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ALL SOULS’ DAY

S we put together a Mass
schedule for the St. Gregory
Foundation for Latin Mass, for years
our members repeatedly asked that we
always include All Souls’ Day among
the observances. That request has
always mildly amused me, causing me
to wonder about why Catholics have
such a fondness for this day. Are they
morbid? Are they sadistic? Are they
masochistic? My reflections have led
me to the conclusion that none of those
notions provides a fitting explanation;
rather, it is that Catholics are genuine
realists, with an essentially hopeful and
joyful streak in them. So, Purgatory
has something to do with hope and
joy, you ask? By all means.

A

Allow me to begin by sharing with
you three stories about Purgatory and
Protestants:

Some years ago, when Jimmy
Swaggart and I were theological pen
pals [before his fall from grace, which
we need to explain if salvation is
assured once one is justified by faith
alone -but that’s a topic for another
moment perhaps], he and I got onto the
topic of Purgatory and prayers for the
dead. I pointed out the classic text in the
Second Book of Maccabees, to which
he retorted, “That’s in your Bible, not
mine!” To which, I responded, “That’s
right, and my Bible is the one the
Apostles and other writers of the New
Testament used!” Unfazed, he assured
me that if he lived to be a hundred,
he could never accept the doctrine
of Purgatory. A bit tongue-in-cheek,
I responded, “Brother Swaggart, on
your death-bed, you’ll be praying

there is a Purgatory!” I’m not sure if
he ever got it.

At about the same time, I was
party to a conversation with the
great Dr. James McCord, long-time
president of Princeton Theological
Seminary. Another priest asked him
about Protestants and the doctrine
of Purgatory. Somewhat glibly,
he replied, “Father, our reformed
theology tells us there is no Purgatory,
but I can assure you every Protestant I
know prays for his deceased relatives
and friends.”
John Henry Cardinal Newman,
at the age of fifteen, embarked on a
decades-long journey, in the words of
his motto, ex imaginibus et umbris in
veritatem [from images and shadows
into the truth]. For many years on his
theological sojourn, Newman stood
by the teaching of the 39 Articles of

Religion of the Anglican Communion,
including the one which describes
Purgatory as a “pernicious” doctrine.
With much prayer, intense study of
the whole thrust of Sacred Scripture,
as well as the convincing witness of
the Fathers of the Church, he ended
up writing one of the finest works on
Purgatory, “The Dream of Gerontius,”
which rivals the depth and beauty of
Dante’s appreciation of Purgatory
in his Divina Commedia; perhaps
this work is best known through the
lovely hymn, “Praise to the Holiest,”
which it contains. Providentially, we
are gathered just three hours after the
relics of Cardinal Newman have been
transferred to a prominent spot in
the Oratory Church in Birmingham,
England. Even more so, since we are in
Boston—the site of the cure of the man
which has made possible the cause of
the Cardinal to move forward.
These vignettes are fairly typical
of where most Protestants are on the
theological radar screen regarding
Purgatory: Those who hold and live
their opposition; those who maintain
one position in their head and a
different one in their heart; those who
come to a completely opposite stance,
sometimes after years of study and
prayerful reflection.
It seems to me that the Church’s
intuition on all this is eminently
reasonable and squares perfectly with
both Christian Revelation and the
practice of Judaism at Our Lord’s time
and right up to present-day Judaism.
Our explanations of it all, however,
have often been less than adequate
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and even quite wrong at times as some
priests and teachers so thoroughly
equated Purgatory with Hell that
the only difference seemed to be the
duration of the stay. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church seeks to address
such a misconception by reminding
us that “this final purification of the
elect…is entirely different from the
punishment of the damned” and that
these souls “are indeed assured of their
eternal salvation” [1031; 1030]. The
souls in Purgatory, then, are part of
God’s elect, and that realization changes
the whole picture in a most substantive
way. The great fifteenth-century mystic
St. Catherine of Genoa, in her treatise
on Purgatory, sought to clarify things
by describing the fire of Purgatory
as God’s love burning the soul to the
extent that it had not yet succeeded
during the person’s earthly existence,
with the result that now in death that
divine flame would wholly inflame the
soul. So, is there punishment in that
state? Yes, to be sure, but a punishment
one gladly endures and even embraces.
Perhaps the finest explication of the
Church’s teaching on this topic was
done in a rather fanciful manner by
the great convert-Cardinal, John Henry
Newman, as I have already noted. Let
me rehearse the “plot” of his lengthy
poem.

