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Notes 
from the 
ChaplaiN

These are anxious days of sorrow 
for the Catholic Church. Not 

only have we lost our Holy Father, 
but also he has been one of the great 
popes of all our history. As Catholics, 
we naturally regard the Vicar of 
Christ to be the most important 
man in the world. But it has been 
a source of immense satisfaction 
and pride for the Catholic Church 
in our lifetime to have a Holy 
Father universally recognized as 
the single greatest man of his age. 
In recent days the broadcast media 
has been full of stories about Pope 
John Paul II. And it is inevitable 
that in the days and next few weeks 
ahead the newspapers will be full 
of commentary, the spin, editorials, 
and letters to the editor. The question 
suggests itself as you anticipate all 
of this: what will be the verdict of 
history about this man? We have 
been living through an historic time. 
How will it be viewed in fifty or one 
hundred years?

The verdict of history was an important 
end in the mind of God on Easter Day 
all those centuries ago. A Man had 
died, but only after He had made a 
prophecy and invited the whole world 
to judge whether that prophecy came 
true or not. The prophecy is that He 
would rise from the dead.

It is juries that give verdicts, and this 
Man had appointed His own jury 
of twelve good men. One of these 
men was not true and he vacated his 

position. But a new jury could not be 
seated, and so the eleven survivors, 
the dean Man’s closest friends, were 
to make the decision. On Easter Day 
evening (although it would only be 
called that forever as a result of 
their verdict) these men were sifting 
through some rather confusing 
evidence and its inferences: about 
an empty tomb, the appearance of 
angels, and the strange condition of 
empty grave clothes. There had also 
been sightings of the supposedly 
dead Man, by one of the jurors, and 
by some of the women who also had 
been devoted to Him. What could it 
all mean? This upper room was the 
jury deliberating room, but at this 
point in the proceedings the jurors 
were probably still inclined to get 
out of town as fast as they could.

Suddenly the dead Man was 
standing in their midst. All at once, 
with that appearance, deliberations 
were ended. With that appearance, 
no difficulties remained. There was 
only one verdict possible and it was 
unanimous. The Man was alive. He 
is Lord and He is God, and that is the 
message they began to proclaim.

After the Man left them, the jurors 
noticed what they believed to be a 
minor detail: the jury was not, after 

all, in full session. One of them 
was absent. We are not told where 
Thomas was. But it is easy to believe 
that the rest of the jurors, after they 
exclaimed “we have seen the Lord!” 
expected the absent juror to get with 
the program and accept the verdict 
on the momentous evidence of 
his colleagues. Those colleagues 
perhaps added that it was a pity 
Thomas had not been there, but 
that it would not, after all, make too 
much a difference in the long run.

Except that it did! For the Lord 
Jesus Christ founded the Church. 
And besides that community having 
the attributes of being One, Holy, 
and Catholic, she was also to be 
Apostolic. Christ’s will is that His 
Church be founded upon the faith 
of the apostles…all the apostles. 
Thomas is one of those chosen 
apostles upon whose faith the Church 
will be founded. You and I cannot 
have that eyewitness experience of 
the Risen-yet-not-Ascended Christ. 
But our faith as Catholics will be 
based upon the apostolic witness that 
Christ is Risen. God in His wisdom 
made these men witnesses to His 
Resurrection so that accepting their 
testimony, we might have faith. 
That is God’s design. It is His plan 
for us all.
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So Blessed Jesus came back for 
Thomas. And because the Easter 
appearances of Our Lord are never a 
miscalculation, we cannot consider 
it a simple oversight made good. 
After all, if you can come in when 
doors are locked, surely it would 
also be possible to arrive when all 
are present and accounted for! By 
coming back for Thomas the Risen 
Lord was demonstrating His great 
care for His Church, His mystical 
body, for us who are her members, 
and for all who should be her 
members.

