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NOTE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
For we can do nothing against the truth,
but for the truth. 2 Corinthians 13:8

M

ARY Magdalene once lived a
life centered around herself,
and there was no real satisfaction.
Then she met God Incarnate, and in
that experience found that life’s true
definition is revealed in the love of
God. So Mary Magdalene lived for
the Kingdom of God and its King.
But, she found jealousies, frictions,
and doubts, even in the inner circle
around Jesus. And when she saw
the dead Lord held in the arms
of His mother, it seemed to Mary
Magdalene that the true reality was
not afterall divine love but the cold
silence of death.
Peter, James, and John, and the
others were having the same experience. They had seen Jesus transfigured during a night of prayer. They
concluded that their mountain top
experience was the true reality most
often veiled from our sight. But
they came down the mountain and
ran headlong into the world’s pain
and off-the-track wanderings. Like
Mary Magdalene, they watched
as the sorrow and sin of the world
closed in upon Jesus. The transfigured face of the Lord was now the
disfigured face of the Passion, and
the Lord Who healed others seemed

unable to save Himself. What was
their conclusion? That light failed
in the contest over darkness, that
love and hope could not triumph
over hate and despair.
But if the apostles and Mary Magdalene had lost their faith and hope
they did not lose their love. We do
not turn love off as if it were a cold
water faucet! And so on Easter Day,
love did what faith and hope found
unreasonable and impossible. Love
took Mary Magdalene to the sepulcher. Love took the disciples to the
Upper Room. These were places
Jesus had last been with them, and
for love of Him they wanted to be
there.

So how amazed was Mary Magdalene in the darkness to discover the
stone rolled away! In great anguish
she fled to tell Peter and John. And
they ran to the tomb and found it as
she had said. But the sight worked
on one of them differently than the
other two. John “saw and believed.”
Still, the two men left and went back
to the city. Mary stayed, and became
conscious of a Presence, then her
name was spoken by a familiar
voice, and she knelt in the Presence
of the Lord. The final reality had to
be revised once again. It was not the
death of His Life, but the life of His
Love. Then that evening in the Upper Room, the apostles were afraid,
in truth. Why in truth? Because they
were together, and that was what
they had in common, that the Lord
Jesus had brought them together.
Now that He was dead and perhaps
His body was missing, they would
do anything for Him. Again, not in
faith or hope, but in love.
Then He was with them, and the
familiar voice said, “Peace be unto
you.” Suddenly, the fear of the Jews
and the power of their own panic
and despair were gone, vanquished
by the reality of Christ’s presence
and peace.
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HOLY WEEK 2010

Maundy Thursday, April 1st
7:00 p.m. COMMEMORATION OF THE LAST SUPPER
(Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish
service at Saint Lawrence Church
watch at the Altar of Repose until 10:00 p.m.
all are invited)
nd
Good Friday, April 2
3:00 p.m...................................... The Good Friday Liturgy
The Reading of the Passion – The Solemn Collects
Veneration of the Cross
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified
Holy Saturday, April 3rd
9:00 a.m...................................................The Altar Service
10:45 - 11:30 a.m...........Confessions (priests of Opus Dei)
7:30 p.m............................. THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL
Blessing of the Paschal Candle – The Prophecies
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Solemn Mass & Sermon
th
Easter Day, April 4
11:30 a.m.............................................. Solemn Procession
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Notes continued from page 61

The message of the Resurrection is
that the power of Jesus remained unharmed. The world and the devil had
given it their best shot. But neither
death nor hate, nor fear, nor force,
nor injustice, could conquer. The
judgment of God reverses and cancels the judgment of the world. The
ultimate reality is the righteousness
of God, and it is manifested in the
Resurrection of Christ. The Church
herself exists because the ultimate
reality is love not hate, truth not
falsehood, righteousness not force,
life not death, the Kingdom of God
not the competing factions of men.
Father Bradford

EVENSONG and BENEDICTION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday
April 11, 2010
5:00 p.m.
Father Thomas B. Corcoran, preaching

¶Fr. Corcoran is Parochial Vicar in Saint Ann and Saint Catherine of Genoa
parishes, Somerville.
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WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT JESUS?

I

NTERESTED readers will
have noticed that there are
many new books and magazine
issues being produced every year
that claim to have “new” and
“surprising” information about
Christianity and Jesus. These
works commonly come out during the Fall to be available at
Christmastime and are designed
to take advantage of the annual
interest in religious matters and in
the great frenzy of present-buying
that comes each year.

