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ÑContra MundumÑ

YE WATCHERS 
AND YE HOLY 

ONES

THE Holy Church teaches as a 
matter of doctrine (de fide) that 

angels exist and that their functions 
include watching over people and 
nations and cities and the Church. 
Adding to this consolation, many 
theologians opine that each one of 
us, from conception, has a personal 
guardian angel. Deuteronomy 32:08 
states that God set the boundaries of 
the nations according to the num-
bers of the angels. 

The month of October, the  
month of the Holy Angels, draws 
our attention once more to these 
fascinating incorporeal creatures. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews (1:14) 
reminds us that the angels are all 
‘ministering spirits sent forth to 
serve, for the sake of those who are 
to obtain salvation’. After His temp-
tation by Satan in the wilderness, 
Christ was ministered to by angels 
in an exquisite counterpoint to the 
Devil’s quotation reference to our 
Compline Psalm 90:11-12: 

‘He will give his angels charge 
over thee, to guard thee in all 
thy ways.

On their hands will they bear 
thee up, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone.’

The Greek and Hebrew terms 
for angels aggelos and ml’k ‘mes-
senger’ reflect another important 
function of angels, for we see them 
announcing the word of God at nu-
merous occasions in Old and New 
Testaments, most notably perhaps 
at the Annunciation, Nativity, and 
Resurrection of our Blessed Lord. 

At times, for example in Moses’ 
encounter with God at the Burning 
Bush, we can barely distinguish the 
angel’s voice from that of God. In 
Orthodox art angels have long flow-
ing ribbons called sluxi, coming 
from their hair, and these represent 
the word of God. 

In Holy Scripture we will also 
hear the angels referred to as ‘sons 
of God’ (bny ’lhym), which can lead 
to some confusion with our Chris-
tological terminology, although in 
this case the term  means ‘members 
of the heavenly court; those who 
surround God’. In IV Kings 23:08b 
Hilkiah had to depose the priests 
who had ‘burned incense to Ba’al, 
to the sun, and the moon, and the 
constellations, and all the host of 
heaven’ [i.e. the angels]. So also in 
the early Church the danger of wor-
shipping the angels as if they were 
God led to the Council of Laodicea 
(419-420) rejecting ‘the impious 
worship of angels’ but allowing their 
proper veneration and instituting a 
feast day for them, still kept in the 

Eastern tradition on 8 November. 

We can appreciate the angels 
also for their ‘just being there’, not 
only being present at the Baptism 
and Passion and Ascension of our 
Blessed Lord, and surrounding in ten 
thousands of ten thousands (Daniel 
7:10) the throne of the Almighty, but 
as consequently also surrounding 
the Altar at the Most Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass here and everywhere 
and setting the example for our de-
voted worship of the Most High. 
Saint Bernard (Sermon on Psalm 
90) reminds us that we must always 
‘walk with circumspection, remem-
bering the presence of angels…in 
every closet, in every corner, pay a 
respect to your angel. Dare you do 
before him what you would dare not 
commit if I saw you?’

These and many other angelic 
functions come together on 2 Oc-
tober as the Holy Church celebrates 
the feast of the Holy Guardian An-
gels. God has commissioned His 
Holy Angels to guard mankind 
against the depredations of those 
fallen demons who followed Satan 
and who “wander about the world, 
seeking the ruin of souls”. 

Every television season presents 
at least one, usually more, comedy 
dramas involving Hollywood’s sac-
charine versions of angels. Some 
79% of Americans supposedly 
‘still’ believe in angels. But the real 
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sists frequently in the Anglican Use. 
This is his fourth contribution to 
Contra Mundum.

ALL SAINTS' DAY 
Thursday, November 1, 2007 

holy day of obligation 
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon 

7:30pm 
Convent Chapel

ALL SOULS' DAY 
Friday, November 2, 2007 

 Solemn Requiem Mass 7:30pm 
Convent Chapel 

intercessions for faithful departed 
souls forms available in the chapel 
or send names by mail or e-mail

SHORT NOTES
Congratulations to Allen Sloane 

on his reception and confirmation 
into the full communion of the 
Catholic Church. The reception took 
place at Sunday Mass on September 
16th.

Confirmation classes are ongo-

ing and meet at the present time ev-
ery other Thursday in the St. The-
resa Rectory at 7:00pm. Call for a 
schedule and syllabus.

