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NOTES
FROM THE
CHAPLAIN
Month of Holy Souls—a sermon

I

n the Gospel, Our Lord Jesus tells
us that He will not reject anyone
who comes to Him. And so today,
with confidence in that good news,
Christ’s Church offers Christian
burial to the mortal remains of N.,
one who is not rejected because he
was one who had come to Jesus.
You and I are told in the Scriptures
that we were made in the image of
God. Of all the work of creation, it is
mankind, men and women, who are
the place where the material-physical and the spiritual-eternal meet.
And the reason we honor the mortal
remains of our loved ones is because
they have been the temporary homes
of souls which are precious in God’s
eyes.
The soul has been the scene of our
tragedies and our triumphs in our
endeavor to follow Jesus as Lord
and Savior.
We honor with Christian burial the
bodies of departed souls for a second

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Thursday, November 1, 2007
Holy Day of Obligation
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 P.M.
Convent Chapel
reason as well. Our Lord Jesus saw
fit to take human flesh upon Himself,
to dwell with us, and to die in that
body for us and with us. Nor must
we ever forget that the humanity of
Christ, the body, He has kept for all
eternity. The Holy One Who sits
enthroned in Heaven still bears the
marks of a First Century Roman
execution squad.

There is also on this occasion of commendation and farewell something
for you who are mourning the death
of one who has loved and who has
always been a part of your life. For
each of you, and especially his sons
and daughters-in-law, and grandchildren, life will be different. And it is
in that time of anxiety and change
that the Gospel bids you to consider
death and the contribution it makes
Today we commend the soul of N. to life.
to Almighty God, to whatever the
Lord has next planned for him in Death puts an urgency into the act
the Church Expectant. Our circuit of living, and an urgency into the
is from God, through life and death, quality of our closest relationships.
to God.
Even if we knew we were going to
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live to the age of ninety, the fact that
we all die warns us to waste not an
hour of love or friendship against the
day when we are left alone, or one
who loves us is left alone.

of fulfillment and of faith. He said,
“Father, into Thy hands I commend
My Spirit.” N. has Jesus Christ for
his Lord and Savior. And it is a faith
he put into action in countless ways
for his family, and for the well-being
The fact of death prevents us from of Christ’s Church. For him, death
becoming completely preoccupied is now the gateway into a deeper
with superficial and transitory things. sight of God the Father and of Jesus
The fact of death urges us to link up His Son. May it be so for each of us
with things unseen and eternal. It who remain behind, and in the Lord’s
sets a time limit to our opportunity good time.
for creative labor, and it suggests that
with some haste we find answers to N. rest in peace.
the meaning of life.
Our Faith in Jesus bids us consider all
these things in the proper context of
the Gospel good news that Christ is
Risen as a pledge of our own resurrection to eternal life. Your choice,
then, is to allow death to sneak up on
you, to meet you in a meaningless
surprise for which no provision has
been made, OR…you may, without
morbidness or fixation, include death
within your plan for life. And then
when it comes to you or to one you
love, as it has today, to take it as a
moment of transition from one realm
of God’s loving care to another.
Which is what blessed Jesus says it
is. He assured us, “in My Father’s
house are many mansions. I go to
prepare a place for you.”
On Good Friday there were three
crosses. Never forget that. One man
died like a cornered rat, his heart
full of hate and fear. Another died
looking in awe and wonder upon a
goodness that made his past seem
an evil and shameful thing. He died
repenting of his sins and receiving
hope for a future he never dreamed
of. And as for the third, although He
was a young man, death was the hour

¶This sermon was preached by Father Bradford
at a funeral Mass in Saint Theresa of Avila
Church on October 8, 1999.