Recently U.S. News & World
Report published a “Collector’s
Edition” entitled: “Mysteries of
Faith: Secrets of Christianity.”
This is a good example of this
genre of publication. Its contents
are a mishmash of different topics surrounding Christianity and
the study of its history. It includes
groups of chapters entitled: “Who
Was Jesus?”, “Unearthing the Gospels”, “Martyrs, Heretics, and History”, and “Miracles, Faith, and
Science.” These are perfectly reasonable areas to discuss, for they
have all been very active in the last
25 years or so, but they have nothing in common except a likelihood
of drawing in readers whose only
knowledge comes from the sensational accounts in newspapers
and on television. These are not
scholarly collections.
What does it mean to say that? It
is not the case that there is nothing of interest or nothing written
by reputable people in these sorts
of productions, but the content is
skewed to sensationalism. The
care that separates scholarship

from idle imagination is disregarded.
A good example is the section at the
back of the U.S. News & World Report
“Collector’s Edition”. There are two
pages called “Resources” containing 6
columns of books and DVDs for further study. It is a collection that emphasizes the sensational and iconoclastic,
featuring many works by writers who
are not professional experts in the fields
covered. A neophyte, coming to these
books, would have little sense of where
scholarship in these areas really is and
how broadly the range of opinions is
spread. A book by Marx and a book by
Milton Friedman would not represent
the “range of the field” in Economics.
Similarly, a book by Bart Ehrman or
Tom Wright would not represent a
study of Jesus. This is not education;
it is business, using scholars to sell a
product.

There is no need to turn to this sort
of publication for information about
the life of Jesus and the history of the
Church. There are many good resources to use to gain a balanced sense of
what we know of early Church History
and the life of Jesus. This is, in fact, a
golden age for people who are interested in those subjects. Our knowledge
of the ancient world is growing all the
time and we can know more about the
early Church than at any time since the
fall of the Roman Empire.
My advice for anyone interested in
learning more about these subjects (or
any other topic in Religion or Theology) is to ask a more knowledgeable
person to steer you to responsible
books and articles to examine: books;
that is, that are the expression of
responsible scholarship rather than
merely tools to part you from your

money or to advance an agenda
that is not scholarly. Read a book
on these topics with your Bible
Study or Book Group. I do not
think that you will be using your
time wisely if you just wander into
a bookstore to see what they have
on their shelves. You will find a
lot of things there to choose from,
some of them very good, perhaps.
But do not be misled: the largest
and most expensive things will
always be full of “new” and “surprising” discoveries about Jesus
and Christianity (many of which
are neither new nor true). If you
are willing to spend your time
and money in study, you ought to
spend some of that time finding the
best materials to use. Don’t ask a
salesman; ask your priest.
Dr. Paul S. Russell

¶Dr. Russell is academic dean of St.
Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Theological College. This article appeared in The
Epistle, the college’s newsletter (Lent
2008 issue).

Please return your filled coin folder during
Eastertide. Proceeds benefit the work of
Catholic Charities.
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A YEAR FOR
PRIESTS

JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 19, 2010

I

WOULD beg for you this
privilege, that the public
world might never know you
for praise or for blame, that you
should do a good deal of hard work
in your generation, and prosecute
many useful labors, and effect a
number of religious purposes, and
send many souls to heaven, and
take men by surprise, how much
you were really doing, when they
happened to come near enough to
see it; but that by the world you
should be over-looked, that you
should not be known out of your
place, that you should work for
God alone with a pure heart and
single eye, without the distractions
of human applause, and should
make him your sole hope, and his
eternal heaven your sole aim, and
have your reward, not partly here,
but fully and entirely hereafter.
¶John Henry Newman, The Mission of
Saint Philip Neri
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diocese. Please be generous.

Ñ During Eastertide the Regina
Coeli is sung in place of the Angelus
after Mass on Sundays. The text is
found in the service leaflet.
Ñ April 2nd is the anniversary of the
death of Pope John Paul II. May he
rest in peace. This year April 2nd is
Good Friday.

