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NOTES
FROM THE
CHAPLAIN

his evening’s Holy Mass is offered to the greater glory of Almighty God and in commemoration
of Our Holy Father Nicholas, fourth
century bishop of Myra in Lycia,
Asia Minor. Coming as it does just
prior to first semester exams and the
Christmas holiday, we cannot fail to
note that Saint Nicholas has an altered identity as Santa Claus, and, of
more immediate concern, is considered the patron saint of schoolboys
and girls, and of scholars! Sometimes it seems Saint Nicholas has
cornered the market for patron saints.
He is listed variously as the patron of
sailors, children, Russia, fisherman,
dock workers, coopers, brewers,
travelers, pilgrims, merchants, pawn
brokers, apothecaries, perfumiers,
and those who have unjustly lost law
suits. He is invoked against robbers,
and is sometimes even listed as patron saint of pickpockets, hopefully
those reformed by the good bishop
Nicholas.

At the Victoria and Albert Museum
in London you can see a particularly
fine ivory crosier head depicting
the scene of infant Nicholas refusing his mother’s breast milk on the
Wednesday and Friday abstinence
days! And, of course, there are the
miracle stories, with the saint often
extricating a trinity of persons from
various predicaments. Why was the
life of Saint Nicholas particularly
susceptible to embellishment? And
what was it that Holy Church wants
us to know about the way to follow
so many stories have been told, as Jesus Christ as Lord when we think
Saint Nicholas. But this is not to about this saint, who, after all, left
say Saint Nicholas was an imaginary no theological works or other writcharacter.
ings?

As hard as it may be for us to imagine, we must remember that the vast
majority of our Christian forebears
did not have computers, television,
or even books and pictures. Their
principal entertainment was story
telling, and the life of a saint was
liable to embellishment as it was
retold over a period of time. The
stories of the saints were told as an
important part of Christian education, and as such, these stories were
placed alongside frescoes in southern
churches, icons, statues, and stained
If this great list is received with glass in northern churches for their
some skepticism, let it be said that aid in teaching Christian values. The
there are few saints about whom cycle of the saints’ deeds were often
so little is known, but about whom told in mosaic, glass and painting.

In the words of one Eastern hymn,
Nicholas was regarded as “an example of faith and an icon of gentleness.” And all of the fanciful stories
are motivated not simply as attempts
to be entertained, but as teaching the
generosity of this man who did all in
the Name of Jesus Christ.
When I was a boy one of the magazines delivered to our home each
week was The Saturday Evening
Post. And the covers of the magazine often contained the artwork
of Norman Rockwell. If you go to
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, you can
see a complete collection of these
covers. I remember one cover de-
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picting the scene in a butcher shop.
On the scale was a plucked chicken,
and the old butcher and the equally
old lady customer were looking up
at the dial. But the butcher’s finger
is trying to weigh down the scale
at the same time as the woman’s
finger is trying to lighten the load.
We can laugh at the foibles of hu-
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man nature. But this scene shows
us the very opposite of what we are
called to emulate. The generosity of
Almighty God was once memorably
described by the Son of God as “good
measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over.” And
He taught us in another place that
this character trait of Our Heavenly

Father comes to the surface in our
lives when we “walk the second
mile.” Saint Nicholas evidently lived
that kind of life; his generosity was
done in the name of the Lord, which
is why he was revered early on, not
only by Christians, but often also
by Muslims. His “life for others” is
Nicholas’ characteristic feature, and
the various episodes in his life, from
which admittedly it is impossible to
sort fact from fancy, show us this care
for souls, physical preservation, protection from the elements, and from
injustice and heresy. The reason
for the legend is that Saint Nicholas
was seen as the personification of
the good shepherd, one who protects
and intercedes for people, who was
a steadfast fighter for the Catholic
faith, who was meek and gentle in
character and humble in spirit.
That, my dear friends, is a winning
ticket in any age. Holy Nicholas,
pray for us.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 2, 2007

Litany in Procession, Exhortation
Blessing of the Advent Wreath
Solemn Mass and Sermon
10:30 A.M.
Convent Chapel

A PROCESSION WITH CAROLS
FOR ADVENT
Chapel of St. Theresa of Avila Parish
5:00 P.M.