A soul is in its last agony and is trying
to make sense of his final moments,
assisted by his guardian Angel. The
dying man cannot understand why he
has become so calm in the face of this
previously dreaded experience; the
Angel tells him that the prayers of the
priest and his friends who surround him
have given him confidence and, beyond
that, that the “calm and joy uprising
in thy soul is first-fruit to thee of thy
recompense, and Heaven begun.” The
man gradually slips further and further
and becomes concerned about the loss
of his senses; the Angel comforts him:…
“till that Beatific Vision, thou art blind;
for e’en thy Purgatory, which comes
like fire, is fire without its light.” The
soul is buoyed up by that knowledge
and conforms his will to God’s, asking
but to see the Face of God for no more
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than a moment before embarking on
his process of purification. The Angel
declares that he shall, in fact, see God
for just such a twinkling of an eye but
warns him: “That sight of the Most Fair
will gladden thee, but it will pierce thee
too.” This soul will now “learn that the
flame of Everlasting Love doth burn
‘ere it transform.” He is now ready to
face the Lord in judgment, the sight
of Whom “will kindle in thy heart all
tender, gracious, reverential thoughts.”

And what might such thoughts be?
Best to allow the poetic genius of
Newman to speak directly for, as he
knew, cor ad cor loquitur:
Thou wilt be sick with love, and yearns
for Him
And feel as though thou couldst but pity
Him,
That one so sweet should e’er have placed
Himself
At disadvantage such, as to be used
So vilely by a being so vile as thee.
There is a pleading in His pensive eyes
Will pierce thee to the quick, and trouble
thee.
And thou wilt hate and loathe thyself; for,
though
Now sinless, thou wilt feel that thou hast
sinn’d,
As never thou didst feel; and wilt desire
To slink away, and hide thee from His
sight:
And yet wilt have a longing aye to dwell
Within the beauty of His countenance.
And these two pains, so counter and so
keen, The longing for Him, when thou seest
Him not;
The shame of self at thought of seeing
Him, Will be thy veriest, sharpest Purgatory.

And as the man proceeds to the divine
tribunal, he is astonished to hear earthly
voices; once more, he is reminded
that he hears the priest and his friends
praying the Subvenite on his behalf,
bringing now the same Angel of the
Agony who strengthened Christ in His
final hours to do the same for this poor
soul, escorting him into eternity. Once
there, this would-be lover of God “flies
to the dear feet of Emmanuel” but never
fully makes it because the sanctity

of the All- Holy One scorches and
shrivels the soul into passivity “before
the awful Throne.” And yet, the Angel
can exclaim: “O happy, suffering soul!
For it is safe, consumed, yet quicken’d,
by the glance of God.” And the soul
agrees; he is, paradoxically, “happy in
my pain” and even wants to leave the
presence of God immediately, so as to
hasten the day when he can return for
the full and lasting experience, desiring
to rush forth to what the Angel terms
“the golden prison” of Purgatory. The
man confidently asserts: “There will I
sing my absent Lord and Love: -Take
me away, that sooner I may rise, and
go above, and see Him in the truth of
everlasting day.”
And so, the soul’s Angel complies
with those holy wishes. Let’s listen to
how Newman ends this magnificent
work, which is at once imaginative and
theological, realistic and poetic, as he
gives God’s messenger the final say:

Softly and gently, dearly-ransom’d soul,
In my most loving arms I now enfold thee,
And, o’er the penal waters, as they roll,
I poise thee, and I lower thee, and hold
thee.
And carefully I dip thee in the lake,
And thou, without a sob or a resistance,
Dost through the flood thy rapid passage
take,
Sinking deep, deeper, into the dim
distance.
Angels, to whom the willing task is given.
Shall tend, and nurse, and lull thee, as thou
liest;
And Masses on the earth, and prayers in
Heaven,
Shall aid thee at the Throne of the Most
Highest.
Farewell, but not for ever! Brother dear,
Be brave and patient on thy bed of sorrow;
Swiftly shall pass thy night of trial here,
And I will come and wake thee on the
morrow.

