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IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME

H

OW are we to make use of
the Advent season? One
profitable way is to see it as a going back to yesterday, to the early
days of man’s disobedience and
the first inklings of the coming
salvation. Because God anciently
chose Israel as His special people, and manifested His Name
and Truth to this chosen people,
it was among them that prophets became the beacon-lights
announcing the message of the
Lord. And among those prophets
Isaiah was pre-eminent.
Isaiah has been called “the fifth
evangelist” because it was he
who with unique clarity depicted
the work and person of the Divine Savior. For that reason the
Advent liturgy is chock full of
passages from Isaiah. They are
famous passages. “The Lord will
surely come, He will not tarry…
and will manifest Himself to all
nations…fear not, Sion, behold
thy God cometh…the Lord shall
set up an ensign for the nations
and shall assemble the outcasts
of Israel.” In reading Isaiah we
become aware of the longing,
and the pain of unfulfilled desire, as the centuries passed in
expectation.

day after the Fall in the Garden
of Eden, it was to teach mankind
that man is not necessary to God
but the other way round. Mankind had to learn through long
centuries of misery and weakness its need for a redeemer.
For thousands of years after
Adam and Eve our ancestors
were simply not ready to receive
God’s marvelous gift of Himself.
The world was scarcely ready
when it did indeed happen! But
many souls were being prepared
for the coming of Messiah, a Redeemer, and when in God’s eyes
it was the “fullness of time,” the
archangel came to Mary and the
wonderful story began.
Some might wonder why it took so long
for God’s will to be done. Nowadays we
can closely schedule our life. You can
plan to meet someone at the museum or at
South Station at 5:45 pm with the expectation that both of you will be there at that
time. It is natural that we be conditioned
by our own era, with its cult of speed and
appetite for quick results. And its lack of
patience! But in Advent we are invited to
look at the drama of redemption from the
Lord’s perspective.
If the redemption did not happen on the

Many people and even professed Christians act as if they
are in some way necessary to
God. Advent in its emphasis on
those centuries of waiting, and
the longing of prophets like Isaiah, is the antidote. Advent helps
us repossess just what a precious
gift is our Savior Jesus.
¶ A sermon preached by Father
Bradford in Saint Theresa of
Avila Church on December 3,
2003.
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CONCERTS
DURING ADVENT

Feast of the
Immaculate
Conception

Some concerts in the Boston
area you may want to attend during the Advent season include:
& The Handel and Haydn Society will present The Messiah
at Symphony Hall in Boston
on Friday, December 3rd at
7:30 p.m., on Saturday, December 4th at 3:00 p.m. and on
Sunday, December 5th at 3:00
p.m.
& St. John’s Seminary in Brighton will hold its annual Gala
Concert and Dinner on Saturday, December 4th at 5:30 p.m.
and will host its annual Service of Lessons and Carols on
Sunday, December 5th at 3:00
p.m.
& The Back Bay Chorale will
present a Bach Christmas
Oratorio in Sanders Theatre,
Cambridge on Friday, December 10th, at 8:00 p.m. and
on Saturday, December 11th at
7:00 p.m.
& The Boston Boy Choir of the
Archdiocesan Choir School
will present its annual concert on Sunday, December
12th and on Sunday, December 19th, at 3:00 p.m. on both
days, at St. Paul’s Church in
Cambridge, Mass.
& On Thursday, December
16th, the Handel and Haydn
Society will present A Bach
Christmas at Jordan Hall at
the New England Conservatory at 8:00 p.m. The concert
will be repeated on Sunday,
December 19th, at 3:00 p.m. in
Jordan Hall.

