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NOTES
FROM THE
CHAPLAIN

I

T is quite remarkable that the
commemoration of the Birth of
the Christ Child, so recently celebrated, is over and done so quickly
in the Church Year, and in very early
January we turn our attention to His
baptism and ministry. It cannot be
denied, even by unbelievers, that
this Child changed history, that the
world’s chronology was reorganized
to pivot around His birth, and that He
has a billion followers worldwide in
our generation alone. Yet the major
book about Him offers details only
of His birth and the last forty-two
months of His life. Of the thirty
intervening years we know next to
nothing except for one episode when
twelve-year-old Jesus was lost in
Jerusalem during a Passover festival
visit.
There were attempts made to
ﬁll in the years, but these so-called
“apocryphal” gospels (means hidden
or secret) and their miracle stories,
were rejected. St. John’s Gospel
makes it quite clear that the first
miracle of Jesus took place at a marriage in Cana of Galilee.
These years may have been hid-

"Entering the house, they found the Child with Mary His mother,
and falling down they worshipped Him!"

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Thursday, January 6, 2005

Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30pm, St. Theresa of Ávila Chapel
A Reception will follow the service.
den from those who want to know,
but they were normal enough for
the child Jesus growing up to be a
young man. He probably learned
His ﬁrst lessons from His Mother
Mary. He may have learned from
her about the incidents about His
Birth which we know and love. At
the synagogue school Jesus had
more formal lessons, and perhaps
there was where he began the study
of several languages. Jesus seems
in the gospels to have no trouble
conversing with the Syrophoenician

woman (in Greek) and Pontius Pilate
(in Latin). And of course Our Lord
learned a trade, probably that of St.
Joseph, a carpenter. For there was
a rabbinical maxim that “whoever
fails to teach his son a craft teaches
him to steal!” And St. Justin Martyr,
who was born in Samaria around
100 AD says that Joseph and Jesus
specialized in plows and yokes in
their carpenter shop and that some
of them were still in use in the mid
second century.
We will never know what Our
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Lord looked like. The earliest bronze
statue might have been authentic.
The church historian Eusebius (260340) saw it in Caesarea Philippi and
says it was reputedly erected by the
woman Jesus healed of a chronic
hemorrhage (Mk 5:25ff). The statue
showed the woman kneeling as
a suppliant and Christ wearing a
double cloak draped neatly over
His shoulders and with His hand
stretched out to the woman. But the
statue was destroyed by the emperor
Julian the Apostate (331-363).
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tance of the commandment to honor
father and mother. (Exodus 20.12)
This is the only commandment with
promise: length of days. It stands
ﬁrst among those commanding duty
to our neighbor, showing that the ﬁrst
duty we owe to our fellow creatures
is to our parents. Christ was tended
in infancy by Mary and Joseph,
demonstrating that at the other end of
life it is the greatest earthly privilege
for us to then care for our parents in
weakness and old age. To despise
parents for any reason is displeasThe overall signiﬁcance of the ing to Almighty God. Not only is
“hidden years” is certainly not lost to this revealed in the Old Testament,
us. At His Incarnation, the Second it is perfectly revealed in the Holy
Person of the Holy Trinity consented Family.
to the gradual development of the
Even with divine assistance, that
mental and bodily powers of His hu- Holy Family managed to lose Jesus.
man nature. That fact alone teaches We too must not expect always to
us humble dependence on God Who enjoy the conscious presence of
gives all things. You may remember Christ, and, like Job (2:9-10) must
that Samson’s parents asked their not reproach God for spiritual dryguardian angel to direct their son’s ness. But if we too go about the
upbringing. (Judges 13:2-8) St. Jo- Father’s business, seeking Christ not
seph certainly had angelic advice among kinsfolk and acquaintance but
(and often) concerning the safe- in God’s house by prayer and worguarding of the Holy Family. Here ship, we shall ﬁnd Him as did Mary
is a beautiful example for Christian and Joseph.
parents to follow. And then think
Christ closed His infancy and
of the Divine Son learning His ﬁrst youth by coming to John for Baptism,
prayers (to Himself) from His hu- an event we celebrate on January 9th
man Mother Mary. In so many ways this year. The consideration of the
the Sacred Infancy sets an example hidden years are gone in a moment.
of humility and obedience. God is That is because the Gospel is not a
Father of all, and the only Creator. biography. The Gospel is the mighty
But His mode of acting towards men works of God in Jesus Christ. But
is through human agency, ﬁrst the some of the missing pieces of the Sagreat leaders and prophets of the Old cred Infancy can be carved to ﬁt from
Covenant, and in the fullness of time the whole record of God’s revelation,
in the Beloved Son. A parent “pro- remembering that in Christ God has
creates” and so represents God to said everything. Every moment of
his children. It is that which entitles His life was lived for us.
an earthly man to be called “father.”
FATHER BRADFORD
The hidden years reveal the impor-