All Souls’ Day, then, brings together
many crucial themes of Christian
theology: divine justice and mercy;
human responsibility and dignity;
solidarity in prayer and suffering; life
now viewed from the perspective of

						
eternity, in a Church and a Lord which
gather us up into that Mystical Body
of His, truly a communion of saints
whose bonds are not broken by death
but actually fortified. And so, who
among us could not be hopeful and
joyful before such great and consoling
truths? And the sobriety of the day’s
liturgy is like the instant of Purgatory
itself -a fitting prelude to the glory of
a thousand times a thousand years of
possessing Love and being possessed
by Him forever.
Yes, Lord, we pray today for all who
love and yearn for Your purifying love;
make them—and us—to be cum sanctis
tuis in aeternum, quia pius es!

Let’s allow Cardinal Newman to have
the last word by having recourse to two
of his more beautiful prayers:
May He support us all the day
long, till the shadows lengthen,
and the evening comes, and
the busy world is hushed, and
the fever of life is over, and
our work is done. Then in His
mercy, may He give us a safe
lodging, and a holy rest, and
peace at the last.
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Oh, my Lord and Saviour,
support me in that hour in the
strong arms of Thy Sacraments,
and by the fresh fragrance
of Thy consolations. Let the
absolving words be said over
me, and the holy oil sign and
seal me, and Thy own Body be
my food, and Thy Blood my
sprinkling; and let my sweet
Mother, Mary, breathe on me,
and my Angel whisper peace
to me, and my glorious Saints
... smile upon me; that in them
all, and through them all, I may
receive the gift of perseverance,
and die, as I desire to live, in
Thy faith, in Thy Church, in
Thy service, and in Thy love.
Amen.
¶ A sermon preached by Father Peter M.J.
Stravinskas at the Solemn Requiem Mass of All
Souls’ Day, in the convent chapel, in 2008. Fr
Stravinskas was our preacher also later that
day at Solemn Evensong and Benediction. His
most recent visit was on Sunday, September 27,
2009.
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ALL SOULS’ DAY
Monday, November 2, 2009
Solemn Requiem Mass
& Sermon
7:30 p.m.
Convent Chapel

Please note: in the event the convent
chapel is still closed on November 2nd, a
private requiem Mass will be said by the
parish priest for souls departed.

A YEAR FOR PRIESTS
JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 11, 2010

ALL SAINTS DAY

Sunday, November 1, 2009
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 a.m.
Convent Chapel
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 p.m.
Chapel of St. Theresa of Avila Church, West Roxbury
Please note: in the event the convent is still closed on November 1st, the 5:00 p.m. service will be Solemn Mass.

One afternoon, I was waiting for
Mass to start at St. John’s and there
was no priest. Some nuns were visiting from New York and they said
they didn’t have a priest in all their
parishes anymore, and that Eucharistic services were common.
I thought, “What would it be like if
there were no priests?” And I asked
myself, “What are you doing about
it?”
¶Elizabeth Shrier,
Serra Club of Omaha, NE

¶Serra International is an organization
of 800 local clubs in 42 nations which is
dedicated to the mission fostering, affirming
and promoting vocations to ministry in the
Catholic Church. The local club’s web site
is http://www.serraboston.org/.
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COME AND SEE