Tuesday, December 7, 2010
VIGIL MASS
7:30 p.m.
¶This will be the only Anglican Use Mass in
observance of The Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation

T

O BE SURE, some have asserted that Mary was made free
of all sin only at the Annunciation. But that is to subvert the
announcement of the archangel, and to imply that any girl would
do. We do not believe God acts that way. It is not what we believe
about Mary. Such an attitude would also seem to limit the merits of
Christ’s saving act. If He can save us at all, after we have fallen into
sin, can He not prevent His mother in advance from sin? Remember
the answer you gave in catechism as a child to the question “what
can God do?” The wrong answer is that God can do anything. The
right answer is that God can do all that He wills to do. And just as
God once created a perfect paradise for Adam and Eve, so too He
created a perfect dwelling place for the Second Adam, His Beloved
Son. And the paradise was a girl named Mary, who was always a
recipient of grace.
¶ excerpt from a sermon by Father Bradford on December 8,
2004.
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SAINT NICHOLAS
DAY

The Living Flame Of Love
Songs of the soul in the intimate
communication of loving union with
God.

December 6th

S

aint Nikolaus was a
saintly bishop of the fourth
century, and being always very kind
and helpful to children and young
people, God granted every year that
on his feast day he might come down
to the children. He comes dressed
in bishop’s vestments, with a mitre
on his head and his bishop’s staff
in his hand…The excitement was
great on [December] the fifth. Soon
after dark we assembled in the hall,
looking out through the large window into the driveway…Suddenly
one could see the little flicker of
candlelight through the bare bushes.
A tall figure bearing a lantern and
high staff turned into our driveway,
followed by a little black fellow [the
“Krampus”]. The heavy double-door
opened wide, and in came the Holy
Bishop, reverently greeted by young
and old. The white beard which cascaded down below his waist showed
his age. Nobody could see that half
an hour before, it had been plastered
on Hans’s face with the help of the
white of a raw egg…After he had
sat down, he gave the Captain his
lantern to hold, and then he produced
from under his white cloak a large
package with a big golden Cross…In
this magic book were written down
all the many crimes, big and little,
which had been committed by the
children of this house. It was quite
incredible how well-informed Saint
Nikolaus was…Saint Nikolaus
shook his finger and frowned at the
sinners as they were called to his
feet. They all felt very uncomfortable, and promised fervently to
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reform. The Holy Bishop rose and
waved his hand toward the door;
a big sack was pushed in, which
Saint Nikolaus opened. There was
a bag with fruit and candies for
everybody…
¶ Maria von Trapp’s description of her
first Advent at the Villa Trapp near Salzburg, as told in The Story of the Trapp
Family Singers, 1949. This article appeared in the December 6, 2009 issue of
the parish paper of Mary Immaculate of
Lourdes Parish, Newton.

ABOUT CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS
Altar flower envelopes are available in the Church for your donations as memorials or thanksgivings. The Church looks lovely at
holiday time thanks to the care
of George Gannon, Jr., who purchases and arranges the décor. We
will pool our funds with those of
the Saint Lawrence congregation
but list our own memorials in our
service leaflets as usual. Please be
generous.

1. O living flame of love
that tenderly wounds my soul
in its deepest center! Since
now you are not oppressive,
now consummate! if it be your
will:
tear through the veil of this sweet
encounter!
2. O sweet cautery,
O delightful wound!
O gentle hand! O delicate touch
that tastes of eternal life
and pays every debt!
In killing you changed death to
life.
3. O lamps of fire!
in whose splendors
the deep caverns of feeling,
once obscure and blind,
now give forth, so rarely, so exquisitely,
both warmth and light to their
Beloved.
4. How gently and lovingly
you wake in my heart,
where in secret you dwell alone;
and in your sweet breathing,
filled with good and glory,
how tenderly you swell my heart
with love.
St. John of the Cross
St. John of the Cross is considered one of
the greatest poets of the Spanish language.
He assisted St. Theresa of Avila in her reform of the Carmelite order in 16th century
Spain, suffering much in the process. His
feast day is December 14th.
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GREAT FRIEND OF
THE UNBORN

AT THIS HAPPY
TIME OF YEAR

H

M

ILDRED Fay Jefferson,
M.D., nationally known prolife leader, has died at the age of 84.
Dr. Jefferson was the first AfricanAmerican woman to graduate from
Harvard Medical School. She was
the first woman to be a surgical intern
at Boston City Hospital and the first
woman admitted to membership in
the Boston Surgical Society. Dr. Jefferson was the recipient of honorary
degrees from twenty-eight colleges
and universities.

