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NOTES FROM THE CHAPLAIN
barely mentions stem cells, and says
nothing about how embryonic or
adult stem cells might be harvested
or used for research. Retrieving cells
in a laboratory setting is a recent innovation. But the potential benefit
was long since recognized to be
huge. Just think of it! When a human sperm fertilizes a human ovum,
a new living organism, a zygote, is
generated. The miracle of human life
is seen in the fact that from this onecelled organism an adult develops
with over one hundred trillion cells.
To know the circumstances of how
cells multiply and specialize is to
open up the possibility for developing organs and tissues which could
be used to repair defective DNA in
the human body.

M

ANY of our Sunday congregation will remember an adult
forum held after Mass on December
4, 2005, in which Dr. Micheline
Mathews-Roth gave a fascinating
talk, complete with slides and graphs,
on stem cell research. And we were
reminded that utilizing stem cells
for human research and therapy is a
way of preventing or healing human
illness and prolonging human life.
This has been the goal of the Catholic
Church for centuries and she has devoted much of her resources, by way
of founding hospitals and universities with medical faculties and laboratories, over those centuries. Indeed
everyone else in medical research is a
relative newcomer! To assert that the
Catholic Church is “against scientific
progress” is ridiculous.

Bioethics Center, “the moral teaching of the Church is that the human
embryo must be treated as if it were
already ensouled, even if it might not
yet be so. It must be treated as if it
were a person from the moment of
conception, even if there exists the
theoretical possibility that it might
not yet be so.”

However, there is a difficulty insofar as the source of embryonic stem
cells is concerned. That is because
the embryos from which embryonic
stem cells are derived must be destroyed in the process of obtaining
them. The Catholic position is clear.
Each embryo from the moment it is
conceived has a right not to be killed.
There is no official Catholic position
Therefore stem cell research has
on whether an embryo has a soul. had its prospects and problems. It
But as Father Tadeusz Pacholyczyk is a recent field. Even the standard
has written for the National Catholic 1997 textbook on genetics and ethics

In 1998, two scientists developed
methods of retrieving human stem
cells from embryos. One of these
scientists, James Thomson, worked
at the University of Wisconsin. Remember his name! The other work
was done at Johns Hopkins. In both
cases the research teams cultivated
these stem cells so that their “offspring” would remain pluripotent,
that is, able to give rise to many
types of cells. (There are over two
hundred different types of cells in
continued on page 50
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the human body.) It also became
apparent that stem cells also exist
in adult tissue. And therein lies the
tale!
In the meantime, because the National Institute of Health was forbidden by Congress (at the time the
1998 research was being carried out)
from providing funds for research destructive of human embryos, private
funding was sought. That brought the
major pharmaceutical corporations
onto the scene, and they became the
main force in lobbying for federal
funding of embryonic stem cell research. They are all there: Pfizer,
Eli Lilly, Merck, Warner-Lambert,
Bristol-Meyers, Squibb, Johnson &
Johnson, Proctor & Gamble, Schering-Plough, and Glaxo SmithKline
Beecham (or whatever it’s called
these days!). You and I might consider not being a stockholder in such
companies! And many prominent
celebrities, Hollywood types, and
other important personalities joined
the bandwagon clamoring for such
funding. At any rate, that was the
situation along about the time Dr.
Mathews-Roth gave us her talk on
stem-cell research.

Contra Mundum
bryonic stem cells, with the notable
exception that the new IPS cells are
not derived from embryos.” Both the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Wall Street Journal (“StemCell Breakthrough”, November 23,
2007) hailed the news. I still have
the article from the Boston Globe
(November 21, 2007) in which Dr.
Thomson says, “The world has
changed…It is the beginning of the
end of the controversy that has surrounded the field. Over time, these
[induced] cells will be used in more
and more labs. And human embryo
stem cell research will be abandoned
by more and more labs.” And Father
Pacholczyk was quoted in the Boston Globe (November 30, 2007) as
saying, “these new strategies remind
us…it is never necessary for laboratory researchers to cross fundamental
moral lines in order for science and
medicine to advance.”