¶This sermon was preached by Father Bradford on Saint Nicholas Day (December 6th)
in 2001 at a Catholic Byzantine Rite Mass
in St. Mary’s Chapel at Boston College. (See
also Volume VI, Issue 5, December 2003, of
the parish paper for another article on Saint
Nicholas.).

						

Tracing Shepherds in
Divine Revelation

M

oses was a shepherd, not by
choice. A man of courts and
palaces, he had been driven into
exile, and served, in that exile, his
apprenticeship among the flocks.
It is curious how often God has
chosen a shepherd when he wanted
to impart an inspiration that has
revolutionized men’s lives. Jacob
was a shepherd, the founder of the
Jewish race; David was a shepherd,
the ancestor of its royal dynasty;
Amos was a shepherd, the first of its
sons to prophesy and to commit his

CHRISTMAS FLOWER donations
are being accepted for the decorating
of the chapel for the Christmas season. Special envelopes are provided
in the rear of the chapel, or you may
send your gifts by mail. Memorials
and thanksgivings are listed in the
Christmas service leaflet. Donations
are gratefully accepted anytime, but
we must have your listings no later
than December 21st. Many thanks.
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prophecies to writing. And under the
new dispensation it is not otherwise;
the shepherds at Bethlehem were the
first to hear from their cronies, the
angels, of the divine-human birth,
and you will find shepherd saints in
every age of Christian piety—Saint
Geneviève, Saint Paschal Baylon,
Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint John
Vianney. Curious did we say? There
is nothing curious about it when we
come to think of it. For God himself
was content to be described by his
ancient people as a shepherd; “Hear,
thou shepherd of Israel,” “The Lord
is my shepherd,” “He shall feed his
flock like a shepherd”; and when the
divine Word came to dwell among
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us, he chose for himself the title of
the Good Shepherd, and handed it on
to Saint Peter, his favorite apostle,
when he committed to him the care of
all the churches. He who would lead
God’s people must imitate the divine
forethought, the divine patience, the
divine gentleness which tends and so
lovingly pursues the straying hearts
of men.
Ronald Knox
¶Monsignor Knox (1888–1957) wrote A
Spiritual Aeneid (1918) as the autobiographical account of his conversion from
Anglicanism. He was a famous chaplain to
Catholic students at Oxford and was later
commissioned by the English hierarchy to
produce a new translation of the Bible.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Saturday, December 8, 2007
Solemn Mass & Sermon
9:00 A.M.
Convent Chapel

December 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation
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SHORT NOTES

¶It was wonderful to have Fr. Christopher Roberts as our celebrant and
at Sunday Mass on Novem¶Many thanks to Fr. James O’Driscoll preacher
th
who joined Deacon Michael Con- ber 18 . Fr. Roberts, who attended
nolly and Fr. Bradford for the cel- our Masses frequently while a stuebration of All Saints’ Day and All dent at Harvard, finished his theology
work in Rome and is now parochial
Souls’ Day Masses.
vicar at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Par¶An Every Member Canvass letter ish in Carmel, Indiana.
has been mailed to our readers and
members. Please consider your ¶Many thanks to Fr. Joseph F. Wilson
pledge of financial support to the for spending a Sunday with us on the
Congregation of Saint Athanasius Solemnity of Christ the King. He
and return your pledge card to us at flew up from New York to be our
your convenience. Monies raised celebrant and preacher at morning
at Evensong
support our operations in 2008. Mass and to preach
th
on November 25 . Fr. Wilson is a
Many thanks.
friend of the congregation from its
¶Two books of devotions for every earliest beginnings and has visited
day of Advent are now on sale in the us frequently over the years.
rear of the chapel. One is the annual
Magnificat Advent Book. The other
is authored by Fr. Peter Stravinskas.
Many of you will remember his most
recent visit to us for an Advent quiet
evening in December 2006.