ERE at this happy time of
year, a few confessions from
my beating heart. I have no freaking clue who Nick and Jessica are.
I see them on the cover of People
and Us constantly when I’m buying
my dog biscuits. I still don’t know.
I often ask the checkers at the grocery stores who they are. They don’t
know who Nick and Jessica are, either. Who are they? Will it change
my life if I know who they are and
why they’ve broken up? Why are
they so darned important?
I, Ben Stein, don’t know who
Lindsay Lohan is either, and I don’t
care at all about Tom Cruise’s baby.
Am I going to be called before a
Senate committee and asked if I’m a
subversive? Maybe. But I just have
no clue who Nick and Jessica are. Is
this what it means to be no longer
young? Hm, not so bad.

creche, fine. The menorah a few
hundred yards away is fine, too. I do
not like getting pushed around for
being a Jew, and I don’t think Christians like getting pushed around for
being Christians. I think people who
believe in God are sick and tired of
getting pushed around, period. I
have no idea where the concept came
from that America is an explicitly
atheist country. I can’t find it in the
Constitution and I don’t like it being
shoved down my throat. Or maybe
I can put it another way. Where did
the idea come from that we should
worship Nick and Jessica and aren’t
allowed to worship God as we understand him? I guess that’s a sign
that I’m getting old, too. But there
are a lot of us who are wondering
where Nick and Jessica came from
and where the America we used to
know went to.

I am a Jew and every single one
of my ancestors was Jewish, and it
does not bother me even a little bit
when people call those beautifully
lit-up, bejeweled trees Christmas
trees. I don’t feel threatened. I don’t
feel discriminated against. That’s
what they are — Christmas trees. It
doesn’t bother me a bit when people
say ‘Merry Christmas’ to me. I don’t
think they’re slighting me or getting
ready to put me in a ghetto. In fact, I
kind of like it. I shows that we’re all
brothers and sisters celebrating this
Ben Stein. “Confessions for the Holidays.”
happy time of year.

CBS News Transcripts. 18 December

It doesn’t bother me one bit that 2005.
there’s a manger scene on display
at a key intersection at my beach
house in Malibu. If people want a

Nationally known for her leadership in the right-to-life movement in
America, Dr. Jefferson asserted, “I
became a physician in order to help
save lives. I am at once a physician,
a citizen, and a woman, and I am not
willing to stand aside and allow the
concept of expendable human lives
to turn this great land of ours into just
another exclusive reservation where
only the perfect, the privileged, and
the planned have the right to live.”
Dr. Jefferson helped to establish
the National Right to Life Committee and served three times as its
president. At the time of her death,
Dr. Jefferson served as President of
the Right to Life Crusade, Director
of NRLC, and Director of Massachusetts Citizens for Life. She was
a founding member of the Board
of Governors and a past President
of the Value of Life Committee of
Massachusetts. She was also active
with the American Life League and
Americans United for Life Legal
Defense Fund and Black Americans
for Life.
Born in Pittsburg, Texas, Dr. Jef-
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ferson was the daughter of Guthrie (Roberts) Jefferson, a public
school teacher, and Millard F.
Jefferson, a Methodist minister.
She attended public schools in East
Texas, earned a B.A degree summa
cum laude from Texas College in
Tyler, Texas and an M.S. degree
from Tufts University in Medford,
Massachusetts before attending
Harvard Medical School.
After her Harvard Medical School
graduation, Dr. Jefferson served as
a general surgeon with the former
Boston University Medical Center
and Assistant Clinical Professor
of Surgery at Boston University
Medical School.
¶ We are grateful to Anne Fox, President of Mass. Citizens for Life, and Eva
Murphy, for providing this official press
release. Dr. Jefferson went to God on Friday, October 15th at home in Cambridge.
May she rest in peace.

