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P

rimo Levi, the Jewish Italian
chemist and writer, spoke of
his survival of Auschwitz in terms
of “millennial anger.” Many people
struggle with anger, and the subject
comes up frequently in the confessional. But it is not anger itself which
is sinful—only what we might do
with that anger if we allow it to become the driving force in destructive,
negative, vindictive behavior.
Anger, after all, is (according to the
dictionary) simply “a strong feeling
of extreme displeasure,” and there
are some things about which we
should feel very strongly. Among
them is the reckless contemporary
destruction of the great Judeo-Christian moral tradition which is the basis
of Western civilization.
A few days ago, Joanna Bogle, the
British writer and journalist, posted
this item on her blog:
“Today our country walked into the
valley of the shadow of death. Parliament has voted that a family does
not consist of a mother and father
who transmit life to their children. It
banned any statement that a family
needs a father, and agreed that two
lesbians who want a child can decide
to have one using artificial means.
It rejected calls to tighten up the

http://www.locutor.net
abortion law even after hearing the
descriptions of how children are dismembered as small perfectly-formed
babies at 22 weeks. It passed legislation which treats a human person
as something that can be used for a
utilitarian purpose.
“If someone, in whatever civilization replaces ours, writes about these
days, those who passed this legislation will be treated with savagery.
The evil that will result from what
Parliament has now permitted is clear
enough even at this stage—but it
will generate more evil, and terrible
things will be done.
“No civilization has ever survived,
let alone prospered, when it failed
to understand that human beings
are at the heart of it all, that human
existence has a value. Nor can any
civilization work that is based on a
lie: and everyone knows that it is a
lie to pretend that human life is not
generated through the union of a man
and a woman, and that this creates a
family.
“Today the sun shone, and the London evening paper had headlines
about whether the latest Royal wedding should have been featured in
Hello! magazine, and the BBC ran
a football match as its main story.
And the nation which once helped to
take the Christian Gospel to distant
lands, and stood against neighboring
tyranny in the face of terrible odds,

and produced some of the world’s
most glorious literature, closed its
face to its own future…”
And someone posted this comment:
“My little boy wondered why I was
crying when I turned off the radio
this morning.”
In an article in the (London) Spectator (May 10, 2008), the “gay”
Anglican bishop, Gene Robinson,
is reported as saying: “The Anglican tradition is uniquely capable of
holding two seemingly contradictory
ideas together. Its position on abortion, for example, is that all human
life is sacred. And, that no one has
the right to tell a woman what to do
with her body.”
What absolute, pathetic garbage.
The logical principle of non-contradiction, a basic philosophical concept
identified by Aristotle, is defined
as the idea that two opposed things
cannot both be true. Aristotle put it
that, “One cannot say of something
that it is and that it is not in the same
respect and at the same time.” It is
not possible, for example, for a person to both be in a room and not in a
room at the same time. This principle
is regarded by philosophers as one of
the three first principles of rational
thought, without which no assertion
of any truth is possible. Many Christian philosophers have noted that
the moral chaos in western societies
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has stemmed from the 20th century’s
abandonment of this principle as the
guiding force of politics and religion.
Robinson is, of course, a long-time
supporter of abortion. In 2005, he
addressed Planned Parenthood’s fifth
annual prayer breakfast in Washington. He said then that the only way to
defend the pro-abortion mind set is
to reach out religiously, saying, “Our
defense against religious people has
to be a religious defense…We must
use people of faith to counter the
faith-based arguments against us.”
How can this man claim to be
a Christian, let alone an absurd
“bishop”, without any obligation to
the great and noble Judeo-Christian
commitment to the Gospel of Life
rather than to darkness, doom, destruction and death. Has Robinson
not read in the Talmud: “He who does
not engage in propagation of the race
is as though he has shed blood?” We
cannot make peace with the barrenness of contraception, abortion and
homosexuality, precisely because
these evils deny the most fundamental, God-given principle. They
contradict life, fruitfulness, hope;
and they deny the family, which
exists to cooperate with God in the
procreation of life.
But we remember that it was the
1930 Lambeth Conference of the
bishops of the Anglican Communion
which first opened the door to artificial contraception—before which
watershed event all Christians had
been united in their condemnation
of it. Now the Catholic Church alone
witnesses unequivocally to the indissolubility of marriage (as that term
has ever been understood) and to the
inviolable sanctity of life.
“And the Lord said, ‘Do you do
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well to be angry?’” Yes, we do. We
have much more reason than Jonah
to be angry, for we are witnesses to
the thoughtless and cynical assault
upon all that has been achieved, often
with such pain and difficulty, over
millennia by God’s faithful people.
But let our anger be constructive
and purposeful, united in prayer and
action in the service of the Gospel
of Life.
Father Allan Hawkins

¶Fr. Allan R. G. Hawkins is Pastor of the
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Arlington,
Texas. This article appeared in Salve!, the
parish paper, on June 6, 2008.

