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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

TH E  F E A S T o f 
Christ’s baptism 

brings to an end the 
Christmas season. The 
Lord’s baptism draws 
together several of the 
themes which the Church 
has highlighted over the 
preceding weeks.

First we have St. John 
the Baptist, a promi-
nent figure during the 
season of Advent, the 
one who prepared the 
way for Messiah. In 
Advent John was one of 
our guides when we too 
were preparing for the 
coming of Christ. John is again a 
central figure when Christ comes 
to be baptized in the river Jor-
dan. John, who as a babe in his 
mother’s womb had leapt for joy 
at the coming of the Lord, now 
baptizes that same Lord in the 
waters of the Jordan. John’s bap-
tism was described as “a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins”. We might well ask what 
need could Jesus have of such 
forgiveness, He who was like us 
in all things but sin? The answer 
is that Christ was baptized, not to 
be made holy by the water, but 

so as Himself to sanctify those waters, that 
they might become the means of bestowing 
baptismal regeneration on all Christians 
down the ages that followed.

There is a parallel here with the Exodus of 
the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt. 
When they came to the Red Sea, the column 
of fire showing the presence of God went 
before them to prepare a path for them to 
follow. When the people passed through the 
waters, they were in a sense being baptized, 
as St. Paul says in his letter to the Corinthi-
ans: “Our fathers were all under the cloud 
and all passed through the sea, and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea.” In the pillar of fire, God went before 

the people through the 
waters. At His immer-
sion by John, Christ 
goes through the waters 
of baptism before the 
Christian people. At the 
Red Sea, the Lord’s pres-
ence opened up a firm 
path through the waters. 
In the river Jordan, He 
opens up the ways of 
faith through His institu-
tion of the sacramental 
waters of baptism. At the 
time of the Exodus, the 
column of flame gave 
light for the people who 
followed. Now it sheds 

light in the hearts of believers re-
born in Christ through baptism.

This manifestation of Our Lord 
is also linked to another aspect 
of the revelation of Christ — the 
Epiphany. The arrival of the 
three wise men from the east to 
pay homage to the child in the 
manger was the occasion when 
Christ was revealed as the Light 
of all nations. That showing-
forth of Christ’s true identity is 
renewed at His baptism when 
the voice is heard from heaven 
proclaiming, “Thou are my be-
loved Son.”
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MOTHER OF GOD

Saturday, January 1, 2011
Solemn Mass & Sermon

10:00 a.m.
not a holy day of  

obligation this year

This voice confirms that Christ 
is the Son of God, and also cor-
roborates the teaching of the 
Baptist, who had said that Christ 
was much greater than he. He 
had said, “I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” The 
descent of the Spirit at Our Lord’s 
baptism is a promise that the 
Spirit will likewise descend at 
the sacramental baptism of each 
one of us. The Spirit appeared 
in the form of a dove, recalling 
the story of Noah and the flood. 
God had flooded the world so as 
to drown the wickedness of the 
people, but Noah and his fam-
ily were spared because of their 
righteousness. The purpose of 
the first flood was to cleanse and 
purify. Likewise, the waters of 
John’s baptism had a cleansing 
effect, for the forgiveness of sins. 
Noah knew that the flood was at 
an end because of the presence 
of the dove, a sign of peace and 
reconciliation between God and 
man. In the same way, the pres-
ence of a dove at Christ’s baptism 
represents the reconciliation that 
He will bring about between us 
and our Maker, through the gift 
of the Spirit.

Christ’s baptism was not the 
same as our own baptism which 
washed us clean from original 
sin. What then did happen at the 
river Jordan? It has sometimes 
been erroneously suggested that 
it was the moment when Jesus 
of Nazareth became the Son of 
God, that He was anointed at that 
moment by the Holy Spirit and 
so became the Messiah. This is 
a very grave error. He already 
was the Son of God, the eternal 

Son who took our human flesh at the mo-
ment of His miraculous conception in the 
womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. At His 
baptism in the Jordan, this further action 
of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the 
Father were but the outward re-iteration 
of a pre-existent reality, a re-iteration for 
the benefit of those who witnessed it at 
the time, and also for our benefit subse-
quently.

