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NOTES FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Ascension Day, 2009

IF you have an interest in as-
tronomy or the fortunes of 

the United States manned space 
program you are following the 
progress of repairs being made to 
the Hubbell space telescope. We are 
told it is a dangerous mission, and 
there is a rescue shuttle on standby. 
We’ll all be glad when it is ‘mission 
accomplished.’

Through the past decade it seems 
we have been receiving a continuous 
stream of spectacular photographs 
of outer space made possible by 
these advanced space telescopes 
and the computer imaging of today’s 
science. It wasn’t 200 years ago that 
there were debates in great universi-
ties as to whether the sky itself was 
a dome of crystal. So the men of 
science have helped us recognize 
what we should have realized all 
along, that the evangelists and artists 
who portrayed Christ’s Ascension 
into Heaven were doing nothing 
more than using human language 
and sight when human language and 
sight were inadequate.

When the Apostles described 
Christ as going up they were not 
making assumptions that the con-
ditions of space apply to the super-
natural realm. They were simply 

describing what they observed. But 
the cloud seen in all those paintings 
of the Ascension is our clue to the 
event we observe today. It was not 
simply that Jesus went beyond the 
sight of the Apostles on a day with 
marginal flying conditions, and 
that on a clearer day they would 
have seen the end of His journey! 
Rather, the cloud was the barrier 
of mystery. And its presence means 
that it is impossible to follow the 
stages of Christ’s Ascension, even 
in our imaginations.

So when we say that Christ is 
now sitting at the Right Hand of 
the Father, that is true. But it is us-
ing human language that can only 
go so far by giving us a metaphor. 
Thinking of God as a human king, 
with his right hand beckoning us  

so that he may offer us a crown, is 
all we can do with human language. 
By sitting on the Right Hand of the 
Father, what Christ promises is that 
we will be blessed by God Who is 
pure spirit. Pure spirit, mind you, 
does not mean less real, but the op-
posite. Because God is the source of 
all that is real, it follows that he is 
greater than real!

Ascension Day is a festival we 
must put in context. When we cel-
ebrate Christmas or Easter or Pen-
tecost, it is that there is a coming. 
We can visualize the Christ Child, 
the Resurrected Lord, and even the 
power of the Holy Ghost observed 
in the changed lives of the Apostles. 
But the Ascension is a going, not a 
coming. And we are left with that 
cloud, the barrier of mystery. With-
out the Resurrection and Pentecost, 
the Ascension would have been a 
bittersweet ending of the life of Je-
sus on earth. But because the Risen 
Lord promised to be with us always, 
and because of His gift of the Holy 
Ghost, we know that the Ascension 
of Christ means that a human nature 
like ours has at last penetrated the 
last barrier and crossed the threshold 
that separated human life from the 
Divine. We know that ever since the 
Ascension that cloud of mystery, 
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while concealing Christ from sight, 
does not conceal us from His. He 
knows our needs because He sees 
them, and because He has had such 
needs Himself.

So we are not to worry about the 
barrier of mystery. Just as we are not 
to be concerned about any particular 
state of our existence, whether in 
Heaven or on earth. Rather we are 
to find the Risen and Ascended Lord 
Jesus Christ wherever we are, know-
ing that He has provided His life for 
us, and that He has better things in 
store for us than we can desire or 
pray for.

Father Bradford
¶ This is a sermon preached by Father Brad-
ford on Ascension Day, May 21, 2009.

THE month of May is suitably 
dedicated to The Blessed Virgin 

Our Lady because of the season of 
new life and growth, the nurturing 
of which is the special task of a 
woman. It must be no more than a 
coincidence, I suppose, that “May” 
is such a similar word to “Mary.” In 
speaking about her, let us begin with 
a look at her place in the Church and 
the world. God’s great plan, faced 
with the world’s option for sin and re-
fusal to enter upon the road that leads 
to the eternal kingdom of Heaven, is 
not, as you might think reasonable, to 
write off this world and make a new 
one, as was suggested to Moses when 
God said, “Let me alone that I may 
destroy this people, and of you I will 
make a new people devoted to Me.” 
No, God has created the world and 
does not mean to allow it to destroy 
itself. The world is not a write-off. 
God so loved the world that He sent 
His only-begotten Son…

But if the world was to be saved 
from ruin, God Himself must enter 
into it and, so to speak, like a skilled 
mechanic faced with a malfunction-
ing machine, roll up his sleeves and 
get covered with oil and grease and 
muck in the process. Let us look at 
the process, working backwards. It 
was necessary to show Himself alive 
and glorified to the first eye-witness-
es. Therefore, it was necessary first 
to die with the sufferings and pains 
due to nature, but without ceasing to 
be Divine and uncontaminated with 
sin. And if He was to die, He must 
have a true human nature and be part 
of the human family.