ONLY ONE
TRUE
CHURCH
Rev. William H. van Allen Gives Forcible
Expression to His Views at the Lenten
Service in St. Paul’s Church

S

Think of three hundred warring sects
in our own land, still sub-dividing
daily. Christ’s Church is a kingdom
and is not a kingdom divided against
itself. Protestantism in its division no
longer holds fast to the infallible and
undeceivable oracles of God, but, on
the contrary, ignores all the Bible
that is not compatible with its theories. People claim a right to private
interpretation of the book. Private
interpretation it is that has led us to
three hundred warring sects. There
is only one holy Catholic, apostolic
Church. It is a visible, divine organism—Christ’s one creation—essentially one. There can no more be a
new Church than a new God; there
can no more be several churches than
many Gods.”
Boston Evening Transcript
March 18, 1903
¶Many thanks to Eva Murphy for bringing this
remarkable article to light. Father van Allen
was Rector of the Church of the Advent (Episcopal) in Boston.

t. Paul’s Church was again filled
at today’s Lenten service, conducted by Revd. William H. van
Allen, who continued the series of
sermons which he is preaching at the
services on Wednesdays. Reviewing the previous talks he said: “First
we thought of religion as the most
important thing in life. Then we
thought of Christianity as the only
true form of loyalty to God. Today
let us think of the Church as the
organic expression of Christianity.
Nothing is more significant to the
open eye and ear than the popular
attacks upon the Church as distinguished from Christianity. One hears
of assemblages hissing the name of
the Church and applauding the name
of Christ. Hostility to the Church
David Burt in the plaza in front of St.
comes from a false conception of it. Peter's Basilica in Rome, September 2007.
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PILGRIMAGE
TO ROME

Use Society flew over to be with us
for a couple of days and to hold a
meeting of the Anglican Use Board
of Directors.

rom September 22 nd to September 29 th over 100 people
connected with the Anglican Use,
hailing from such places as Boston,
Scranton, San Antonio, Arlington
and Houston converged on Rome
as pilgrims. Representing the Congregation of St. Athanasius, I was
happy to join the St. Thomas More
Society of Scranton, Pennsylvania
contingent led by Father Eric Bergman, the newest of the Anglican Use
Pastors. The Texan Anglican Use
parishes were represented by Father
Phillips and Deacon Orr of Our Lady
of the Atonement in San Antonio,
who led a group which included
the choir of Atonement Academy;
Father Noble and Deacon Barnett
who led a group from Our Lady of
Walsingham in Houston; and there
was a group led by Father Hart of
St. Anselm's Church in Corpus
Christi. Father Hawkins of St. Mary
the Virgin Church in Arlington, also
put in an appearance during the pilgrimage. Archbishop John Myers
of Newark, New Jersey, the Ecclesiastical Delegate for the Pastoral
Provision, was already in Rome; he
and his secretary Father Stetson met
with us and participated in most of
the liturgies. Bishop Vann of Fort
Worth, Texas (Fr. Hawkins' bishop)
was also there. So all in all, most of
the Anglican Use was represented in
Rome. The Archbishop, Father Stetson, and Bishop Vann stayed at the
North American College, and the rest
of us were in hotels. Our hotel was
about a mile from the Vatican. Joe
Blake, the President of the Anglican

The Archbishop met us for Mass at
St. Peter's Chains on Sunday shortly
after our arrival. I had prepared music for the Masses Sunday through
Wednesday, and we had a combined
choir of 14 people. On Monday, the
Anglican Use Mass was at the Venerable English College. On Tuesday, it
was celebrated at the North American College. On Wednesday, we went
to the Papal Audience where we had
preferred seating. Some of the Anglican Use Pastors were able to greet
the Pope. That evening the Novus
Ordo Mass was at St. John Lateran.
On Thursday, the Anglican Use Mass
was at St. Susanna, with the Atonement Academy choir singing. In
the evening we sang Evensong with
Cardinal Law at St. Mary Major,
and on Friday, the Novus Ordo was
celebrated by Archbishop Angelo
Amato in Latin at St. Peter's with the
Atonement Academy singing.