We have seen in the past twenty-
six years a demonstration of the 
Risen Lord’s continuing great care 
for His Church, for us who are her 
members, and for all who should 
be her members. Although the 
television coverage has so far been 
respectful and even moving, during 
the next week you will probably 
hear scores of people on television 
say they admired the Holy Father’s 
liberal social and political agenda 
and his personal warmth, but not 
his conservative theology, and that 
many of his flock are liberal and 
increasingly secular. George Weigel 
had a good answer for that the 
other day. He said the liberal and 
secular part of the flock was mostly 
confined to Western Europe, Canada 
and a few zip codes in the United 
States! In point of fact, Pope John 
Paul II found people worldwide 
to be profoundly religious, and he 
appealed to that religious instinct 
whether he was dealing with 
economics, politics, medicine, 
scientific research, or any other field 
in the human endeavor. His first 
encyclical Redemptor Hominis (on 
the redemption and dignity of the 

human race, March 15, 1979) set the 
tone for his pontificate. And towards 
the end of his reign, in the apostolic 
letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, the 
Holy Father outlined the work of 
the Church for the next millennium. 
In words, which may summarize 
the whole activity of his pontificate, 
John Paul said, “it is not therefore a 
matter of inventing a ‘new program.’ 
The program already exists; it is the 
plan found in the Gospel and in the 
living Tradition; it is the same as 
ever. Ultimately, it has its center in 
Christ himself, Who is to be known, 
loved, and imitated, so that in Him 
we may live the life of the Trinity, 
and with Him transform history 
until its fulfillment in the heavenly 
Jerusalem.”

For the past twenty-six years Blessed 
Lord Jesus has been showing again 
His continuing great care for His 
Church, by giving us as the Vicar of 
Christ on earth a great man of the 
apostolic tradition that is linked in 
an unbroken line to Peter, and with 
Thomas, and the other apostles in 
that upper room.

Perhaps this is what a French 
journalist meant on October 16, 
1978 when he wrote in his column, 
“you have not elected a Pope from 
Krakow, but a Pope from Galilee.” 
And now Divine Mercy has come 
to the Holy Father. May he rest in 
peace.

¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford 
on the Second Sunday of Easter, 

April 3, 2005.
¶ April 2nd is a year’s mind for  

Pope John Paul II.

the Angelus and Regina Coeli

At the conclusion of Mass on 
Sundays the Angelus is recit-

ed by the priest and congregation. 
(During Eastertide in place of the 
Angelus we sing the Regina Coeli to 
the tune Easter Hymn.) This is not 
part of the Mass but rather is a tra-
ditional Catholic devotion anticipat-
ing the approach of the noon hour.

Regina Coeli
From Easter Day until Pentecost

Joy to thee, O Queen of  
heaven: alleluia.

He whom thou was meet  
to bear: alleluia.

As he promised hath  
arisen: alleluia.

Pour for us to God thy  
prayer: alleluia.

V. Rejoice and be glad, O  
Virgin Mary, alleluia:

± For the Lord is risen  
indeed, alleluia.

O God, who by the resurrection 
of thy Son has brought joy to 

the whole world; grant that through 
his Mother the Virgin Mary we may 
obtain the joys of life everlasting. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Risen Christ greets His Blessed Mother.
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The Seven 
DeaDly SinS—
no laughing 

MaTTer

A remarkable chain of events 
in the week of March 9th 

followed the Vatican’s issuing 
a revised teaching on the Seven 
Deadly Sins. The Monday morning 
announcement of this news on ABC 
television produced laughter and 
derision from host Harry Smith and 
his local station affiliate colleague 
in Boston. One wonders what their 
demeanor would have been had 

the Anti-defamation League or 
the NAACP, or some organization 
representing Muslims, announced 
some modification to their internal 
organization or discipline! But when 
the Catholic Church weighs in on 
the Seven Deadly Sins, the media 
jokes about it. No surprise there.

What was remarkable is that within 
hours Governor Eliot Spitzer of 
New York announced that he had 
been having sexual liaisons with 
prostitutes. Was Harry Smith still 
laughing at the Church’s teaching 
on the Seven Deadly Sins? The next 
day as the Spitzer saga unfolded 
in front page coverage, it was also 
announced that one-quarter of all 
American girls ages 14–19 have 
one or more sexually transmitted 
diseases. Still laughing, Harry? But 
there was more! The next day a new 

warning came from the Center for 
Disease Control suggesting a higher 
number of sexually transmitted 
diseases than previously thought are 
carried by homosexual men because 
undetected. The reason being that a 
great many of these men at risk do 
not have the recommended regular 
annual testing. Any comment from 
Harry?