So this is where our Blessed Lady 
comes into the scheme. How should 
God take a human nature? Clearly 

He must have a human mother. But 
what sort of human mother? I sup-
pose every age and culture provides 
its own idea of how this should be 
done. It might suit the democratic 
and egalitarian ideas of our culture to 
suppose that the Lord would choose 
an ordinary woman of the people, 
totally similar to her neighbours, 
to be His Mother. A typical woman 
from the grass-roots of society might 
do best, some people might feel. 
Someone from a sink estate and the 
supermarket, preferably from an 
ethnic minority, disenfranchised and 
disabled if possible. We must remem-
ber that in choosing a human mother 
the Lord, Master of the ages, was not 
confined to any particular nation or 
even age and era of time.

But according to how Catholic tra-
dition has meditated on the data given 
in the Scriptures, this was not how it 
was to be. Mary, the Mother-to-be of 
God, was carefully selected, out of 
thousands. The Gospels give us a ge-
nealogy which by any standard was 
distinguished, and the Fathers of the 
Church have not hesitated to ascribe 
this genealogy to our Lady as well as 
to her husband, St. Joseph. Accord-
ing to Matthew, then, Our Lady, like 
St. Joseph, was of the blood royal, 

MAY IS MARY’S MONTHNotes continued from page 61

ASCENSION DAY
Vigil Mass of the Ascension

Procession,  
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Wednesday, May 12, 2010
7:30 p.m.

holy day of obligation
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and beyond ancestor David, there 
was Abraham, to whom it had been 
promised that kings will come from 
your loins. According to Luke, 
the line includes indeed the royal 
figure of David, without his title, 
but seems deliberately to avoid 
including any of David’s royal 
successors. Instead, unlike Mat-
thew but not at all in contradiction 
to Matthew, Luke takes the line 
directly back to Adam, father of 
us all, and “son of God.”

Having been so carefully select-
ed, Mary was then groomed, no 
less carefully, by the Holy Spirit, 
using human instruments. This is 
where Catholic tradition has not 
disdained to make use of material 
which has not been included in 
Scripture. The apocryphal gospels 
were written not before the end of 
the second century A.D. and there-
fore not as a result of Apostolic ap-
proval and supervision. Therefore 
the Fathers of the Church do not 
include them in canonical Scrip-
ture—they are not part of the Bible. 
But they may still preserve, as it 
were accidentally, things which 
express aspects of Our Lady. 
While the Church has never used 
them to teach and define doctrine, 
she has allowed them to be used 
in art and even to a limited extent 
in the liturgy. Thus, the dogmas of 
the Immaculate Conception and 
the Assumption do not depend on 
any details given in the apocryphal 
gospels but on apostolic Tradition 
making use of Scripture. But these 
apocryphal writings derive in part 
from religious circles connected 
with Jerusalem and its local tradi-
tions and have supplied evidence 
that helps to build up our picture of 
Our Lady’s personal history.

So how was she groomed by the hu-
man instruments of the Holy Spirit? 
Her parents were devout, elderly and 
childless, devoted to the Temple lit-
urgy. When they unexpectedly had a 
child they, and their friends, knew she 
was Someone Special. Interestingly, 
in these traditions there is no hint 
that the circles surrounding Our Lady 
had any connection with the Essenes. 
These were a contemporary sect which 
rejected the Temple and its priesthood 
as worldly and compromised and set 
up their own salvation community near 
the Dead Sea. In contrast, the Catho-
lic liturgy has preserved the liturgical 
commemoration of the Presentation 
of Our Lady in the Temple. This has 
also been depicted many times in art, 
notably by Tintoretto. What we learn 
from this is that as a child she was 
entrusted to the Temple, as a sort of 
boarding school. The High Priest of the 
time knew that she was Someone Spe-
cial, though without the knowledge of 
what was to be the Incarnation. It was a 
privilege for the Temple to be entrusted 
with her education. The greatest care 
was taken in the selection of her future 
husband. In many traditional societies 
a girl child is promised in early life 
to some suitable and obviously much 
older man. The High Priest had to make 
sure that such a man, devout, with a 
good genealogy, acceptable to Mary’s 
parents, was selected and the choice 
was made with providential, perhaps 
miraculous, indications of divine ap-
proval. None of the above is out of 
harmony with dogma and the evidence 
in Scripture. But if you want to believe 
that Mary was just a peasant girl of the 
people with no particular family or 
connections and that her husband was 
nothing more than a local builder, well, 
maybe this could be squared with the 
Scriptures but somehow I doubt it.