CARDINAL BRADY
CALLS FOR A
EUROPE OF
VALUES

I

n comments from Rome that could
be equally a warning to the United
States, Cardinal Sean Brady, Primate
of All-Ireland, noted that the economic-driven European Union needs
to respect Catholic Church teaching
on ethical issues such as marriage
and euthanasia.
“Put simply, people of religious
faith who may be natural enthusiasts
of the concept of a European Union,
increasingly approach European
developments with skepticism,” the
Cardinal said.

THE
TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
Wednesday, August 6, 2008
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Chapel of
St. Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
7:30 p.m.

“They have an expectation that
a secular, relativist and utilitarian
approach dominates ethical considerations. It would appear that the
right to maintain a distinctive ethos
in religious institutions is constantly
under threat. Issues such as the nature
of marriage, the family or the origin
and end of life have to be constantly
defended against a dominant centralizing and standardizing tendency.”
from an article in the Irish Family Press
25th April–1st May, 2008
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Our condolences go to Fr. Thomas
Morris, and his son, on the death of
his wife Deborah in mid-July. Mrs.
Morris, who suffered a lengthy illness, was 54. May she rest in peace.
Fr. Morris assists Fr. James Hiles in
the ministry at St. Paul's Anglican
parish in Brockton.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Friday, August 15, 2008
Holy Day of Obligation
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
Convent Chapel
7:30 p.m.

The Assumption
of Mary

while. And not only do we see that,
but we ourselves do the same; we
ourselves, although we have already
hen the dogma of the Assump- begun to reap our spiritual harvest,
tion was defined a friend of groan in our hearts, waiting for that
mine, a very intelligent Mohammed- adoption which is the ransoming of
an, congratulated me on the gesture our bodies from their slavery.” That
which the Holy Father had made; a transformation of our material bodies
gesture (said he) against materialism. to which we look forward one day
And I think he was right. When our has been accomplished—we know
Lord took his blessed Mother, soul it now for certain—in her.
and body, into heaven, he did honor When the Son of God came to
to the poor clay of which our human earth, he came to turn our hearts
bodies are fashioned. It was the first away from earth, Godwards. And as
step toward reconciling all things in the traveler, shading his eyes while
heaven and earth to his eternal Father, he contemplates some long vista of
towards making all things new. “The scenery, searches about for a human
whole of nature,” Saint Paul tells us, figure that will give him the scale of
“groans in a common travail all the those distant surroundings, so we,

W

with dazzled eyes looking Godwards,
identify and welcome one purely
human figure, close to his throne.
One ship has rounded the headland,
one destiny is achieved, one human
perfection exists. And as we watch it,
we see God clearer, see God greater,
through this masterpiece of his dealings with mankind.
Ronald Knox
Pastoral Sermons

¶Msgr. Ronald Knox (1888–1957) was the
son of the Anglican Bishop of Manchester
and had been Anglican Chaplain at Oxford
before entering the Catholic Church in 1917.
Later, he spent thirteen years as chaplain to
the Catholic students at Oxford. The London
Times called Knox “one of the outstanding
figures of his generation.”
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SHORT NOTES
@ Fr James J. O’Driscoll will be our
celebrant and preacher on Sunday,
August 31st, and Sunday, September
7th. He is a good friend of the
Congregation and has often assisted
at Mass and at Evensong. He was
ordained in 1979, and has served
parishes in Mattapan, Marlboro,
Allston, Gloucester, Medford, and
is currently parochial vicar in Holy
Family Parish, Rockland. He also
spent five years in a Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Byzantine Rite monastery
in northern California. Several
members of our congregation
took part in Fr. O’Driscoll’s 25th
anniversary Mass in St Clement’s
Church, Medford in 2004. We are
glad to have him with us.
@ David Burt has made arrangements
for an Anglican Use Evensong
in the Catholic parish at Woods
Hole at 5 p.m. on Sunday, August
17th. Any parishioners who plan to
attend are also invited to a luncheon
at David’s home, Glastonbury
Cottage, in Teaticket, at 2 p.m. But
please call David to let him know
you are coming, and for directions.
Telephone is 508.444.6657.
@ Travelling parishioners during the
summer have included Dr. Philip
Crotty, who spent two weeks in