It was a sequence of events to take 
away your breath. But the week 
had only come to Thursday! In the 
Thursday morning Boston Herald, 
columnist Margery Egan was oozing 
sanctimonious indignation on the 
Spitzer story in her regular column. 
So we checked the classifieds in the 
same edition of the paper, looking 

under “entertainment” and found 
an advetisement headlined “Hot 
Local Women! Call Free.” Is there 
something wrong with this picture?

It remains to be seen if laws were 
broken in the Spitzer saga, and our 
instinct is right to hold our leaders 
to a high standard of conduct. But 
many American politicians over the 
course of our nation’s history have 
had their girl friends. (How is Eliot 
Spitzer’s moral turpitude different 
from President Kennedy’s?) This is 
not to condone it! Wrong is wrong, 
even if everybody is wrong. But 
the seriousness of sin does have a 
remedy, and it is a remedy that works. 
The only tragedy is to end life as an 
unrepentant and unforgiven sinner.

With that in mind, I want to revisit 
part of an article that Deacon 

Michael Connolly provided as the 
leader in the February edition of 
Contra Mundum. It was a very fine 
article on, you guessed it, the Seven 
Deadly Sins! Maybe these don’t 
seem quite so funny to newscasters 
just now.

Father Bradford

7. lust

One can often hear it said that the 
Church has a hangup about sexual 

behavior. But if we reflect even just a 
little, how many of the seven capital 
sins which we have been speaking about 
involve sexuality in any direct way? 
Only one: lust, the final capital sin, and 
even then lust refers by extension to 
the inordinate love of all pleasures, not 
just sexual ones. The lustful soul loves 
pleasure more than it does God.

Of the Ten Commandments given to 
Moses how many legislate directly on 
sexual matters? Two at most. 

No, the Church requires a balanced 
and moderated approach to sexuality, 
but that does not constitute a hangup 
or an obsession. The obsession lies 
in the modern world which surrounds 
us, a world which scoffs at virtues like 
modesty and chastity and virginity, and 
a world which lives for the pleasure of 
the moment with little thought for the 
near future and with none at all for the 
life to come. 

God has ordained for us one of the most 
profound and beautiful mysteries in the 
union of husband and wife within Holy 
Matrimony. Through this sacramental 
life and in this noble vocation man and 
woman create more souls for the glory 
of God, they educate them in the ways 
of salvation, and they work together for 
their own mutual salvation. 

A married couple shares in the act 
of creation which God the Father 
has effected, they participate in a 

…when the Catholic Church weighs in on the 
Seven Deadly Sins, the media jokes about it.
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miraculous incarnation which God the 
Son deigned to undergo, and together 
they inspire and illumine their children 
and others in the work of God the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Church teaches without exception 
that the pleasures of sexual activity 
belong to husband and wife and to 
them alone. Whoever appropriates 
them outside of marriage, or whoever 
abuses them within marriage, brings 
great disorder into the divine plan. 

Sadly, the sexualization of relations 
in our society has gone so far as to 
pervade every aspect of human activity. 
Godless scholars and practitioners even 
attribute a vast majority of our ills to 
deeply seated sexual urges while at the 
same time themselves preaching and 
urging undisciplined sex: lust of the 
highest order. 

The virtues of chastity and moderation 
most oppose lust, but we should also 
keep in mind that all the sins, including 
lust, go back ultimately to pride, the first 
and foremost of the faults that afflict 
us: the sinfully proud person knows 
better than God does, and in despising 
God the prideful soul has misplaced its 
love, and perverted the entire course of 
nature. 

Make correcting that your real hangup. 
This day and every day.

short Notes
¶ Brother Paschal Shea, O.S.B. 
departed this life March 5, 2008. 
He was a member of St. Benedict 
Abbey, Still River. May he rest in 
peace!