This public manifestation of the three 
Persons of the Blessed Holy Trinity 
marked the start of the public mission of 
Christ. It ratified the work which the Son 
was about to embark upon. The words of 
the Father, “Thou art my beloved Son; 
with thee I am well pleased” had been 
foreshadowed by the ancient prophecy 
of Isaiah: “Behold my servant, whom 
I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights. I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 
These prophetic words are appropriately 
applied to the start of Christ’s public mis-
sion, for He is the one Who would indeed 
bring forth justice for the nations, Who 
would be the new covenant of reconcili-
ation between God and his people, both 
Jews and gentiles. That public work was 
the reason He was born as man that first 
Christmas. So it is appropriate that our 
Christmas season should culminate with 
the celebration of His baptism, when the 
fullness of His divinity was made explicit 
and clear to all those who sought to know 
Who He was, who sought to know what 
His credentials were, so to speak. The first 
act of His public ministry was His insti-
tution of the sacrament of holy baptism, 
whereby we enter His kingdom and thus 
become the Father’s adopted and beloved 
children.

From The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the January 2010 issue 
of The Oratory Magazine (Vol 87, No 1063), a 
publication of the Brompton (London) Oratory.

HOLY NAME OF  
JESUS

“At the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the 
earth.”

Philippians 2:10

¶ The Feast of the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus 

is kept on Monday, 
January 3, 2011.
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THE EPIPHANY
OR THE MANIFESTATION OF 
CHRIST TO THE GENTILES

Thursday, January 6, 2011
Epiphany Proclamation

Procession,  
Solemn Mass & Sermon

7:30 p.m.

building; developments in biomedi-
cine are occurring with such speed 
that they have outpaced reflection 
on their moral implications; experi-
ments on human embryos are foster-
ing a mentality that treats the lives of 
the weak as means to the ends of the 
strong; and the freedoms of religion 
and conscience are coming under 
increasing threat.

Thirty years ago, who could have 
imagined such a thing as partial-birth 
abortion! When I ask myself why 
so many people have been slow to 
realize how easily today’s atrocity 
can become tomorrow’s routine, 
one answer I come up with is that it 
was due in part to a failure to real-
ize something very important about 
choice, namely that choices last.

Each time we make policy on 
abortion, euthanasia, or embryonic 
experimentation, we are changing 
the moral ecology of our country. 
We are either helping to build the 
culture of life or cooperating with 
the culture of death. It hasn’t helped 
that the elite media, the powerful 
foundations, the sex industry, and the 
vast profit-making abortion industry 
have done their best to disguise the 
truth of what was happening.

But what makes the pro-life move-
ment “the greatest grassroots move-
ment of our times” is that it has 
steadily marched forward without 
support from the wealthy and pow-
erful. It has moved ahead thanks to 
dedicated women and men—from 
all walks of life—who have never 
ceased to witness to the truth, day 
in and day out.

The recent Pew Foundation report 
that support for abortion is declining 
is one of many signs that our efforts 

THE BAPTISM  
OF OUR LORD  
JESUS CHRIST

Sunday, January 9, 2011
Asperges me

Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

THE PRO-LIFE 
MOVEMENT

WHEN I received a letter from 
Dr. Wanda Franz [presi-

dent of the National Right to Life 
Committee] telling me about the 
“Proudly Pro-Life Award,” I was, 
quite simply, overcome with emo-
tion. There is no honor or award 
that could mean more to me than 
one from my fellow members of 
what my friend the late Richard 
John Neuhaus always called “the 
greatest grassroots movement 
of our times.” At the same time, 
I can’t help but be humbled at 
the thought of the great men and 
women to whom you have given 
this honor in the past.

And so I know you will under-
stand when I say that I would like 
to accept this award not just for 
whatever I have been able to con-
tribute to our common cause, but in 
memory of the many persons who 
have sustained me on what would 
otherwise have been at times a 
lonely journey.