A

nyone who wishes to provide
summer flowers for the sanctuary,
please speak to Fr. Bradford so that we
will not have duplicating flowers one
week and none the next! You may take
your arrangement home with you after
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England and especially for the 550th
anniversary celebration of Magdalen
College, Oxford, his alma mater.
@ Cardinal Sean O’Malley has a
weekly email service as a new way
of communicating with Catholics
throughout the Archdiocese of
Boston. There will be messages
from the Cardinal, official press
releases, links to stories in The
Pilot, new programs from Catholic
TV, resources for Mass and Prayer,
and much other information to
deepen Catholic faith life. You may
sign up for the weekly email at
www.Boston200.org.
@ In September: Evensong &
Benediction on Holy Cross Day,
Sunday, September 14th. The service
is at 5:00 p.m.
@ Sunday, September 21st, our annual
joint Evensong with St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Brockton, at the
Chapel of Mary, Stonehill College,
Easton. The service is at 4:00 p.m.,
followed by a reception.
@ We observe the eleventh
anniversary of the Congregation of
St. Athanasius with a Solemn Mass
on Saint Michael’s Day, Monday,
September 29th. The Mass is in
the chapel of St. Theresa of Avila
Parish, West Roxbury. A reception
will follow the service. The Mass is
at 7:30 p.m.

the Sunday Mass. Readers who live
away from Boston could reserve a date
and direct their florist to send an arrangement to us c/o St. Theresa’s Church, 10
St. Theresa Aveneue, West Roxbury,
MA 02132.

THE
TRANSFERRING
UP OF THE
MOTHER OF GOD

O

n a Sunday near 15 August,
the Armenian Church year
celebrates one of its five great
Tabernacle feasts. The Western
Church call this commemoration
the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Most of the
Eastern Churches speak of her
Dormition, her “falling asleep”.
The specific Armenian title is
Verapoxumn srboy Astuacacnin,
the “transferring up” of the Holy
Mother of God.
When our Blessed Lady passed
from this earthly life, she was
taken up bodily into Heaven,
where she lovingly intercedes
for us with her Son, our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Her presence
in Heaven, body and soul, signals
for us the assurance that we too, at
the great second Coming of God,
will be joined to our glorified
bodies and, according to our just
deservings, will live forever in
the joys of Heaven or in eternal
punishment.
Many beautiful depictions
attempt to express this undeniable

						
truth of faith: Western art shows
Mary rising into the clouds
surrounded by angels; Eastern icons
show her body surrounded by the
Apostles, Christ holding her soul
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
a candle which signifies the Light
to whom she gave worldly birth.
Some historians report that when
the Apostles opened her tomb to let
a latecomer take his farewell, her
body was not there, and the tomb
was filled with roses. The Armenian
church sings in its Gradual hymn:
“We praise you who intercedes for
us confessors, who led a spotless
life in the flesh, who was shrouded
this day by the Apostles, and who,
by divine ordinance was taken into
the Kingdom of your Son and our
God.”
Heaven and life in God is there
for each of us to attain through the
mercies of God, through the sacrifice
brought by His only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in our Mother,
the Church, through our own faith
and prayers and godly actions, and
through the prayers of the Virgin
Mary and of all the saints who have
gone before us.
For reasons connected with the
agricultural season, the Armenian
Church binds up this celebration
of P‘oxumn with the blessing of
grapes. Mary is the branch from
whom was harvested the cluster of
grapes (Jesus Christ) to bring joy to
us who sorrow because of the fruit
which Adam and Eve took from the
tree of knowledge.
Dance in chorus, children of
the church,
to bless with song so sweet,
that blessed cluster of grapes,
the Holy Virgin.
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who prunes the vine and cuts off the
branches that do not bear fruit, and
these are cast into the fire.

