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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS IS FOR EVERYONE TO SHARE

J

UST recently, the Birmingham
Synagogue, in Singer’s Hill,
celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Not only is the synagogue one of
Birmingham’s outstanding buildings,
but the long tradition of Jewish life and
prayer is an important characteristic of
city life.
At the civic service marking this
anniversary, Rabbi Tann was out to
make a point. He said, with vehemence
and passion, that no one in the Jewish
community had the slightest objection
to the public and full celebration of
Christmas. He welcomed displays
of the Crib with angels and the Holy
Family. He insisted, quite correctly,
that none of the faiths present in the
city had any problem with the symbols
of the Christian feast appearing
in offices, shop windows or street
corners. Those who object should stop
pretending that the religious feast of
one faith is objectionable to any other
faith.

All the faith leaders of Birmingham
agree with the rabbi. The religious
nature of Christmas is marked in
this city with sensitivity and shared
delight. Indeed, the celebration of
every religious festival serves to
emphasise the importance of faith
for great numbers of people in this
land. Secular objections to the public
manifestations of faith, while usually
reserved to criticism of Christianity,
actually point to a deeper unease.
What is at stake is the role of
religious faith in a secular society and
the relationship between faith and
politics.
Here the imagery of Christmas is
helpful. What we celebrate is the
coming of light into darkness. The
light shines and, as St John tells us,
the darkness cannot “overpower
it” (John 1.5). Indeed, we welcome
the light because, in all honesty, we
recognise that, in many ways, we are
a people that walk in darkness.

People of faith know the importance
of attending to the light of God in
coming to practical judgements about
how best to live. They all know that
moral judgements are not best arrived
at by the ballot box. They know that
left to ourselves we will be swayed this
way and that, mostly by self-interest or
fear.
Another way of putting this is to
say that democracy, as a system for
fashioning the common good, has at
its heart a moral vacuum that must be
filled with a sincere ethical dialogue
between all members of society.
It is the proper task of the state to
achieve a just society. As St Augustine
said: “A state which is not governed
according to justice would be just a
bunch of thieves.” (De Civitate Dei, IV,
4) But the elaboration of justice requires
the best contribution of all, especially
those who cherish the light of faith in
their lives and thinking. Indeed, the
role of faith is well understood as that
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of casting new light on our power of
reasoning, preserving us from a kind of
ethical blindness caused by the effects
of power and special interest.
There are two ways in which our
current framework of ethical thought
seems to me to be wanting. We seem
to have become enmeshed in the notion
that the human person is, essentially, just
an individual. Faith casts a strong light
on the truth that we are, in fact, created
within relationships and prosper within
them, too. Fundamentally, we belong
to one another, and have to fashion our
way of life accordingly.
Secondly, we seem to have accepted
that the spiritual dimension of human
life is best dealt with within the private
sphere. This, of course, springs from our
first preoccupation with individualism,
and, in practice, reinforces it. In the
eyes of many, spirituality is little more
than an exercise in self-affirmation.
In truth, however, our spiritual nature
is precisely what opens us up, in the
search for beauty, goodness, harmony
and unity, to the “other” and pulls
us out of ourselves. This search, the
hidden search for God, is the most
powerful of all human motivations.
We need to harness that energy in our
public efforts, too.
In this way of thinking, it is never the
task of faith to seek to undermine or
replace the role of the state. A just society
must be the product of politics and never
of faith alone. But it is the proper role
of faith to make its own contribution
to understanding the requirements of
justice and to the effort of achieving
them politically.
But faith is not only concerned with
justice. It is also, and for the most part,
concerned with love. Indeed, no state
can exist in a humane and caring way
without the service given out of love,
either within the political structures or,
more often, within the work of charity.
Here, too, the faith dividend in our
society is vast and precious.
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The light we celebrate at Christmas
is, of course, that of the coming of
Christ. In his person he is both truth
and love. His light brings compassion,
never condemnation. In his person he
holds together both his human nature,
the same as ours, and his divine nature
as God. In this way, Christ is not a
manifestation of God—God’s Word—
to be obeyed, but an invitation to each
person, who shares this one human
nature, to share also in the very life of
God, here and now. In the person of
Christ, the human and divine are one.
It is the Eternal Son of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, whom we
meet in the stable. So the invitation of
Christmas is for us to come to know
God from within, to receive God’s
Spirit into our lives and to live, day by
day, as daughters or sons of God. “No
longer do I call you servants,” says
Christ, “but friends” (John.15,15).
This personal relationship of
friendship with the Lord, in which we
rejoice today, is the basis for every
Christian contribution to public life
and the common good. In the light of
Christ, given in this Feast, Christians
seek to enlighten public debate. In
response to the love of God, given
into our hearts, we press forward with
immense charitable work, without
which our country would be a harsher
and sadder place. So let us thank God
for Christmas!

