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THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH

T

HE Christian
Gospel gives us
a double whammy! It
presents us not only
with the duty to believe it: to believe in
Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior. It is also
our duty to proclaim
the gospel. Jesus told,
and the apostles listened. And then they
were sent out to proclaim. That’s the
ticket! In fact, that is the pattern of
all of the Holy Scriptures: revelation
and response.
Much of what Jesus told and the
apostles did was eventually written
down. We know many of these stories and we love them and have taken
them to heart. But that fact that these
accounts were written in no way invalidates or diminishes our duty to
proclaim the Gospel. The Gospel assertion is that “The Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us.” It does
not say the Word became a book for
us to read! Proclaiming Jesus as Lord
has been personal work ever since
the Father sent the Son.
So to accept the gospel is to proclaim
it. Indeed if we do not proclaim it we
have not fully accepted the duty the

gospel places upon us to proclaim it.
And the reasons we do not proclaim
it are not as dramatic as in the first
century. Those early disciples were
commonly hauled into courtrooms
for their faith. And that can happen
in places like Pakistan, China, Saudi
Arabia, and Canada. But for most of
us the reasons we do not proclaim the
Gospel are more insidious. In some
way or other we deny the unique
authority of Jesus Christ and His
teaching, imagining that on some
point we know better than He did,
or that much of what He said can be
explained away. Our belief in our
own competence to know what is
right and true is our ultimate denial
of the supremacy of Christ.
But look at what Jesus promises to
those who do acknowledge Him
before the world, those who give

account for the hope
that is in them. The
words are as wonderful as the Gospel
is good news: “Him
I will acknowledge
before my Father
who is in heaven.”
Him will I confess.
That one over there!
Never you mind how
insignificant his witness may appear to you. Your eyes
have been focused too long on the
worldview. Or put out of focus by
your own sins. I look on the heart.
That one is mine. He’s one of my
friends, a favorite of mine. He loved
me and was loved by me. He is the
purchase of my Blood and the fine
workmanship of my Spirit. He has
confessed me before men, and I serve
notice that he is mine, and this I
confess before my Father.
Each of us lives and hopes and works
and prays for the day we hear those
words said about us. And we so live
and hope and work and pray, because
to accept the gospel is to live it and
proclaim it.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford
on Saturday, July 10, 2010.
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NEWMAN WATCH

The Development of Doctrine

F

OR more than four years at
Littlemore Newman struggled both spiritually and intellectually with his opinion that
Roman Catholics had added to
the revealed truths that were
found in antiquity. Such a man of
integrity and intellect could not
take one step towards Rome with
this massive difficulty unresolved.
Tentatively he began his Essay on
the Development of Doctrine.
If S. Augustine or S. Ambrose
suddenly came to life it could not
be doubted which communion
they would recognise as their
own. Not that the Roman Catholic
Church of the nineteenth century
was the same in every respect as
the Church of earlier centuries any
more than the man is the same
as the boy, but it was clearly the
same living community continuously developing in history. He
concluded that the question of
development simply turned on the
nature of the promise of the Holy
Spirit and the unity of the Church.
He became more convinced that
the Church of England was in
schism than that modern Roman
developments were not true ones,
and delineated seven tests for
distinguishing true developments

from corruptions. The Roman Catholic
Church, he found, was not corrupt in any
real sense:
When a system really is corrupt,
powerful agents, when applied to
it, do but develop that corruption,
and bring it more speedily to an
end… Very different has been the
history of Catholicism… It has
borne, and can bear, principles and
doctrines, which in other systems
of religion quickly degenerate into
fanaticism and infidelity.
It was the end of the ‘branch theory’ by
which Tractarians had maintained that
the Catholic Church had divided into
three branches, Roman, Orthodox and
Anglican.
For Newman, now, the Church had no
branches. All antiquity bore witness to
the unity of the Church. Modern Roman
doctrines were legitimate developments,
granted the assumption that Divine Providence was guiding the Church, giving it
the capacity for renewal. Doctrines about
the Mother of God, the Eucharist and the
Papal Office were not to be seen as additions to the Gospel, but as the result of the
Church’s collective pondering upon the
Gospel of the Lord, just as in one sense
the New Testament books are themselves.
The Christian faith is not a list of revealed