Some people were not happy, especially politicians and biotechnology
biggies who had invested money in
research that destroys human embryos. U.S. Representative Diana
DeGette (D-CO) was quoted by the
Associated Press (November 20,
2007) as saying, “it’s terribly wrong
for any politician to be trying to
On November 20, 2007, two re- pick and choose one type of ethical
search studies announced success in research over another.” But it was
“reprogramming” ordinary adult skin scientists, not politicians, who were
cells into the functional equivalent showing the advantages of using
of embryonic stem cells. Dr. Shinya cells drawn from the patient’s own
Yamanaka at Kyoto University called skin (and therefore eliminating the
the new cells “induced pluripotent possibility of immune system rejecstem cells.” And Dr. James Thomson tion). And Senator Arlen Spector (Rof the University of Wisconsin (re- PA) in response to developments in
member that name?), using a differ- adult stem cell research that does not
ent approach, declared that the new involve killing embryos, was quoted
cells “meet the defining criteria we in the New York Times (November
originally proposed for human em- 21, 2007) as saying, “My own view

is that science ought to be unfettered
and that every possible alternative
ought to be explored.” You may
wonder if under the senator’s blanket statement you could tuck in the
“medical experiments” conducted by
the Luftwaffe doctors on concentration camp inmates.

Perhaps even more revealing is that
the new advance brought to light
some of the moral qualms that had
haunted medical research on stem
cells. Dr. Thomson was quoted in
the New York Times (November 22,
2007) as saying, “If human embryonic stem cell research does not
make you at least a little bit uncomfortable, you have not thought about
it enough.” And one day when Dr.
Yamanaka was looking at a human
embryo through a microscope at a
friend’s fertility clinic, he recounts,
“When I saw the embryo, I suddenly
realized there was such a small difference between it and my daughters.
I thought, we can’t keep destroying
embryos for our research. There must
be another way.” The insight that
destroying human embryos poses
a moral problem provided for these
two men a major inspiration for an
important scientific breakthrough.
Dr. Charles Krauthammer, in an
article titled “Stem Cell Vindication”
(Washington Post, November 30,
2007) argued that the new breakthrough vindicated former President
George W. Bush’s insistence on finding ethical ways to pursue stem cell
research. The president promoted
legislation to fund morally acceptable alternatives to embryonic stem
cell research, and signed an executive order to achieve this goal when
the legislation stalled in Congress.
continued on page 54
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The Presentation of Christ
in the Temple, or
THE PURIFICATION OF
SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN
commonly called
CANDLEMAS DAY

Dr. Craig dePaulo, a Catholic priest
of the Byzantine (Greek) Catholic
Church, who is Assistant Professor
of Philosophy in Boston College.
A Philadelphia native, he was educated at Villanova and received his
doctorate in philosophy magna cum
HE Feast of the Presentation
laude in the Pontifical Gregorian
(February 2nd) falls on a MonUnivesity, Rome, where he was also
day this year. The service begins
at 7:30 p.m. in the pavilion of St. university lecturer in philosophy. His
Theresa Church with the blessing most recent parish assignment was as
and distribution of candles. You may pastor of St. John the Baptist Ukrabring unused household candles for nian Catholic Church in McKeesport,
Pennsylvania.
blessing. (Be sure your name is on
the package.)
Fr. dePaulo and his wife, Professor
The procession into the main church Catherine dePaulo, have a son enmakes a station at the Marian altar rolled in the St. Theresa School and
(the Purification of the Virgin is com- the family lives in Roslindale.

T

memorated at the same service). And
the Solemn Mass then begins with
the Gloria.

Our preacher this year is the Revd.

TO SUCH BELONGS
THE KINGDOM OF
GOD

salem, and fathers would have made
the Passover pilgrimage with their
sons. So that is probably the image
we should have before us here.

A reception in the pavilion follows
the Mass.

Note: In honor of St. Blaise Day (Feb 3rd),
the Blessing of Throats will be offered at the
altar steps after Mass.

