
manhood; he paid them honour after 
the manner of a full-grown man, and 
they regarded him as the master of 
the house. 

“Now when the time arrived 
and they brought their days to an 
end, and they departed from this 
world when he was about eighteen 
or twenty years old, he and one little 
sister were left behind, and it hap-
pened from sheer necessity that he 
had to rule the house and take care 
of his sister. And when as yet not six 
months had passed since the death of 
his parents, and when, according to 
his wont, he was continually in the 
church, it came to pass one day, when 
he was in the church, that a righteous 
idea entered his mind, and that he 
began to meditate within himself 
how the blessed Apostles forsook 
everything and followed after our 
Redeemer; and how the others who 
succeeded them and walked in their 
footsteps sold everything which they 
had possessed and laid the money 
which they received at the feet of 
the Apostles, that it might be spent 
upon the poor; and how great was the 
blessing of those who had in this wise 
obeyed the voice of our Redeemer. 
Now whilst he was meditating these 
and such-like things, the Lesson was 
being read, and when the Scriptures 

were ended the Gospel was read, and 
he heard the words of our Lord, who 
said unto the rich man, ‘If thou wish-
est to be perfect, go and sell every-
thing which thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and take thy cross, and come 
after Me, and there shall be unto thee 
treasure in heaven.’ And the blessed 
Anthony received the word of the 

Gospel as a sign to himself, and he 
reflected that this reading had not 
taken place as a matter of chance, 
but in order that the righteous idea 
which had taken up its abode in him 
might be confirmed. And straightway 
he went out from the church, and de-
parted and set in order his house and 
the possessions which he had inher-
ited from his parents. Now he had 
three hundred fields, a great estate 
which produced abundant crops, and 
these he handed over to the people of 
his village, so that they might trouble 
neither himself nor his sister; but the 
remainder of his other possessions 
which were in the house he sold, and 
gathered in money not a little, which 
he distributed among the poor, but he 
laid by a little which was sufficient 
for his sister’s wants . . . 

“Now unto his sister he spake 
words of love, and of truth, and of 
the fear of God, and he made her 
mind to be like his own; and he 
delivered her over to certain chaste 
nuns who were living there at that 
time. And when he had made an end 
of these things, he forthwith became 
a solitary monk, and he took no care 
for anything whatsoever except his 
soul, and he began to train himself in 
the habits of the strictest abstinence 
and self denial. Now he dwelt alone 
in a house which was by the side of 
the village, for as yet there were no 
monasteries for ascetics in Egypt, 
and among the monks there was 
no man who had any knowledge of 
the inner desert; and everyone who 
wished to have a care for his soul 
used to seek out an habitation of this 
kind. Saint Anthony did not betake 
himself to the mountain at a great 
distance from the village, but only 
at a sufficient distance therefrom, 
so that he might be somewhat apart 

Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing”.  Besides the Feast of the 
Epiphany, or The Manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles (January 6), 
the other showings of Christ associ-
ated with this season are the Finding 
of Christ in the Temple (December 
28 this year) the Baptism of Christ 
in the Jordan (January 11 this year), 
and the First Miracle at a wedding 
in Canal (January 18th this year).

THE FEAST OF THE 
EPIPHANY

Tuesday, January 6, 2004

Procession, Solemn Mass & 
Sermon 7:30 p.m.

St Theresa of Ávila Chapel

A reception follows this 
Mass
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from the habitation of men.... 

“Now Saint Anthony was the 
storehouse of fasting, and of prayer, 
and of ascetic labours, and of pa-
tient endurance and of love, and of 
righteousness, which is the mother 
of them all, but towards those who 
were young monks like himself he 
was not envious, except in one matter 
only, that is to say, he would not be 
second to any of them in fair works. 
And he contrived in every possible 
manner not to give offence to the 
wicked man; on the contrary, he 
wished that those who were yoked 
together with him might be drawn to 
his opinion by his solicitude and by 
his graciousness, and that they might 
make progress in their career. And he 
toiled in his labours in such a manner 
that they were not only not envious 
of him, but they rejoiced in him and 
gave thanksgiving for him. Now by 
reason of these triumphs every man 
used to call him ‘Theophilus,’ which 
is, being interpreted, ‘God-loving,’ 
and all the righteous gave him this 
name; and some of them loved him 
like a brother, and some of them like 
a son. 