¶“A Dancer’s Christmas” has been
staged annually at Boston College
for over twenty-five years. It was
conceived by Fr. Robert VerEecke,
S.J., who is Pastor of St. Ignatius
Church. Performances take place
¶Among travelers recently is Dr. in the Robsham Theatre Arts Center
Terry Maltsberger, who traveled to at Boston College. This year’s dates
th th
th
th
England and Germany to address are Dec 8 –9 and 15 –16 . For
local gatherings of colleagues in his info and tickets ($30.00 adults) call
617-552-4002.
field of psychiatry.
¶A reminder that the Christmas offerings at all Masses on December
24–25 goes to the work of the Clergy
Benefit Trust of the Archdiocese of
Boston. Your contributions help
fund the retirement of local priests.
¶Inquirers’ Classes are ongoing and
meet with the chaplain usually on
Thursday evenings in the St. Theresa
Rectory. Please call for schedule and
to obtain a syllabus.

¶ The Boston Boy Choir of the Archdiocesan Choir School will present
their 45th Anniversary Christmas
Concert on Sundays, December 9th
& 16th at 3:00 P.M. and on Friday,
December 21st at 8:00 P.M. The concert will be presented in St. Paul's
Church, 29 Mount Auburn Street,
Cambridge, near Harvard Square.
Tickets are $15, $20, or $25. For
more information, visit their web
site http://www.bostonboychoir.org
or call 617-868-8658.

O

ne of the tendencies of our age is
to use the suffering of children
to discredit the goodness of God and
once you have discredited his goodness, you are done with him…Busy
cutting down human imperfection,
they are making headway also on
the raw material of good. Ivan
Karamazov cannot believe, as long
as one child is in torment; Camus’
hero cannot accept the divinity of
Christ, because of the massacre of the
innocents. In this popular pity, we
mark our gain in sensibility and our
loss in vision. If other ages felt less,
they saw more, even though they saw
with the blind, prophetical, unsentimental eye of acceptance, which is
to say, of faith. In the absence of this
faith now, we govern by tenderness.
It is a tenderness which, long since
cut off from the person of Christ, is
wrapped in theory. When tenderness
is detached from the source of tenderness, its logical outcome is terror.
It ends in forced-labor camps and in
the fumes of the gas chamber.
Flannery O’Connor
¶Flannery O’Connor (who died in 1964)
was one of the most distinctive American
writers of the last century. Born in Georgia
and a Roman Catholic, she wrote about the
mysteries of divine grace in contrast to the
limits of worldly wisdom in the Protestant
South.
In return for having delivered the Infant
Jesus from the snares of Herod, St. Joseph has the privilege of delivering the
dying from the snares of the devil.—St.
Alphonsus
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Emmanuel: God with Us

T

he world is not saved by evolution but by incarnation. The more
deeply we enter into prayer the more
certain we become of this. Nothing
can redeem the lower and bring it a
manifestation of the already-present
Reality. I came forth from the Father
and am come into the world: and this
perpetual adventure…the response
of the eternal Agape to Eros in his
need…is the true coming into time
of the Kingdom of Heaven. The
Pentecostal energy and splendour is
present to glorify every living thing;
and sometimes our love reaches the
level at which it sees this as a present
fact and the actual is transfigured by
the real.
What we look for, then, is not Utopia,
but something which is given from
beyond: Emmanuel, God with us,
the whole creation won from rebellion and consecrated to the creative
purposes of Christ. This means
something far more drastic than the
triumph of international justice and
good social conditions. It means the
transfiguration of the natural order
by the supernatural: by the Eternal
Charity. Though we achieve social
justice, liberty, peace itself, though
we give our bodies to be burned for
these admirable causes, if we lack
charity we are nothing. For the Kingdom is the Holy, not the moral; the
Beautiful not the correct; the Perfect
not the adequate; Charity not law.
Evelyn Underhill
¶Evelyn Underhill (1875–1941) underwent
a religious conversion in 1907 and turned
to the study of mystics for support. After
1924 she was much sought after for spiritual
direction, and was the author of many books
on the subject.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24, 2007
8:00 P.M.
Procession, Blessing of the Creche, Solemn Mass & Sermon
Tuesday, December 25, at 10:30 A.M.
Christmas Day Low Mass
Christmas Day is a Holy Day of Obligation

Sunday, December 30 at 10:30 A.M.
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Solemn Mass & Sermon,
A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
Saint Theresa of Ávila Church
5:00 P.M.
A reception follows this service

Tuesday, January 1, 2008
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
Sung Mass & Sermon
10:30 A.M.
January 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation
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British
Martyrs

VER the years 200 men and women
have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief
mention of some of these individual
martyrs.

