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poems of The Song of Solomon
and understand why they were so
mysteriously incorporated into the
Old Testament. Origen approached
this poetry as an allegory of the
mutual devotion between Christ and
His Church.

the wanton; come back to me, and
thou shalt find welcome.” Origen
was seeing in his understanding of
The Song of Solomon this divine
character trait: a vivid sense of the
love that surmounts all barriers and
holds nothing back.

ondon, England in the Year
of Our Lord 1642 was not
A heart which loves much is the Of course all this Old Testament
providing kind hospitality to either language in which, all through talk is metaphor. God is a pure spirit.
Catholics or Catholic thought and the Old Testament, Almighty God So what was being asserted is that
piety. But in that year a Puritan
if God were a man this is
preacher named Thomas
how the infidelity of His
Goodwin published a
beloved would affect Him.
book with the startling
And then God did become
title The Heart of Christ
a man. And all the divine
in
Heaven
towards
attributes revealed in the
Sinners on Earth. In it the
Old Testament came into
author dwelt in somewhat
focus when “the Word
mystical language on the
became flesh and dwelt
retention by Our Lord
among us.”
Jesus in glory of His
In Christ Jesus, God
human heart and feelings.
saw with human eyes.
The book proved quite
When Jesus stretched
popular.
out His hand to save, it
The modern devotion to
was a human hand He
the Sacred Heart of Jesus
stretched out. And the
arises from the visions
gospels do not hesitate
of Sister Margaret Mary
to describe Our Lord’s
Alacoque in 1676. But
human feelings. When
its antecedents may be
Jesus saw moneychangers
traced well back prior
in the Temple it filled
to 17th-century Protestant London, refers to the apostasies of the Jewish Him with anger. When the seventy
and in fact all the way back to people. When Israel profaned the returned home from their successful
the early theologian and historian marriage contract with Him, the missionary journey Jesus was filled
Origen, who was born in Alexandria Lord recalled them to their promise. with gladness. And we all know the
some time after a.d. 185. Origen Through Jeremiah, God says, “And shortest verse in the Bible. “Jesus
wanted to interpret the human love thou, with many lovers hast played
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wept” at the tomb of His friend
Lazarus. In such ways the gospels
reveal the anger, joys, sorrows,
loves, and disappointments of a
human heart.
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God’s love we want to respond to it
by expressing the love of our own
hearts. That is how it works. And I
speak of what I know.

Our late Holy Father Pope John
Paul II made it possible for me to be
ordained. He saw to it that no stone
was left unturned in the Church’s
zeal for souls, which in my case was
a separated son.

As a sidelight, I recall a Boston
Globe article noting my ordination
was headlined New Priest Breaks
Rules. The beautiful thing is that I
came in through the front door!

There are others who offered
encouragement. Mr. Gerald Reilly
was Chancellor of the Archdiocese
of Boston when he invited me and
my wife to look over some housing
Cardinal Bernard Law also available for us. He said, “Take
made it possible. Not only was a legal pad to make notes…what
he instrumental in promoting the needs painting, new carpeting,
special provision allowing my whatever. We want you and Mrs.
ordination, long before I came on Bradford to feel at home.” It was a
the scene. He also ordained me special moment of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus.
himself, for his own diocese.
Judie Bradford asked me not to say
anything about her today. Suffice it
to say that a month does not pass
without some anguished married
Today I observe ten years as a
Episcopalian priest calling to say
Catholic priest. For some inscrutable
how much he would like to do what
reason Almighty God has thought
I did, but his wife won't let him!
sufficient that I should receive the
That was never true in my case.
graces associated with both Holy
Matrimony and Holy Orders. Lest I
There was Abbott Gabriel Gibbs of
be puffed up in any way, the thought
the Saint Benedict Abbey, who with
occurs to me often that it may be
his community had been praying
my need of grace is greater! It is a
for us. After we were received, we
sobering thought.
were invited to a big welcoming
So it is not a surprise that even
after the Protestant Reformation
evangelicals such as Thomas
Goodwin could never bring
themselves to deny the love of
Jesus in His manhood. The Sacred
Heart is an aspect of devotion
too deeply seated at the core of
the Christian revelation. It is too
moving, and too reasonable, to ever
be denied expression. And this fact
was something I discovered to my
delight in the appropriation of so
many English Protestant hymns for
use in The Liturgy of the Hours.