"And when the Enemy, the hater 
of the virtues and the lover of evil 
things saw all this great perfection in 
the young man, he could not endure 
it, and he surrounded himself with 
his slaves, even as he is wont to do, 
and began to work on Anthony. At 
the beginning of his temptings of the 
saint he approached him with flat-
tery, and cast into him anxiety as to 
his possessions, and solicitude and 
love for his sister, and for his family; 
and for his kinsfolk, and the love of 
money and lusts of various kinds and 
the thought of the rest of the things 
of the life of this world, and finally 
of the hard and laborious life which 

he lived, and of the weakness of body 
which would come upon him with the 
lapse of time; and in short, he stirred 
up in him the power of the thoughts 
so that by means of one or other of 
them he might be flattered, and might 
be made to possess shortcomings and 
be caught in the net through his in-
stigation. Now when the Enemy saw 
that his craftiness in this matter was 
without profit, and that the more he 
brought temptation unto Saint An-
thony, the more strenuous the saint 
was in protecting himself against him 
with the armour of righteousness, he 
attacked him by means of the vigour 
of early manhood which is bound up 
in the nature of our humanity. With 
the goadings of passion he used to 
trouble him by night, and in the day-
time also he would vex him and pain 
him with the same to such an extent 
that even those who saw him knew 
from his appearance that he was wag-
ing war against the Adversary. But 
the more the Evil One brought unto 
him filthy and maddening thoughts, 
the more Saint Anthony took refuge 
in prayer and in abundant supplica-

tion, and amid them all he remained 
wholly chaste. And the Evil One was 
working upon him every shameful 
deed according to his wont, and at 
length he even appeared unto Saint 
Anthony in the form of a woman; and 
other things which resembled this he 
performed with ease, for such things 
are a subject for boasting to him.... 

"And it came to pass that in the 
process of time his fame reached all 
the monks who were in Egypt, and 
all the other folk therein who did 
not lead the life of the ascetic and 
recluse, and men of distinction, and 
monks in Egypt began to come unto 
him in large numbers. The Egyptian 
monks came that they might copy the 
manner of his life and deeds, and the 
laity came that he might pray over 
them, and might heal certain of them 
of their sicknesses. One day, when a 
multitude of people had come there 
in a body to see him and they had 
besought him repeatedly to speak 
to them, and he had answered them 
never a word, they lifted the door out 
of its socket, and threw themselves 
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down on their faces before him, and 
made supplication unto him and paci-
fied him, and then each man among 
them stood up, and made known his 
request unto him. And having gone 
forth to them even like a man who 
goeth forth from the depths of the 
earth, they saw that his appearance 
was like unto that of an angel of light, 
and they marvelled why it was that 
his body had not been weakened 
by all his confinement, and why it 
was that his understanding had not 
become feeble, and why, on the 
contrary, his appearance, and his 
bodily stature, and his countenance 
were then as they had known them 
always to have been in the times 
which were past.... 

"Now when he saw that much 
people were gathered together to 
him, and that the trouble which men 
and women caused him increased, he 
became afraid either lest he should 
be unduly exalted in his mind by 
reason of the things which God had 
wrought by his hand, or lest others 
should esteem him beyond what was 
right and more than he deserved, and 
he determined to go away from that 
place and to enter the Thebaid. Then 
he took a little bread and went and 
sat down by the side of the river, and 
waited until he should see a boat go-
ing to that district to which he was 
ready to go. And as he was pondering 
these things in his mind, suddenly 
a voice from heaven was heard by 
him, and it called him and said unto 
him, ‘Anthony, whither goest thou? 
Why art thou departing from this 
place?’ Now he was not afraid of 
the voice which came to him, but 
like a man who was accustomed to 
do so he spake with it, and answered 
and said, ‘Because, O my Lord, the 
people will not permit me to enjoy 

a little silent contemplation; it is for 
this reason that I am wishing to go 
up to the Thebaid, and especially do I 
desire it because the people are seek-
ing at my hands that which is wholly 
beyond my powers.’ . . . 

