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@Contra Mundum@

NEW LOCATION FOR ANGLICAN USE

ON December 10th we were 
notified that Cardinal 

O’Malley has given his consent 
to our plan to move The Con-
gregationof Saint Athanasius 
from West Roxbury to Saint 
Lawrence Church in Chestnut 
Hill. The church is located at 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9). 
The church parking lot is behind 
the church, accessed from Heath 
Street and Reservoir Road. Our 
Sunday Mass time is 11:30 a.m.

Saint Lawrence Parish was sup-
pressed several years ago and now 
offers pastoral care under the direc-
tion of Fr. Brian Clary, pastor of St. 
Mary of the Assumption Church in 
Brookline Village. St. Lawrence 
currently has a Sunday Mass at 9:00 
a.m., followed by Christian educa-
tion and coffee hour. The church is 
also used for weddings and funer-
als. Saint Mary’s has two full-time 
priests and several others who live in 
the rectory and assist with services. 
The Saint Lawrence Rectory, next 
door to the church, houses seminar-
ians of the Neo-catechumenal Way, 
a Catholic association which does 
not use the church building.

A new location was made neces-
sary when the Saint Theresa Con-

vent in West Roxbury was closed 
for repairs. The Congregation was 
permitted to use the Saint Theresa 
of Avila Chapel on Sundays at 5:00 
p.m., thanks to the kind permission 
of Monsignor William M. Helmick, 
Pastor. A search began, looking 
for Sunday morning space in a 
church in the central region of the 
Archdiocese. Saint Lawrence was 
chosen for its availability, location, 
access to public transportation, 
and architecture. We believe the 
Anglican Use will be a good fit in 
the church.

The Bishop of the Central Region 
of the Archdiocese, Most Revd. 
Robert F. Hennessey, has been a 
great supporter of our move and 
was instrumental in making it hap-
pen. And Fr. Brian Clary, Pastor of 
St. Mary’s, has been encouraging 

and welcoming. At his invitation 
Fr. Bradford met with the Parish 
Council to discuss the proposal 
and work out some details. Some 
of the St. Lawrence parishioners 
have already attended several 
of our Masses in the church and 
have also made us feel welcome. 
It is necessary to point out that 
because Saint Lawrence is a 
suppressed parish, the use of the 
building and property is subject 

directly to the needs of the Archdio-
cese of Boston. We have been told 
that we would be given long advance 
notice if the property use were to 
change. Meantime, we have a church 
setting and a Sunday morning Mass 
time, which are things we very much 
wanted to have again.

When you come to Saint Lawrence 
you might decide to approach the 
parking lot from Heath Street and 
thereby avoid Route 9, which can 
have a high volume of traffic (maybe 
less on Sundays?). The church is a 
fifteen-minute walk from Cleveland 
Circle Green Line trolleys, and Bus 
60 has a stop at the church, in both 
directions. Check with the MBTA 
for more information.

Saint Aidan’s Church in Brookline 
was our first church home, after our 
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FEAST OF THE 
EPIPHANY

Wednesday, January 6, 2010
Procession, 

Epiphany Proclamation
Solemn Mass & Sermon

7:30 p.m.
Saint Lawrence Church

early days at Saint Mary’s in Ded-
ham. When after two years Saint 
Aidan’s was closed, we were in need 
of a roof over our heads. Monsignor 
William Helmick kindly took us in 
and gave us the use of the St. The-
resa Convent Chapel. We were also 
able to use various common rooms 
in the convent for social gatherings. 
And when the main church or chapel 
were not in use in that very busy par-
ish, we were welcomed to schedule 
events in those places as well. We 
didn’t expect to stay very long in 
what we thought would be temporary 
quarters, but for various reasons the 
arrangement lasted for nine years. 
Monsignor Helmick often greeted 
parishioners on Sunday mornings 
and one of the parochial vicars at 
St. Theresa’s, Fr. Charles Higgins, 
became a most frequent celebrant 
and often preached at Evensong and 
other services. He is now pastor of 
Mary Immaculate of Lourdes Parish 
in Newton Lower Falls. Monsignor 
Helmick never asked for anything 
in return, and was (and is) always 
concerned about the well-being of 
the Congregation. Without his kind-
ness, care and generosity, the little 
flock might not have survived. And 
we are all grateful.