A

FTER the lordly and
magisterial grandeur of the
Prologue to the Fourth Gospel, “in
the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God and the
Word was God” St John’s Gospel
settles down to the immediate
matter at hand, which is a brief
look at the first organizing of
the ministry of God’s incarnate
life. You remember the charming
moment when John and Andrew,
who were disciples of John the
Baptist, asked Jesus, “Teacher,
where are you staying?” The Lord
does not reply like so many might
today, by handing them His card
and saying, “better call first!”
No. The Gospel is good news.
And we have a gracious Savior.
To the question, “Teacher, where
are you staying,” the answer is an
invitation to “come and see.”
For the next thirty-three years
it was possible to answer the
perennial and age-old question,
“where is thy God?” in a way
ancient Israel had never dreamed
possible. The answer was “come
and see.” People could have seen
Jesus in the house at Capernaum,
or many times at the table of His
friends, in the houses of Matthew,
Zacchaeus, or the family at
Bethany. No doubt there were
many such occasions not recorded
in Scripture. A few people once
saw Him asleep in the stern of a
boat on the storm-tossed sea, and
many others saw and heard Him
teaching in the Galilean hills. It
would have been possible in those
days to say, “there is Peter, there
is James, and that One over there
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Who is talking, is Almighty God.”
And that would be right.

After the Ascension Day at the
end of those thirty-three years, there
was no slackening in the ardent
and urgent question souls still ask,
“where is thy God?” So they make
pilgrimages to holy places, and try
to walk where Jesus walked. They
worship in the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, hoping the very stones
will be a comfort. But where is the
good news if all we can do is visit
the Garden of Gethsemane and hug
an ancient olive tree that may have
witnessed the Lord’s agony before
His arrest?

We affirm in the Creed that after
Ascension Day the Lord Jesus
is exalted at the Right Hand of
the Father. But He also made us
for Himself, and in so doing He
equipped us not only with bodily
senses but also with a heart. And this
combination can perceive outward
signs of inward realities. St Thomas
Aquinas put it this way in a hymn
we sing at Benediction, “Faith our
outward sense befriending, makes
our inward vision clear.” And so Our
Blessed Lord has made provision
that we can still accept His gracious
invitation to John and Andrew.
“Come and see.” And this wonderful
provision makes a statement about
the Lord’s divine condescension, His
humility, and His love for us. The
Second Person of the Holy Trinity
is at home in the tabernacle. It is a
place where He lives very quietly.
In this place the Lord is not afraid
of our irreverences, those times when
we pass by without genuflection,
or continuing to talk as we go. We
should be afraid to do so! Christ

came into the world to bless us.
But if the blessing is slighted
then He has woes in reserve. And
just as His blessings are most
wonderful, so His woes are most
terrible. Nevertheless, in His love
for us He lives in the tabernacle.
He desires to be near so that we
can find Him in our need.
That need is not a mindless
curiosity. We seek God because
we want His direction of our
lives, and His answer to the
uncertainties that can riddle our
every moment and movement.
And so if the Blessed Sacrament
is Our Lord’s favorite meeting
place, it is a meeting that leads
to something more. John and
Andrew did not leave the Lord’s
presence that day long ago saying
“catch you later!” They left as
disciples. And they immediately
went to tell others they had found
Christ. When we meet Jesus, He
bids us look into our own souls.
For it is there also He has chosen
to dwell.
That is the most wonderful and
dreaded thing! We can understand
that the Lord sits at the Right
Hand of the Father. We can accept
that He also dwells in the Blessed
Sacrament in the tabernacle. But
He also has chosen to dwell in
me, and you can say that too,
with our sin-tainted ideals, our
less than the best ambitions, and
our easily deflected loyalty and
devotion to Him. Heaven only
knows why! But it is still true. He
has chosen to live in us. There is
no door closed to Jesus except we
close it.
Among the choice of closing

