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THE FOOD WE CALL EUCHARIST

O ONE may share the eucharist with us unless he
believes that what we teach is
true, unless he is washed in the
regenerating waters of baptism
for the remission of his sins, and
unless he lives in accordance
with the principles given us by
Christ.

reminded one another of these
things. The rich among us help
the poor and we are always
united. For all that we receive
we praise the Creator of the
universe through his Son Jesus
Christ and through the Holy
Spirit.

The apostles, in their recollections, which are called gospels,
handed down to us what Jesus
commanded them to do. They
tell us he took bread, gave thanks
and said: Do this in memory
of me. This is my body. In the
same way he took the cup, he
gave thanks and said: This is
my blood. The Lord gave this
command to them alone. Ever
since then we have constantly

On the conclusion of our
prayer, bread and wine and
water are brought forward.
The president offers prayers
and gives thanks to the best
of his ability, and the people
give their assent by saying,
“Amen.” The eucharist is
distributed, everyone communicates, and the deacons take it
to those who are absent.

On Sunday we have a common assembly of all our members, whether they live in the
city or in the outlying districts. The recollections of the
apostles or the writings of the
prophets are read, as long as
there is time. When the reader
is finished, the president of the
assembly speaks to us; he urges
everyone to imitate the examples of virtue we have heard in
the readings. Then we all stand
up together and pray.

We do not consume the Eucharistic bread and wine as if it were
ordinary food and drink, for we
have been taught that as Jesus
Christ our Savior became a man
of flesh and blood by the power
of the Word of God, so also the
food that our flesh and blood
assimilates for its nourishment
becomes the flesh and blood of
the incarnate Jesus by the power
of his own words contained in
the prayer of thanksgiving.

SOLEMNITY OF

CORPUS CHRISTI
Sunday, June 6, 2010
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

The wealthy, if they wish,
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The Food continued from page 75

may make a contribution, and they
themselves decide the amount. The
collection is placed in the custody of
the president, who uses it to help the
orphans and widows and all who for
any reason are in distress, whether
because they are sick, in prison, or
away from home. In a word, he takes
care of all who are in need.
We hold our common assembly on
Sunday because it is the first day of
the week, the day on which God put
darkness and chaos to flight and created the world, and because on that
same day our savior Jesus Christ rose
from the dead. For he was crucified
on Friday and on Sunday he appeared to his apostles and disciples
and taught them the things we have
passed on for your consideration.
from The First Apology of Justin, the
Martyr
¶ Justin Martyr (c. 100–165) was a philosopher and martyr born at Nablus (Biblical
Shechem) in Samaria, and well educated in
rhetoric, poetry, and history before studying
philosophy at Ephesus and Alexandria. He
became Christian c. 130, and his writings
are among the earliest Christian documents
following the New Testament period. They
reflect the outlook of a Christian intellectual.
The authentic record of his trial at Rome
survives and in it he clearly confessed his
Christian beliefs and accepted suffering and
death as the means of Salvation. Feast day
June 1st.

I

HIS NAME IS JOHN

N THE name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost. Amen.
How are your arithmetic skills this
morning? Scripture tells us that our
Lady went to visit her old cousin
Elizabeth who was in the sixth month
of pregnancy, and that our Lady
stayed three months. In other words,
almost as soon as the Blessed Virgin
left off her visit, the old woman gave
birth to her son John. At this moment,
Elizabeth and Zacharias need to be
in the spotlight, and it is an occasion
of great joy. To be childless was
not simply a sorrow but a shame to
Jews, and in the birth of John, this
old couple and all their friends are
delighted and rejoice that reproach
has been taken away.

Today we know something that
would make their joy even greater.
Holy Church, in its calendar year,
celebrates three nativities…that of
our Lord, on December 25, that of
our Lady, September 8 (never mind
that this feast is not in our Episcopal
Church calendar; it is in every other
Anglican book) and the Nativity of
St. John the Baptist, June 24. The
conception and birth of all three
were of a miraculous nature. Jesus
is incarnate God; Mary is conceived
without sin, John is sanctified from
his mother’s womb.
Holy Church celebrates and commemorates lots of saints, most
always on their date of death and
entrance into fuller life…quite often
this is a date of martyrdom, when the
Lord saw fit to have them shed their
blood for His glory…and give them
a crown for their steadfastness even
unto death. There are a few dates in
the calendar that mark a great event