JOURNALISM
STRIKES AGAIN
In the wake of the presidential
election it was amazing to read journalist Joan Vennochi objecting to
the Massachusetts Catholic Bishops
Conference urging Catholics to vote
consistent with Catholic teaching
(The Boston Globe, 16 Nov. '04).
As if Catholic bishops should say
something else! The article went
on to give results of how Catholics
voted nationwide, and then Journalist
Joan, in a ﬁt of pique, declared that
if that is what the Catholic Church
wants, it will have fewer people and
less money. But what organization,
sacred or secular, does not ask its
membership to vote on issues important to its ideals? Nobody calls into
question when the Audubon Society
encourages voting for the preservation of wetlands. Apparently, according to Journalist Joan, everyone has
rights to promote a cause except the
Catholic Church.

INFINITE LOVE
God loves inﬁnitely an inﬁnite
goodness; the Son loves it in the
Father whence it comes, the Father
loves it in the Son in whom he places
it, and upon whom he pours it out:
‘This is my Son, my only beloved, in
whom I am well-pleased.’
The Father’s unqualiﬁed delight,
his outpouring of his Holy Spirit,
comes down with Christ from heaven
to earth.
When St. John came to write
the story of Christ’s baptism, he
connected it with Jacob’s dream of
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the very blessing and the very Spirit
he received. In so far as we are in
Christ, we are ﬁlled with Holy Ghost,
and the Father’s good pleasure rests
upon us; inﬁnite Love delights in
us.
AUSTIN FARRER
The Triple Victory (1965)

SHORT NOTES
Many thanks to those who read
lessons at the two services, one in
Advent, the other in Christmastide,
and also to those who contributed
to the greening of the chapel for the
Holy Season.

The Baptism of the Lord
Sunday, January 9, 2005
Asperges, me
Sung Mass & Sermon

If you have not done so already,
please return your pledge of support
to the congregation for its work during the new year. Many thanks.

Parishioner Arthur Swanberg
Convent Chapel
sends his greetings and love to
members of the congregation from
10:30am
the ladder from heaven to earth, on his retirement home in Florida. He
which the angels of God ascended reports being in good health, and
and descended. (John 1:32, 51; Gen. God willing, hopes to visit relatives
28:12) And certainly the baptism has on Sweden one day.
Thanks to Marcia Rand for orso many levels of meaning in it, that
without ever going outside it we can ganizing a reception following this
run up as though by steps from earth year’s Festival of Christmas Lessons
to heaven and down again. At the and Carols, held December 26th in
height of it is the bliss of the Trin- Saint Theresa’s Church, West Roxity above all worlds, in the midst is bury.
the sonship of Jesus to his heavenly
The next Evensong and BeneFather; at the foot of it (and here it diction is Sunday, February 27th at
touches us) is the baptism of any 5:00pm in the St. Theresa Chapel.
Christian.
Father Bradford preached at a
We cannot be baptized without
being baptized into his baptism: and
the unity we have with him both in
receiving baptism and afterwards in
standing by it, brings down on us

Christmas worship service at Draper
Laboratory in Cambridge, on December 17th. The arrangements
were made by Brian Johansson.
Fr. John Grennon, O.C.D., was

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Candlemas,
Mass at 7:30pm
con-celebrant at Mass on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.
Fr. John attends some of our services
when possible. He is assigned to the
Friary of the Discalced Carmelites in
Brighton.
The Bradford family thanks all
of you who remembered them with
cards and gifts during the Holy
Season. Your support and prayers
are much appreciated. Blessings to
you all.

THE BRITISH
MARTYRS

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatiﬁed for
their heroic witness to the Catholic
Faith in the British Isles during and
after the Protestant Reformation.
Here we continue brief mention of
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some of these individual martyrs.
SAINT RALPH SHERWIN
Priest and Martyr (†1581)

.