We are not told why the disciples
tried to prevent these boys being
N the Bible it is a safe rule not brought to Christ. But we are told the
to introduce women into a story Lord’s reaction and His reason. He
unless they are specified. Because St. was indignant. And He said, “For to
Luke used a word meaning infants such belongs the Kingdom of God.”
in his account of this incident, it has It is not that children are innocent,
been widely believed that this meant or necessarily humble and obedient,
mothers bringing their little ones to but that they are receptive to learning
Christ. However, we have St. Mark’s and are content to being cared for by
story here, and the word he uses for others. Both of these qualities are dischildren can mean anyone up to the positions necessary for the Kingdom
age of twelve. And knowing what of God, which is a gift to be received
we do of Middle East society then and not an achievement we can gain
Ninth-century brothers Cyril and
and now, it probably means that boys on our own.
Methodius evangelized in Eastern
were being brought to Christ by their
¶A
sermon
by
Father
Bradford
at
Europe, especially Moravia, transfathers.
Mass on Saturday, February 25, lating the Liturgy into Slavonic.
The setting is on the way to Jeru- 2006.
Their feast day is February 14th.

I

(Mark 10:13–16)
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LENGTHEN YOUR
CORDS!

L

ENGTHEN your cords! Most
tents are so made that cords of
strong rope are fitted with a movable loop so that they can quickly be
lengthened or shortened as need arises. The length of a tent cord depends
upon the strain which the weather
puts upon the rope. Isaiah has used
a striking illustration. He calls us to
lengthen our cords. The ropes of a
tent are always lengthened in stormy
weather to ease the strain. One of the
most important uses of Lent is that
it can be a time when we relieve the
strain upon our daily lives.

Most of us live under a busy schedule of activities. We rush from one
appointment to another in haste. We
subject our tortured nervous system
to a kind of punishment it was never
intended to endure. We rush through
day after day, fall wearily into bed
at night, and wake up exhausted in
the morning. The result is that, for
many, there is no real joy in living.
It is a rat race. Exciting, yes, but the
peace of God which passeth all understanding is an empty Prayer Book
phrase. Only a minority of people
know what it means to have the gladness of thanksgiving in their hearts,
or who face each morning with the
attitude “This is the day which the
Lord hath made: we will rejoice and
be glad in it.” Too many face the day
with the attitude: “Oh hell, here we
go again!”
This futile fury of modern living
is shortening the life-span of many.
They are cardiac attacks waiting to
happen. The pace of modern living
kills more people than AIDS, or even
smoking, for that matter.

Use Lent as a time to throttle down.
For six weeks, reduce the breakneck
speed at which you are going. This is
one of the reasons why the Church
wants you to give up things for Lent.
No Lent is well kept unless we obey
the call of Jesus when He says,
“Come apart into a desert place and
rest awhile.”

You know best what to take out of
your daily schedule. Maybe you are
taking on too much in your business.
It may be the bad habit of staying up
too late at night. Your social calendar
may be too full. Maybe you are serving on too many committees. You
may be doing too many good works.
People today are more nervous from
trying to do good than from the dissipation of being bad. Maybe you are
a time-waster who puts off until the
last minute the things you ought to do
with orderly leisure, and then drives
himself into a frenzy to do them all
at the last moment. If so, get some
order into your life this Lent.
Whatever your besetting sin, which
causes you to live tensely, whether it
be pride or sloth, face it honestly, and
get rid of it during Lent. Lengthen
your cords. Relax the strain.
Fr. Jack Bowling

¶Fr. Bowling was professor of psychology and education in Glen Oaks Community College in southern Michigan
when he preached at evensong in St.
James Church, Goshen, Indiana, on the
Sunday before Ash Wednesday in 1990,

at the invitation of Fr. Bradford. These
are excerpts of the sermon, which took
as its text Isaiah 54:2
Enlarge the place of your tent, and
let the curtain of your habitations
be stretched out; hold not back,
lengthen your cords and strengthen
your stakes.
Former (and current) Episcopalians
may remember Fr. Bowling from his
founding and longtime deanship of Saint
Michael’s Conference, a summer teaching camp for young people held for many
years in Shrewsbury, Mass.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael
J. Connolly not only for assisting as
Deacon at the Epiphany Mass but
for singing the Epiphany Proclamation. This ancient custom announces
the dates of moveable feasts for the
coming year.

