
NOTES 
FROM THE 
CHAPLAIN

When I was a boy children were 
told to stay out of the kitchen.  

Kitchens were smaller than many 
of them are now. We have “family 
kitchens" now where we spend a 
lot of time. Years ago the kitchen 
was a work room, and the corners 
on the counters were sharp, and all 
the knives and hot burners made it a 
dangerous place for children.

So when I did get an invitation to en-
ter the kitchen it was a special time. 
And it became a great time when the 
right kind of cook was in the kitchen. 
The right kind of cook was not the 
one who let you watch her make a 
cake. The right kind of cook let you 
make a little cake of your own! Be-
ing involved and making something, 
even if we made a bit of a mess along 
the way, kept our attention and made 
it fun.

I mention this because the experience 
and involvement of being invited to 
make a cake anticipates our invita-
tion to share the creative work of 
God. Taking up our Cross with Jesus 
is part of the invitation of Lent. The 

Cross connects us to Jesus because it 
is the great sign of His compassion.

The Cross is a reminder of God’s 
mercy, kindness, and forgiveness 
for us, every day. Every day we need 
that mercy, kindness, and forgive-
ness. Compassion is the value word 
you are thinking about and practic-
ing during this month. Compassion 
comes from two Latin words joined 
together, which mean with patience. 
God looks on our weakness with 
patience. We all hope that one day 
we will go to Heaven because at the 
end of our life God has looked on our 
weakness with patience.

One of the things I was invited to 
make in the kitchen was cinnamon 
rolls. The cook prepared the batter, 
but I was allowed to lay it out in long 
strips, brush a buttery mixture on it, 
and sprinkle on the cinnamon and 
sugar. Then came the fun part: rolling 

up the strips and placing each roll in 
the baking pan. I could probably still 
do it today!

In Lent we are especially allowed 
to stand beside Our Lord Jesus and 
make little things with the ingredients 
he has laid out for us. Yes, sometimes 
we make a mess, just as I did as a 
boy in the kitchen. But you and I are 
called to contribute our actions to the 
Lord’s great redeeming work in sav-
ing the world from its sins. We pray 
Jesus to take the flour and water and 
all the other ingredients of our lives 
and turn them into the Living Bread 
of Eternal Life. Our Lord Jesus can 
do that, because He is the right kind 
of cook. He invites you and me to be 
involved in His work that will save 
us from our sins. He says, “Take up 
your cross and follow Me.”

Lent is the right time to say yes to 
Jesus. It is the perfect time to use 
the ingredients God has given you, 
which is your life, the spirit within 
you, your personality, all the things 
that make you who you are, and use 
them in the way that pleases Blessed 
Jesus, being compassionate to oth-
ers.

¶A sermon preached 
by Father Bradford at a 

St. Theresa School Mass, 
March 2, 2007.
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HE KNOWS WHAT 
HE IS ABOUT

God has created me to do him 
some definite service; he has 

committed some work to me that he 
has not committed to another. I have 
my mission—I may never know it in 
this life, but I shall be told it in the 
next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of 
connection between persons. He has 
not created me for naught. I shall do 
good, I shall do his work; I shall be 
an angel of peace, a preacher of truth 
in my own place, while not intending 
it, if I do but keep his command-
ments and serve him in my calling. 
Therefore will I trust him. Whatever, 
wherever I am. I can never be thrown 
away. If I am in sickness, my sick-
ness may serve him; in perplexity, 
my perplexity may serve him. He 
does nothing in vain. He knows what 
he is about. He may take away my 
friends, he may throw me among 
strangers, he may make me feel 
desolate, make my spirits sink, hide 
my future from me—still he knows 
what he is about.

Prayer of John Henry Cardinal 
Newman

SATURDAY MASS 
IN LENT AND 

EASTER WEEK
Low Mass & Sermon every Saturday 
at 9:00 a.m.
Convent Chapel
March 1, 8, 15 (St. Joseph’s Day 
observed), 22 (Altar Service), and 
29.

The March 8th Mass is a memorial 
for parishioner Marysia Swanberg.

SIN AND 
FORGIVENESS

It is precisely the existence of sin 
that modern man is unable to take 

seriously. Because of this rejection of 
the concept of sin, no one is directly 
touched today by the Gospel claim 
that the evidence of Jesus’ divine na-
ture is based on his power to forgive 
sin. Most people do not explicitly 
deny the existence of God, but they 
do not believe that he is of any impor-
tance in the realm of human life.

Hardly anyone seriously thinks 
nowadays that men’s wrong actions 
may concern God so much that he re-
gards them as sinful and offensive to 
himself, with the result that such sin 
must be forgiven by him alone. Even 
theologians have discussed the pos-
sibility of replacing the practice of 
confessing sin by conversations with 
psychologists, sociologists, and law-
yers. Sin does not really exist. There 
are only problems, and these can be 
settled with the help of experts. Sin 
has disappeared and with it forgive-
ness, and behind that disappearance 
there is also the disappearance of a 
God who is turned toward men.