in the life of the saint; I am thinking
of the Confession of St. Peter and the
Conversion of St. Paul. But there are
only these three nativities, persons
commemorated from their births,
because they are without sin from
birth. In company with Our Lord
and Our Lady…that is pretty exalted
company for St. John the Baptist to
say the least.
The early chapters of St. Luke and
St. Matthew give us a fairly complete account of the ministry of St.
John, and often we receive this as
an Advent theme, John is the forerunner and herald of our Lord. But
here, today’s feast and its Gospel,
it is more like a christening party,
and the spotlight is on Elizabeth,
Zacharias, and the little guy himself.
A time of great joy, even though the
name “John” perplexes everyone.
That name is not found even ONCE
in the entire Old Testament. Do you
know that, do you? How’s that for a
trivial pursuit question? The guests
at the christening party merely
confine themselves to the fact that
neither Elizabeth nor Zacharias has
any relative named John. So when
they question Elizabeth she sticks
to her guns, and when they appeal
to Zacharias he calls for a writing
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board. You remember why. When
the archangel Gabriel told him
that Elizabeth would conceive in
old age, Zacharias had questioned
this and Gabriel told the old priest
he would be speechless. Can you
imagine a worse sentence passed
on a clergyman…a preacher and
especially one who’s never at
a loss for words? So Zacharias
writes out HIS NAME IS JOHN.
And they marvel not only at that,
but in that very moment Zacharias
has his speech restored, and it fills
them all with awe and wonderment, and the whole party is able
to rejoice together. Thus the party
ends.

Zacharias’ thanksgiving, the canticle we know as the Benedictus,
said daily at Morning Prayer, is
familiar to us all. Scripture does
not require us to believe it was
spur of the moment, said right
at the party. It could have been
composed after some reflection,
even months or years later. As
long as it is, it is made up of only
two sentences, the first a meditation upon the goodness of God,
and the second addressed to the
child recognized as a prophet,
messenger, and a man sent from
God. Thanksgivings do not come
easy for us; just look at the many
prayers of petition in the Prayer
Book and how few thanksgivings.
And yet it is a characteristic of
Christians to have the praises and
thanksgivings to God always on
their lips. Take your lesson from
Zacharias and take it to heart.
Last Thursday as I was driving
in my car…that is a time when
sermons percolate…my radio was
playing selections from Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons. Thursday was the
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summer solstice, when the sun reaches
its northernmost point. Summer has
begun, and now the days, the daylight
hours, get shorter again. There is your
astronomy lesson for the day! But I was
reminded of something St. Augustine
wrote long ago, about what John had
said about Jesus. “He must increase
and I must decrease.” And it happens
that way each year of Grace. From the
Nativity of St. John the days begin
to shorten, while beginning from the
Nativity of Our Lord, the daylight increases each day. There’s Catholic truth
for you…the church year enlists the aid
of the cosmos itself as it proclaims and
reflects the Glory of God!
¶ This sermon was preached by Father Bradford on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John
the Baptist, June 24, 1990, in Saint James
Church, Goshen, Indiana. The Feast falls on a
Thursday this year.

Boston Sunday Globe

Letters to the Editor

April 18, 2010
Unbelief and the clergy
Mother Teresa an atheist? She was a
beacon of faith

RE “THE unbelievers: What happens when a minister decides there’s
no God?” (Ideas, April 11): Mother
Teresa was no atheist, but a devoted
Catholic Christian who lived by grace
heroically in faith in, hope in, and
love for God and the most rejected
of humanity. Daniel Dennett does not
get “dark night of the soul” at all, and
needs to read St. John of the Cross,
whose poem “Dark Night of the Soul”
expresses a sentiment more intense
than a lack of the feeling of consolation
or presence of God. It expresses a feeling that God has abandoned one, and is
comparable to Christ on the cross when
he cried “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”

Mother Teresa’s faith was stark
and bereft of the feelings of any
comfort. But she was not in a position of having “no sense of faith,”
as Dennett claims. Rather, she was
in a prolonged position of feeling
no divine presence. Her faith in
God was purified and completely
love-oriented and had no other
earthly payoff.
I hope that I would manifest
such faith in God as she showed
if I were cast into such a desert of
the soul for sanctification. Blessed
Teresa is a great inspiration to me
as a true woman of active faith,
hope and love.