						
prayers a priest says after Mass, there
is one that sums all of this up. You
might have heard it at some time.
It goes like this, “Blessed, praised,
hallowed, adored be Jesus Christ,
on His glorious throne in Heaven,
in the Most Holy Sacrament of the
Altar, and in the hearts of His faithful
people.” Those are the places where
God lives. They are the places we
seek Him. And we can find Him, for
He says, “come and see.”
¶ A sermon preached by Father
Bradford at a service of Evensong and
Benediction in St. Mary’s Chapel, Boston
College, on October 20, 2008.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Eastern Standard Time returns
Sunday, November 1 st. Set your
clocks BACK one hour Saturday
night.
Ñ The Missionary Society of Saint
James the Apostle gives its 22nd
annual Cardinal Cushing Awards on
Sunday November 8th. Recipients
are Mr James T. Brett, Mr & Mrs
Robert B. Crimmons, and The
Most Revd Robert F. Hennessey.
Congratulations to all.

Ñ By order of the Boston Fire
Marshall the St. Theresa Convent has
been evacuated pending completion
of intallation of updated fire-alarm
systems. Sunday Anglican Use Mass
is temporarily located in the chapel
of St Theresa of Avila Church on
Sundays at 5:00 p.m.

Ñ To date there have been no
takers on Confirmation Classes. Fr
Bradford has a curriculum available,
which is based on The Catechism
of the Catholic Church. Classes
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may also be used as continuing
education.
Ñ Purchase your Advent supplies
now: Advent wreath candles,
calendars, etc. Lectionary Year C
begins November 29. Sunday Mass
gospels in the coming year are taken
primarily from St Luke. A book of
Advent Meditations by Fr Stravinskas
is available for purchase.

Ñ Readers are needed for the
Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols Sunday November 29 at 5
p.m. Copies of lessons are available
with a signup sheet.
Ñ Recent travellers have included
Peggy Evers and Rita Strow who
were part of a pilgrimage that
visited Europe, including Rome and
Lourdes.
Ñ A Bradford family reunion in
mid-October included Dr Jessica
Bradford who flew in from her
hospital work in Tanzania, Africa,
and Rebekah Bradford who visited
from her home in Charleston.

Ñ Our friend Ryan Amann wrote
recently of enjoying some hiking
in the Laurentians and Saguenay
regions of Quebec. Ryan is an
architect in Albany and still visits
us occasionally, a friendship made
during his student days in Boston.
Ñ Father Christopher Colven is now
pastor of St James, Spanish Place,
London. A former Anglican priest,
he was ordained about the same time
as Fr Bradford and visited us here in
the late 90s. Congratulations.
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A CHURCH

ART EXHIBIT

It is to be feared that Boston, with
all her gentle cosmopolitanism, has
not been very learned in matters
of religious art and ritual, and has
missed a whole world of interest
and delight in being so long Puritan
and Unitarian. Some glimpse into
the misunderstood mediaeval spirit,
into arts lost now only because they
were the natural expression of a
faith lost too; into the endearing
dim traditions and the very dress
and etiquette of Catholicism, each
garment, every ordinance, older
than any European commonwealth,
and full of beauty and mystery
today as in the beginning; some
glimpse of all these, which betoken
a living spiritual kingdom, may
be had in the little church of St.
Augustine on Phillips street, from
November 1st to November 8th.
Boston Evening Transcript
Friday, November 4, 1892
¶ We have parishioner Eva Murphy to
thank for finding interesting articles such
as this one.

THANKSGIVING
DAY

Thursday, November 26, 2009
Sung Mass & Sermon
10:30 a.m.
Convent Chapel
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Anglican Maps to Rome
The 2010 Anglican Use Conference
June 10–12, 2010

An annual gathering
of Anglican and Catholic clergy and laity examining
the means available to Episcopal and Anglican
individuals and congregations to fulfill our Lord's call
"that we all may be one" in the Catholic Church.