Evenings like tonight evoke so 
many memories—of friends here 
and departed, of struggles won and 
lost. Evenings like this remind us 
that we are blessed to be surround-
ed by a “cloud of witnesses.”

After more than three decades of 
involvement in pro-life activities, 
I wish I could say that I thought 
the threats to respect for human 
life were diminishing. But one 
lesson we’ve learned is: Do not 
underestimate the power of the 
culture of death. We’ve learned 
that what was unimaginable one 
day can become reality the next. 
Today, pressures for euthanasia are 
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Christians does not provide for some 
vague reunion agreed upon by future 
denominations. It is a prayer for His 
Catholic Church, that through her, 
through her doctrine, discipline, and 
worship, all may be one.

Father Bradford
¶This sermon was preached in St. Theresa’s 
Church, West Roxbury on May 27, 2004. 
The Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity 
is January 18–25.

are bearing fruit. We are winning the 
battle for hearts and minds—not as 
quickly as we would have wished—
but we are winning. We will never 
give up, and we will prevail.

One of the main reasons for our 
slow but steady progress, I believe, 
is the success of the pro-life move-
ment in demonstrating by word and 
deed that our position on protection 
of the unborn is inseparable from 
our dedication to compassion and as-
sistance for women who are so often 
the second victims of abortion.

Unlike the movement that calls 
itself pro-choice, the pro-life move-
ment has thought deeply about 
choice. We know that choices last: 
We know that individual choices 
make us into a certain kind of per-
son; and we know that collective 
choices make us into a certain kind 
of society.

Mary Ann Glendon
¶ Dr. Glendon is the Learned Hand Profes-
sor in Harvard Law School. This address 
was delivered after she received the 2009 
Proudly Pro-Life Award from the National 
Right to Life Educational Trust Fund, meet-
ing in New York City on October 6, 2009.

¶ January 22nd is the anniversary of the 
Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade. The 
day is designated by the Church as a Day 
of Penance in the United States.

CHRISTIAN UNITY

IF today’s Gospel sounds famil-
iar that is because you also heard 

it last Sunday at Mass. And it con-
tains a prayer of our Lord Jesus that 
is found on the letterhead and in the 
direction manual of every ecumeni-
cal office. It is Our Lord’s prayer, 
“that they may all be one.”

But the trouble is that this is a 
truncated form of Christ’s actual 
prayer and therefore does not give 
the Lord’s complete thought. If the 
prayer of Jesus is simply “that they 
may all be one” then it is right to 
pursue the work for Christian unity 
even at the price of Catholic faith and 
practice, so long as unity is achieved. 
This is in fact what even some Catho-
lic ecumenists do.

But according to St. John’s Gospel, 
Our Lord prayed saying, “I pray not 
only for these, but also for those 
who will believe in Me through their 
word, so that they may all be one.” 
And who are these for whom Christ 
prayed that through their word oth-
ers will believe in Him? They are 
the apostles, and perhaps we may 
reasonably add the Seventy, and the 
other followers of Christ, like Mary 
Magdalen, Lazarus and his sisters.

In any event, these people were in 
communion, and since their com-
munion was with the apostles, it was 
an apostolic communion. And since 
one of these apostles was Peter, who 
already in the New Testament was 
seen as exercising a primacy among 
the apostles, we can say it was the 
Lord’s prayer that through the word 
of those in communion with Peter 
that all would be one.

Christ’s prayer for oneness among 

Fr. Paul Wattson was an Episcopal priest, 
who, together with Mother Lurana White, 
founded the Society of the Atonement, a 
twin religious order of friars and sisters 
dedicated to Christian unity. Father Paul  
was the founder, as well, of the Chair of 
Unity Octave, the predecessor of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. Fr. Wattson, 
Mother Lurana and their brothers and sis-
ters entered the Catholic Church corpo-
rately in 1909.