Blessed William Ireland
Priest, Religious, and Martyr
(1636–1679)

F

ather William Ireland, of Lincolnshire, England, was one of
several Jesuit priests falsely accused
of plotting against King Charles II by
Titus Oates, a former Jesuit student
intent upon revenge after being expelled from several Jesuit colleges.
On the basis of Oates’ perjury, Father
Ireland was condemned to death.
After being brought to the London
execution site of Tyburn, Father
Ireland told the onlookers, “As for
the Catholics that are here, we desire
their prayers for a happy passage
into a better world…And as for all
our enemies, we earnestly desire that
God would pardon them…and so I
beseech all good people to pray for
us and with us.” He was put to death
by drawing and quartering together
with a layman, Blessed John Grove.
Following their execution, those
gathering Father Ireland's mutilated
remains discovered a humanly inexplicable phenomenon: on one lung
of the martyred priest was found a
miraculously formed exact portrait of
him. Moreover, several Protestants
as well as Catholics experienced
miraculous cures wrought through
the devout use of handkerchiefs that
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had been dipped in Father Ireland’s
blood.
Reprinted from Magnificat, January 2005, Vol.
6 No. 12, Page 334. With permission of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

Saint John Stone
Priest, Religious, and Martyr
(†1539)

I

n December of 1538, Richard Ingworth, an agent of King Henry
VIII’s vicar general Thomas Cromwell, arrived in Canterbury to close
down the city’s friaries. When the
expelled religious of Canterbury’s
friary of Augustinian Hermits were
ordered to take the anti-papal oath
of supremacy declaring Henry VIII
to be supreme head of the Church in
England, Father John Stone, an eminent theology professor of his Order
known for his holiness, found him-

self alone refusing the oath. Writing
to Cromwell, Ingworth complained
of an Augustinian who “still held
and still desired to die for it, that the
King may not be head of the Church
of England.” When in the course of
his long imprisonment Father John
had fasted and prayed for three days,
he heard a voice encouraging him
to remain steadfast and unhesitatingly to suffer for the truth he had
professed. This locution steeled
his resolve thereafter. Although
the precise date of Father John’s
execution is unknown, government
records of the grim expenses for his
drawing and quartering indicate his
death sentence was carried out in late
December of 1539.
Reprinted from Magnificat, October 2006, Vol. 8
No. 8, Page 357. With permission of Magnificat®
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue,
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 A.M. Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the Lounge after
Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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A Child, My Choice
Let folly praise that fancy loves, I praise and love that Child
Whose heart no thought, whose tongue no work, whose hand no deed defiled.
I praise Him most, I love Him best, all praise and love is His;
While Him I love, in Him I live, and cannot live amiss.
Love’s sweetest mark, laud’s highest theme, man’s most desired light,
To love Him life, to leave Him death, to live in Him delight.
He mine by gift, I His by debt, thus each to other due;
First friend He was, best friend He is, all times will try Him true.
Though young, yet wise; though small, yet strong; though man, yet God He is:
As wise, He knows; as strong, He can; as God, He loves to bless.
His knowledge rules, His strength defends, His love doth cherish all.
His birth our joy, His life our light; His death our end of thrall.
Alas! He weeps, He sighs, He pants, yet do His angels sing;
Out of His tears, His sighs and throbs, doth bud a joyful spring.
Almighty Babe, whose tender arms can force all foes to fly;
Correct my faults, protect my life, direct me when I die!
St. Robert Southwell, S.J.
¶Robert Southwell (1561–95) was a Jesuit, priest, and martyr. He was a notable writer of both prose
and lyric poetry. He was canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1970 as one of the Forty Martyrs of England
and Wales (feast day October 25).
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at
Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light
bear left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right
at the next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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