doctrinal articles, but ‘a divine
philosophy’, a system of thought,
for the Church possesses a kind of
instinct, going back to the apostles
and the Scriptures, for knowing
the mind of Christ and expressing
it in teaching.
Newman’s teaching was so readily assimilated into Catholic theology (and part of the Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation
(CTS Do 361) of the Second Vatican Council is practically a precis
of his Essay), that it is not easy to
grasp how revolutionary it was at
the time. Protestants and Anglicans tended to see themselves as
disciples of S. Paul, immediate descendants of the New Testament,
as though all theological writers
after his day (except the Reformers of course) were irrelevant or
corrupt. Catholics, too, sat lightly
to history, ignoring both it and the
Scriptures in sole reliance upon
the contemporary living authority
of the Church. In a few years’ time
Newman was to be shocked by the
theology taught in the seminaries
of Rome. ‘There is an iron form
here,’ he wrote. It was a nonhistorical orthodoxy learnt from
second-rate manuals. S. Augustine
was virtually unknown, and even
S. Thomas Aquinas was not read.
Newman wrote before Darwin
(whose theory of evolution worried him not at all—compare the
reaction of others), and his unique
contribution was to show how
ideas develop as well as institutions. He looked on the Church
as a continuous community of
thought and theology as well as
love. It seems obvious to us today,
and is the underlying assumption
behind the Vatican Council’s
Dogmatic Constitution on the
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Church (CTS Do 349), in which
the primary image of the Church is
not that of an institution but of the
pilgrim people of God, journeying
in the history of the world.
It is moreover only in this century that Newman’s insistence on
‘Salvation History’, the view that
Christian Revelation is not a series
of propositions but historical events
which reveal the living God, has
been taken seriously in Anglican
and Catholic teaching. His conclusion that Christianity as a universal
religion develops different ways
of relating to and dealing with the
world, ‘hence all bodies of Christians, orthodox or not, develop the
doctrines of Scripture’ has been
called a handbook of missionary
adaptation. It means also that there
must be a living authority in the
Church, and the Fathers to whom he
had continually appealed had been
the very ones who witnessed to the
existence of this authority.
Before the Essay was finished
Newman saw his way clearly. On
9 October 1845, after writing a
few letters to his sister and friends,
Oxford’s greatest son, the light of
his generation, humbly asked a Passionist priest, Dominic Barberi, to
receive him into what he had come
to believe to be ‘the one and only
fold of the Redeemer.’
Michael Rear
¶ Fr Michael Rear was the Anglican
Vicar of Saint Margaret’s Thornbury,
England when he wrote this appreciation
of John Henry Newman in 1983. Fr Rear
is now a Catholic priest.
¶ Pope Benedict XVI will beatify John
Henry Newman during his scheduled visit
to the United Kingdom on September 19,
2010. Visit http://www.newmancause.
co.uk for continuing information on this
upcoming event.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ You are invited to provide Sunday
flowers during the growing season.
We need two identical and rather substantial arrangements for the high altar, but smaller ones may be brought
for the Marian altar. A sign up list is
available at the Sunday coffee hour,
and further details provided. We will
all appreciate the wonderful colors
adorning the sancturary during the
summer season.

Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael J.
Connolly for his frequent assistance at
Evensongs and special weekday Masses. He is also a a frequent preacher at
our services and writes occasionally
for Contra Mundum. Dr. Connolly is
Professor of Slavic and Eastern Languages in Boston College and serves
the Church primarily as Archdeacon in
Holy Cross Armenian Catholic Church
in Belmont.
Ñ It was wonderful to have all three
children of Steve and Laurie Cavanaugh at Mass on July 4th. Patrick, who
was server at Mass, works in Blacksburg, Virginia; Molly will be a senior at
University of Chicago and is working
there this summer; Althea will be a
sophomore at Bowdoin College.
Ñ It was good to have Ryan Amman
from the Albany, New York area and
Imelda Bogue and her son James, from
West Hartford at the July 4th Mass as
well. We wish they lived closer!
Ñ Two local priests, the Very Revd.
Arthur Kennedy and the Very Revd.
Peter Uglietto have been named by
the Holy See to become auxiliary
bishops of Boston. The two priests are
currently rectors of the two seminaries in the archdiocese, Saint John’s
in Brighton and Blessed John XXIII
in Weston. The service of Episcopal
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ordination will take place in Holy
Cross Cathedral on Holy Cross
Day, September 14th. Members of
the congregation will remember
Fr. Kennedy from his visits to us.
He last preached for us at Stations
and Benediction on March 12th.
Congratulations and best wishes
to both priests.
Ñ In September please join us
for our now annual joint Evensong with Saint Paul’s Anglican
Church, Brockton, to be held at 4
p.m. Sunday, September 26th, in the
Chapel of Mary, Stonehill College,
Easton, Mass.

Ñ Also in September, we observe
the anniversary of the Anglican
Use in Boston, with solemn Mass
on Saint Michael’s Day, Wednesday, Septebmer 29th at 7:30 p.m.
The congregation was founded in
1997. Saint Michael’s Day is an
important day for all of us.

Ñ A reminder that at Saint
Theresa of Avila Church, West
Roxbury, the Saturday schedule
includes Mass at 6:45 a.m., Exposition until 3:30, Confessions
from 3:00–4:00 p.m. (followed
by the first Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.).
Confessions are also heard on the
Thursday before First Fridays, after the 4 p.m. Mass. There are parishes in your neighborhood offereing Exposition and Confession
on a weekly basis, and you can
check the website of the Archdiocese of Boston (www.bostoncatholic.org) for details.
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of Nicholas V in the Vatican,
and there are important stained
glass windows in Bourges and
Poitiers. England alone had 228
dedications to Lawrence before the reformation, and Spain
which claims him as a native son,
dedicated the Escorial, that vast
monastery-church-museum-royal
palace near Madrid to Lawrence.
With St Stephen, he is co-patron
of deacons.
Saint Lawrence, pray for us.

THE
TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
Friday, August 6, 2010
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
a reception will follow this Mass

ST LAWRENCE,
MARTYR

S

AINT Lawrence died in
258, and his martyrdom is
mentioned in the very ancient
Depositio Martyrum. Because the
contemporary instrument of capital punishment was the sword,
the details of Lawrence’s being
roasted on a gridiron are questioned by some. Still, we know
that ancient Rome was capable
of barbarous punishment. In any
event, Lawrence’s heroic witness
to Christ made him the most famous post-apostolic martyr.
There is a famous sermon by
St Augustine about Lawrence,
who as a deacon administered the

¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford in St Theresa of Avila Church on St
Lawrence Day (August 10th) 2000.

The Anglican Use Online

Sacred Blood of Christ to the faithful at
Mass, and for the sake of Christ’s Name
poured out his own blood. Augustine
quotes St Peter in asserting that Christ’s
passion is of no avail to those who do
not follow in His steps, and that the holy
martyrs not only followed Christ but reproduced the likeness of His passion.
Yet for all that the bridge is not broken
after the martyrs crossed, and in a famous
passage, Augustine describes the Lord’s
garden as containing not only the roses
of His martyrs, but the lilies of virgins
and the ivy of wedded couples and the
violets of widows.
The point is that all of us Christians
must follow Christ even if we do not
all undergo the great test of the martyrs.
We can follow in humility, for the Lord
desires all men to be saved, and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.
Lawrence’s name is in the Canon of the
Roman Mass, and there are five ancient
basilicas dedicated to him in Rome.
The most complete cycle of his life was
painted by Fra Angelico for the chapel