But a day does not end with the
setting of the sun that I do not give
thanks for the exceptional privilege
that has been bestowed upon me.
You will not be surprised when I
say that often the thought occurs in
the Mass. And that, by the working
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on His
sons and daughters, it was such a
joyous and gracious journey and
transition. The Heart of Jesus is the
source of holiness, and our devotion
to It bestows a deeper insight into
that Divine Love. By devotion
we gain a surer confidence in that
Love, and as we see something of

The Parable of the Sower is the
Sunday Gospel for July 13, 2008.
“We are all followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus
describes one type of follower as receiving
His Word among thorns: ‘that is he who
hears the word, but the cares of the world
and the delight in riches choke the word and
it proves unfruitful.’ So we are warned.”

from a sermon by Father Bradford
July 11, 1999

party for us. So we hired a bus to
take the whole congregation out
to Still River, and were treated to
a set-down dinner complete with
flowers and candlelight and wine
and a strolling violinist! There are
pictures of that happy occasion. Fr
Peter Connelly, OSB, is here this
evening representing that splendid
Benedictine community.

Bishop Lawrence Riley, of blessed
memory, had visited my little flock
for Candlemas, coming early and
staying late, and then, when the time
came, ordained me deacon. He and the
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Still River monks participated in the as Deacon of the Mass, Fr. Cornell,
ordination Mass ten years ago today.
and Fr. Davison. So I have come to
The banner of St. Athanasius appreciate in so many ways how
hanging in the sanctuary this evening the Sacred Heart of Jesus is the
is a reminder of two older Catholic source of holiness and inspires us
ladies from Galesburg, Illinois, a to respond in love. If a court of law
small town near the Mississippi were convened to establish the fact,
River, and whom I never met. They I just might be “exhibit A.”
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becomes the heart of our hearts, in
which our being finds its center at
one and the same time unified and
all-embracing.” The Eternal Year,
London, 1964.

Our hope for the Church, for those
outside the Church, for the world,
for our loved ones, and for our own
had heard of my conversion and
In 1964 the great German theologian souls, is in the faithfulness of the
pending ordination and they made Karl Rahner wrote, “Only in this Heart of Jesus.
this banner, which arrived just in heart do we know who God wills
Father Bradford
time for my first Mass.
to be for us. Only by it, the heart of
¶This sermon was preached by Father
When I arrived at St. Theresa Christ, is the riddle, into which all Bradford on the Solemnity of the Sacred
of Avila Parish I experienced the wisdom of the world leads us, Heart, May 30, 2008. That day was the
immediately the warmth, kindness changed into the mystery of love that tenth anniversary of his ordination as a
gladdens and blesses. In Catholic priest.
“…in the heart of Christ our heart the heart of Christ our
heart is all-knowing
knows that it is one with the heart because it knows the
of God.”
one fact without which
all knowledge is vanity
and encouragement of Msgr. William and spiritual nuisance and without
Helmick, and the acceptance of the which all the practical experience of
RECTORY COOKOUT
wonderful parish family. Within a our heart causes only despair; in the
Sunday, July 20th after Mass
very few weeks of my arrival the heart of Christ our heart knows that
767 West Roxbury Parkway
doorbell rang at home, and there, it is one with the heart of God. It
from Msgr. Helmick was a lovely knows that it is one with the heart of
The parish will supply
arrangement of flowers to Judie God in which even the thief and the
hamburgers/brats/soft drinks
Bradford on her birthday. It was murderer find pardon, one with the
and paper supplies.
the first time he had sent flowers to heart in which our deepest, darkest
the wife of one of his curates! And nights are transformed into days,
Sign up for a dish to pass or
he probably took us to dinner to because he has endured the nights
RSVP 617-325-5232.
celebrate the day.
with us. It knows that it is one with
In 1970 my needy little soul was the heart in which everything is
provided a kind and wise pastor transformed into the one love. If All beings pay you homage,
those that think and those that
in my first parish. In the heavenly he is our heart, our diversity can
cannot.
counsels the evidence is that I have enter into the apartness of God
without
being
burned
to
nothing
The universal desire, the groannot made much progress! Twentyin
it.
In
him
our
dispersion
can
be
ing of all creation, aspires
eight years later my needy little soul
collected
without
being
confined
towards you. Towards you all
was again assigned to a wise and
and
constricted,
our
heart
can
gush
beings that can read your unikind and patient pastor.
forth into the expanse of the world
verse raise a hymn of silence.
It has meant much to me, perhaps without being lost.
The movement of the universe
more than I can say, also to have
surges toward you;
worked in a busy parish with priests The heart of Jesus is God's heart Of all beings you are the goal,
like Fr. MacEwen, Fr. Charles in the world, in which alone the
you who are beyond all things.
Higgins who is here this evening world finds its God as its blessed
St. Gregory of Nazianzus (c. 330–89)
mystery, in which alone God
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ON GLOBAL
WARMING