FOUR GREAT
BLESSINGS

I

t must be remembered
that Christ showed to us his
goodness in communicating his divinity, but he showed his mercy in
assuming our nature. Hence, Saint
Bernard says, “The power of God
appeared in the creation of things,
his wisdom, in the government of
things, but his goodness especially
appeared in his assumption of our
nature.” For God revealed a wonderful sign of his goodness when
he willed to add the name of God
to humanity, for “Not from works
of justice which we did, but by
his mercy are we saved.” Did he
not show forth his mercy when he

received and took upon himself our
misery? What was so full of holiness
as the Word of God, which was made
flesh for us and dwelt amongst us?
Hence, the Church sings, “Oh Christ,
the Redeemer of all, the only God of
the Father.” And Isaias LXIII, 6, says,
“A child is born to us,” that is for our
benefit and welfare. In truth, there are
four great blessings which have come
down to us from the birth of Christ,
which we may consider from the four
special virtues which children possess;
namely, purity, humility, lovableness,
and pleasingness. These are found in
the Christ Child in a most excellent
manner.
First, we find in him the greatest
purity because he is the brightness of
eternal light, and the unspotted mirror
of God’s majesty, and the image of his
goodness. (Wis VI, 26) Moreover, he
demonstrated his purity in being conceived and born without sin. Hence,
Alcuin observes that, “the Maker of
all men, in order that he might become
man for the sake of men, had to select
such a mother for himself, and he knew
that it was becoming that she should be
immaculate and most pleasing to God.
therefore, he willed that she should
be a virgin immaculate, and from the
immaculate was born the Immaculate
child, who will purge the sins of all
mankind.”
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men and the delight of the angels.
The union of his divinity with the
humanity caused this lovableness
in certain manner. Hence, Bernard
said, “Behold the Man, the Maker
of Man, filled with every manner
of sweetness.”
Fourthly, we find in the Christ
Child the greatest pleasingness,
for “he is gracious and merciful,
patient and rich in mercy, and
ready to repent of evil. (Jl II, 13)
Wherefore, Bernard says, “Christ
is a Child and is easily pleased.
Who does not know that a child
easily gives? Behold if Christ were
not great and kind to us, we could
never be reconciled to him in the
least thing; but the least thing, I
say, done for him is pleasing to
him.” And just as the kindness
of God appeared as something
beyond all hope and expectation,
so we can, if we repent, hope for
a similar manifestation of God’s
mercy at the judgment.
Saint Thomas Aquinas
Meditations for Every Day
¶ Perhaps the greatest intellect the
Church has ever produced, “The Angelic
Doctor” lived from 1225–1274.

Secondly, in this Child, we find
the greatest humility, for “He, God,
emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave.” (Phil II, 7) He showed this humility, as Bernard says, in being born in
a stable, wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and laid in a manger.
Thirdly, we find in the Christ Child
the highest kind of lovableness. He
was the most beautiful of the sons of

Drawing of St. Thomas by Ade Bethune.
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SHORT NOTES

Ñ There is often a Saturday morning Anglican Use Mass at 9 a.m.
in the St. Theresa Convent, West
Roxbury. If you plant to attend you
might call the Chaplain just to make
sure.

Contra Mundum
Ñ The Christmas offertory collections in the Archdiocese of Boston
benefit the clergy retirement fund,

providing stipends, housing and insurance for elderly priests. Please
be generous.