¶ A year’s mind Mass for parishioner 
Ronald Jaynes will be offered 
Saturday, April 5th at 9:00 a.M. in the 
convent chapel. Ron was a faithful 
altar server in the congregation. 
May he rest in peace!

¶ Many thanks to all who donated 
funds to help with the cost of 
Easter flowers in the chapel. Your 
generosity is much appreciated.

¶ Ryan Amman and his family took 
honors for traveling the furthest to 
attend the Anglican Use Mass on 
Palm Sunday. With his parents and 
sister, Ryan made the three-plus 
hour trip from their home north of 
Albany, N.Y. Later in the day they 
took in the Boston St. Patrick’s Day 
parade before heading home. Ryan 
is an architect working in Albany.

In May…

¶ Ascension Day is Thursday, May 
1st. It is a holy day of obligation. 
The Anglican Use Mass is at 7:30 
p.M. in the convent chapel.

¶ Our Patronal Feast of Saint 
Athanasius is Friday, May 2nd. 
Solemn Mass and Te Deum will be 
offered in the chapel of St. Theresa 
of Avila Church at 7:30 p.M. A 
reception will follow the Mass.

¶ Pentecost is Sunday, May 11th. 
The Acts 2:1–11 is read in foreign 
languages at the Mass. You are 
invited to be one of the readers. 
Please speak to David Burt. Also, 
please were RED clothing to Mass 
on Pentecost.

C o i n  F o l d e r
Lenten self-denial coin folders 
have been made available to 
parish members. You may use 
these as part of your rule for 
Lent. Please return your filled 
coin folder during Eastertide. 
All proceeds benefit the work of 
Catholic Charities.
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resUrreCtioN: 
the true law of the 

flesh

To see Christ as God and man 
is probably no more difficult 

today than it has always been, even 
if today there seem to be more 
reasons to doubt. For you, it may be 
a matter of not being able to accept 
what you call a suspension of the 
laws of the flesh and the physical, 
but for my part I think that when I 
know what the laws of the flesh and 
the physical really are, then I will 
know what God is. We know them 
as we see them, not as God sees 
them. For me it is the Virgin birth, 
the Incarnation, the Resurrection 
which are the true laws of the flesh 
and the physical. Death, decay, 
destruction are the suspension of 
these laws. I am always astonished 
at the emphasis the Church puts on 
the body. It is not the soul she says 
that will rise but the body, glorified. 
I have always thought that purity 
was the most mysterious of the 
virtues, but it occurs to me that it 

would never have entered the human 
consciousness to conceive of purity 
if we were not to look forward to a 
resurrection of the body, which will 
be flesh and spirit united in peace, 
in the way they were in Christ. The 
resurrection of Christ seems the 
high point in the law of nature…

Flannery O’Connor

¶Flannery O’Connor (d. 1964) became one 
of the most distinctive American writers 
of the twentieth century. This excerpt is 
from The Habit of Being, a collection of 
her letters. The portrait accompanying this 
article is by Jack Coughlin.

CoWleY father 
BeComes priest.

Missionary to United States in Behalf of 
Episcopal “High Church” Movement is 
Converted to Catholicism.

LONDON, April 16—Rev. B. 
W. Maturin, formerly one of the 
Cowley fathers of the Anglican 
church, was ordained to the 
priesthood of the Catholic church 
in the Carmelite convent in 
London on Wednesday last.

Fr. Maturin was one of the priests 
sent to the United States by the 
Cowley fathers as a missionary 
to extend the “High Church” 
movement in the Episcopal church 
in the United States.

He was stationed for a time in 
Philadelphia, where his work 
attracted considerable attention.

¶ Boston Sunday Globe April 17, 1898

God has given commandments 
unto men. From these 
commandments men have framed 
laws by which to be governed. It 
is honorable and praiseworthy to 
serve the people by administering 
these laws faithfully. If the laws 
are not enforced the people are 
not well governed.

From a bas-relief over the  
entrance to City Hall, 

Cambridge.

¶Our thanks to parishioner Eva Murphy 
for this quote. She also pointed out that 
the City of Cambridge thought sufficient 
of this statement to have it fixed to 
the front page of the 1969 Cambridge 
Annual Report.