++Vincent Nichols

¶The Most Revd Vincent Nichols was
Archbishop of Birmingham (England)
at the time he wrote this note. He is now
Archbishop of Westminster (London).

FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

Solemn High Mass & Sermon
Monday, December 7, 2009
7:30 p.m.
Church of St. Lawrence,
714 Boylston St., Chestnut Hill,
Mass.
Holy Day of Obligation

Please make a contribution to the
CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND
by using the envelopes at the rear
of the chapel. Memorials and
thanksgivings received prior to
Monday, December 21st will be
listed in the Christmas service leaflet. Please note the deadline.
Not in Boston? You can send your
gifts by mail. All donations will be
gratefully accepted for the decorating of the chapel for the Christmas
season.

						

THE VATICAN’S
INVITATION TO
ANGLICANS

T

HE forthcoming Apostolic
Constitution provides a reasonable and even necessary response
to a world-wide phenomenon, by
offering a single canonical model
for the universal Church which is
adaptable to various local situations
and equitable to former Anglicans
in its universal application. It provides for the ordination as Catholic
priests of married former Anglican
clergy. Historical and ecumenical
reasons preclude the ordination of
married men as bishops in both the
Catholic and Orthodox Churches.
The Constitution therefore stipulates
that the Ordinary can be either a
priest or an unmarried bishop. The
seminarians in the Ordinariate are to
be prepared alongside other Catholic
seminarians, though the Ordinariate
may establish a house of formation
to address the particular needs of
formation in the Anglican patrimony.
In this way, the Apostolic Constitution seeks to balance on the one hand
the concern to preserve the worthy
Anglican liturgical and spiritual
patrimony and, on the other hand,
the concern that these groups and
their clergy will be integrated into
the Catholic Church.
Cardinal William Levada, Prefect
of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith
To the Editor:
“Vatican Bidding to Get Anglicans
to Join Its Fold” (front page, Oct. 21)
suggests that the new overture of the
Holy See to (some) Anglicans who
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already accept the Catholic faith is a
kind of greedy proselytizing, whereas
it is, in fact, a generous, long-awaited
response to urgent, insistent requests
from Anglicans in various parts of the
world to recover their full communion
with the Catholic Church without
abandoning their entire liturgical and
spiritual patrimony.
One such group of Anglicans,
relatively small in number but
worldwide in extension and “AngloCatholic” in persuasion, calling itself
the “Traditional”Anglican Communion,
made a formal approach to the Holy
See in 2007 and has waited two full
years for a substantive response, which
has now come.
An initial form of this new canonical
framework announced on Oct. 20
was given to the United States in
1980, called the Pastoral Provision,
as a result of which about 100 AngloCatholic clergy have been received
and ordained as Catholic priests and
six small Anglican-Use congregations
established.
This new improved canonical
framework will permit all Anglicans
(so-minded) throughout the world
on an equal basis to restore full
communion with the Catholic Church
without abandoning their liturgical and
spiritual patrimony.
(Msgr.) DANIEL S. HAMILTON
Lindenhurst, N.Y.,
Oct. 21,2009
The writer is the editor of The Link, the
newsletter of the Pastoral Provision,
U.S.A.
¶ Cardinal Levada’s remarks were released
via Zenit, the Vatican news organization. The
letter to the editor appeared in the Saturday,
October 24, 2009 edition of The New York
Times.
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THE CHRISTMAS
CRECHE
OLLOWING
a beautiful
F
and firmly-rooted tradition,
many families set up their crib

immediately after the feast of the
Immaculate Conception, as if to
relive with Mary those days full
of trepidation that preceded the
birth of Jesus. Putting up the crib at
home can be a simple but effective
way of presenting faith, to pass
it on to one’s children. The crib
helps us contemplate the mystery
of God’s love that was revealed in
the poverty and simplicity of the
Bethlehem Grotto. Saint Francis of
Assisi was so taken by the mystery
of the Incarnation that he wanted
to present it anew at Grecio in the
living nativity scene, thus beginning
an old, popular tradition that still
retains its value for evangelization
today. Indeed, the crib can help us
understand the secret of the true
Christmas because it speaks of the
humility and merciful goodness of
Christ, who “though he was rich he
made himself poor” for us (2 Cor 8:
9). His poverty enriches those who
embrace it and Christmas brings
joy and peace to those who, like the
shepherds in Bethlehem, accept the
Angel’s words: “Let this be a sign
to you: in a manger you will find
an infant wrapped in swaddling
clothes” (Lk 2: 12). This is still the
sign for us too, men and women of
the third millennium. There is no
other Christmas.
Pope Benedict XVI
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A YEAR FOR
PRIESTS

JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 11, 2010
LETTER TO A YOUNG
PRIEST (April 1945)

HANKS be to God: study
and prayer enabled me to
T
cross those desolate zones which

lead to Horeb, the mount of God.
However, it seems to me that, in
your own part of the world, you
have resources which I did not.
The Mass which you say each
morning pours out a torrent of
inestimable,
incommensurable
blessing not only on your
village but on all humanity. It
empties Purgatory. And then
each morning, as you awake,
you can tell yourself that these
men, women, children, have been
specially entrusted to you by God
himself. To others he gave cows
or horses; to you these immortal
souls. You are their Christ, able
to give them life, fully invested
with a power of vivification,
illumination, resurrection. You
immolate yourself for them each
day on the altar. You have an inside
knowledge of what is deepest in
them—and of what is unknown
to them—but what makes them
who they are. You are the agent of
their guardian angels. You stand
in for them. In this sublime role,
what do human contretemps and
contradictions count? Were you
promised a paper cross? Or a
good honest heavy cross, which is
just your size, precisely because it
appears overwhelming? Besides
the immense divine joy reserved
for you, and whose dispenser
you are, how simply ridiculous
these little pebbles in your shoes
appear.
Believe me, the vocation of a
priest, and I would add of a country
priest (our Lord was a country
priest) is the sublimest of all. That
of writer pales in comparison.
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Deus illuminatio mea, quem timebo?
[“God is my light, whom shall I fear?”
(Psalm 27:1)].
¶Paul Claudel (1868–1955) was a French
poet, dramatist, and diplomat, and a devout
Catholic after his conversion in Notre Dame,
Paris. He appeared on the cover of TIME
Magazine, March 21, 1927 and was awarded
the LL.D. honoris causa by Bates College
in Lewiston, Maine. Claudel was elected to
Academie francaise in 1946.

ACTIVE IN THE
LIFE OF CHRIST

T

HE parable by which Jesus tells
us something about the Kingdom
of Heaven seems strangely applicable
to the Catholic Church in America in
our day. The question is: have we built
upon the rock of faith which is Peter,
or have we built upon the sand? And
you don’t have to be an architect or
general building contractor to figure
out where building upon sand leads!
During the Advent season what are
we to do? Waiting for Christ’s coming
involves activity on our part. We
cannot simply do nothing until God
comes to make us winners! Christian
expectation is more than wishful
thinking. It is participating in the life
of Christ which is with us now, just as
He promised.
The other day I just happened to be
in a Charleston, South Carolina post
office mailing a package. A southern
lady came up to wait in line behind
me and was mumbling about how the
clerk had sold her the wrong stamps.
She was evidently trying to draw me
into conversation.
So I looked at what she had and saw
they were Kwanzaa stamps, with a
dazzling multi-colored pattern. I said
to the woman, “That’s not Christmas;

its pagan.” This got the clerk
into it, who said the woman had
asked for holiday stamps and that
is what she got. To which the
woman replied “I want Christmas
stamps for my Christmas cards.”
So I said, “Get the Botticelli
stamp that has the Virgin Mary
with Jesus and John the Baptist.”
Well, the woman was grateful
that a Yankee from Boston had
been able to read, and straighten
things out, and even allowed that
as she had gone to Smith College,
there were some things up North
that were all right!
Annually we are assaulted with
a barrage of “holiday greetings”
and “yuletide” celebrations, a
season of peace that forgets
that Christ Jesus is the Prince of
Peace. Ignoring Christ is only
more blatant and noticeable in
December, but it is with us year
round.
Now is a time for intelligent
participation and active alert
Christian living of a type called
for by the Advent season. We
are to engage the world, not
retire from it. And rather than
be discouraged, let the silence,
and even the very absence of the
Sweet Name of Jesus, make us all
the more desirous of His Presence
in our lives.
¶A sermon preached by Father Bradford
in St Theresa of Avila Church on
December 4, 2008.