Ñ Inquirers’ Classes meet many
Thursday evenings with the Chaplain in the St. Theresa Rectory.
These classes are primarily for those
seeking information about what the
Catholic Church teaches, and may
be used as part of the preparation
for reception and confirmation. A
syllabus is available.
Ñ With Lent beginning on February 25th, you may bring last year’s
blessed palms for burning (February
15–22) and use on Ash Wednesday.
Ñ Dr. Jeffrey Steenson, former bishop of the Episcopal diocese of the
Rio Grande, who entered the Catholic Church in September 2007, was
ordained to the diaconate in Rome on
December 13th. Dr. Steenson will be
ordained to the priesthood in February in New Mexico. Please keep him
and his family in your prayers.
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“I

think there are legitimate reasons you could vote in favor
of someone who wouldn’t be where
the church is on abortion, but it
would have to be a reason you could
confidently explain to Jesus and the
victims of abortion when you meet
them at the Judgement. That’s the
only criterion. It can’t be that we
favor a particular party, or that we’re
hostile to the war, or so on.”
Archbishop Charles Chaput of Denver
speaking to correspondent John Allen
for an article appearing in the National
Catholic Reporter.

The Great Physician

T

HE tyrant Quintianus ordered
Agatha back to prison, and
forbade the jailers to allow any physician to care for her or anyone to
bring her food or water. But toward
the middle of the night an aged man,
preceded by a boy carrying a light,
came to her. He brought various
medicaments and said to Agatha:
“Though this mad consul has inflicted torments on you, the way you
have answered him has tormented
him even more, and though he has
caused your breasts to be injured, his
exuberance will turn to bitterness. I
was there when all this was done to
you, and I saw that your breast could
be healed.” Agatha: “I have never
applied any material remedy to my
body, and it would be shameful to
lose now what I have preserved for
so long.” The aged man said to her:
“I am a Christian, so you need not
be ashamed.” Agatha: “How could
I be ashamed, since you are so old
and a grandfather, and I am so cruelly
mangled that no one could possibly

desire me? But I thank you, kind sir
and father, for deigning to have such
solicitude in my regard.” “But why,”
the old man asked, “why do you not
allow me to heal you?” “Because I
have my Lord Jesus Christ,” Agatha
replied, “and he by a single word
can cure everything and by his word
restores all things. If he so wills, he
can cure me instantly.” The aged man
smiled. “I am his apostle,” he said,
“and he sent me to you. Know that in
his name you are healed.” And Peter
the Apostle vanished. Agatha knelt
in thanksgiving, and found that all
her hurts were healed and her breast
restored to her bosom.
Blessed Jacobus de Voragine
The Golden Legend
¶St. Agatha’s Day is Thursday, February
5th. She is named in the Roman Canon of
the Mass.
Sebastiano del Piombo (c. 1485–1547) was
active for a large portion of his career in
Rome, where, from 1523 he held the office
of the piombo, that is, the office of sealer of
briefs of the apostolic chamber. His painting of St. Agatha is of her torture before the
cutting off of her breasts as ordered by the
Roman Prefect Quintianus.

Mass in the convent chapel is offered on Saturdays at 9 a.m. February 21st is a year’s-mind Mass for
parishioner Janet Ray.
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Some of Dr. Thomson’s new study
was funded under the Bush policy.
And when Dr. Yamanaka’s preliminary work was being done in mouse
cells, he was invited to a stem cell
conference at the Pontifical Academy
for Life in Rome in September 2006,
where Pope Benedict XVI expressed
strong support for stem cell research
that does not harm human life.

Contra Mundum
The first day of Lent
commonly called

ASH WEDNESDAY

February 25, 2009
Imposition of Ashes
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Saint Theresa Convent Chapel
7:30 p.m.