Ñ Many thanks for your donations
to cover the cost of Easter flowers
in Saint Lawrence Church. Our
memorials and thanksgivings are
listed each year in the Easter service
leaflet.
Ñ The sixth annual Boston Men’s
Catholic Conference will be held
at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross
on April 17th, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30
p . m . The celebrant and homilist
for the Mass that day will be Séan
Patrick Cardinal O’Malley. More
details and tickets are available at
the web site, http://www.catholicboston.com

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to our guest
preachers and celebrants during
Lent. Fr. James O’Driscoll was
our celebrant on Sunday, March
7th. Our preachers included Deacon Michael Connolly, Fr. Robert
Congdon, The Very Rev’d. Arthur
L. Kennedy, and Fr. Peter Stravinskas. We are grateful for their time
with us.
Ñ A reminder that the Easter collection at Mass is given to the work
of the Clergy Benefit Trust in its
care of retired clergy of the arch-
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Anglican Maps to Rome
The 2010 Anglican Use Conference
June 10–12, 2010
Hosted by His Excellency,
Archbishop John J. Myers
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newark,
New Jersey
Speakers:
Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta
Ochoa de Chinchetru
Secretary, Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts
Dr. William Oddie,
former editor of The Catholic Herald
and author of Chesterton and the
Romance of Orthodoxy
and The Roman Option
Dr. Anne Barbeau Gardiner,
Professor emerita, John Jay College,
CUNY, author of Ancient Faith and
Modern Freedom in John Dryden’s The
Hind and the Panther
Sr. Elaine, ASSP
All Saints Sisters of the Poor
St. Anna House, Philadelphia

The symbol for the evangelist
St. Mark is the lion, because his
Gospel opens with the preaching
of St. John the Bapist, the voice
of one crying in the wilderness.
The feast of St. Mark is April 25th,
which is a Sunday this year.

For conference registration and hotel
reservation information visit:
http://www.anglicanuseconference.com
For more information, call
(570) 343-0634
GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR
ANGLICAN/EPISCOPAL CLERGY
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Blessed Francis Dickenson
Priest and Martyr († 1590)

F

10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.

Blessed Robert Watkinson
Priest and Martyr (c. 1579–1602)

H

AVING been asked as a seminarian to complete a biographical questionnaire, Robert Watkinson, of Hemingborough, England,
described in rather humorous terms
his early childhood years in the village of his birth: “Here I spent ten
years or thereabouts, partly in the
first rudiments of education, partly
in doing nothing.” After beginning
his seminary studies in Rome, he
went to Douai, France, where he was
ordained in March of 1602 at the age
of twenty-two. Shortly afterward,
Father Watkinson arrived in England
to begin his priestly labors there. His
formerly robust constitution had by
this time fallen prey to chronic infirmity. On an April day in 1602, Father
Watkinson encountered a mysterious
stranger, who said to him, “Jesus
bless you, sir; you seem to be sick
and troubled with many infirmities,
but be of good cheer, for within four
days you shall be cured of all.” The
man disappeared immediately afterwards. A day later, Father Watkinson
was arrested by agents of Queen
Elizabeth I’s anti-Catholic regime.
He had been a priest for only about
a month when on April 20, 1602 he
was executed at Tyburn, London.

RANCIS Dickenson, of Yorkshire, England, studied for the
priesthood in France, where he was
subsequently ordained. In 1589 he
boarded a ship bound for his native
land, intending to serve the country’s
Catholics persecuted under Queen
Elizabeth I. The vessel, however,
foundered in a storm, forcing the
crew and passengers to abandon
ship along England’s southeast
coast. Among the castaways were
Father Dickenson and a fellow priest,
(Blessed) Miles Gerard. The two
were immediately arrested by Elizabethan agents. In the government
transcription of Father Dickenson’s
interrogation, he is recorded as affirming papal primacy, declaring in
regard to the queen’s claim of ecclesiastical supremacy that “he takes the
pope to be above her in ecclesiastical
causes.” The same text records the
priest as testifying that his mission
in returning to England was “to reconcile men to the Catholic Church
and to exercise all the other offices
of a priest.” Father Dickenson was
sentenced to death for his priesthood
together with Father Gerard. Both Reprinted from Magnificat, April 2009,
Vol. 11, No. 2, p. 225. With permission
were executed in April of 1590.
of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie Reprinted from Magnificat, April 2008,
Vol. 10, No. 2, p. 409. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York

201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net.
All rights reserved.

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF...
POSTAL CLERKS
When I asked Randy in the West
Roxbury Post Office if he still had
“Madonna” Christmas stamps for
sale, the answer was “Yes.” So I
bought a book, saying these stamps
looked good on church mailings.
Randy remembered that during the
holidays he was about to sell the
“Madonna” stamp to a woman who
objected, saying, “But I’m Jewish.”
Pointing to the Mother and Child
on the stamps, Randy replied, “So
are they!” The woman bought the
stamps.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the #51
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at
Lee St.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