Contra Mundum

uncertainties rather than certainties, Some allege preachers raise their
and so its forecasts and predictions voices when they have a weak
can be spectacularly wrong.
point. It has never worked for me
and it doesn’t work in science and
he drought this year has been In the 1970s some scientists were politics.
particularly cruel in the coun- predicting a new ice age because of
George Cardinal Pell
try. Not simply because this is the global cooling. Today other scientists
The Sunday Telegraph
seventh year and most farmers are are predicting an apocalypse because
October 29, 2007
broke, but because there were good of global warming. It is no disrespect
to
science
or
scientists
to
take
these
early rains. Hopes were high, but
¶Cardinal Pell is Archbishop of Sydney,
latest claims with a grain of salt.
nothing followed.
Australia.
The climate has changed, but Uncertainties on climate change
SHORT NOTES
Australia has long known terrible abound. Temperatures in Greenland
droughts. I suspect it was not only were higher in the 1940s than they @ Many thanks to Fr. Charles J.
distance that precluded a large popu- are today, and the Kangerlussuaq Higgins for being our preacher at
lation before European settlement, glacier there is not shrinking but Evensong on the Solemnity of SS.
when only a few hundred thousand growing in size.
Peter & Paul. Fr. Higgins is Pastor of
aborigines had the
The journal American Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Parish
skill to survive our
Scientist has recently in Newton.
harsh environment.
published a study on the
melting glacier on Mt @ Next Evensong is at 5:00 p.m. on
But is human indusSunday, July 20th in the chapel of St.
Kilimanjaro.
The
study
trial activity making
confirms that air temper- Theresa Church, West Roxbury.
the weather worse? Are we on the
brink of a man-made catastrophe? ature around the glacier continues to @ The Convent Chapel is now airCould we do anything to change be below freezing, so it is not melting conditioned! We have units installed
global weather patterns, even in the because of global warming. Instead, in the hallway and sacristy windows
unlikely eventuality that the Great the melt pattern of the glacier is and these cool down the chapel to a
Powers agreed and society could af- consistent with the effect of direct comfortable level even on hot days.
ford it? These are big and different radiant heat from the sun. Human @ Magnificat magazine is hosting a
activity can’t be blamed for that.
questions.
Pilgrimage of Hope on the weekend
The
day
before
Al
Gore
was
awardof October 11–12 at the Boston
I am a believer in the Catholic
ed
the
Nobel
Peace
Prize
with
the
Convention and Exhibition Center.
understanding of faith and morals. I
Intergovernmental
Panel
on
Climate
Registration forms are available in
reserve my leaps of faith for religion,
Change,
the
English
High
Court
the rear of the chapel or online at
e.g., the Incarnation and Redempruled
that
DVDs
of
his
documentary
www.pilgrimageofhope.com.
tion. I am certainly skeptical about
An
Inconvenient
Truth
cannot
be
extravagant claims of impending
@ Next month the Feast of the Transman-made climatic catastrophes, be- shown in schools without teachers figuration will be celebrated on
providing additional materials to
cause the evidence is insufficient.
Wednesday, August 6th, with Solemn
correct nine “significant errors” in
Scientific debate is not decided by the film. Among them were claims Mass at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel of St.
any changing consensus, even if it is that Pacific atolls are being evacuated Theresa Church.
endorsed by public opinion. Climate because of rising sea levels and that @ The Solemnity of the Assumption
change has always been occurring. polar bears are drowning because of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be
Science is a process of experimen- they have to swim up to 60 miles to celebrated with a Solemn Mass on
th
tation, debate, and respect for all the find ice. The court found there is “no Friday, August 15 , at 7:30 p.m. in the
convent chapel. This is a holy day of
evidence. Often it is dealing with evidence” to support either claim.
obligation.
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A Contribution to the
Sex Education Debate
from Pope Pius XI