The fifth annual Coming Home 
Network "Deep in History" Con-
ference takes place October 26-28 
in Columbus, Ohio. A brochure is 
available.

Advance notice: Eastern Stan-
dard Time returns Sunday Novem-
ber 4th.

Parishioner Helen Smith suf-
fered a broken shoulder on August 
1st and after a stay in hospital and in 
rehab is now recuperating at home 
in North Easton. She has our prayers 
for full recovery.

A parish every member canvass 
will take place during October. This 
is for financial support of parish 
programs during the next year. The 
congregation relies on the generous 
subscriptions of its members and 
friends to fund the cost of its work 
and witness.

TO LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF

A NEIGHBOR is anyone who 
enters your own small sphere 

of existence. My younger daughter 
calls this her "bubble." How do you 
treat that person? Do you treat him 
like a pain in the neck and an imposi-
tion on your own self-interest? None 
of us treats ourselves that way. We 
may not like ourselves all the time 
because we are much too conscious 
of our own unlikable qualities. But 
we also have a high degree of toler-
ance for our own failings, and hope 
other people will excuse our flaws 

powers of heaven, the watchers and 
guardians, the cherubim and sera-
phim that surround the throne of 
God, the divine messengers, do His 
will and bring His tidings to man-
kind. A serious Christian obligation 
requires us to call upon them. 

Even the most urbane and so-
phisticated of us should keep the 
simple children’s prayer—the prayer 
of those whose angels always behold 
the face of God (Matthew 18:10)—
on our lips and in our hearts to call 
for protection. 

Angel of God,
 my guardian dear, 
to whom God’s love 
 commits me here, 
ever this day 
 be at my side, 
to light and guard, 
 to rule and guide. 

The original Latin of this prayer, 
Angele Dei, usually attributed to 
Reginald of Canterbury, uses the 
verb gubernare ‘govern; steer a 
ship’ as a stronger synonym than  
‘guide’ to characterize  the author-
ity over our wills which we entrust 
in faith to our guardian angels. 

The sacred magic which sur-
rounds the cult of angels serves the 
useful purpose of confirming for us 
that there are ‘more things in heaven 
and on earth’ than empirical analy-
sis can grasp. A simple prayer and 
interjection for the entire month of 
October: 

Guardian angel, 
guardian angel, 
pray, o pray, for us!

¶ The Rev'd. Dcn. Michael Con-
nolly teaches linguisitics in Boston 
College and serves primarily as 
Archdeacon at Holy Cross Armenian 
Catholic Church in Belmont. He as-
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as we do. Every one of us wants 
others to realize that, imperfections 
aside, there is a deeper part of us 
which is redeemable and which very 
much desires to be good. We grant 
ourselves yards of forgiveness, and 
hope that others won't make up their 
minds about us just yet.

That is what our Lord has in 
mind about our relationship with 
our neighbor. To love your neigh-
bor as yourself means doing what 
needs to be done, just as you do for 
yourself. It includes the same high 
degree of tolerance, the same gener-
ous forgiveness, and the same hope 
that looking past the flaws the good 
will be seen.

We will learn to love by do-
ing love, not by trying to feel love. 
And by doing love to others we are 
able to see, we will come to loving 
God Whom we cannot see. Love is 
"like nails firmly fixed by one Shep-
herd" says the Preacher, (Ecclesias-
tes 12:11b) and from which is hung 
everything else, Jesus says...all the 
glory of the law and the prophets.

¶from a sermon by Father Brad-
ford, October 23, 2005

The Best Interests of 
Children

THE institutional interests of 
Catholic agencies should and 

can be best articulated in the context 
of meeting the best interests of chil-
dren. The Church seeks to uphold 
the right of children to be placed 
in the optimal setting that meets all 
their interests, not just their material 
wellbeing. Therefore, an adoption 
placement must facilitate the child's 
right to receive a proper moral and 
spiritual formation from his or her 

adoptive parents. The sexual atti-
tudes and practices of parents are 
relevant to this objective. Individu-
als who willingly enter illicit sexual 
relationships cannot reasonably be 
expected to provide children with 
sound moral teaching that opposes 
such conduct. This explains why 
Catholic adoption agencies cannot 
cooperate with same-sex adoptions.

Daniel avila, J.D.