F

Aside from Masses, our time was
taken up primarily with touring the
sights in Rome and eating in restaurants. The favorite dish in Rome
seems to be macaroni and cheese
with bits of bacon. A plate of that
can cost as much as €12.00! I went
with the Houston group to the Taverna dei Gracchi, just up the street
from our hotel. The waiter asked,
"Quánte persone?" and I answered
"dieci". He opened a double sliding
door and there was a formal dining
room with a table set for ten. I knew
then that we were in trouble. The
whole meal cost about €700, and
the waiter wasn't even Italian; he was
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Greek! From champagne to grappa,
we were treated with the best meal
you can get in Rome.
The high point of the touring for me
was the Scavi Tour in the excavations under St. Peter's. There you
may view the relics of St. Peter. The
whole Vatican is exceedingly impressive; that goes without saying. But
when you cut through all of the pomp
and extravagant excess of art, which
really makes you tired if you try to
see it all in such a short period of
time, you realize that what it comes
down to is that little box of bones lying only a matter of yards away from
where he was crucified upside down.
This is the most important thing. The
pope is a prisoner in the Vatican, only
a few yards away from that famous
tomb, and he must have the worst
job in the whole Church; everybody
wants to greet him personally or to
give him a gift or something, but the
man cannot possibly greet everyone
personally. So he greets and blesses
the crowd, and he greets a few in the
name of the many. For us, when he
greeted some of the priests in our
group, we rightly felt that we were
being given special recognition. I
viewed the tombs of all of the popes
who lived during my lifetime, from
Pius XI to John Paul II. They are
all buried within a few yards of the
bones of St. Peter. And the present
successor of Peter, except when he
is traveling, is always very near this
place, and he must know that his
bones will one day rest there in that
same crypt. Please pray for Pope
Benedict XVI.
¶David Burt is a former Episcopalian priest and
a member of the congregation of St. Athanasius
in Boston, Massachusetts.
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SHORT NOTES
¶The Revd. Joseph F. Wilson will be
with us for both morning and evening
services on the Feast of Christ the
King, Sunday, November 25th. He
will preach at both services.
Fr. Wilson first visited our fledgling
congregation in the All Saints’ Rectory in 1996 and has since that time
returned as celebrant, preacher, and
retreat leader many times. Most
recently he was our celebrant and
preacher on St. Athanasius Day in
2002 and retreat conductor of our
Spring 2004 retreat at Still River.
He looks forward to his visit to us in
late November.
Fr. Wilson is a priest of the Diocese
of Brooklyn and is parochial vicar
in Saint Margaret’s Church, Middle
Village (Queens), New York.

¶An Every Member Canvass is
underway for the support of the
congregation for programs during
the next year. When you receive
your pledge card, please prayerfully
consider your contribution and return
the card at your early convenience.
Many thanks.

¶The Season of Advent begins
December 2nd. The morning Mass
¶Many thanks to Fr. James O’Driscoll begins with Litany in Procession. At
who assisted at Mass on Saint 5:00 P.M. we will offer A Procession
Michael’s Day (he also attended our with Carols for Advent, in the chapel
Anglican Evensong at Stonehill Col- of St. Theresa of Avila Church. Leclege in September). Fr. O’Driscoll is tionary Cycle A readings at Sunday
parochial vicar in Holy Family Par- Mass begin. The gospels are taken
ish, Rockland.
primarily from Saint Matthew. In
November purchase your Advent calThanks also to Steve Cavanaugh and endars and Advent wreath supplies.
all those who provided good things
to eat and drink at the reception after ¶“A Dancer’s Christmas” has been
Mass on St Michael’s Day, and also staged annually at Boston College
after Evensong on October 7th when for over twenty-five years. It was
we were continuing the observance conceived by Fr. Robert VerEecke,
of Saint Francis Day.
S.J., who is Pastor of St. Ignatius
Church. Performances take place
¶Confirmation Classes are underway, in the Robsham Theatre Arts Center
meeting every other Thursday eve- at Boston College. This year’s dates
ning in the Saint Theresa Rectory, are Dec 8th–9th and 15th–16th. For
with the chaplain. You can join at any info and tickets ($30.00 adults) call
time. A syllabus is available.
617-552-4002.

Above: Parishioner Patrick Cavanaugh visiting
the ruins of Tintern Abbey in Wales. A student at
the Catholic University of America, Patrick is
spending the Fall semester at Oxford University
in England.