In May we rejoice to celebrate 
Our Blessed Lady as Mother of 
God and our spiritual mother. We 
rejoice that it is necessary to make 
much of her so as to preserve our 
faith in the real human nature of 
our God and Saviour, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

The Parish Priest
¶ This letter from the parish priest was 
published in the May 2009 (Vol. 86, No. 
1056) issue of the Brompton (London) 
Oratory Magazine.

PENTECOST
Sunday, May 23, 2010

Procession, Solemn Mass & 
Sermon

11:30 a.m.
Reading of Acts 2 Lesson in multiple 

languages

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 p.m.

wear RED clothing to Mass  
on Pentecost!
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A YEAR FOR 
PRIESTS

JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 11, 2010

ALL of us, by virtue of bap-
tism, share in the life of 

Christ, who is the eternal high 
priest. “One does not take this 
honor on his own initiative, but 
only when called by God as 
Aaron was. Even Christ did not 
glorify himself with the office of 
high priest; he received it from 
the One who said to him:

‘You are my son;
today I have begotten you;’

just as he says in another 
place—

‘You are a priest forever,  
according to the

order of Melchizedek.’”

These words in the Letter to the 
Hebrews have moved the hearts 
of the faithful throughout the cen-
turies as the meaning of priest-
hood has been contemplated. 
Cardinal Suhard, Archbishop of 
Paris, during World War II, wrote 
that “the priesthood is not some-
thing, it is someone, Christ.” 
Christ, who is Priest, altar, and 
Lamb of Sacrifice, has given new 
meaning to Priesthood—forever. 
Priesthood can only be properly 
understood in terms of all that 
Jesus Christ is.

Since, by baptism, we have died 
to sin and risen to newness of 
life in Him, we live now, not we, 
but Christ lives in us. We share, 
then, in the priesthood of Christ, 
we are a priestly people, because 
Jesus Christ is the Eternal High 
Priest.

From among our number, how-

ever, God calls men to minister in the 
name, in the very person of Christ—in 
persona Christi; as ordained priests. The 
distinction between the priesthood of all 
believers and the ordained priestly min-
istry is not simply a difference of degree. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit and 
the laying on of hands transfigures the 
one ordained in such a way that for all 
eternity he will bear the mark of priestly 
character.
¶ excerpt from a sermon by Bernard Cardinal 
Law at the ordination of Father Bradford on May 
30, 1998. Boston’s Cardinal, p. 259-60.

THE FEAST  
OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Commonly Called Trinity Sunday

Sunday, May 30, 2010
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Athanasian Creed used at Mass
11:30 a.m.

THE HOLY SEE AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS

Kishore Jayabalan, who served as 
a Holy See official at the United 
Nations in New York in the late 
1990s, believes the contribution 
of the Holy See is both vital and 
unmatched at the UN. “Promoting 
human dignity is the most impor-
tant thing and that doesn’t matter 
if you’re president of the European 
Commission or you live in a shack 
and run a stand in a shanty town, 
you have the same God-given dig-
nity,” he said. “Who else says that 
at the UN? People say it in terms 
of principle, but who stands up to 
defend that?”
¶ An excerpt of an article by Edward 
Pentin in the March 2010 issue of The 
Catholic Word Report magazine.
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Anglican Maps to Rome
The 2010 Anglican Use Conference

June 10–12, 2010

Hosted by His Excellency, 
Archbishop John J. Myers

at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newark, 
New Jersey

Speakers:
Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta  

Ochoa de Chinchetru
Secretary, Pontifical Council for  

Legislative Texts

Dr. William Oddie,
former editor of The Catholic Herald 

and author of Chesterton and the  
Romance of Orthodoxy
and The Roman Option

Dr. Anne Barbeau Gardiner,
Professor emerita, John Jay College, 
CUNY, author of Ancient Faith and 

Modern Freedom in John Dryden’s The 
Hind and the Panther

Sr. Elaine, ASSP
All Saints Sisters of the Poor
St. Anna House, Philadelphia

For conference registration and hotel 
reservation information visit: 

http://www.anglicanuseconference.com
For more information, call

(570) 343-0634

GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR  
ANGLICAN/EPISCOPAL CLERGY

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to those who do-
nated funds to help cover the cost 
of Easter flowers in St. Lawrence 
Church. Memorials were listed in 
the Easter service leaflet.