In this situation, Christians can only 
turn to the Gospel, which can give 
us courage to grasp the truth. Only 
the truth can make us free. But the 
truth is that there is guilt and that we 
ourselves are guilty. It is Christ’s new 
truth that there is also forgiveness by 
the one who has the power to forgive. 
The Gospel calls on us to accept this 
truth. There is a God. Sin exists and 
there is also forgiveness. We need 
that forgiveness if we are not to seek 
refuge in the lie of excuses and thus 

destroy ourselves.

If we learn how to accept this truth, 
then the second part of the Gospel 
story may perhaps prove its value in 
our lives today, since where there is 
forgiveness, there is also healing.

Pope Benedict XVI
Seeking God’s Face

THOUGHTS ON 
JUDAS ISCARIOT

No story in all the Gospel so 
much reveals the power of a 

single passion to enwrap, enchain, 
possess, and degrade a person’s 
character as the tragedy of the traitor 
apostle. What religious associations 
could have been better than those of 
Judas, who received into his mind, 
memory, and heart the impress of 
the one incomparable life with its 
thousand radiant rays of wisdom and 
charity?

It is we, then, who know him, who 
possess his truth and his life, who 
can injure him more than those who 
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SHORT NOTES
¶Many thanks to Fr. James J. 
O’Driscoll and Deacon Michael J. 
Connolly who assisted Fr. Bradford 
on Candlemas, observed Friday, 
February 1st. Dr. Connolly also as-
sisted at Mass on Ash Wednesday 
and at Evensong on the First Sun-
day of Lent. In addition, he was our 
preacher at Stations of the Cross on 
Friday, February 29th.

¶During Lent prior to Palm Sunday 
the Litany or Decalogue begins Sun-
day Masses. Copies of these devo-
tions are provided in the chapel.

¶The Magnificat Lenten Companion 
is available for purchase at $4.00 
per copy. It contains meditations for 
every day of Lent.

¶Our thanks to Steve Cavanaugh 
and Eva Murphy who provided for 
a reception following the Candlemas 
service. People look forward to this 
time for visiting after evening ser-
vices, and are disappointed when we 
don’t have them during Lent!

¶Lenten coin folders were mailed to 
parishioners. Extras are placed in the 

rear of the chapel. Proceeds benefit 
the work of Catholic Charities in the 
Archdiocese of Boston. Please return 
your folder after Easter Day.

¶Confessions are heard in St. Theresa 
of Avila Parish every Saturday by the 
parish clergy from 3:00–4:00 p.m., in 
the chapel. In addition, Fr. Bradford 
hears confessions on Thursdays be-
fore First Fridays after the 4:00 p.m. 
Mass. Next scheduled is March 6th.

¶St. Theresa’s Lenten Mission is 
Monday–Wednesday, March 10–12, 
with Fr. Richard Erickson as preach-
er. He is Vicar General of the Arch-
dioces of Boston and Moderator of 
the Curia. He is also a former military 
chaplain. Services each night are at 
7:30 p.m.

¶Easter flower envelopes are avail-
able in the chapel. Please contribute 
to the cost of decorating the chapel 
for the Easter season.

¶Daylight Savings Time begins Sun-
day, March 9th.

¶The Feast of the Annunciation will 
be observed on Monday, March 
31st. The Mass is at 12 noon in the 
chapel.

STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS and 

BENEDICTION

Friday, March 14th at 7:00 p.m.
Chapel of St. Theresa of Avila 
Church, West Roxbury
Fr. Bradford, preaching

And the pity of it all was that he 
might have been Saint Judas. He pos-
sessed what every soul possesses: a 
tremendous potential for sanctity and 
peace. But let us be sure that what-
ever be our sins, and regardless of the 
depths of our betrayal, there is ever a 
hand outstretched to embrace, a face 
shining with the light of forgiveness, 
and a divine voice that speaks a word 
to us, as it did with Judas even unto 
the end: “Friend.”

know him not. We may never act the 
traitor’s part in a big way, but through 
insignificant signs: like the kiss of 
Judas, by a silence when we should 
defend, by fear of ridicule when we 
should proclaim, by a criticism when 
we ought to witness, or by a shrug of 
the shoulders when we ought to fold 
our hands in prayer. Well indeed may 
the Savior then ask us, “Friend, will 
you betray me with a kiss?”…

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
Characters of the Passion: Lessons 

on Faith and Trust

¶Archbishop Sheen  was a famous preacher, 
author, and radio and  television personal-
ity. The cause for his beatification is being 
actively sponsored by the Diocese of Peoria, 
his hometown. Archbishop Sheen went to 
God in 1979.
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HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday, March 16
10:30 a.m.  ............................................Blessing & Distribution of Palms