These beauteous forms,
Through a long absence, have not been
to me
As is a landscape to a blind man’s eye:
But oft, in lonely rooms, and ‘mid the
din
Of towns and cities, I have owed to
them
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet,
Felt in the blood, and felt along the
heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
With tranquil restoration…
		

from “Tintern Abbey”, 1798
by William Wordsworth,
poet laureate of England 1843–1850

¶ The Boston Boy Choir of the Archdiocesan Choir School will present
their 45th Anniversary Christmas
Concert on Sundays, December 9th
& 16th at 3:00 P.M. and on Friday,
December 21st at 8:00 P.M. The concert will be presented in St. Paul's
Church, 29 Mount Auburn Street,
Cambridge, near Harvard Square.
For more information visit their web
site http://www.bostonboychoir.org
or call 617-868-8658.
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British
Martyrs

VER the years 200 men and women
have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief
mention of some of these individual
martyrs.

ALL SOULS’ DAY

Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed
Friday, November 2, 2007
Solemn Requiem Mass & Sermon
7:30 P.M.
Convent Chapel

Why Go to
Funerals?
To commit the body to the ground (“dust
to dust…”) and the immortal soul to its
Creator in the hope of the Resurrection
of the body and life everlasting;
To join the Church in being the Body of
Christ;
To hear and witness to the reassurances
of our faith;
To express grief positively, with faith
and hope, in prayer and worship;
To comfort (which means strengthen)
other mourners;
To let the Holy Comforter into our lives;
To contemplate the last things: death,
judgment, Heaven and Hell;
To prepare your soul for your time to
depart this life.
¶from the parish paper of
Church of the Good Shepherd,
East Chicago, Indiana
(October 15, 2002 issue)

Blessed John Beche (Thomas
Marshall)
Abbot and Martyr († 1539)

I

n 1534, John Beche, abbot of Saint
John’s Monastery in Colchester,
England, succumbed to the pressure
of death threats and compromised his
faith by agreeing to take the Oath of
Supremacy that asserted King Henry
VIII’s supremacy over the Church.
But a year later, following the martyrdoms of his two friends, Saints
John Fisher and Thomas More, Abbot Beche was deeply grieved and
troubled by their deaths. Time and
again, he spoke at table openly of his
admiration for the two martyrs, until
one evening he spoke thus in the presence of an informer. Abbot Beche
was arrested in 1538, charged with
affirming papal primacy. Under torture, he again denied his faith, but in
the end bravely suffered martyrdom
for professing the Petrine authority.
His pectoral cross, preserved as a
relic, is a beautiful artifact of English
Catholic devotion, bearing on its
front side images of the Savior’s five
wounds and his Sacred Heart. On
the reverse side are the instruments
of the passion. The cross is engraved
with the words, “May the passion of
our Lord Jesus Christ bring us out of
sorrow and sadness.”
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Blessed Thomas Holland
Priest, Religious, and Martyr
(1600–1642)

T

homas Holland, of Sutton,
England, was ordained a Jesuit
priest in Liège, Belgium, serving
thereafter as a spiritual director for
Jesuit seminarians. In 1635 he was
sent back to England to serve in his
native land. During the seven years
that followed, Father Holland carried
out his priestly ministry in the dead
of night or the early morning to elude
capture by the Protestant regime’s
priest-hunters. In October of 1642
he was apprehended while returning from the bedside of an invalid.
During his imprisonment, he spent
his nights in prayer. Father Holland
was soon condemned for being a
priest. The day before his death, with
the help of friends, he was able to
celebrate Mass in his cell and to hear
the confessions of Catholic visitors.
At his execution, he prayed for King
Charles I and the whole country, telling the onlookers that “If I had as
many lives as there are hairs on my
head, drops of water in the ocean, or
stars in the firmament, I would most
willingly sacrifice them all” to obtain
his monarch’s and his nation’s conversion to the Catholic faith.
Reprinted from Magnificat, December 2006, Vol.
8 No. 10, Page 284. With permission of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.
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SAINT OF THE MONTH
Saint Martin de Porres
Feast Day: November 3