THE REV. FATHER JAMES J.
O’DRISCOLL
Rockland
The writer is parochial vicar at
Holy Family Church in Rockland
¶ Father O’Driscoll is known to our congregation from his longtime participation
in our services. He was most recently our
celebrant and preacher at Sunday Mass
on May 9, 2010.
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A YEAR FOR
PRIESTS

Ñ Parishioner Dr. Jessica Bradford visited her family in Boston
and Charleston in April/May and
attended the first communion
of her goddaughter in Houston
before returning to her medical
practice in Mbeya, Tanzania.

JUNE 19, 2009–JUNE 11, 2010

I

LOVE the priesthood. I am
head over heels in love with
Jesus and His bride—and mine—
the Church. Nothing gives me
more joy than celebrating Mass,
preaching, hearing confessions,
baptizing, witnessing marriages,
anointing the sick, and being with
God’s people, whose prayers
and encouragement keep me going. Yep, I’ve had heartburn and
headaches, but I’d do it all over
again. So would 92 percent of
my brother priests, the pollsters
tell us.
I love my brother priests. They
have stuck with it through some
of the toughest years of change in
the history of the Church. Those
my age and older have seen the
priesthood go from a position of
influence and prestige to one of
derision and decline. They’ve
watched their best friends leave
active ministry. The hard right
attacks them for being modernists; the way out left dismisses
them as patriarchs. They are
branded as abusers of youth,
even though the percentage of
priests who have tragically done
so is less than among teachers,
coaches, physicians, counselors,
child-care workers, babysitters
and even parents.

They watch their numbers
shrink; so they take a second
parish, give up the only assistant
pastor they had in a behemoth
parish, or postpone retirement for
a few years…
Yet, our priests keep at it. They

smile, they pray, they trust, they persevere. They know from their theology that
the vitality of the Church and the efficacy
of the sacraments do not depend on their
virtue; and they’re sure glad about that.
But most of them work as if it did all
depend on them, while praying hard because they acknowledge that it really all
depends on the Lord.
Archbishop Timothy Dolan

¶ Formerly Archbishop of Milwaukee, Timothy
Dolan became Archbishop of New York in May
2009. This article is an excerpt from his book
Doers of the Word: Putting Your Faith into
Practice.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to those who read the Pentecost lesson in a foreign language (Ryan
Gabbard: Koine Greek; Philip Crotty:
Latin; David Burt: Portuguese; Eva Murphy: German; Wilfrid Veldkamp: Dutch;
Steve Cavanaugh: Spanish) on Sunday,
May 23rd, as part of our observance of
this great Feast of the Holy Ghost.
Ñ We will be singing the Leo Sowerby
Mass setting beginning Sunday, June
13th. This is the Fifth Communion Service found in The Hymnal 1940. With it
we sing the Gloria in excelsis to the Old
Scottish Chant.

Ñ Dr. Philip T. Crotty is being
honored by Christendom College,
of which he was a longtime trustee. A room in the college is being
named for him and his portrait
will hang in the room. Dr. Crotty
was Provost of Northeastern University until his retirement.
Ñ Archbishop John J. Myers is
hosting this year’s Anglican Use
Conference in his cathedral in
Newark, N.J., June 10-12. Several members of the congregation
will attend. Archbishop Myers is
the ecclesiastical delegate for the
Pastoral Provision which includes
the Anglican Use.

Ñ Another sermon of Father
Bradford’s is found in the current
issue of The Catholic Response
magazine (May/June 2010, Vol.
VI, No. 6). The sermon “Living
Bread” was preached on April
18, 2002 and was reprinted in
the June 2009 issue of Contra
Mundum.
Ñ Dr. Janet E. Hunt, Music Director of St. John’s Seminary,
Brighton, will perform works by
Bach, Widor, Howells, Dupre and
Franck in an organ recital at the
Methuen Memorial Music Hall,
192 Broadway (Route 28) on
Wednesday, June 30 at 8:00 p.m.
She will be joined by her brother
Leslie L. Hunt who will play the
flute. Tickets will be available
at the doors, which open at 7:30
p.m.
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THE SACRED HEART

