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THE HIDDEN LIFE OF OUR LORD

EASTER DAY is April 
24th this year...a very late 

date because the observance is 
always on the first Sunday after 
the Spring equinox. (The last 
time Easter Day was this late 
was in 1943 when it occurred 
on April 25th, astronomically the 
last possible date for Easter.) 

Because of the late date for 
Easter we have an especially 
long Epiphany season. There are 
nine Sundays between Epiphany 
and Ash Wednesday. In a sermon 
on the Feast of the Epiphany I 
told the congregation Epiphany 
is the season of adoration. You 
can thank Blessed John Henry 
Newman for that insight. He 
once said that at other times 
“Our Lord is doing something 
or suffering something.” He 
is either on retreat or teaching 
about the spiritual life, or He is 
on the field of battle against sin 
and death. But at Epiphany we 
think of Jesus enthroned in the 
arms of His mother and doing 
nothing except receiving the 
Magi, who came into His courts 
to adore Him as King of Kings. 

Epiphany means manifest-
ation or showing forth, and 
the Church Year gives us three 

great examples: Christ with the Wise Men, 
at His Baptism, and the first miracle at a 
wedding in Cana. The Sunday gospels you 
will hear put us right into the story of the 
Lord’s ministry. That is as it should be. The 
gospel good news is that Christ died for our 
sins and rose again for our justification. It 
can’t wait to get to that story! 

 
But this is not 

to forget that there were “the hidden years” 
when Jesus grew up as a boy and young 
man in Nazareth. 

The Evangelic narrative has left us 
the briefest notice of this period in Our 

Lord’s life from Bethlehem to 
the Jordan River. There is no 
reason why we have to try to 
discover things the Holy Spirit 
has kept silent. But I suspect 
that growing up in a family of 
observant Jews was always a 
precious and nurturing thing. 
Alfred Edersheim’s Sketches 
of Jewish Social Life identified 
at least eight stages in a child’s 
development when a family or 
larger community celebration 
was appropriate. When you 
consider this wonderful cultural 
and religious background for 
the Holy Family, and then read 
the nonsense conveyed in the 
Apocryphal Gospels in their 
attempt to “fill in the blanks” 
about Jesus as a boy, the silence 
of the Gospel record itself is 
all the more impressive. The 
Bible does not give us all we 
want to know. But it does give 
us everything we need to know. 
The Gospel is as Saint John said. 
“These things are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life 
in his name.” (20:31)

In the first thirty years of the 
Incarnate Life of the Son of God 
the great silence was broken 

Christ Taking Leave of His Mother by Albrecht Durer
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only once. Saint Luke tells the 
story (2:41-52) of the first visit of 
Jesus to the Temple at Jerusalem. 
(We only get to hear this story 
as a Mass Gospel once every 
three years on the Sunday after 
Christmas, and even then only 
if the Sunday after Christmas is 
not also January lst!) You know 
the story. When the Holy Family 
begin the journey back from 
Jerusalem to Nazareth Jesus is 
not in the entourage. After three 
days Mary and Joseph found 
Jesus in the Temple. And He said, 
“How is it that you sought me? 
Did you not know that I must be 
in my Father’s house?” Of course 
we cannot know to what extent 
Blessed Mary and St Joseph had 
related to Jesus the strange and 
wonderful events surrounding 
His birth: in Bethlehem not 
Nazareth, the shepherds and 
their story, the wise men, and 
Simeon and Anna at Candlemas. 
But here in these words is the 
revelation of the deepest secret 
of a boy’s heart. It was natural 
for Jesus to be in the Temple. 
Perhaps His twelve-year-old 
thinking had not concluded that 
this was His Temple, dedicated 
to His worship. But Blessed 
Jesus in His reaction to Mary and 
Joseph shows His consciousness 
of a unique relation to God and 
the priority of things eternal 
taking up earthly interests into 
the heavenly realm. It was the 
attraction of Divine things that 
held this boy in the Holy City even 
when His parents had departed. 
And remember that this visit 
wasn’t a country family’s junket 
in the big city. It was the Feast of 
the Passover. It makes us afraid 
when we think of this boy, Who 
is also the Immaculate Lamb of 

God, in His first experience not only of 
the Temple services but especially of the 
slaying of the Passover lamb! 

Many of you will remember Senator 
Sam Ervin during the days of the 
Watergate hearings asking “what did the 
President know and when did he know 
it?” What did this little boy know and 
when did He know it? “Who for our us 
men and for our salvation came down 
from Heaven.” Think of the cost. And 
think of the Divine Love that paid the 
cost! There is some subject matter for 
your Epiphany adoration. 

By the way, “in my Father’s house” is 
probably the right translation. But with 
no less than Msgr Ronald Knox I am 
reluctant to give up “about my Father’s 
business,” also a possible translation. 
For Jesus to say He was in His Father’s 
house could not be the reason for Mary 
and Joseph not understanding “the 
saying which he spoke to them.” But for 
the Christ Child to declare “I must be 
about my Father’s business” is indeed a 
cause for astonishment. 