Father Bradford remains a paro-
chial vicar in St. Theresa of Avila 
Parish, will continue to live in West 
Roxbury, and maintain his office in 
the St. Theresa Rectory. So there are 
no new telephone numbers to write 
down!

Three of the past four Sovreign 
Pontiffs of the Roman Church are 
on record in appreciation of the An-
glican patrimony and the gifts it can 
bring to the Universal Church. Pope 
John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI 

have put that appreciation into pro-
visions of extraordinary generosity, 
the Pastoral Provision of Pope John 
Paul II for the Anglican Usage of 
the Roman Rite (1980) primarily for 
implementation in the United States, 
and the Apostolic Constitution An-
glicanorum Coetibus (November 4, 
2009) of Pope Benedict XVI, provid-
ing for ordinariates worldwide. We 
hope that our witness and mission 
in and from Saint Lawrence Church 
will help many souls locally to un-
derstand that the way to preserve 
what is worthwhile in the Anglican 
expression of the Christian faith is 
by bringing it under the protection 
of the Holy See. Ñ

BAPTISM 
OF THE 
LORD

THAT Jesus should come and 
be baptized by John is surely 

cause for amazement. To think of the 
infinite river that gladdens the city 
of God being bathed in a poor little 
stream of the eternal; the unfathom-
able fountainhead that gives life to 
all men being immersed in the shal-
low waters of this transient world! 
He who fills all creation, leaving no 
place devoid of his presence, he who 
is incomprehensible to the angels 
and hidden from the sight of man, 
came to be baptized because it was 
his will. And behold, the heavens 
opened and a voice said: “This is 

my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased.”

The beloved Father begets love, and 
spiritual light generates light inac-
cessible. In his divine nature he is 
my only Son, though he was known 
as the son of Joseph. This is my be-
loved Son. Though hungry himself, 
he feeds thousands; though weary, 
he refreshes those who labor. He has 
no place to lay his head yet holds all 
creation in his hand. By his passion 
[inflicted on him by others], he frees 
us from the passions [unleashed by 
our disobedience]; by receiving a 
blow on the cheek, he gives the world 
its liberty; by being pierced in the 
side, he heals the wound of Adam.

I ask you now to pay close attention, 
for I want to return to that fountain 
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Baptism of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 10, 2010
Asperges me

Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

Saint Lawrence Church

HOSTING THE  
DOMINICAN  
LAY FORUM

ON SUNDAY, January 17th, the 
Congregation will host the 

Greater Boston Pro Chapter of St. 
Dominic for a meeting to be held in 
St. Theresa of Avila Church, West 
Roxbury. The Dominican Forum 
Series presentation will feature the 
Chaplain, Fr. Bradford, discussing 
the recent Apostolic Constitution 
Anglicanorum Coetibus. The Forum 
presentation is open to the public 
without charge, and will take place 
in the church’s pavilion. We will con-
clude the day with Evensong & Ser-
mon in the main church. The Forum 
begins at 2:30 p.m. and the Evensong 
is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. Ñ

of life and contemplate its healing 
waters at their source.

The Father of immortality sent his 
immortal Son and Word into the 
world; he came to us men to cleanse 
us with water and the Spirit. To give 
us a new birth that would make 
our bodies and souls immortal, he 
breathed into us the spirit of life and 
armed us with incorruptibility. Now 
if we become immortal, we shall also 
be divine; and if we become divine 
after rebirth in baptism through 
water and the Holy Spirit, we shall 
also be coheirs with Christ after the 
resurrection of the dead.

Therefore, in a herald’s voice I cry: 
Let peoples of every nation come and 
receive the immortality that flows 
from baptism. This is the water that 
irrigates Paradise, makes the earth 
fertile, gives growth to plants, and 
brings forth living creatures. In short, 
this is the water by which a man re-
ceives new birth and life, the water 
in which even Christ was baptized, 
the water into which the Holy Spirit 
descended in the form of a dove.