the law of the mind, of which Paul
the Apostle speaks (Romans 7:23);
and by blindly denying what we
have learned from daily experience,
that young people in particular more
uch more pernicious are those often fall into immorality not beentirely naturalistic ideas or cause of defective knowledge, but
teachings which invade the field of rather because of weakness of a will
education in that most delicate mat- exposed to allurements, and lacking
ter of purity of morals and chastity. divine helps.
Far and wide and very numerous are
In this extremely delicate matter, if,
they who foolishly and recklessly all things thoroughly considered, it
guard and promote a type of edu- may be necessary that some adolescation which is repugnantly called cent be counseled at an appropriate
“sexual”, wherein they think they time by those to whom God has comcan inoculate young people from mitted the duty of rearing children
pleasure and sensuality using merely and who have the proper graces,
natural methods, free of every help of every precaution and appropriate
religion and piety, with no distinction conduct must be employed. Such
as to sex and even in group settings, precautions are well known in traby initiating them and providing ditional Christian education, which
them with hazardous information; Antonianus fittingly describes in
and worse still, by exposing them these words:
at the earliest age that opportunity
“Such sadly is our weakness and
offers, in order to accustom them,
propensity to sin, that often measo they say, and as it were to harden
sures considered as a remedy for sin,
them against such dangers.
themselves provide an incitement to
Such persons grievously err by and occasion for sin. Hence it is of
refusing to recognize the inborn the highest importance that a prudent
weakness of human nature and that father, if ever he may discuss such
law in our members warring against delicate matters with his son, should

M

¶ Confirmation classes are ongoing and meet
several times each month, usually on Thursdays
with the Chaplain, in the St. Theresa Rectory. A
syllabus is available.

be well on his guard not to descend
to details, nor refer to the individual
ways by which this horrible pestilence has infected such a large part of
the world with its poison; lest while
attempting to extinguish the flame of
desire, he may rather arouse in the
tender heart of the child what was
hitherto dormant, or he may wholly
enkindle it. Generally speaking,
when children are being brought
up, it suffices to employ those aids
which bring purity into their hearts
and at the same time keep them from
contrary vices.”
Excerpts from the Encyclical Divini illius
Magistri as published in Acta Apostolicae
Sedis, 1930 vol. xxii, n.2-22-2-930.
¶ Pius XI’s prohibition is the magisterium’s
most authoritative ruling on classroom
sex-ed, and is still binding in conscience
and in mind.
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THOUGHTS ON
DEMOCRACY

I think it undeniable that democrats,
like Christians, are made, not born.
The ethos of democracy has to be
mericans have been power- learned. Christian personalism, and
fully reminded in recent years a Christian analysis of the human
that you cannot have a democracy condition, can powerfully promote
without a sufficient number of dem- attitudes toward “the other” that are
ocrats: without a sufficient critical essential to the democratic ethos,
mass of men and women who have and thus to the proper functioning
internalized the habits of the heart of the democratic experiment.
and the habits of the mind—the
George Weigel
virtues, if you will—that are essenSoul of the World
tial to democratic self-governance. ¶ George Weigel is president of the Ethics
Contrary to some of the expecta- and Public Policy Center in Washington,
tions of the past, American democ- D.C.
racy is not “a machine that will run
OUR NATURE’S
itself.” The machine can, for a time,
compensate for the inadequacies of
SOLITARY BOAST
the citizenry. But over the long haul,
the machine needs mechanics—and
ount Carmel [is] a solitary
mechanics of a certain cast of mind
outcrop of the everlasting
and soul—to make it work such
hills that stand round about Jerusathat the machinery serves the ends
lem; surrounded as it is by valleys
of human flourishing. The machine
and plains, its very isolation makes
needs mechanics who will continue
it more impressive. Immortal eyes
to affirm the superiority of this kind
have rested on that sight. “These
of machine over others, because of
things do not change,” writes a rehow they conceive their own moral
cent traveler, “and Jesus Christ
worth and that of their neighbors.
must have known these rocks and
Certainly Christian orthodoxy does these hills. Looking back, the great
not constitute the only set of reli- plain stretching to the sky and the
gious and moral warrants capable outward thrust spur of Carmel are
of turning tyrants, which is what we intensely significant.”
all are at birth, into democrats. But
And we know that if Carmel is a