In the bidding of the deacon and
in the blessing prayers of the priest,
written by the Armenian church
father Nerses Shnorhali for this
ceremony, all these figures interact:
The Armenian Church asks for
God’s blessing on the fruits of the
vine, the pleasure of food and drink,
Abel, the son of Adam, offered and health in body and soul. All
his first fruits to the Lord and was these good things are given to us in
slain in jealousy by his brother the death of Christ upon the Cross
Cain, whose offering seemed less and in His rising again to new life.
We pray for these blessings through
acceptable.
Our patriarch Noah, when his ark the intercession of His Mother Mary,
reached land after forty days afloat who brought into this world the very
in the Flood—on Mount Ararat Fruit of life and immortality, our
in Armenia, as tradition insists— Lord Jesus Christ.
On the third day of creation, God
planted grapes.
The great high priest Melchisedek made the earth bring forth plants
offered wine and bread as a and herbs for the service of man
prefiguring of the Holy Sacrifice of and animal. And when we had lost
this garden of delights through the
the Mass.
disobedience of Adam and Eve,
The people of Israel sang and God showed His fatherly love for
danced in the vineyards during the mankind by sending His onlygreat Tabernacle Feast of Weeks; the begotten Son, a branch from the
fullness of the harvest and a bounty root of Jesse, “so that from the
of wine served as a sign of God’s immaculate Virgin Mary a fitting
pleasure. As Isaiah prophesies:
fragrant blossom might come forth,
Nor shall the sons of foreignand so that fruit would be borne
ers drink your wine in which
for the life and immortality of our
you have labored…and those
mortal nature,” borne upon the tree
that gather it shall drink it in
of the Cross. This was God’s second
the courtyards of my sanctucreation, when He made all things
ary.
new.
But of all the images which bear on
this celebration, the most immediate
one appears in the Holy Gospel read
at the ceremony of the Blessing of
Grapes.
In John 15, Jesus compares
Himself to a vine, the true vine,
and His followers are the branches.
His heavenly Father is the vintner,

In that second creation the blood of
the fruit of the vine became the very
substance of Christ’s living blood. At
the Last Supper Jesus took it in His
hands and blessed it saying, “This is
my Blood of a new covenant, which
is poured forth for you and for many,
unto the remission and forgiveness
of sins.”
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When we ask God’s special blessing
upon the fruit of His first and second
creations, the new clusters of grapes
and when we partake of them, we
also receive that special blessing
and make it ours in spirit.
God’s blessing, lived in truth,
brings us immortality and makes
each moment of our lives an instance
of God’s glory in the world, and an
invitation to others to join us in the
dance of the angels.
We fall down before you, Mother
of God,
and we beseech you, immaculate
Virgin Mary:
Intercede for us
and beseech your only-begotten
Son
to deliver us from temptation
and from all our tribulations.
Revd. Deacon Michael Connolly
¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael Connolly teaches
linguistics in Boston College and serves
primarily as Archdeacon at Holy Cross
Armenian Catholic Church in Belmont. He
assists frequently in the Anglican Use.
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fellowship of the Divine Master.

above all. He who God has seen and
When we say God’s ways are not heard, that he testified…he whom
like our ways, one of the things we God has sent, speaks the words
mean by that is that His generosity is of God; for God does not give the
quite unlike our penchant for score Spirit by measure. The Father loves
settling and getting ahead at the the Son; and he has given all things
expense of others. I suppose some into his hand. He that believed in the
people will continue to ask “what Son, has life everlasting; but he that
good is the Kingdom of Heaven if believes not in the Son, shall not see
everybody else is there too?” But life; but the wrath of God abides on
those are the people, Jesus says, who him.”
These are the last words of the
will have to find another vineyard.
Precursor.
By them he achieves his
¶from a sermon on Matthew 20:1–16 by
Father Bradford in St. Theresa of Avila work of preparing souls to receive
Church, August 20, 2003. the Messias. Indeed, when the Incarnate Word, who alone can speak the
JOHN THE BAPTIST words from on high because he is
ever in sinu Patris, begins his pubohn’s holiness appears so great lic mission as the Savior, John will
that the Jews come to ask him disappear; he will no longer bear
if he is the looked-for Christ. But testimony to the Truth save with the
he, forestalled as he is with divine shedding of his blood.
favors, protests that he is but “the The Christ, whom he announced,
voice of one crying in the wilder- has come at last; he is that Light
ness, make straight the way of the unto which John bore testimony,
Lord.”
and all those who believe in that