Whoever goes down into these wa-
ters of rebirth with faith renounces 
the devil and pledges himself to 
Christ. He repudiates the enemy and 
confesses that Christ is God, throws 
off his servitude, and is raised to filial 
status. He comes up from baptism 
resplendent as the sun, radiant in his 
purity, but above all, he comes as a 
son of God and a coheir with Christ. 
To him and to his most holy and life-
giving Spirit be glory and power now 
and for ever. Amen. Ñ
¶ From a sermon attributed to Saint Hip-
polytus, Roman priest and martyr in 235 
a.d.

ROE V WADE

TODAY is the 36th anniversary of 
the U.S. Supreme Court deci-

sion that made abortion on demand 
a legally protected “right” in our na-
tion. It is an incredibly bad law. You 
cannot protect a “right” that isn’t a 
right. The court declared that a living 
pre-born human child does not have 
the same fundamental right not to be 
killed as a post-birth human child. It 
simply does not make sense.

It is bad law that made a vulner-
able person’s right to life contingent 
upon the mother’s whim to have the 
baby or not. But in point of fact, 
she “had” the baby when a human 
sperm penetrated a human ovum and 
became a zygote. She had her free-
dom to choose. But that was before 
conception.

There is no way our society can 
claim God’s protection, or an an-
swer to any of our entreaties, when 
we usurp His sovereignty over us as 
Lord of life. That sovereignty is His 
and is not delegated to an expectant 
mother nor to a nation’s supreme 
court.

At the moment when our nation has 
a new President, we have a national 
government and a national media that 
want to declare abortion on demand 
as a settled question. They even want 
to go so far as to take away legal pro-
tection for those whose conscientious 
action is to affirm the dignity God has 
conferred upon all human life.

Wrong is wrong even if everyone is 
wrong, and right is right even if no 
one is right. My youngest daughter 
is a physician soon to enter into the 
practice of medicine. She has already 
during her residency period had to 
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A YEAR FOR PRIESTS
JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 11, 2010

TO LIVE in the midst of the world 
without wishing its pleasures; 

to be a member of each family, yet 
belonging to none; to share all suffer-
ings; to penetrate all secrets; to heal 
all wounds; to go from men to God 
and offer Him their prayers; to return 
from God to men to bring pardon and 
hope; to have a heart of fire for charity 
and a heart of bronze for chastity; to 
teach and to pardon; console and bless 
always. My God, what a life! And it is 
yours, O Priest of Jesus Christ! Ñ
¶Fr. Jean-Baptiste Henri Lacordaire, O.P. 
(1802–1861), a leader in the Catholic revival 
in France following the Napoleonic era.

say to those desiring abortions, “I 
am a doctor. I practice the healing 
arts.” I have suggested she should 
add, “If you want an exterminator, 
look up pest control in the Yel-
low Pages.” But if the Freedom 
of Choice Act becomes law, such 
comments could land a physi-
cian in jail. It is conceivable that 
Catholic preaching could someday 
land the priest in jail. Think of it! 
If you want to receive Our Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament you would 
have to visit the jail to go to Mass, 
because that is where the priests 
would be, locked up for affirming 
life and Biblical morality in the 
face of bad law.

Today the annual March for Life 
in Washington, D.C. was once 
again the nation’s most important 
public witness that the direct tak-
ing of innocent human life is al-
ways and everywhere wrong. And 
that such an affront to the dignity 
and worth of the individual human 
being affects every other aspect 
of how we live as a society and 
nation. If you get abortion wrong, 
you get everything wrong.

And so by our prayer and active 
efforts today, and every day, the 
members of the Catholic Church 
will continue to make the case for 
Human Life as God has given it to 
us. Any other life is a lie, and the 
devil is “the father of lies.” Ñ
A sermon preached by Father Bradford 
in Saint Theresa of Avila Church, 22 
January 2009.

THE HOLY FAMILY
ColleCt

O LORD JESUS CHRIST, who 
by thy wondrous holiness didst 
adorn a human home, and by 
thy subjection to Mary and Jo-
seph didst consecrate the order 
of earthly families: Grant that 
we, being enlightened by the 
example of their life with thee 
in thy holy family, and assisted 
by their prayers; may at last be 
joined with them in thine eter-
nal fellowship. Who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

CAFETERIA  
CATHOLICS

U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy (D-
Rhode Island) was a last minute addi-
tion to our all-turkey guest list. This 
week, the son of the late Ted Ken-
nedy went public with a 2007 move 
by Providence Bishop Thomas Tobin 
to bar him from receiving Eucharist 
at Catholic Mass due to his unwaver-
ing support of abortion rights. What 
is galling is how Kennedy’s dredg-
ing up of the incident has stirred 
up a loud chorus on anti-Catholic 
invective.