HE CONTENT of our faith
was not invented. It was
revealed, then transmitted. The
foundational and constitutive
elements of our religion go back
to the very words and the very
deeds of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
The faith we hold and try to live
by was revealed by Christ and
transmitted by the Apostles.
They may not have used exactly
the same words which we might
use today, but the essence of our
faith is certainly traced back to
the Lord Himself. The process of
revelation ended with the death of
the last Apostle. This means that
when the last Apostle died there
were no more truths to be delivered. After the death of the last
of the Apostles the task of their
chosen successors, the bishops,
was to hand on the truth that had
been revealed. Their mission was
not to invent new truths or a new
faith, but to pass on what they
themselves had received, without
addition, alteration or diminution,
to each succeeding generation.
This process of preservation and
handing-on is what the Church
calls ‘tradition.’ As a complementary adjunct to tradition, and
never in opposition to it, God
sometimes intervenes in such a
way as to remind us of something
important that we might be in
danger of forgetting, to highlight
some aspect of the faith which we
already knew but which for various contingent reasons needed
to be brought into sharper focus.
Such interventions, such reminders, are most often brought about
by God through the lives of His

saints. One notable example of this is
the Church’s devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. For many centuries
the wounded Heart of Christ was the
subject of special prayers and tender
devotion. It was not until the 17th century, during the lifetime of St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque (1647–1690) whom
we commemorate each October, that
this devotion was given a new impetus.

In 1671 Margaret Mary became a
Visitation Nun at Paray-le-Monial in
France. In the course of her religious
life Jesus Christ appeared to her and
displayed to her His Sacred Heart.
Sometimes the Heart was revealed
burning like a furnace, sometimes it
appeared torn and bleeding on account
of the cold indifference shown to Christ
by ungrateful humanity. In 1675 He
made it known to her that she would
be His chosen instrument for spreading
devotion to His Sacred Heart throughout the world. This indeed was what
happened. Countless Christians have
been inspired and consoled by contemplating the Heart of Christ, burning
with love for all mankind. St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque was canonized in 1920
by Pope Benedict XV.

In essence the message revealed to St.
Margaret Mary and transmitted by her
was nothing new. The gospels make
very plain the unconditional personal
love that Christ has for sinners. His
tender-hearted compassion for the
poor, the sick and the outcast is clearly
revealed throughout the New Testament. This is a foundational element
of the gospels’ teaching. In the private
and visionary revelations given to St.
Margaret Mary this gospel truth was
repeated and highlighted. This saint is
an inspiring example of how God can

use what is lowly and apparently
unimpressive in the eyes of the
world to further His purposes.
As an enclosed nun Margaret
Mary Alacoque lived a hidden
life and yet her influence has been
enormous. Through her, God has
deepened our contemplation and
worship of His Son’s Heart burning with love for mankind and
thus re-invigorated the Church’s
devotion to the person of Christ.
Any Catholic home worthy of
the name should have a picture
or statue of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Together with the crucifix, this image reminds us of the
infinite divine love that comes to
us through the humanity of the
God-man. The Sacred Heart of
Jesus emboldens us to approach
the Godhead through the compassionate love of the Man of
Sorrows, the Son of Mary. This
wonderful truth was re-iterated
in private to St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque and is now, even more
than before, the public property
of all faithful Catholics.
The Provost

¶ This article is taken from The Oratory
Magazine (October 2009) Vol. 86, No.
1061. The magazine is the parish paper
of The London (Brompton) Oratory.
The Solemnity of The Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus is Friday, June 11, 2010.
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THE ROCK

T

HE CHURCH is firm, solid as a
house on massive foundations.
The principal foundation is Christ
himself: for other foundation no man
can lay but that which is laid, which
is Christ Jesus. Secondary foundations are the Apostles and apostolic
teaching: hence the Church is called
apostolic: the walls of the city had
twelve foundations; and in them the
names of the Apostles of the Lamb.
Its strength is signified by Peter, or
Rock, who is its crown.
A building is strong when it can
never be overthrown though it may
be shaken. The Church can never be
brought down. Indeed it grows under
persecution, and those who attack it
are destroyed: whosoever shall fall
on this stone shall be broken; but
on whomsoever it shall fall, it shall
grind him to powder.