						

SHORT NOTES
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Rectory. If you know of anyone who
is interested in becoming a Catholic
or learning what the Church teaches, please let them know classes
are available. The course is based
upon The Catechism of the Catholic
Church. A syllabus is available.
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COMMENTS ON THE TIMES

In the November elections, the voting citizens of Maine rescinded a
state law recognizing as marriage
the union of homosexual partners.
Massachusetts will remember that
the Commonwealth is saddled with
Ñ Parishioner Steve Cavanaugh and legal same-sex “marriage” by ruling
Fr. Bradford were intereviewed for a of the Supreme Judicial Court, and
story in the Friday October 30th issue that by the chicanery of the state
of The Pilot regarding the Vatican legislature the voting citizens of the
Ñ Many thanks to Fr. Brian Clary, response to worldwide Anglican Commonwealth were not allowed to
pastor of St. Mary of the Assumption overtures for reconciliation and re- ratify or reject that ruling. So much
Parish in Brookline for his kind per- union. Fr. Bradford was also quoted for democracy in Massachusetts! We
mission to use St. Lawrence Church in an article appearing in the October have come a long way since Judge
for our annual All Souls’ Day Re- 31st issue of the London Tablet, and Louis Brandeis said “The most imquiem Mass on Monday, November was a guest on the “This is the Day” portant political office is that of the
2nd. We are also grateful to Fr. Charles program on Boston Catholic Televi- private citizen.”
Higgins, pastor of Mary Immaculate sion, which aired on Friday, October
of Lourdes Parish in Newton for the 30th and is syndicated in other parts
loan of some lovely Mass vestments of the country.
used that evening.
Ñ We were saddened to learn of the
death on April 29th of parishioner Don
Bubeck. With his wife Brenda, Don
was received and confirmed in the first
year of the congregation’s existence.
The Bubecks live in Brockton. Burial
was in Gethsemane Cemetery, West
Roxbury. Don was 80 years old. May
he rest in peace.

Ñ During the Advent season the Mass
music will be the Fourth Communion
Service, the plainsong setting. We
will return to the Healy Willan Mass
setting for Christmas.
Ñ Copies of Fr. Stravinskas’ Advent
Meditations are available for purchase
and use for your daily devotions during Advent. On sale after Sunday
Mass.
Ñ A reminder that the Christmas collection is for the benefit of the retired
clergy of the Archdiocese of Boston,
their pension and health care benefits.
Please be generous.
Ñ The Congregation will observe
the Feast of the Epiphany with the
Universal Church on Wednesday,
January 6th, with an evening Mass at
7:30 p.m.
Ñ Inquirers’ Classes are available
on Wednesday or Thursday evenings
with the Chaplain in the St. Theresa

Anglican Maps to Rome
The 2010 Anglican Use Conference
June 10–12, 2010

An annual gathering
of Anglican and Catholic clergy and laity examining
the means available to Episcopal and Anglican
individuals and congregations to fulfill our Lord's call
"that we all may be one" in the Catholic Church.

Hosted by His Excellency,
Archbishop John J. Myers
at Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Newark, New Jersey
Speakers:

The Right Reverend Alan Hopes
Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster

Dr. William Oddie
former editor of The Catholic Herald and
author of Chesterton and the Romance of Orthodoxy
Dr. Anne Barbeau Gardiner,
,
author of Ancient Faith and Modern Freedom
in John Dryden's The Hind and the Panther and
Professor emeritus John Jay College,
CUNY
,
Msgr. James Sheehan,
Incoming secretary to the Pastoral Provision
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
CHRISTMAS EVE
Procession and Blessing of the Creche
Solemn Mass and Sermon
7:30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DAY
Low Mass and Sermon 10:30 a.m.
Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation

St. Stephen,
The First Martyr

S
Sunday, December 27, 2009
THE HOLY FAMILY
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas
Solemn Mass and Sermon at 10:30 a.m.
A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS
(Anglican Use)
Saint Theresa of Avila Church at 5:00 p.m
A reception follows this service
Friday, January 1, 2010
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Octave of Christmas
Holy Day of Obligation
Solemn Mass and Sermon
10:30 a.m.