The Pastoral Provision
www.pastoralprovision.org
The Anglican Use Society
www.anglicanuse.org
Our Lady of the Atonement,
San Antonio
www.atonementonline.com
Our Lady of Hope, Kansas
City
www.ourladyofhopesociety.org
Our Lady of Walsingham,
Houston
www.walsingham-church.org
St. Anselm, Corpus Christi
www.stanselmcc.org
St. Athanasius, Boston
www.locutor.net
St. Mary the Virgin, Arlington
www.stmarythevirgin.org
St. Thomas More, Scranton
www.stthomasmoresociety.org
St. Paul’s, Phoenix
saintpaulsanglicanuse.org
All Saints Sisters of the Poor
www.asspconvent.org/index.htm
Anglican Use News Online
anglicanusenews.blogspot.com
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THE NEVER ENDING SOURCE OF LOVE

I

N the doctrine about the presence of our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist, we admit a single exception to a law of science. We admit
there is something we come across
in our experience which can communicate energy without losing
energy in itself: Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, today, and forever.
When he moved on our earth, we
know that a power went forth from
him which influenced even the material conditions of things around
him. When the woman who had
an issue of blood came behind and
touched his garment, he knew within himself that virtue had gone out
of him. But we cannot suppose that
this meant any diminution of the
spiritual energies which informed
his incarnate nature; the source of
those energies was divine. And,
since he has ascended into heaven,
he has not withdrawn his incarnate
presence from the natural order; he
has only altered the manner of it.
His body born of Mary, his blood
shed on Calvary, remain present
substantially on our altars under the
forms of bread and wine; and thus
from the heart of his material creation he continues to radiate that
life-giving influence which was his
in the days of his humiliation. Here
then, once more, you have an energy which continually diffuses itself
and never grows less. As the bush
which Moses saw in the wilderness
burned continually but was never
consumed, so our Lord’s Body and
Blood, present to us in their substance, not in those accidents which
are subject to physical laws of

growth and decay, are inexhaustible in their perpetual operation.
RONALD KNOX
Pastoral Sermons
¶ Msgr Ronald Knox (1888-1957) was
the son of the Anglican Bishop of Manchester and had been Anglican Chaplain
at Oxford before entering the Catholic
Church in 1917. Later, he spent thirteen years as chaplain to the Catholic
students at Oxford. The London Times
called Knox “one of the outstanding figures of his generation.”

THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Sunday, August 15, 2010
Procession, Solemn Mass &
Sermon
11:30 a.m.
Solemn Evensong & Sermon
Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament
5:00 p.m.
a reception in the undercroft
will follow this service

B

S. Bernard, Abbot,
Confessor, Doctor

ERNARD was born in 1091,
near Dijon. He was of a more
meditative nature than most boys,
and when twenty-two years of age he
entered the monastery of Citeaux.

In 1115 he was given charge over
twelve monks and sent forth to found
a cell to the abbey, which he did at
Clairvaux; the monks erecting the
first building with their own hands.
The privations of the first winter were
severe and the strain laid Bernard on
a sick bed, but the next year the people rallied round and supported them.
The great wisdom of Bernard led
to his being made umpire between
two rival popes. He was requested
to preach the Crusade in 1146, when
his fiery eloquence stirred the zeal of
the people and drained the country of
able men for that ill-fated expedition;
the disappointment of failure undermining his health. Bernard founded
a hundred and sixty monasteries
before his death in 1153. His body
was preserved at Clairvaux until
the French Revolution; his head is
now at Troyes, and his other relics
at Ville-sous-la-Ferte.
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Pilgrimage:
November 2010
St. Paul, St. John the Divine,
and the Early Church in
Turkey
Fr. Ernie Davis, Administrator
of St. Therese Little Flower
Parish in Kansas City, Missouri, is leading a pilgrimage to the site of several New
Testament cities in Turkey. Fr.
Davis was ordained a Catholic priest in 2002 after fifteen
years of ministry in the Episcopal Church. He and his wife
Valerie have three children.
His parish is home to an African American congregation
as well as a congregation of
converts from Anglicanism,
and the Anglican Mass is celebrated every Sunday. Previous pilgrimages led by Fr. Davis have included four to the
Holy Land and one to Rome
and Assisi.
Be a pilgrim with St. Paul in
Turkey, November 2-15, 2010.
Visit Istanbul (Hagia Sophia),
Cappadocia, Tarsus, Antioch,
Ephesus, Smyrna, Myra, and
Troy. Mass daily. Airfare from
New York, hotels, breakfast
and dinner, guide and entrance fees: $2,496. For more
information email Fr. Ernie
Davis: edavis@sttheresekc.
org or call 816-444-5406. A
brochure with full itinerary
and details can be found at
http://www.eo.travelwithus.
com/!userfiles/brochures/
tk10-A_Turkey.pdf