Almost exactly one year ago, former President Bush, in his last State
of the Union speech, said,
“On matters of life and science, we
must trust in the innovative spirit of
medical researchers and empower
them to discover new treatments
while respecting moral boundaries. In
November, we witnessed a landmark
achievement when scientists discovered a way to reprogram adult skin
cells to act like embryonic stem cells.
This breakthrough has the potential to
move us beyond the divisive debates
of the past by extending the frontiers
of medicine without the destruction
of human life. So we’re expanding funding for this type of ethical
medical research. And as we explore
promising avenues of research, we
must also ensure that all life is treated
with the dignity it deserves. And so
I call on Congress to pass legislation
that bans unethical practices such
as the buying, selling, patenting, or
cloning of human life.”

January 28, 2008

We must all hope and pray that
President Bush’s veto of legislation
funding embryo-destructive stem
cell research will continue to be
upheld by President Obama and the
Congress.
Father Bradford

Remember O man
that dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt
thou return.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

“W

HEN my parents and I
visited St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City (I was about
nine) I was enchanted. I had never
seen such a heavenly place before. I
asked my father, who was an elder in
the church, “Dad, this is a Catholic
church, isn’t it?” “Yes.” “And the
Catholics are wrong, aren’t they?”
“Oh, yes.” “Then why are their
churches so much more beautiful
than ours?” I don’t remember his
answer.
Peter Kreeft, as told to National Catholic
Register interviewer Peter Sheehan. In
the November 11, 2007 issue.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
March 1, 2009
Solemn Evensong and Benediction
5:00 p.m.
chapel of
St. Theresa of Avila Church

						

British
Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Blessed Thomas Hemerford
Priest and Martyr (c. 1553–1584)
FTER converting to the Catholic faith, the young Englishman
Thomas Hemerford studied for the
priesthood in Reims, France, and
at the English College in Rome. A
fellow seminarian describes him as
cheerful and affable with others, but
severe upon himself. The penances
he undertook to atone for his faults
were so extreme that his confessor
had to exercise his authority to moderate them. Following his ordination
in 1583, Father Hemerford received
from Pope Gregory XIII the faculties
of imparting the apostolic blessing
and of granting a plenary indulgence to those who converted to the
Catholic faith. Shortly after returning to England, Father Hemerford
was arrested by Elizabethan agents

A
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as he was waiting for his horse to be
re-shod. An informer had observed
the priest preaching in a barn. On
February 7, 1584, Father Hemerford
was condemned to death by drawing and quartering with four other
priests (Blesseds John Nutter, James
Fenn, John Munden, and George
Haydock). Five days later, as Father
Hemerford’s brutal death sentence
was being carried out, he was seen
to be in great agony.
Reprinted from Magnificat, February 2008,
Vol. 9, No. 13, p. 178. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704
or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All rights
reserved.

Blessed William Richardson
Priest and Martry († 1603)
native of the English village
of Wales (near Sheffield), William Richardson journeyed to the
continent to study for the priesthood,
first in Reims, France, and later in
the Spanish cities of Valladolid and
Seville. Following his ordination in
Seville, Father Richardson returned
to England to serve his Catholic
countrymen suffering persecution
under Queen Elizabeth I. In February of 1603, the priest was betrayed

A
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to the Protestant authorities by a
trusted friend. At the conclusion of
a rushed trial, Father Richardson
was condemned to death for being a
priest. On February 17, he was taken
to the London execution site of Tyburn. The courage and cheerfulness
he exhibited at his execution greatly
impressed those who witnessed his
death. Shortly before breathing his
last, Father Richardson offered a
prayer for Queen Elizabeth. He
was in fact the last priest to suffer
martyrdom under her reign, for the
monarch died less than five weeks
later, on March 23, 1603.
Reprinted from Magnificat, February 2007,
Vol. 8, No. 13, p. 259. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704
or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All rights
reserved.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Lounge after Mass

FRIDAYS IN LENT

mark your calendars now

March 6th & 20th and April 3rd
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel of
St. Theresa of Avila Church

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)
Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light bear
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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West Roxbury, MA 02132