Nor can the Church be destroyed
by errors: men corrupted in mind,
reprobate concerning the Faith, but
they shall proceed no farther, for

their folly shall appear to all men.
Nor by the temptations of demons,
for the Church will stand, a secure
place of refuge: the name of the Lord
is a strong tower. Though he strives
to undermine it, the devil will never
succeed: the gates of hell shall not
prevail. Only the Church of Peter,
to whose lot fell all Italy when the
disciples were sent out to preach, has
always stood fast in the Faith.
While the Faith has disappeared or
has partly decayed in other regions,
the Church of Peter still flourishes in
faith and free from heresy. This is not
to be surprised at, for our Lord said to
Peter, I have prayed for thee that thy
faith fail not, and thou, when thou art
converted, confirm thy brethren.
Saint Thomas Aquinas

¶ The Solemnity of Saints Peter and
Paul is June 29th, which falls on
Tuesday this year.

Anglican Maps to Rome
The 2010 Anglican Use Conference
June 10–12, 2010
Hosted by His Excellency,
Archbishop John J. Myers
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newark,
New Jersey
Speakers:
Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta
Ochoa de Chinchetru
Secretary, Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts
Dr. William Oddie,
former editor of The Catholic Herald
and author of Chesterton and the
Romance of Orthodoxy
and The Roman Option
Dr. Anne Barbeau Gardiner,
Professor emerita, John Jay College,
CUNY, author of Ancient Faith and
Modern Freedom in John Dryden’s The
Hind and the Panther
Sr. Elaine, ASSP
All Saints Sisters of the Poor
St. Anna House, Philadelphia
For conference registration and hotel
reservation information visit:
http://www.anglicanuseconference.com
For more information, call
(570) 343-0634
GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR
ANGLICAN/EPISCOPAL CLERGY
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Blessed Thomas Redyng
Religious and Martyr (†1537)

T

HOMAS Redyng, a Carthusian
brother, was one of ten religious
of the order’s London monastery,
the Charterhouse, who on May 18,
1537, refused to join twenty of their
fellow Carthusians in taking King
Henry VIII’s infamous anti-papal
oath of supremacy. Eleven days later,
the ten were brought to a London
prison, where they were chained in
a standing position with their hands
bound behind their backs, left thus
to starve to death. All but one of the
men perished from hunger. Thomas
Redyng died on June 16, 1537.
Reprinted from Magnificat, June 2009,
Vol. 11, No. 4, p. 250. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.

days later, Father Green, Brother
Robert, Brother Walter, and the seven
other Carthusians who had remained
faithful to the pope were brought to
a London prison, where they were
chained in a standing position with
their hands bound behind their backs,
left thus to starve to death. It appears from a letter of a government
official addressed to Henry VIII’s
vicar general Thomas Cromwell,
that prior to his May arrest, Brother
Robert had previously suffered imprisonment for his faith. The letter
petitions Cromwell to grant Brother
Robert clemency, a plea for mercy
that proved futile. Brother Robert
died on June 9, 1537. Father Green
and Brother Walter died a day later
on June 10.
Reprinted from Magnificat, June 2008,
Vol. 10, No. 4, p. 140. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Blesseds Thomas Green, Robert
Salt, and Walter Pierson
Religious and Martyrs (†1537)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

F

ATHER Thomas Green was a
priest of the Carthusian Order’s
London monastery, the Charterhouse.
Robert Salt and Walter Pierson were
Carthusian brothers of the Charterhouse. On May 18, 1537, these
three men and seven other religious
of the Charterhouse refused to join
twenty of their fellow Carthusians in
taking King Henry VIII’s infamous
anti-papal oath of supremacy. Eleven

Please sign up to bring flowers for
one or more Sundays during the
growing season. You may bring
arrangements from your own yard,
a planter, or something from your
florist. Two arrangements are necessary for the high altar, although
you may instead bring one smaller
arrangement for use at the Marian
altar. You may take the flowers with
you after Mass. We will all enjoy the
extra color in church during the summer. The sign up begins for Sunday,
June 6th.

Carthusian monks praying the early morning office. There is one Carthusian monastery in the United States, in southern Vermont. Only men who are testing a vocation
as a Carthusian may visit or come on retreat, that the monks may maintain a life of
solitude and prayer.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the #51
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at
Lee St.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