“It is meet that we should call to 
remembrance his death, and should 
relate how it took place, and in what 
manner he finished his life, for I 
know that ye will be exceedingly 
pleased therewith. Now he was ac-
customed to go out and visit the me-
morial stones of the brethren in the 
outer mountain. Now the matter of 
his death also was not hidden from 
him, and he went forth to visit them 
even when he knew that his departure 
was nigh. And after he had spoken to 
the brethren according to his wont, 
he said unto them, ‘This act which 
ye have just performed is the end of 
all acts; and I marvel at this world. 
Let each look for himself alone; for 
it is time for me to die.’ Now he was 
then about one hundred and five 
years old.... 

“Now when the brethren heard 
concerning the matter of his de-
parture, they entreated him that he 
would remain with them in order that 
his course might be ended there, but 
he would not accede to their request 
for many reasons which he had made 
known in his silence, but for the fol-
lowing reason especially. The Egyp-
tians were in the habit of taking the 
dead bodies of righteous men, and es-

pecially those of the blessed martyrs, 
and of embalming them and placing 
them not in graves, but on biers in 
their houses, for they thought that 
by so doing they were doing them 
honour. And the blessed old man had 
on very many occasions besought the 
bishops to preach to the people and 
to command them to cease from this 
habit. And he himself used to entreat 
and exhort the multitudes who came 
to him, saying, ‘This work is neither 
seemly nor right. Moreover, the 
burial places of the early Fathers, and 
of the prophets, and of the Apostles 
are known unto this day, and even 
the grace of our Lord who rose on 
the third day.’ And by these words he 
shouted forth that it was a transgres-
sion of a command for a man not to 
hide in the ground the bodies of those 
who were dead, even though they 
were righteous men. Therefore many 
hearkened and were persuaded not 
to do so, and they laid their dead in 
the ground, and buried them therein, 
and they thanked God because they 
had accepted his entreaty, which was 
seemly. And it was through fear of 
this thing that he would not grant the 
entreaty of the brethren and remain 
with them, but departed to his own 
place. 

“And after a few months he be-
came sick, and he cried out to the 
brethren who were with him (now 
these were only two in number, and 
they had been with him from the time 
when his old age began, which was 
nearly fifteen years before, and they 
ministered unto him with the greatest 
care), and said unto them, even as 
it is written, ‘Behold, I go the way 
of my fathers, for I have felt within 
myself for some days past that I have 
been called by my Lord. Observe ye 
now how carefully ye can maintain 
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this contest, and take good heed that 
ye lose not the long-suffering which 
ye have acquired, and that, like men 
who are just beginning the strife, ye 
increase it more and more and add to 
it day by day. Ye are well acquainted 
with the baneful devils and their 
craftiness, and ye know well this 
fact, that if ye please they shall be 
accounted as nothing by you. Be ye 
therefore not terrified by them, but 
always take refuge in Christ. And 
remember ye everything which ye 
have heard from me during all this 
time which ye have been with me, 
that ye have no intercourse whatso-
ever with the Arians, the heretics, for 
ye know how filthy they are in my 
sight because of their blasphemy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Take ye also 
heed then diligently at all times that 
ye cleave to the Spirit of Christ and 
agree therewith, and be ye, moreover, 
friends and associates of just men 
that they may receive you into their 
everlasting habitations as friends 
and men of whom they have good 
knowledge. Therefore meditate ye 
upon these things and keep them in 
your minds. And if your minds are 
set upon me, and ye remember me 
as a father, permit no man to take 
my body and carry it into Egypt, lest, 
according to the custom which they 
have, they embalm me and lay me 
up in their houses, for it was to avoid 
this that I came into this desert. And 
ye know that I have continually made 
exhortation concerning this thing and 
begged that it should not be done, 
and ye well know how much I have 
blamed those who observed this 
custom. Dig a grave then, and bury 
me therein, and hide my body under 
the earth, and let these my words be 
observed carefully by you, and tell ye 
no man where ye lay me; and there I 

shall be until the resurrection of the 
dead, when I shall receive again this 
body without corruption. 

“‘And divide ye my garments 
into lots, and give one leather tunic to 
Bishop Athanasius, and the covering 
of this my bed which he gave unto 
me when it was new; but now it hath 
become old. And to Bishop Serapion 
do ye give the other leather coat; 
and this covering of my bed which 
is made of hair ye yourselves shall 
keep; now therefore, my children, 
abide in peace, for, behold, Anthony 
bringeth his journey to an end, and 
he goeth whither Divine Grace shall 
bring him.’ And when he had spoken 
these words, he straightway stretched 
out his legs, whereupon the breth-
ren began to cry out to him, and to 
kiss him; now his face was full of 
joy unspeakable at the meeting of 
those who had come for him, and 
it resembled that of a man when he 
seeth a friend whom it rejoiceth him 
to meet. So the blessed man held his 
peace and died, and was gathered to 
his fathers.”