SOLEMN EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
Fifth Sunday of Easter

April 20, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.
Chapel of St. Theresa of Avila Church

West Roxbury
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BleSSeD John corneliuS

Priest, Religious and Martyr 
(1557–1594)

John Conor O’Mahony, later known 
as John Cornelius, of Bodmin, 

England, suffered expulsion from 
Oxford University for his Catholic 
beliefs. Thereafter he went abroad 
to study for the priesthood, and was 
ordained in Rome. After returning 
to England, he ministered to 
persecuted Catholics of Dorset and 
Devon. He also brought his own 
mother back to the Catholic faith, 
and lodged her with the Arundell 
family that was sheltering him from 
the Elizabethan regime. When in 
April 1594 Father Cornelius was 
discovered by officers searching 
the Arundell residence, he bid his 
mother farewell before going with 
the officers. He was temporarily 
held in the arresting officer's home, 
where he converted the officer’s 
sister-in-law to the Catholic faith. 
Father Cornelius was condemned 
for being a priest. In prison, he took 
the vows of the Society of Jesus. 
At his execution he kissed the feet 
of three Catholic laymen executed 
immediately before him (Blesseds 
Thomas Bosgrave, John Carey, and 
Patrick Salmon). He then kissed the 
scaffold ladder, declaring “O good 
cross, so long desired.”

Reprinted from Magnificat, Issue , Vol. 8, No. 
5, Page 75. With permission of MagnificaT® 
USA, LLC, P. O. Box 822, Yonkers, New York 
10704. To order call 1-866-273-5215 or Web 
site: www.magnificat.com. All rights reserved.

British 
Martyrs

OVER the years 200 men and 
women have been beatified for 

their heroic witness to the Catholic 
Faith in the British Isles during and 
after the Protestant Reformation. Here 
we continue brief mention of some of 
these individual martyrs.

BleSSeD ThoMaS percy

Martyr (1528–1572)

Queen Elizabeth I’s supression 
of the Catholic faith in England 

provoked many Catholics in the 
country’s north to attempt an armed 
rebellion in 1569, the “Rising of 
the North.” The earl Thomas Percy, 
a devout Catholic husband and 
the father of four girls, reluctantly 
joined in the ill-fated uprising, 
insisting that its sole object must be 
the restoration of the Catholic faith. 
The rebellion was swiftly crushed 
and its participants executed by the 
hundreds. Captured in Scotland, 
Thomas devoted his time in prison 
to fasting and prayer, spending 
entire days on his knees. He used 
a compendium of prayers that he 
himself had compiled in his own 
handwriting. Refusing offers of 
pardon if he would deny his faith, 
Thomas was ultimately sent back 
to England and sentenced to death. 
On the night before his beheading, 
he told and attendant urging him to 
rest, “If Christ chided his disciples 
for not watching one hour with him, 
do you wish me, who have so little 
of life left, to sleep for an hour?” 
Thus he spent most of his last night 
in prayer.

The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, 
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent  
Chapel 

10 St. Theresa Ave. 
West Roxbury, Mass. 

(Enter through the side door.)

Sundays  10:30 A.M.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Lounge after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

iN their oWN WorDs

“We’re better Americans by being 
more truly Catholic [because] 
unless we live our Catholic faith 
authentically with our whole heart 
and our whole strength we have 
nothing worthwhile to bring to the 
public debates that will determine 
the course of our nation.”

¶Archbishop Charles Chaput of  
Denver, October 26, 2007. (Speaking  

at the 15th annual meeting of the  
Society of Catholic Social Scientists.)
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel, 
West Roxbury, MA 02132  Pine Lodge 
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine 
Lodge Road.  The side door of the convent is open 
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car:  From the North:  Route 128 to 
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West 
Roxbury.  Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Cen-
tre Street in sight of the church.  At this light bear 
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the 
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.  
From the South:  Route 1 north through Dedham 
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then 
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan:  Cummins High-
way to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St. 
Theresa Ave.
From Boston:  VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street. 
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre 
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street.  Turn left 
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation:  Orange line to 
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus 
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to  
St. Theresa’s.  Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.