J

The other prophets only saw the
Messias afar off; he points him out
in person and in terms so clear that
LABORERS IN
all sincere hearts understand them:
THE VINEYARD
“Behold the Lamb of God,” beow many of us would complain hold the one who is the object of all
of the eleventh hour deathbed the desires of the human race, beconversion of a sinner who is thereby cause he “takes away the sins of the
given the full rights of the Catholic world.” Ecce Agnus Dei. You do not
Church? None of us, I hope. But yet know him, although he is in the
these laborers in the parable were midst of you: Medius vestrum stetit
something like that. It was as if the quem vos nescitis. He is greater
happiness in their ability to put bread than I, for he was before me; he is
on the table that night was contingent so great that I am not even worthy
upon someone else not being able to loose the latchet of his shoe; so
to feed his family. If I have all that great, that “I saw the Spirit coming
I need, or agreed to, why should I down, as a dove from heaven, and he
be jealous that others have it also? remained upon him... and I saw, and
Surely our happiness does not de- I gave testimony that this is the Son
pend upon the loss of others? Rather, of God.” What more has he yet to
the source of our happiness is in the say? “He that comes from above, is

H

Light have life everlasting. It is to
him alone to whom it must be said:
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.”
Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B.
Christ in His Mysteries
¶Blessed Columba Marmion was abbot
of the Benedictine Abbey at Maredsous in
Belgium. He went to our Lord in 1923.
The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist is
remembered on August 29th.
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British
Martyrs

VER the years 200 men and women
have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief
mention of some of these individual
martyrs.

BLESSED EDMUND SYKES
Priest and Martyr (c. 1587)

E

dmund Sykes, of Leeds,
England, studied for the
priesthood in Reims, France.
Several months after his ordination
in February of 1581, he set out for
England to serve in his native region
of Yorkshire. Father Sykes exerted
himself so strenuously in the care of
souls that his health began to falter.
An informer found in Father Sykes’
illness an opportunity to betray the
priest to the Elizabethan authorities.
Following his arrest, Father Sykes
wavered in his resolve, yielding
to his captors’ demand that he
attend a Protestant church service.
Nonetheless, he firmly refused
to take the anti-papal oath of
supremacy. He was imprisoned and
later banished from the country. The
exiled Father Sykes now embarked
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upon a pilgrimage to Rome in
atonement for his brief lapse. While
in Rome, he perceived that God
willed for him to return to England.
Entering the country in secret, he
resumed his priestly labors there.
Six months later, he was betrayed
to the Elizabethan regime by a
member of his own family. Father
Sykes was put to death by drawing
and quartering for being a priest.
Reprinted from Magnificat, March 2007, Vol.
8 No. 14, Page 328. With permission of Magni
ficat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

BLESSED ROBERT MORTON
Priest and Martyr (c. 1547-1588)

R

obert Morton, of Bawtry,
England, journeyed to France
to begin studies for the priesthood.
Subsequently
he
suspended
these studies, perhaps because of
indecision regarding his vocation,
or possibly as a consequence of
the death of his father around the
beginning of 1575. In any event,
about twelve years later, Robert
resumed his preparation for the
clerical state, and was ordained to
the priesthood in Reims, France,
in June of 1587. In a letter written
three days after his ordination,
Father Morton describes his priestly
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vocation as that of “absolving,
reconciling, and exercising all
other sacraments” for the honor of
God and “the comfort of afflicted
souls.” Less than three weeks later,
he embarked for England to serve
his fellow Catholics persecuted
under Queen Elizabeth I. Soon
after reaching his destination, he
was arrested. Father Morton was
condemned to death by drawing
and quartering for being a priest. He
suffered martyrdom together with
the Catholic layman (Blessed) Hugh
More on August 28, 1588.
Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2007, Vol.
9 No. 6, Page 388. With permission of Magni
ficat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 Seminary
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 or Web site:
www.magnificat.net. All rights reserved.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)

SOLEMN EVENSONG

Sundays 10:30 A.M.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Lounge after Mass

St. Joseph’s Church, Woods Hole
Sunday, August 17, 2008
5:00 p.m.
Father Bradford, officiant and
preacher
Schola Cantorum of Falmouth

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light bear
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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