Hosted by His Excellency,
Archbishop John J. Myers
at Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Newark, New Jersey
Speakers:

The Right Reverend Alan Hopes
Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster

Dr. William Oddie
former editor of The Catholic Herald and
author of Chesterton and the Romance of Orthodoxy
Dr. Anne Barbeau Gardiner,
,
author of Ancient Faith and Modern Freedom
in John Dryden's The Hind and the Panther and
Professor emeritus John Jay College,
CUNY
,
Msgr. James Sheehan,
Incoming secretary to the Pastoral Provision

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday, November 29, 2009
Litany in Procession, Exhortation, Solemn Mass & Sermon
10:30 a.m.
Convent Chapel
A Procession with Carols for Advent
5:00 p.m.
chapel of St. Theresa of Avila Parish, West Roxbury

SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING
Sunday, November 22, 2009
Procession, Solemn Mass &
Sermon
10:30 a.m.
Convent Chapel
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 p.m.
chapel of
St. Theresa of Avila Parish
West Roxbury
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704
or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All rights
reserved.

Blessed Edmund Genings
Priest and Martyr (1567–1591)

N

O

NE starry night, Edmund
Genings, a Protestant youth of
Lichfield, England, fascinated by astronomy, was gazing at the sky when
he experienced a horrific vision of
armed men murdering the defenseless. Edmund’s mother and several
neighbors also saw the vision. This
sky prodigy coincided with the beginning of Queen Elizabeth I’s bloody
persecution of her Catholic subjects.
Edmund later became a Catholic and
was ordained a priest in France. After
returning to England, he journeyed
to London to seek out his brother
John in the hope of converting him.
After a month of fruitless searching, Father Genings found him but
John responded to his brother with
hostility, spurning him for having
become a Catholic. On November 8,
1591, Father Genings was captured
by the Elizabethan agent Richard
Topcliffe and suffered execution
by drawing and quartering a month
later. John Genings at first took great
satisfaction in his brother’s demise.
But ten days later, the thought of his
brother’s courage in dying for his
faith suddenly overwhelmed him and
wrought his instant conversion. John
thereafter became a Franscian priest
and his brother’s biographer.
Reprinted from Magnificat, December 2007,
Vol. 9, No. 10, p. 147. With permission of

Blessed Christopher Wharton
Priest and Martyr (1540–1600)
EARLY twenty years after
earning a master’s degree from
Oxford University’s Trinity College,
Christopher Wharton of Middleton,
England, journeyed to France to
begin studying for the priesthood.
In 1586, two years after his ordination, Father Wharton returned to
England to serve his fellow Catholics suffering persecution under
Queen Elizabeth I. He is described
as a priest of exceptional humility
and charity. After thirteen years of
apostolic labors, Father Wharton
was arrested by government agents
in 1599 while visiting the home of a
Catholic widow, Eleanor Hunt, who
was likewise taken into custody. During his subsequent imprisonment,
Father Wharton was forced to listen
to Protestant sermons. At a joint trial
during Lent of 1600, Father Wharton
charged with high treason and his
host Eleanor Hunt was charged with
a felony. Following their conviction, both defendants were offered
clemency if they would apostatize,
but both refused. Eleanor died in
prison. Father Wharton went to his
execution by drawing and quartering
on November 28, 1600, with great
courage.
Reprinted from Magnificat, November 2007,
Vol. 9, No. 9, p. 389. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704
or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All rights
reserved.
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AN ENCOURAGING WORD
Our Lord’s prayer, “That they may
be one” (cf. Jn 17:11), finds concrete
expression in your evensong, which
shares the liturgy of the Anglican
tradition among Catholics, members
of the Anglican Communion, and
Christians of other confessions. By
worshipping God together and encouraging friendship, you promote
relations that move in a positive
direction. Your example brings
to light real signs of ecumenical
progress and collaboration, which
are fruits of the prayer of Christ’s
disciples who make his desire their
own.
¶ excerpt from a letter to Father Bradford
from the Bishop of Fall River, The Most
Revd. George W. Coleman. The letter refers
to the annual joint evensong we offer with
St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Brockton and
its pastor, our friend Fr. James Hiles.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 a.m.*
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Lounge after Mass

*but see the note on changes in Short
Notes.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)

Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light bear
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.

Contra Mundum

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