TEPHEN, one of the disciples
of our Lord, “a man full of
faith and the Holy Ghost,” was
ordained one of the seven deacons
for the distribution of alms to the
needy faithful. He was brought
before the Sanhedrim, of whom
the high priest was Caiaphas. His
eloquent speech was a stinging
reproach to his self-conscious
judges, and he was cast out of the
court and stoned to death, outside
what is now called the “Gate of S.
Stephen.” S. Stephen was the first
to witness for Christ by martyrdom.
His relics were in a church dedicated to him in Jerusalem, in 422.
¶ Because he is the proto martyr,
Stephen’s day in the calendar is
immediately after Christmas Day,
December 26th, a Saturday this
year. Low Mass & Sermon at 9 a.m.
in the convent chapel.
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Blessed John Mason
Martyr († 1591)
N the morning of November
8,1591, the English Catholic
layman John Mason came to the
London home of (Blessed) Swithin
Wells to attend a Mass celebrated by
(Blessed) Father Edmund Genings
(see December 10). Just as Father
Genings was reciting the words
of consecration, the murderous
Elizabethan agent and “priestcatcher” Richard Topcliffe burst
through the doors. John Mason
and the other laymen present rose
from their knees to thwart the
advance of the notorious henchman
and to protect the Eucharist from
profanation. As one of the men
wrestled with Topcliffe, both
tumbled out the door and down
the staircase. The priest (Blessed)
Polydore Plasden, who was also
present, thereupon barred the door
to give Father Genings enough time
to finish the Mass and consume
the Eucharist before Topcliffe reentered the room. Both priests and
the Catholic laymen and women
in attendance were thereafter taken
into custody by Topcliffe, who was
nursing both a bruised head and a
bruised ego from his tumble. On
December 10, 1591, John Mason
was executed for having helped
Father Genings to finish the Mass
by keeping Topcliffe at bay.

O

Reprinted from Magnificat, December 2007,
Vol. 9, No. 10, p. 159. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net.
All rights reserved.

Blessed Richard Langley
Martyr († 1586)

ICHARD
Langley,
R
Grimthorpe,
England,
Catholic husband and father

of
a
of
five children, was known for his
deep piety. He provided two safe
houses for Catholic priests laboring
in secret during Queen Elizabeth
I’s ongoing persecution of English
Catholics. In October of 1586,
Elizabethan agents raided the two
hiding places, arresting Richard and
two priests. The three were arraigned
together with another priest, Father
Alexander Crow. Upon entering
the court and spotting Father Crow,
Richard threw himself at his feet
and asked for his priestly blessing.
During the arraignment, Richard
was subjected to a barrage of insults,
to which he replied by declaring he
would never repent of the assistance
he had given to priests, whom
he described as messengers sent
by God. Condemned to death for
sheltering Catholic priests under his
roof, Richard awaited the day of his
execution with a joyful spirit that
won the admiration of his jailer. The
latter wept for his prisoner when on
December 1,1586, he was led out
to be hanged. Richard was so highspirited that he outran the sheriff in
going to the scaffold.
Reprinted from Magnificat, December
2007, Vol. 9, No. 10, p. 35. With permission
of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie 201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net.
All rights reserved.
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A European court of human rights
based in Strasbourg, France, ruled
that the display of crucifixes in
Italian public schools violates
religious and education freedoms.
The Vatican denounced the ruling.
The court said the crucifixes could
be disturbing to non-Christians or
athiest pupils, according to the
Associated Press news service.
What does the court say about the
fact that we find it disturbing that
the Church of St Sophia (Holy
Wisdom) in Constantinople was
turned into a mosque and today
in modern Istanbul serves as a
museum?

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Theresa Convent
Chapel
10 St. Theresa Ave.
West Roxbury, Mass.
(Enter through the side door.)
Sundays 10:30 a.m.*
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Lounge after Mass

*but see the note on changes in Short
Notes.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
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St. Theresa Church and Convent Chapel,
West Roxbury, MA 02132 Pine Lodge
Road (off St. Theresa Avenue)

Park either in the church parking lot or on Pine
Lodge Road. The side door of the convent is open
during the time of our services.
Directions by Car: From the North: Route 128 to
Route 109, which becomes Spring Street in West
Roxbury. Spring Street ends at a traffic light at Centre Street in sight of the church. At this light bear
left onto Centre St. and immediately turn right at the
next light onto St. Theresa Ave.
From the South: Route 1 north through Dedham
to Spring Street. Turn right onto Spring Street then
follow the directions above.
From Dorchester and Mattapan: Cummins Highway to Belgrade Avenue to Centre Street left on St.
Theresa Ave.
From Boston: VFW Parkway to LaGrange Street.
Turn left onto LaGrange Street, crossing Centre
Street and turn right onto Landseer Street. Turn left
into the church parking lot.
Directions by Public Transportation: Orange line to
Forest Hills terminal. Bus to West Roxbury. #35 bus
to Dedham Mall. #36, #37, and #38 also stop at St. Theresa’s. Commuter train to West Roxbury Station is a short walk to
St. Theresa’s. Departs from South Station, but no Sunday service is available.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