The All Saints Sisters of the Poor in Catonsville, Maryland, in addition to offering retreats
and doing charitable work in Baltimore and
Philadelphia, run a greeting card shop which
helps support their ministry. You can visit their
web site at http://www.asspconvent.org/catalog.html#OnlineCatalog to view the more than
100 Christmas cards and other cards they have
available for sale. Consider purchasing your
Christmas cards from this sisters this year in
order to support this newest member congregation of the Anglican Use in the U.S.
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and
women have been beatified for
their heroic witness to the Catholic Faith
in the British Isles during and after the
Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these
individual martyrs.

Blessed John Woodcock (Martin of
Saint Felix)
Priest, Religious, and Martyr (1603–
1646)
OHN Woodcock, of Claytonle-Woods, England, was nearly
twenty when he embraced the Catholic faith. Several years later, he
began studies for the priesthood on
the continent. Having subsequently
entered the Franciscan Order, he took
the name of Martin of Saint Felix,
and was ordained to the priesthood
in Douai, France in 1634. After serving as a chaplain for six years, he returned to his native country in 1640,
where he spent the following two
years ministering to England’s persecuted Catholics. Father Martin again
left England for a time, but returned
around the beginning of 1644. Soon
after arriving, he was arrested in Lancashire. He was to spend the next two
years in prison. Having professed his
identity as a priest, Father Martin was
condemned to death together with
two other priests, Blesseds Edward
Bamber and Thomas Whitaker. The
three suffered together on August
7, 1646. Father Martin remained
conscious during the most horrific
part of his execution by drawing and
quartering.

J

Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2007,
Vol. 9, No. 6, p. 106. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.

Blessed Stephen Rowsham
Priest and Martyr (c. 1555–1587)
NATIVE of Oxfordshire, England, Stephen Rowsham was
in his early twenties, serving as a
minister at Oxford University’s Protestant-run Church of St. Mary, when
he underwent a profound change of
heart. Having become convinced
of the truth of the Catholic faith,
he entered the Catholic Church and
journeyed to France to study for the
priesthood. Following his ordination,
Father Rowsham left for England on
April 30, 1582, to begin ministering
to the country’s Catholics persecuted
under Queen Elizabeth I. Within a
few days, he was arrested by the
English authorities. For a year and a
half, Father Rowsham was kept in a
dungeon in the Tower of London before being exiled. In 1586, he again
set sail for England, where he was
able to serve the faithful for about
a year before being captured by the
Elizabethan regime while visiting the
home of a Catholic widow. He was
summarily condemned to death for
his priesthood. Father Rowsham was
executed by drawing and quartering
in Gloucester in 1587 (the specific
date is uncertain). He is commemorated on August 11 in the 2004 Roman Martyrology.

A

Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2009,
Vol. 11, No. 6, p. 156. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.
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PRAYER IN THE
MYSTICAL BODY
From all eternity there has been
a God infinitely adorable but
there had not yet been an infinite
Adorer; there had in truth been a
God, worthy of being infinitely
loved and served, but there had
been no man nor infinite servant,
fit to render infinite service and
love. Now art thou, O Jesus, this
Adorer, this man and infinite
servitor, fit in quality and dignity and might to satisfy fully
this duty and render this divine
homage.
Cardinal Pierre de Bérulle
Œuvres, pp. 183–4
¶Cardinal Bérulle (1575–1629) was
a diplomat, reformer, and theologian
but his chief fame rests upon his spiritual teaching. Pope Urban VIII called
him the “Apostolus Verbi Incarnati.”

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd. Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the #51
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at
Lee St.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