Selection from A Treasury of 
Catholic Reading, ed. John Chapin 
(New York: Farrar, Straus & Cudahy, 
1957)

THE BRITISH MARTYRS

OVER the years 200 men and 
women have been beatified for 

their heroic witness to the Catholic 
Faith in the British Isles during and 
after the Protestant Reformation.  
Here we continue brief mention of 
some of these individual martyrs.

BLESSED NICHOLAS WOODFEN 
(WHEELER)

Priest and Martyr († 1586)

Nicholas Wheeler, of Leominster, 
England, went to France to study 
for the priesthood.  After being or-
dained in Reims on the feast of the 
Annunciation (March 25) in 1581, 
he returned to England to serve his 
country’s persecuted Catholics.  Us-
ing the pseudonyms Woodfen and 
Devereux, and disguising himself 
as a law student, Father Wheeler 
secretly ministered to the many 
Catholic lawyers who belonged to 
London’s famed legal societies of 
the “Inns of Court.”  Upon learn-
ing that an agent of the Elizabethan 
regime was hunting him down, he 
fled to Hoxton and hid in a Catholic’s 
home there.  Nonetheless, he was 
eventually found and arrested.  On 
January 19, 1586, he was sentenced 
to death at the famous London court-
house of “the Old Bailey” for being 
a Catholic priest.  Two days later, he 
was executed at Tyburn (together 
with Blessed Edward Stransham, a 
fellow priest) by drawing and quar-
tering, facing his brutal death with 
great courage.
Reprinted from Magnificat, Jan. 2003, Vol. 4, 
No. 2, Page 310 With permission of Magnifi-
cat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary 
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: 
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

SAINTS PHILIP EVANS AND JOHN LLOYD

Priests and Martyrs (1679?)

Philip Evans, a Welshman, entered 
the Society of Jesus in 1665 and stud-
ied in Saint-Omer.  His compatriot, 
John Lloyd, was a secular priest and 
studied in Valladolid, Spain. When 
the English adventurer Titus Oates 
denounced a so-called “papist” plot 
and unleashed a persecution of Cath-
olics, both priests won the crown of 
martyrdom in Cardiff.
Reprinted from Magnificat, July. 1999, No. 
8, Page 318 With permission of Magnificat® 
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QUOTES
“I have often said that when we 

talk about abortion, we are talking 
about two lives —the life of the 
mother and the life of the unborn 
child....Anyone who doesn’t feel sure 
whether we are talking about a sec-
ond human life should clearly give 
life the benefit of the doubt.  If you 
don’t know whether a body is alive 
or dead, you would never bury it.  I 
think this consideration itself should 
be enough for all of us to insist on 
protecting the unborn.”

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN, 
1983

“The Christian community must 
make an examination of conscience 
so that the beauty of music and hym-
nody will return once again to the 
liturgy.  They should purify worship 
from ugliness of style, from distaste-
ful forms of expression, from unin-
spired musical texts which are not 
worthy of the great act that is being 
celebrated."

POPE JOHN PAUL II
February 26, 2003

general audience

Old Man On a Train 

A little over a hundred years 
ago a university student found 
himself seated on a train next to a 
man appearing to be a well-to-do 
peasant who was silently praying 
the rosary and moving the beads in 
his fingers.

“Sir, do you still believe in such 

outdated things?”  asked the student 
of the old man.”

“Yes, I do.  Do you not?”  asked 
the man.

The student burst out into laugh-
ter and said, “I do not believe in such 
silly things.  Take my advice.  Throw 
the rosary out through this window, 
and learn what science has to say 
about it.”

“Science? I do not understand 
this science?  Perhaps you can ex-
plain it to me,” the man said humbly 
with some tears in his eyes.

The student saw that the man was 
deeply moved.  So to avoid further 
hurting the feelings of the man, he 
said:  “Please give me your address 
and I will send you some literature 
to help you on the matter.”