Dr. Mary Ann Glendon
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Father Bradford was one of 
the preachers in the Novena lead-
ing up to the observance of The 
Immaculate Conception, held 
yearly in Saint Brendan’s Church, 
Bellingham. Fr. David Mullen is 
pastor.

Ñ The parish has been conduct-
ing an Every Member Canvass of 
support for its programs in the new 
year. We hope to hear from 100% 
of our members and friends with 
a pledge or gift of support for the 
parish work.

Ñ Many thanks to all who read 
lessons at the Advent and Christ-
mas services of Lessons and Car-
ols. Special thanks to Leslie and 
Jennifer Hunt and to Dr. Janet E. 
Hunt for providing instrumental 
music at the Christmas Lessons 
service, and to Steve Cavanaugh 
for organizing the various recep-
tions after special services.

Ñ A Saturday Mass is regularly 
celebrated by the chaplain at 9 
a.m. in the Saint Theresa Convent 
Chapel. There are usually two or 
three people present. Just to make 
sure, you might call during the 
week prior to Saturday.

Ñ A Mass intention may be asked 
for the Saturday mass, and the 
stipend in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton is $10.00. Father Bradford’s 
weekday Masses at St. Theresa’s 
Church are subscribed through the 
St. Theresa Rectory Office.

Ñ For those who plan ahead: Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday, March 
9th. The Anglican Use Mass is at 
8 p.m. Friday Stations & Benedic-

tion will be at 7 p.m. . beginning March 
11th. Our next service of Evensong & 
Benediction is Sunday, March 20th at 
5 p.m.

Ñ And for those who plan far in 
advance, next year’s Anglican Use 
Conference will be July 7–9, 2011. 
The conference will be hosted by Fr. 
Hawkins and his parishioners at St. 
Mary the Virgin Church in Arlington, 
Texas.

Ñ Inquirers’ Classes are ongoing and 
meet with the chaplain in the St. The-
resa Rectory, West Roxbury. A syllabus 
is available for those interested.

Ñ Many thanks to those who contrib-
uted towards the cost of greening Saint 
Lawrence Church for Christmas. Me-
morials and thanksgivings were listed 
in the Christmas service leaflet.

Ñ Father Bradford thanks all who 
remembered him and his family with 
cards and gifts during the Christmas 
season. Your kindness is much ap-
preciated.

¶ The Flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:12–15)

THE MOTHER 
OF GOD

THE doctrine of the spiri-
tual motherhood of Mary 

developed with St. Anselm who 
asserted: “You are the Mother of 
reconciliation and the reconciled, 
the Mother of salvation and the 
saved.” Mary does not cease to be 
venerated as the Mother of God, 
but the fact that she is our Mother 
gives her divine motherhood a new 
aspect that opens within us the way 
to a more intimate communion 
with her.

Mary’s motherhood in our regard 
does not only consist of an affec-
tive bond: because of her merits 
and her intercession she contrib-
utes effectively to our spiritual 
birth and the development of the 
life of grace within us. This is why 
Mary is called “Mother of grace” 
and “Mother of life”…

Motherhood is a relationship 
of person to person: a mother is 
not only mother of the body or 
of the physical creature born of 
her womb, but of the person she 
begets. Thus having given birth, 
according to his human nature, 
to the person of Jesus, who is a 
divine person, Mary is the Mother 
of God…

Mary is the Theotokos, not only 
because she conceived and gave 
birth to the Son of God, but also 
because she accompanied him in 
his human growth.

Pope John Paul II
¶ This short article is taken from a collec-
tion titled Catechesis on the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, of papal addresses originally 
published in L’Osservatore Romano.
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THE PRESENTATION 
OF CHRIST  

IN THE TEMPLE
commonly called Candlemas
Wednesday, February 2, 2011

Blessing of Candles
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon

7:30 p.m.
You may bring unused household candles for blessing.

¶ The feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul is Tuesday, January 25th.