¶Dr Avila is Associate Director for 
Policy and Research of the Massa-
chusetts Catholic Conference. This 
excerpt is from an article "Refusing 
to Assist Same-Sex Adoption" pub-
lished in "Ethics & Medicine" (July, 
2006) a periodical of the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center.

From 
THE INTERIOR 

CASTLE

IT is by humility that the Lord al-
lows himself to be conquered so 

that he will do all we ask of him, 
and the first way in which you will 

see if you have humility is that if 
you have it you will not think you 
merit these favors and consolations 
of the Lord or are likely to get them 
for as long as you live. "But how," 
you will ask, "are we to gain them 
if we do not strive after them?" I re-
ply that there is no better way than 
this one which I have described. 
There are several reasons why they 
should not be striven for. The first 
is because the most essential thing 
is that we should love God without 
any motive of self-interest. The sec-
ond is because there is some lack of 
humility in our thinking that in re-
turn for our miserable services we 
can obtain anything so great. The 
third is because the true preparation 
for receiving these gifts is a desire 
to suffer and imitate the Lord, not 
to receive consolations; for, after all, 
we have often offended him. The 
fourth reason is because his majesty 
is not obliged to grant them to us, as 
he is obliged to grant us glory if we 
keep his commandments, without 
doing which we could not be saved, 
and he knows better than we what 
is good for us and which of us truly 
love him. That is certain truth, as I 
know; and I also know people who 
walk along the road of love, solely, as 
they should, in order to serve Christ 
crucified, and not only do they nei-
ther ask for consolations nor desire 
them, but they beg him not to give 
them to them in this life. The fifth 
reason is that we should be laboring 
in vain; for this water does not flow 
through conduits, as the other does, 
and so we gain nothing by fatiguing 
ourselves if it cannot be had at the 
source. I mean that, however much 
we may practice meditation, how-
ever much we do violence to our-
selves, and however many tears we 
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shed, we cannot produce this wa-
ter  in those ways; it is given only 
to whom God wills to give it and 
often when the soul is not thinking 
of it at all.

¶Saint Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582) 
reformed the Carmelite Order and 
in 1970 was the first woman saint 
declared Doctor of the Church. 
Feast day: October 15th.

S. Luke, the Evangelist.

A NATIVE of Antioch in Syr-
ia, S. Luke had the opportu-

nity to acquire knowledge in the 
most renowned schools in Asia, 
this he supplemented by travel-
ing in Greece and Egypt. S. Luke 
is thought to have been a Gentile, 
who was brought to the Faith by 
S. Paul and was always his closest 
companion. He went with S. Paul to 
Phillippi and, about the year 56 that 
Apostle sent him with S. Titus to 
Corinth. S. Luke attended S. Paul 
to Rome in 61, and remained with 
him during his two imprisonments. 

He wrote his Gospel from the ac-
counts given by those who were with 
Christ, and the Acts of the Apostles 
he wrote in Rome, finishing it in 63. 
As a physician he was able to carry 
the Faith into the houses of those he 
attended in his wide travels, there is 
no doubt that he was also an artist; it 
is said that he made seven paintings 
of the Blessed Virgin, the principal 
one being in the church of S. Mary 
Major, Rome. After S. Paul's mar-
tyrdom S. Luke preached in many 
countries. He is said to have been 
crucified at Elaea in Peloponnesus. 
His body was taken to Constanti-
nople, and his head was afterwards 
translated to Rome.

¶Saint Luke's Day is Thursday, Oc-
tober 18th. There is no Anglican Use 
Mass that day. Fr. Bradford usu-
ally celebrates the 4:00pm Mass on 
Thursdays in St. Theresa's Church.

"I am sorry!" These three words 
are very difficult to say for some. 
The publican, a tax collector, sup-
posedly a very evil man, nonetheless 
found in his heart the strength to say, 
"I am sorry," when he entreated God 

to have mercy on him. The Phari-
see, supposedly a religious man, did 
not. Both actually needed before 
God to be sorry, but only the Pub-
lican prayed for mercy, and he went 
home, having found the true peace of 
God that was won by this prayer of 
sorrow, a guide to the Kingdom, "O 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" 
¶The parable of the Publican and 
the Pharisee is the gospel at Mass 
on Sunday, October 28th.