The man fumbled in the inside 
pocket of his coat and gave the boy 
his visiting card.

On glancing at the card, the stu-
dent lowered his head in shame and 
became silent.

On the card he read: “Louis 
Pasteur, Director of the Institute of 
Scientific Research, Paris.”

The old man with the rosary was 
the great pioneering French scientist, 
the founder of physio-chemistry and 
of bacteriology; the inventor of bio-
therapeutics; professor at the Sor-
bonne, and Director of the Pasteur 
Institute which had been founded in 
his honor. 

Anglican Use 
Society Quiet 

Day to be held in 
Queens

Joe Blake, the President pro-tem 
of the Anglican Use Society, has an-
nounced a Quiet Day to be held at 
Father Wilson's Church in Queens, 
New York.  This is the second meet-
ing at Fr. Wilson's Church and the 
third in New York City.

The Quiet day will be held on 
Epiphany Sunday, January 4th at St. 
Luke's Church, 16-34 Clintonville 
St., Whitestone, New York.

The day will begin with 11 
o'clock Morning Prayer followed 
by Lunch.  There will be discussion 
on the mission of the Anglican Use 
Society.

In the afternoon there will be 
reflection and Mass at 4:00.

The Anglican Use Society is 
intended to support and encourage 
Anglican Use Catholics, especially 
those who do not live near an An-
glican Use Congregation.  Ordinary 
Membership is restricted to Catho-
lics, but non-catholics may be As-
sociate Members.

Members are urged to pray daily 
using prayers from The Book of 
Divine Worship.  Devotional Fra-
ternities for Priests and Laity with 
a more demanding rule are being 
discussed.

The current members of the 
Board of Directors of the Anglican 
Use Society along with Joe Blake, 
are Fr. Wilson, Jake Dell, Joe Oliveri, 
and David Burt.

For more information, con-
tact Joe Blake at (610) 865-5592 
JBlake9147@aol.com
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The Congregation of 
Saint Athanasius,

The Revd.. Richard Sterling Bradford, 
Chaplain

 worshiping at

 Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel

10 St.. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass. 

Rectory:  192 Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135-4620

Tel/Fax: (617) 787-0553

Web: http://www.locutor.net

Sundays  10:30am.  Sung Mass, fol-
lowed by coffee and fellowship in the 
convent solarium.  Adult Christian 
Education two Sundays a month.
January 2004:  Continuing the Ante-
nicene Fathers.
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GOING TO MASS

AS A FAMILY, there’s nothing more important Christians can do than 
worship together.  I saw that time after time while I was teaching at Notre 
Dame.  The students could be in awful shape —mad at their parents, the 
church, or whomever— but they’d still attend Mass.  The liturgy provided 
the students with substance and perspective.  Taking young kids to the liturgy 
helps them learn its importance.  If ever my own son said, “I don’t want to 
go to Mass this Sunday,” I'd say, “It doesn’t matter; it’s our duty; we go.” 
Oftentimes, I'd say, “Jeez, I just don’t know whether or not I believe in God 
today.  But we’re still going to Mass.” Attending liturgy is a Christian’s duty 
because it’s true.  It’s what makes life make any sense at all.  That’s how 
one learns about Christian character and the moral life — through common 
practices like the liturgy

STANLEY HAUWERAS, Professor of Religious Ethics, Duke University Divinity School

CANDLEMAS is Monday, Febru-
ary 2nd. Procession, Blessing of 
Candles, Solemn Mass & Sermon 
will begin at 7:30pm in Saint The-
resa of Ávila Church.  A reception 
will follow in the Pavilion. You 
may have your unused household 
candles blessed at this Mass.

ASH WEDNESDAY
The First Day of Lent

February 25, 2004
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St.. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St.. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132  Pine Lodge 
Road (off St.. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine 
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is 
open during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route 128 to 
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West 
Roxbury.   Spring Street ends at a traffic light at 
Centre Street in sight of the church.  At this light 
bear left onto Centre St.. and immediately turn 
right at the next light onto St.. Theresa Ave.  
From the South:  Route 1 north through Dedham 
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street 
then follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins High-
way to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on 
St.. Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street. 
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre 
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn 
left into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation:  Orange line to Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, 
and #38 also stop at St.. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to St.. Theresa’s.  Departs from South Sta-

tion, but no Sunday service is available.