JAMES II, LAST CATHOLIC  
KING OF ENGLAND

In his last years in France, James used 
to recite each day this beautiful penitential 
prayer he had composed himself:

 “I give thee, O my God, my most 
humble Thanks, for that it has 
pleas’d thee to take from me my 
Three Kingdoms. Thou hast hereby 
rouz’d me from the Lethargy of 
Sin and brought me out of a miser-
able Estate in which, Lord, if I had 
continu’d, I should have been for 
ever undone. I also thank thee, O my 
God, for that it has pleas’d thee out 
of thine infinite Goodness to banish 
me into a strange Land, where I have 
learnt the Duties of Christianity, and 
done my utmost to perform them.”

He thought he had deserved all his afflic-
tions, and he even spoke of his enemies as 
“Ministers of Divine Justice,” refusing to 
listen to anyone who railed against them, 
but instead listening to published libels 
against himself, when they were read to 
him, with “the same Patience” David heard 
the curses of Shimei. 

James II died at age 68, on Sept 16, 1701, 
at 3 PM on Friday. He had prayed to die 
on a Friday so the merits of Jesus would 
be more abundantly applied to him. When 
he was about to receive the Viaticum, he 
was asked if he believed in the Real Pres-
ence, and he replied, “je le crois de tout 
mon coeur” (I believe it with all my heart). 
His last words to his son as he blessed him 
were: “Ne vous séparez jamais de L’Eglise 
Catholique; on ne peut trop perdre pour 
Dieu.” (Never separate yourself from the 
Catholic Church; we cannot lose too much 
for God.”)

From a talk given at the 2010 Anglican Use Con-
ference by Dr. Anne Gardiner, professor emerita 
of the John Jay College of the City University of 
New York.

“I am Jesus
Whom thou
persecutest”
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Ave. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind 

church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in 
the Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

OVER the years 200 men and women 
have been beatified for their heroic 

witness to the Catholic Faith in the British 
Isles during and after the Protestant Refor-
mation. Here we continue brief mention of 
some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed david Gonson (Gunston)
Martyr († 1541)

THE Englishman David Gonson 
was a lay member of the Knights 

of Malta (the Knights of Saint John 
of Jerusalem). In October of 1540, 
he was charged before King Henry 
VIII’s Privy Council with having 
spoken against the king’s assertion 
of supremacy over the Church of 
England. On July 12, 1541, David 
was executed in Southwark.
Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2008, 
Vol. 10, No. 5, p. 164. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All 
rights reserved.

Blessed thomas plumtree

Secular priest (†1570)

BORN in the diocese of Lincoln, 
a scholar of Corpus Christi 

College, Oxford, in 1546 he was 
made rector of Stubton in his native 
county. He resigned his benefice on 
the change of religion under Eliza-
beth, and became a schoolmaster at 
Lincoln, but was obliged to resign on 
account of his faith. It was as chief 
chaplain and priest of the army of 
the Rising of the North that he won 
the martyr’s palm. His voice stirred 
high and low alike. His call to rally to 
the standard of the faith ran through 
the northern counties, and hundreds 
came in response to his summons. 

He appears to have been celebrant 
of the Mass in Durham Cathedral on 
4 December 1569, when a sermon 
and public absolution followed. 
On his capture after the failure of 
the rising, he was singled out as a 
notable example of the priests who 
had ministered to the insurgents. 
At the gibbet in the market-place at 
Durham he was offered his life if he 
would apostatize, but he refused and, 
dying to this world, received eternal 
life from Christ. He suffered on 4 
January 1570.
¶ This account is taken from Mementoes of 
the Martyrs and Confessors of England & 
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author 
is Henry Sebastien Bowden of the Oratory. 
Edited and revised by Donald Attwater, 
and published by Anthony Clarke Books, 
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, n.d.

Another account of Blessed Thomas Plum-
tree’s martyrdom is found in the June 2006 
issue of Contra Mundum (Volume VIII, 
Issue 11).

BRITISH MARTYRS

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Avenue (Route 9), Chestnut Hill, Mass.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line 
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop 
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-min-
ute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line 
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the  #51 
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to 
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus 
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at 
Lee St.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