AN INFORMED 
ELECTORATE

"A Catholic would be guilty of 
formal cooperation in evil, and so 
unworthy to present himself for 
Holy Communion, if he were to de-
liberately vote for a candidate pre-
cisely because of the candidate's 
permissive stand on abortion and/or 
euthanasia. When a Catholic does 
not share a candidate's stand in fa-
vour of abortion and/or euthanasia, 
but votes for that candidate for other 
reasons, it is considered remote ma-
terial cooperation, which can be 
permitted in the presence of propor-
tionate reasons."

¶ A Memorandum from the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
to the U. S. Bishops

THE BRITISH 
MARTYRS

OVER the years 200 men and 
women have been beatified for 

their heroic witness to the Catholic 
Faith in the British Isles during and 
after the Protestant Reformation.  
Here we continue brief mention of 
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The Congregation of 
Saint Athanasius,

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, 

Chaplain

Sunday Mass 10:30am 

St. Theresa Convent Chapel 

10 St. Theresa Ave. 

West Roxbury, Mass.

Fellowship and Coffee in 

the Lounge after Mass

Rectory: 

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 

Boston, MA 02132-2121 

Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

http://www.locutor.net

some of these individual martyrs.

BlesseD Thomas Thwing 
Priest and Martyr (1635-1680)

Following his ordination to 
the priesthood in France, Thomas 
Thwing, twenty-nine years old, re-
turned to his native region of York-
shire, England, to minister to his 
fellow persecuted Catholics. After 
administering a Catholic school, 
Father Thwing became the chaplain 
of a women's religious community 
in which three of his own sisters 
were nuns. While at the convent in 
1679, he was arrested as one of sev-
eral priests falsely accused of plot-
ting against King Charles II, a libel 
propagated by Titus Oates, a former 
Jesuit student intent upon revenge 
after being repeatedly expelled 
from Jesuit colleges. Upon being 
condemned to death, Father Thwing 
was at first pardoned by the king, 
but Parliament pressured him into 
reversing his decision. As Father 
Thwing was dragged on a hurdle 
to his execution, he passed his sis-
ters' convent. At the scaffold where 
he was to be drawn and quartered, 
he declared his innocence and told 
the onlookers that he considered 
himself honored to be a priest. Fa-
ther Thwing prayed, "Sweet Jesus, 
receive my soul," before breathing 
his last.
Reprinted from magnificaT, Issue: October, 
2006, Vol. 8, No. 8, and Page 334 With permis-
sion of magnificaT® USA, LLC, P.O. Box 822, 
Yonkers, New York 10702. To order call 1-866-
273-5215  or Web site: www.magnificat.com. 
All rights reserved.

BlesseD John sanDys 
Priest and Martyr († 1586)

A student of England's Oxford 
University, John Sandys left Eng-
land to study for the priesthood 
at the English College in Reims, 

France. Following his ordination in 
the Holy Cross chapel of Reims Ca-
thedral in 1584, he returned to his 
own country to serve the persecuted 
Catholics in the region of Glouces-
tershire. He was arrested and sen-
tenced to death for his priesthood. 
Father Sandys was shown no mer-
cy by his executioner, who used a 
ragged knife and began to draw and 
quarter him while he was fully con-
scious. The priest's last words were 
a prayer for his enemies.
Reprinted from magnificaT, Issue: August, 2004 
Vol. 6, No. 6, and Page 154 With permission of 
magnificaT® USA, LLC, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers, 
New York 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215  
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All rights 
reserved.

EVENSONG 
and 

BENEDICTION

OF THE BLESSED SACRA-
MENT

Sunday, October 7, 2007

Sunday after Saint Francis' Day 
5:00pm 

Chapel of St. Theresa of Ávila Par-
ish West Roxbury

The drawing of Athanasius is a de-
tail from "Athanasius" in An Out-
line of Christianity: The Story of 
Our Civilization, Vol. II (New York: 
Bethlehem Publishers, Inc., 1926), p. 
91.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132  Pine Lodge 
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine 
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is open 
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route 128 to 
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West 
Roxbury.   Spring Street ends at a traffic light at 
Centre Street in sight of the church.  At this light 
bear left onto Centre St.. and immediately turn right 
at the next light onto St.. Theresa Ave.  
From the South:  Route 1 north through Dedham 
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then 
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins High-
way to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.. 
Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street. 
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre 
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn left 
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation:  Orange line to 
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus 
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to St.. There-

sa’s.  Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.