Ralph Sherwin was a scholar of England’s Exeter College, Oxford, who
converted to the Catholic faith. After
being ordained a priest abroad, he
returned to England in 1580 to serve
his country’s persecuted Catholics.
While preaching he was arrested by
the Elizabethan authorities. On his
way into the prison, Father Sherwin
gazed upon the shackles on his feet
and laughed. His joyful demeanor
amazed two other prisoners belonging to a radical religious cult. Engaging Father Sherwin in conversation,
they were impressed by his erudition.
When the priest excused himself to
say his breviary, the two were deeply
moved to see him kneeling in prayer.
After debating with him at dinner,
they resolved to become Catholics
themselves. Father Sherwin was
tortured on a rack, but was consoled
by a dream in which he saw himself
lying before Christ on the cross. In
his devotion to the Savior’s wounds,
he took comfort in the verse from
Isaiah (49:16), “See, upon the palms
of my hands I have written your
name.” The night before his execution, he wrote of “having great need
to prepare myself for God... binding
all my iniquities up in his precious
wounds.”
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This English gentleman, born in
Suffolk and educated at Cambridge,
converted from Anglicanism to Catholicism and became secretary to
the Duchess of York. He was falsely
accused of conspiring with "a foreign nation” to restore the Catholic
Church in England, arrested, and
executed in Tyburn. He was the
ﬁrst victim of the Titus Oates plot,
so named after the man who professed to denounce a “papist plot,”
that unleashed a persecution against
Catholics. Unmasked, Titus himself
was thrown into prison.
Reprinted from Magniﬁcat, Dec. 1999, No. 13,
Page 57 With permission of Magniﬁcat® USA,
LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue,
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magniﬁcat.net. All rights reserved.

Saint of the
Month
St. Angela Merici and
the Ursulines

Reprinted from Magniﬁcat, Dec. 2003, Vol. 5
No. 10, Page 36 With permission of Magniﬁcat®
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue,
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magniﬁcat.net. All rights reserved.

BLESSED EDWARD COLEMAN
Martyr (c. 1678)

St. Angela Merici, 1474-1540
Feast Day 27 January

T

HE chances are good that most
readers past middle age will
recall some mention of the Ursuline
sisters, but perhaps those who did
not grow up in Catholic families
won’t quite know who they are, and
to what their calling may be. The
Ursuline sisters, as well as the Sisters
of Mercy, had particular importance
in 19th century Boston.
The Ursulines (of the Sisters
of Mercy, wait for another column
later) are a great teaching order
for women, and trace their origin
to the determined efforts of their
foundress, St. Angela Merici, whose
stubborn determination to carry
forward in the beginning prepared
the way for prodigious good works
across Europe and North America
in future years. Angela Merici was
orphaned early in life and became a
Franciscan tertiary, devoting herself
with several companions to the education of poor girls. In 1535 they
dedicated themselves to this work
under the patronage of St. Ursula, a
legendary 4th century martyr. They
took no vows, wore lay clothes,
and made history as the ﬁrst organization of unenclosed and mobile
religious sisters. Not until 1565 did
the authorities allow their formal
organization as a Congregation of
nuns (ﬁfteen years after the death of
Angela Merici). These sisters grew
to become the largest teaching order
of women in the Church. St. Angela
Merici was the ﬁrst superior, and her
holiness and devotion were widely
admired. Pope Clement VII tried,
without success, to get her to move
to Rome when she visited there in
1535.
The movement spread rapidly
throughout Europe, and, with the
opening of the New World, the Ursu-
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buried in the Church of St. Afra in
Brescia. She was beatiﬁed in 1768
by Clement XIII and canonized in
1807 by Pius VII.
To read more about the sad fate of
the Ursulines in Boston, you may
visit the following Internet sites:

Burnt Charlestown Academy
lines made their way ﬁrst to Canada,
then to New Orleans, where they
opened schools. From the New Orleans community sprang many other
schools, including numerous missions to the American Indians. Many
cities in the United States boasted
Ursuline Academies in the 19th Century, and some still survive.
Boston had its Ursuline Academy, founded in Charlestown in
1817 through the efforts of a protestant convert who became a Catholic
priest. It was set on top of “Mount
Benedict” in a beautiful park full of
trees and gardens, which is now a
part of Somerville. Serving not only
as a school, but also as a refuge for
homeless and sometimes troubled
women and girls, it became the focus of a controversy in 1834 when
one of these (she would probably
be given a diagnosis of “borderline
personality disorder” were she to
be admitted to a Boston psychiatric
unit these days) ran away from the
convent and published a lurid and
largely false account of how she had
been held a prisoner there and sub-

jected to mistreatment by the nuns.
This caused a sensation, and on the
night of 11 August 1834, a protestant
mob assembled and burned the place
down, without interference from the
authorities.
Evangelical Protestantism had
revived in Boston in the early 1800s,
and prejudice against working-class
Irish immigrants was strong. Some
of the local protestant clergy were
preaching against “Romanism” and
the Pope at the time.
After the ﬁre the Ursulines tried
to re-establish themselves in Roxbury. Again they were harassed, and
retired from Boston. An attempt was
made in 1838 to revive the community, but unsuccessfully.
The only thing that remains of
the convent today are the bricks from
the destroyed building that were
incorporated into the front vestibule
of the Cathedral of the Holy Cross,
brought there as a memorial to the
School, and the good work the sisters
tried to do in Boston.
St. Angela Merici’s body is

http://www.kellscraft.com/EventsBoston/EventsBoston25.html
h t t p : / / w w w. y a l e . e d u / g l c / a r chive/949.htm
h t t p : / / w w w. s a l e m s t a t e . e d u /
sextantv4n2/schultz.html

Ash Wednesday
The First Day of Lent
February 9, 2005
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THE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
AND THE FAMILY
love and is founded on the model of his union with the
Church.
In earlier times God met his people in a covenant
of love and ﬁdelity. So now the Savior of mankind, the
Bridegroom of the Church, meets Christian husbands
and wives in the sacrament of matrimony. Further, he
remains with them in order that, as he loved the Church
and gave himself up for her, so husband and wife may,
in mutual self-giving, love each other with perpetual
ﬁdelity.
True married love is caught up into God’s love; it is
guided and enriched by the redeeming power of Christ
and the saving action of the Church, in order that the partners may be effectively led to God and receive help and
strength in the sublime responsibility of parenthood.
Christian partners are therefore strengthened, and
as it were consecrated, by a special sacrament for the
duties and the dignity of their state. By the power of
this sacrament they fulﬁll their obligations to each other
and to their family and are ﬁlled with the spirit of Christ.
This spirit pervades their whole lives with faith, hope
and love. Thus they promote their own perfection and
each other’s sanctiﬁcation, and so contribute together to
the greater glory of God.

H

USBAND and wife, by the covenant of marriage, are no longer two, but one ﬂesh. By their
intimate union of persons and of actions they
give mutual help and service to each other, experience
the meaning of their unity and gain an ever deeper understanding of it day by day.

This intimate union in the mutual self-giving of two
persons, as well as the good of the children, demands
full ﬁdelity from both, and an indissoluble unity between them.
Christ the Lord has abundantly blessed this richly
complex love, which springs from the divine source of

Hence, with parents leading the way by example
and family prayer, their children—indeed, all within
the family circle—will ﬁnd it easier to make progress
in natural virtues, in salvation and in holiness. Husband
and wife, raised to the dignity and the responsibility of
parenthood, will be zealous in fulﬁlling their task as
educators, especially in the sphere of religious education, a task that is primarily their own.
Children, as active members of the family, contribute
in their own way to the holiness of their parents. With
the love of grateful hearts, with loving respect and trust,
they will return the generosity of their parents and will
stand by them as true sons and daughters when they meet
with hardship and the loneliness of old age.
¶ From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the
modern world of the Second Vatican Council
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The Congregation of Saint
Athanasius,
The Revd.. Richard Sterling
Bradford, Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St.. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury,
Mass.
Rectory: 192 Foster
Street, Brighton, MA
02135-4620
Tel/Fax: (617) 787-0553
Web: http://www.locutor.net
Sundays 10:30am. Sung
Mass, followed by coffee
and fellowship in the convent
solarium.

Page 41

Page 42

Contra Mundum

St.. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St.. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is
open during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a trafﬁc light at
Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light
bear left onto Centre St.. and immediately turn
right at the next light onto St.. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street
then follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on
St.. Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn
left into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus to Dedham Mall. #36, #37,
and #38 also stop at St.. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to St.. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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West Roxbury, MA 02132