A
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solitary outcrop of those old hills,
our blessed Lady was, in something
the same way, a solitary throwback
to the innocence of her first parents. Rising suddenly above the
groveling level to which Adam’s
fault had reduced our common human clay, she challenges heaven in
the lonely isolation of her purity;
all other sanctities must seem petty
eminences compared to this. Our
tainted nature’s solitary boast, she
recalls to us, across all those centuries, the first beginning of our race,
and the privileges that went with it.
When our Lord Jesus Christ looked
across the plain from his home in
Nazareth, he could see, beyond the
plain that lay parched at his feet, the
cool heights of Carmel against the
sunset. When our Lord Jesus Christ
looked at the world his hands had
made, and saw, for he could see all,
the passions of greed and lust and
envy that ruled in the hearts of his
fellow men, he could see one heart
that was fresh with the freshness of
the world’s springtime, and that was
his blessed Mother’s. Her head was
like Carmel, towering in its spiritual
stature above the world which knew
her so little.
Ronald Knox
Pastoral Sermons
¶ Msgr. Knox was a British apologist, writer, and convert from Anglicanism.
¶ The optional memorial of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel is Wednesday, July 16th.
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British
Martyrs

VER the years 200 men and women
have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief
mention of some of these individual
martyrs.

Blesseds John Thules and Roger
Wrenno
Martyrs (c. 1568–1616)

J

ohn Thules, of Whalley, England,
was ordained a priest in Rome
around the age of twenty-four. Returning to England, he served his
country’s persecuted Catholics for
over twenty years. In Lancashire,
he was arrested by the Protestant
authorities and imprisoned with a
Catholic weaver, Roger Wrenno.
Father Thules converted four thieves
imprisoned with them. The priest
and Roger were sentenced to death
for their faith. After Father Thules
had been executed by drawing and
quartering, Roger was placed in the
noose to begin his execution, but the
rope broke, sending him tumbling
to the ground, still alive. The sheriff
immediately offered him a second
chance to escape death if he would
agree to deny his faith. But instead,
Roger, who had apparently experienced a supernatural vision, ran
to the scaffold ladder and eagerly
scaled it, telling the sheriff, “If you
had seen that which I have just now
seen, you would be as much in haste
to die as I am now.” He was thereupon hanged.
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Reprinted from Magnificat, March 2005, Vol.
6 No. 14, Page 245. With permission of Magni
ficat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

Blessed John Boste
Priest and Martyr (1544–1594)

A

convert to the Catholic faith,
John Boste, of Dufton, England, was ordained a priest in Reims,
France, in 1581. Thereafter he served
England’s persecuted Catholics for
over a decade. In the end, Father
Boste was betrayed by a man pretending to be a devout Catholic, who
sacrilegiously received Holy Communion from the priest so as to gain
his trust. In the Tower of London,
Father Boste was tortured so brutally
on a rack that he was permanently
crippled. In July of 1594, he was
condemned to death by drawing and
quartering for being a priest. As he
ascended the three steps to the scaffold on July 24, Father Boste paused
on each step to recite successively
the three portions of the Marian
prayer, the Angelus. Anticipating
the horrific manner of his execution,
he told those present, “My head and
quarters will preach every day on
your gates and walls the truth of the
Catholic faith.” Having survived the
initial hanging, he was still conscious
as an executioner plunged a dagger
into his chest to disembowel him. In
his final moments, the priest prayed
for his executioner, exclaiming, “Jesus forgive you!”
Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2007, Vol.
8 No. 5, Page 343. With permission of Magni
ficat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

St Thomas the Apostle
This engraving by Albrecht Durer is dated 1514. Notice the pose of the apostle’s
head, showing his initial attitude of doubt
towards the existence of the Risen Christ.
And the lance is a reminder of the wound
made in the Lord’s side, into which Thomas was asked to thrust his hand and thereby
convince himself of the reality of the Resurrection.
The Feast of Saint Thomas the Apostle is
Thursday, July 3rd.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 A.M.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Lounge after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light bear
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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