Ñ The Rt. Revd. Gabriel Gibbs, 
OSB, first and longtime Abbot 
of Saint Benedict Abbey in Still 
River, went to God on March 
27th. He was 83 years old. The 
funeral Mass in St. Cecilia’s 
Church, Leominster, was April 
10th and attended by members of 
our congregation. May he rest in 
peace!

Ñ Saint Athanasius Day (May 
2nd) falls on a Sunday this year.

Ñ Last call for Lent Coin Fold-
ers! Proceeds benefit Catholic 
Charities.

Ñ On Pentecost the Acts 2:1-11 
Lesson will be read in foreign 
languages. Those willing to read 
please contact Steve Cavanaugh 
after Mass on Sundays.

Ñ Trinity Sunday, May 30th, is 
Father Bradford’s 12th anniver-
sary of ordination as a Catholic 
priest.

Ñ Bishop Richard Lennon ob-
serves the anniversary of his 
becoming Bishop of Cleveland 
on May 15th. He was our first 
chaplain.

Ñ Many thanks to guest preachers in 
recent weeks: Fr. Peter Stravinskas for 
St. Joseph’s Day and the following Sun-
day and Fr. Thomas Corcoran, preacher 
at evensong on the Second Sunday of 
Easter.

Ñ Dr. Jessica Bradford attended and 
gave a paper at a medical conference in 
Benghazi, Libya in mid-March and then 
spent three days sightseeing in Cairo 
before returning to her medical practice 
in Mbeya, Tanzania.

Please sign up to bring flowers for one or more 
Sundays during the growing season. You may bring 
arrangements from your own yard, a planter, or some-

thing from your florist. Two arrangements are necessary for the high altar, although you 
may instead bring one smaller arrangement for use at the Marian altar. You may take the 
flowers with you after Mass. We will all enjoy the extra color in church during the sum-
mer. The sign up begins for Sunday, June 6th.

PICK AND CHOOSE 
CHRISTIANS

DOES it matter which Church we 
belong to? Is any Church neces-

sary for salvation? Many Christians 
today follow Catholic Church authority 
when it comes to the apostolic rejection 
of circumcision and Saturday worship, 
and conciliar decisions like the doctrine 
of the Trinity, the divinity of Christ, 
and the canon of sacred Scripture—all 
decided by bishops in union with the 
Bishop of Rome—but then turn around 
and reject everything else declared by 
the authority of the Church, even the 
necessity of the Church itself.

Marcus Grodi
¶ Marcus Grodi is director of The Coming 
Home Network International. This excerpt is 
from an article entitled “Sabbath to Sunday: 
By What Authority?” published in the April 
2010 newsletter of the network.
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THE VISITATION 
OF MARY

ELIZABETH’S contact with 
Mary draws the old dispen-

sation to a conclusion and begins 
the deliverance and consolation 
of Israel. Indeed, Elizabeth’s 
barrenness and old age remain 
important reminders of our old 
condition, or to put it differently, 
what we are apart from being 
united with Jesus and Mary. Left 
to ourselves, we remain impotent, 
insofar as we are unable to pursue 
and develop a full and complete 
life. Besides, our sins cause us to 
grow old and crabbed whatever 
our chronological age because sin 
is ordered to death. In general, the 
world misunderstands why divine 
providence allows sin to remain 
in the world. The Visitation sym-
bolically represents God’s plan 
to reverse the thrust of human 
sinfulness.

In fact, the mystery of the Visita-
tion urges us to believe that God 
truly intends the Incarnation to 
reach each one of us. In the per-
son of the aged Elizabeth, Mary 
carries Jesus to each member of 
the human race. St. Gregory the 
Great explains how Mary re-
verses the work of Eve: “Through 
the wonderful providence of 
God’s goodness, a woman’s lips 
brought the news of life because 
in Paradise a woman’s lips had 
dealt death.”

Romanus Cessario, O.P.
Perpetual Angelus

¶ Fr. Cessario is Professor of Dogmatic 
Theology in St. John’s Seminary, Brigh-
ton, and senior editor of Magnificat 
magazine. He most recently preached 
for us during Lent, 2007. The Feast of 
the Visitation is May 31st.