Ñ Confirmation/Inquirers’ Classes
are underway. Meeting times and a
syllabus are available. If you know
of persons interested in the teaching
of the Catholic Church, please invite
them or leave their contact information with the Chaplain.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass is
being conducted for the financial
support of the parish program in the
coming year. If you have not done so
already, please return your pledge
card and gift soon. Many thanks.
Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael
J. Connolly for his assistance at most
of our Evensongs and weekday evening services. He assists regularly
at Holy Cross Armenian Catholic
Church in Belmont on Sundays.
Ñ The Fourth Communion Service,
which is the plainsong setting in The
Hymnal 1940, will be used for sung
Masses during Advent, except for
December 7th.
Ñ A book of Advent Meditations
composed by Fr. Peter M. J. Stravinskas is available for purchase. Copies
are found in the tract case near the
church entrance.
Ñ Our annual Christmas Festival of
Lessons and Carols will take place
on Sunday afternoon, December 26th
at 5 p.m. in Saint Lawrence Church.
You might consider signing up to be
a reader. There are nine lessons read
and copies are with a sign-up sheet at
Sunday coffee hours. Many thanks.

Friday, December 24, 2010
Christmas Eve
8:30 p.m.
Procession and Blessing of the Creche
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Saturday, December 25, 2010
Christmas Day
Low Mass & Sermon at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation
Sunday, December 26, 2010
THE HOLY FAMILY
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas
Solemn Mass and Sermon at 11:30 a.m.
A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
5:00 p.m.
A reception follows this service
Saturday, January 1, 2011
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Octave Day of Christmas
Solemn Mass and Sermon at 10:00 a.m.
Not a day of obligation this year.
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British Martyrs

O

VER the years 200 men and women
have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British
Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of
some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed Charles Meehan
Priest, Religious, and Martyr (c.
1640–1679)

A

FTER being ordained a Franciscan priest in his early thirties, Father Charles Meehan set out
from the continent to return to his
native Ireland. His ship, however,
ran aground on the English coast.
Continuing his journey on foot, he
reached as far as Wales before being stopped by agents of England’s
Protestant regime. Upon discovering
his priestly identity, they imprisoned
him. Charged with high treason for
being a priest, Father Meehan was
condemned to death by drawing and
quartering. After being dragged in his
Franciscan habit on a hurdle to the
place of execution, the priest declared
before dying: “Now God Almighty is
pleased I should suffer martyrdom.
His holy name be praised, since I
die for my religion…God forgive
you, for I do, and shall always pray
for you…I pray God bless our king
and defend him from his enemies,
and convert him to the holy Catholic
faith.” Father Meehan is described as
having undergone his brutal sentence
with great courage.
Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2008,
Vol. 10, No. 6, p. 163. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.

Blessed Brian Lacey
Martyr († 1591)

W

HEN in 1591 a banishment order was issued by the English
Protestant regime of Queen Elizabeth
I against (Blessed) Father Montford
Scott, the priest made ready to bid
farewell to his acquaintances. He set
out in the company of Brian Lacey, a
Catholic layman of England’s Yorkshire region. The banishment order
proved to be a deception. Father
Scott and Lacey were arrested, and
the former was soon executed. Lacey,
accused of being “a dispenser and
distributor of letters to papists,” was
turned over to the murderous government agent Richard Topcliffe for
interrogation and torture. A man who
witnessed Laceys trial at London’s
famed Old Bailey courthouse describes the charges used to condemn
the prisoner to death as so ridiculous
that the proceedings against him
seemed like a joke. After being sentenced to death, Lacey and the other
Catholic prisioners condemned with
him were offered clemency if they
apostasized. Lacey and the others
replied that they would live and die in
the Catholic faith. Brian Lacey was
hanged on December 10, 1591.
Reprinted from Magnificat, December 2008,
Vol. 10, No. 10, p. 137. With permission
of Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie 201 Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All
rights reserved.
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L

et the just rejoice
for their Justifier is
born.
Let the sick and infirm
rejoice,
for their Savior is born.
Let captives rejoice,
for their Redeemer is
born.
Let slaves rejoice,
for their Master is
born.
Let free people rejoice,
for their Liberator is
born.
Let all Christians rejoice,
for Jesus Christ is
born.
Saint Augustine

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind
church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in
the Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).
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Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the #51
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at
Lee St.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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