S
SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING
Sunday, November 25, 2007
Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 A.M.
Convent Chapel
The Revd. Joseph F. Wilson,
celebrant
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 P.M.
Chapel of
St. Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
Father Wilson, preaching

aint Martin was a pioneer social
worker. His heart was deeply
moved by the sufferings of the underprivileged of his country. If he
had any fault, it was that he could
not resist the urge to undertake any
good work which presented itself
as capable of accomplishment. He
was a man of vision. He understood
clearly the deeply rooted causes of
the social evils of his time. He was,
however, more than a humanitarian.
It was the charity of Christ stirring
within his soul that moved him to exhaust every possible effort to relieve
the poor, the suffering, the sinful, and
the ignorant.
Martin lived at a time when the
condition of civilization in Peru was
primitive and unprogressive. Yet he
was the kind of man who would not
hesitate to attack seemingly insurmountable obstacles. He had a plan
for the relieving of misery and suffering. It was the plan of Christ himself:
the plan of the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy. His talent for orgaSaint Martin de Porres, Dominican Third
nization would merit the attention
Order
of the modern social worker. Yet he
never permitted his love of neighbor
What we know with certainty
to become frozen in the cold water about his benefactions reveals to us
of detail and mass production. The his burning desire to help his fellow
warmth of his life, his sympathy for men in every possible way.
his suffering brethren, his profound
Richard Cardinal Cushing
understanding of the nature of the
Church—all combined to surround Saint Martin de Porres lived from 1579–1639.
feast day is November 3rd. Cardinal Cushhis charitable ministrations with the His
ing was the Sixth Bishop (and Third Archbishmantle of the love of God.
op) of Boston (1944–1970).
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CONFIGURED TO THE
DEATH OF CHRIST

t is in the face of death that the riddle of human existence grows most acute. Not only is man tormented
by pain and by the advancing deterioration of his body,
but even more so by a dread of perpetual extinction. He
rightly follows the intuition of his heart when he abhors
and repudiates the utter ruin and total disappearance
of his own person. He rebels against death because he
bears in himself an eternal seed which cannot be reduced to sheer matter. All the endeavors of technology,
though useful in the extreme, cannot calm his anxiety;
for prolongation of biological life is unable to satisfy
that desire for higher life which is inescapably lodged
in his breast.
Although the mystery of death utterly beggars the
imagination, the Church has been taught by divine revelation and firmly teaches that man has been created by
God for a blissful purpose beyond the reach of earthly
misery. In addition, that bodily death from which man
would have been immune had he not sinned will be vanquished, according to the Christian faith, when man who
was ruined by his own doing is restored to wholeness by
an almighty and merciful Savior. For God has called man
and still calls him so that with his entire being he might
be joined to Him in an endless sharing of a divine life
beyond all corruption. Christ won this victory when He
rose to life, for by His death He freed man from death.
Hence to every thoughtful man a solidly established
faith provides the answer to his anxiety about what the
future holds for him. At the same time faith gives him
the power to be united in Christ with his loved ones who
have already been snatched away by death; faith arouses
the hope that they have found true life with God.
Pressing upon the Christian, to be sure, are the need
and the duty to battle against evil through manifold
tribulations and even to suffer death. But, linked with
the paschal mystery and patterned on the dying Christ,
he will hasten forward to resurrection in the strength
which comes from hope.
All this holds true not only for Christians, but for
all men of good will in whose hearts grace works in an
unseen way. For, since Christ died for all men, and since
the ultimate vocation of man is in fact one, and divine, we
ought to believe that the Holy Spirit in a manner known
only to God offers to every man the possibility of being
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associated with this paschal mystery.
Such is the mystery of man, and it is a great one,
as seen by believers in the light of Christian revelation.
Through Christ and in Christ, the riddles of sorrow and
death grow meaningful. Apart from His Gospel, they
overwhelm us. Christ has risen, destroying death by His
death; He has lavished life upon us so that, as sons in the
Son, we can cry out in the Spirit: Abba, Father!
¶from Gaudium et Spes, the Pastoral Constitution
on the Church in the Modern World (7 December 1965)
of the Second Vatican Council, nos. 18 and 22.

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 22, 2007
Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 A.M.
Convent Chapel

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 A.M. Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the Lounge after
Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at
Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light
bear left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right
at the next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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