There is plenty one could take is-
sue with regarding the intersection 
of Catholicism and politics. Such 
debate can even be healthy for the 
faithful, something many a Jesuit 
might attest to. But Patches is doing 
what so many “cafeteria Catholics” 
do, thinking that the church should 
bow to the will of a subset. Like it 

or not, the Vatican, through its 
bishops and cardinals, has very 
clear-cut demands of its followers 
and these edicts are not multiple 
choice. One may have the right to 
disagree with the rules that are set 
down, but the institution can—and 
usually will—push back. Kenne-
dy’s actions and his failure to play 
by the rules of his professed faith 
has sparked anti-Catholic attacks 
that—plain and simple—are the 
sort of persecution that no reli-
gion in this country should suffer 
through.
¶ From an editorial titled “Carving the 
Turkeys” in The Bulletin, a Boston 
neighborhood newspaper (November 25, 
2009 issue).
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, 
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Ave. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

OVER the years 200 men and 
women have been beatified for 

their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith 
in the British Isles during and after the 
Protestant Reformation. Here we con-
tinue brief mention of some of these 
individual martyrs.

Blessed James Bell

Priest and Martyr (c. 1524–1584)

IN 1581, James Bell, an English 
Catholic priest who had aposta-

tized to Protestantism, was seeking 
assignment to a Protestant church 
when he met a Catholic woman who 
urged him to return to the Catholic 
faith. She reminded him that he was 
ordained a priest to celebrate Mass 
and administer the sacraments, and 
pressed him to think of all the good 
he could do for others by his priestly 
ministry and example. When thereaf-
ter Father Bell fell ill, he asked for a 
Catholic priest to hear his confession 
and reconcile him to the Church. He 

learned anew how to celebrate Mass 
and recite the divine office. On Janu-
ary 17, 1584, he was arrested by the 
Protestant regime of Queen Elizabeth 
I. Upon learning that Father Bell 
had been reconciled to the Catholic 
Church, his judges exclaimed, “Oh, 
that is high treason!” The priest re-
plied, “It is nothing else but the holy 
sacrament of penance.” When Father 
Bell admitted that he had author-
ity to hear confessions, one judge 
asked him in scorn, “What, can you 
forgive sins?” “Aye, that I can,” he 
answered, “to him that will confess 
his sins and be truly pentitent for 
them.” Father Bell was executed on 
April 20, 1584.

Reprinted from Magnificat, April 2009, 
Vol. 11, No. 2, p. 212. With permission 
of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 
201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. 
All rights reserved.

BRITISH MARTYRS Blessed John speed

Martyr (†1594)

JOHN SPEED, an English Catho-
lic layman, was arrested and 

condemned to death by the Protes-
tant regime of Queen Elizabeth I. 
He was charged with having assisted 
Catholic priests. Speed would act as 
a guide for the priests, leading them 
from one Catholic home to another. 
After refusing offers of clemency 
if he would apostatize, he was ex-
ecuted by hanging in Durham. He is 
described as undergoing his death 
sentence with constancy.

Reprinted from Magnificat, February 2009, 
Vol. 10, No. 13, p. 75. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. 
All rights reserved.

CANDLEMAS
commonly called the Presentation 

of Christ in the Temple and the 
Purification of the Virgin

Tuesday, February 2nd. 
Blessing of Candles, 

Procession, Solemn Mass & 
Sermon. 

You may bring unused  
household candles 

 for blessing. 
7:30 p.m. 

Saint Lawrence Church.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston 
Street (Route 9).
Park either in the church parking lot behind the 
Church, off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn 
left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park 
Plaza becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 
miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 
miles. Go straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 
miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 
miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. Drive for 
0.1 miles. Parking lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line 
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a 
stop in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-
minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green 
Line station.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132