Solemn Procession — The Reading of the Passion
Solemn Mass and Sermon

Tuesday in Holy Week, March 18
10:00 a.m.  ................................................................................ Low Mass

Maundy Thursday, March 20
7:30 p.m. ...................... COMMEMORATION OF THE LAST SUPPER

Convent Chapel
8:30 p.m.  ...........................................................Adoration until midnight

St. Theresa of Avila Chapel

Good Friday, March 21
12 noon – 2:45 p.m.  ..............................................THE THREE HOURS

Stations of the Cross
Seven Last Words & Meditation

Convent Chapel
3:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  .................................... The Good Friday Liturgy

St. Theresa of Avila Church

Holy Saturday, March 22
9:00 a.m.  .......................................................................The Altar Service

Convent Chapel
3:00–4:00 p.m. ....................................................................... Confessions

St. Theresa Chapel
7:30 p.m. .................................................. THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL

St. Theresa of Avila Church

Easter Day, March 23
10:30 a.m.  ..........................................................Solemn Mass & Sermon

“I began falling in love with Catholic things in college, read the Church Fathers to get the temptation out of 
my system and convince myself that Jesus established a Protestant church that gradually went Catholic, 

and discovered the opposite.”
¶Peter Kreeft, as told to National Catholic Register interviewer Peter Sheehan (in the November 11, 2007 issue)
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the same hurdle to be dragged to the 
scaffold, but they were laid facing in 
opposite directions to prevent them 
from talking to each other. Both suf-
fered death by drawing and quarter-
ing. When, shortly after the priest’s 
deaths, one of their persecutors, the 
Earl of Huntingdon, fell mortally ill, 
he is said to have repented of his ac-
tions with deep remorse, begging his 
Catholic brother William Hastings to 
come to his bedside before dying.

Reprinted from Magnificat, April 2006, Vol. 8 
No. 1, Page 117. With permission of Magnificat® 
USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary Avenue, 
Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site: www.
magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

Blessed HugH Taylor

Priest and Martyr (c. 1560-1585)

A native of Durham, England, 
Hugh Taylor journeyed to the 

continent to study for the priesthood. 
On the eve of what was then called 
Passion Sunday (the fifth Sunday of 
Lent) in 1584, he was ordained in 
the Holy Cross Chapel of the French 
cathedral of Reims. Departing for 
England in March 1585, he was ar-

rested by the Elizabethan authorities 
immediately after returning to his 
native country. Father Taylor was 
the first priest to be sentenced to 
death under a royal statute of 1585 
(“27 Elizabeth c. 2”) mandating the 
execution of all Catholic priests 
ordained since 1559 who had come 
into or remained in England and had 
refused to take the oath of supremacy 
(a profession of Queen Elizabeth’s 
supremacy over the Church in Eng-
land). He was hanged, drawn, and 
quartered in York.

Reprinted from Magnificat, November 2004, 
Vol. 6 No. 9, Page 351. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 
or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All rights 
reserved.

British 
Martyrs

OVER the years 200 men and women 
have been beatified for their heroic 

witness to the Catholic Faith in the Brit-
ish Isles during and after the Protestant 
Reformation. Here we continue brief 
mention of some of these individual 
martyrs.

Blessed alexander rawlins

Priest and Martyr († 1595)

A native of western England, Al-
exander Rawlins twice suffered 

imprisonment for being a Catholic, 
before journeying abroad to study 
for the priesthood at the English 
College of Reims, France. After be-
ing ordained in Soissons, France, in 
March of 1590, he returned to his 
own country to minister to his fellow 
Catholics being persecuted under 
Queen Elizabeth I. In the spring of 
1595, he was arrested. Thereafter, he 
and a Jesuit priest, (Blessed) Henry 
Walpole, were condemned to death 
in York for being priests. For their 
execution, the two were placed on 

The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, 
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent  
Chapel 

10 St. Theresa Ave. 
West Roxbury, Mass. 

(Enter through the side door.)

Sundays  10:30 A.M.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Lounge after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

SOLEMN EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
Second Sunday of Easter

March 30, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.
Chapel of St. Theresa of Avila Church
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132  Pine Lodge 
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine 
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is open 
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route 128 to 
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West 
Roxbury.   Spring Street ends at a traffic light at 
Centre Street in sight of the church.  At this light 
bear left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right 
at the next light onto St. Theresa Ave.  
From the South:  Route 1 north through Dedham 
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then 
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins High-
way to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St. 
Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street. 
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre 
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn left 
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation:  Orange line to 
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus 
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to  
St. Theresa’s.  Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.