THE MANHATTAN  
DECLARATION an excerpt

BECAUSE we honor justice 
and the common good, we 

will not comply with any edict 
that purports to compel our insti-
tutions to participate in abortions, 
embryo-destructive research, 
assisted suicide or euthanasia, or 
any other anti-life act; nor will 
we bend to any rule purporting 
to force us to bless immoral 
sexual partnerships, treat them 
as marriages or the equivalent, 
or refrain from proclaiming the 
truth, as we know it, about moral-
ity and immorality and marriage 
and the family. We will fully and 
ungrudgingly render to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s. But under no 
circumstances will we render to 
Caesar what is God’s.
¶ The complete text of the Manhattan 
Declaration can be found at the web site 
www.manhattandeclaration.org

Blessed Mother Teresa’s Counsels
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and 

self-centered. Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of 

selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some un-

faithful friends and some genuine enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and sincere, people may 
deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating, others could 
destroy overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may 
be jealous. Be happy anyway.

The good you do today will often be forgot-
ten. Do good anyway.

Give the best you have, and it will never be 
enough. Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between you and 
God. It was never between you and them 
anyway.

Blessed Mother Teresa

¶ Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta lived 
from 1910–1997.

¶ The Venerable Bede (c. 671–
735) is considered the “Father of 
English History.” His feast day 
is May 25th.
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford, 
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Ave. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

OVER the years 200 men and 
women have been beatified for 

their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith 
in the British Isles during and after the 
Protestant Reformation. Here we con-
tinue brief mention of some of these 
individual martyrs.

Blessed RichaRd langhoRne

Martyr († 1679)

WHEN in 1666 most of Lon-
don was destroyed by fire, an 

official propaganda campaign was 
launched to place the blame for this 
disaster upon the country’s perse-
cuted Catholic population. Among 
those arrested on this false charge 
was a successful and devout Catholic 
lawyer named Richard Langhorne. 
Over a decade later, in 1678, he was 
re-arrested as one of a number of 
English Catholics falsely accused 
of plotting against King Charles 
II, a libel propagated by the former 
Jesuit student Titus Oates, intent 
upon revenge after being repeat-
edly expelled from Jesuit colleges. 
Following eight months of solitary 
confinement, Richard was brought to 
trial, where he ably exposed Oates’ 
perjury. But his self-defense proved 
futile. After being sentenced to death, 
Richard affirmed his innocence and 
declared that he knew himself to be 
condemned by the court solely for his 
Catholic faith. He ended by pledging 
to pray for the repentance of his en-
emies. Before dying on the scaffold, 
Richard said aloud, “Blessed Jesus, 
into your hands I recommend my 
soul and spirit; now at this instant 
take me into paradise. I am desirous 
to be with my Jesus.”
Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2008, 
Vol. 10, No. 5, p. 189. With permission 

of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 
201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. 
All rights reserved.

Blessed RichaRd BeRe

Priest, Religious, and Martyr (c. 
1508–1537)

AS a young student of England’s 
Glastonbury abbey school, 

Richard Bere exhibited an early 
attraction to monastic life, being de-
scribed as “always going and coming 
to the abbey.” Later, as an Oxford 
student, he refused to enter upon a 
marriage his uncle had arranged for 
him, choosing instead to consecrate 
his life to God as a monk. Richard 
received the Carthusian habit  in the 
order’s London monastery, the Char-
terhouse, in 1523, and subsequently 
became a priest. Father Bere was one 
of ten religious of the Charterhouse 
who on May 18, 1537 refused to join 
twenty of their fellow Carthusians in 
taking King Henry VIII’s anti-papal 
oath of supremacy. Eleven days later, 
the ten were brought to a London 
prison, where they were chained in 
a standing position with their hands 
bound behind their backs, left thus to 
starve to death. Father Bere died on 
August 9, 1537.

Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2007, 
Vol. 9, No. 6, p. 130. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 
201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. 
All rights reserved.

BRITISH MARTYRS

Memorial Day is Monday, May 31st. 
This year the holiday falls on the 
Feast of the Visitation of Mary. We 
will offer Low Mass at 10 a.m. in 
Saint Lawrence Church. In addition, 
many parishes offer Mass outdoors 
in local cemeteries.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line 
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop 
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-min-
ute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line 
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the  #51 
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to 
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus 
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at 
Lee St.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132