And then, it all ends. “And he went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient unto them.” To us it 
seems such a downward step. Here 
is the Lord’s quiet, immediate, and 
unquestioning return to Nazareth and 
His willing submission to Mary and 
Joseph. The curtain comes down and it 
rises not again until Our Lord had taken 
leave of His mother and queued up for 
baptism by John at the Jordan River. 

Full of grace as He was (actually 
the origin of grace) that grace of God 
never prompted Jesus to assert a false 
independence or to disregard family 
obligations. For the next eighteen 
years Our Lord was about His Father’s 
business while at the same time at work 
in Joseph’s carpenter shop or watching 
camel caravans far below from the 

heights of the Galilean hills. 
Christ was patient. He knew 
limitations, even in the religious 
sphere. As a young man it would 
have been far “better” to study 
in Jerusalem than Nazareth. In 
those eighteen years, though the 
Gospel is silent about them, Jesus 
was giving proof that even His 
unparalleled fellowship with the 
Heavenly Father is compatible 
with ordinary daily life. 

In our own time we suffer 
mightily from the substitution 
of individuality for the joys of 
family life, and of religion of 
self-centered emotion for the 
acceptance of the obligations and 
duty towards others. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ was with us thirty-
three years before His Ascension 
into Heaven. Thirty of those 
years were spent in the home 
life at Nazareth. In His public 
ministry we can think of very 
few occasions Jesus called a man 
to leave his natural surroundings. 
And we know the Lord always 
delighted in the natural life of 
the home at Bethany. And a last 
thought for this Epiphany season 
of adoration: when Blessed Jesus 
finally did leave His mother’s 
home at Nazareth, His very first 
miracle was the blessing of a 
new home to whose celebration 
He had been invited with His 
mother. 

Father Bradford 
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The Presentation of CHRIST
in the Temple, or

THE PURIFICATION OF
SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN

commonly called 

CANDLEMAS 
DAY

Wednesday, February 2, 2011

¶ For this service our Schola will be joined 
by The Madrigal Singers of Boston Col-
lege.
¶ You may bring unused household candles 
for blessing. Please have them boxed or 
wrapped and your name on the package.
¶ A reception will follow this service.

THE 
PRESENTATION  
OF THE LORD 

THE liturgical commemoration 
of the Presentation of the Lord 

points us toward the Easter Vigil, 
when the Church asks us to renew 
the promises that we made at the 
time of our baptismal consecration. 
Recall that during both liturgical 
celebrations, the Church puts 
candles in our hands in order to 
remind us that we are committed to 
follow Christ, who is the true light of 
the world. Both celebrations, then, 
center on the consecrated character 
of the Christian life. Christian life 
finds its full meaning only within a 
context of a priestly consecration, 
one that enables the baptized 
believer to participate in the specific 
vocation of Christ himself. 

When Saint Benedict asked his 
followers to commit themselves 
to a permanent reformation of 
life—conversio morum—he invited 
them to embrace the mystery of 
the presentation, to undergo a 
continuous purification in their 
lives. The monk or nun therefore 
accepts the rhythm of monastic life 
and the sometimes monotonous 
sacrifices that it imposes as a 
concrete sharing in the self-offering 
of Christ himself. By the witness of 
their consecrated lives, they remind 
us of the seriousness of the Christian 
vocation. Baptismal consecration 
means that we hold back nothing 
from the Lord, everything belongs 
to him. Saint Therese used to say, 
“Jesus desires that everything 
belongs to him, so when I feel that 
I have nothing to offer, I offer him 
this very nothingness.” Notice too 
that the Gospel specifies that the 
parents of Jesus brought the offering 

THE CROWN  
OF THE YEAR 

NONE shall appear before me 
empty-handed, said the voice 

of God to ancient Israel. So the 
worshipper came pulling in a ram by 
the horn, or carrying a pair of doves. 
We do not come empty-handed, our 
hand being in the hand of Christ, as 
he goes onward to his sacrifice. Is he 
our victim, then, and do we lead him 
to God’s altar? Yes, he is our victim; 
he goes with us willingly, to make 
our peace with God. But do we lead 
him, or is it he that leads us? The 
question cannot be answered one 
way or the other. It is one mind that 
leads both him and us to the altar, 
but that mind is the mind of Christ, 
his mind mastering ours. His will is 
that we should offer him; yet with 
himself he offers us. He too will not 
be empty-handed; he will present us 
along with himself. And his desire 
is to present us not as empty men, 
empty hearts to God: happy if he 
can present us full of good works 
and faithful prayers since our last 
communion; if not so, then full 
at least of penitence and careful 
resolution for the coming days; but 
not empty, not just empty. 

Austin Farrer 

¶ The Crown of the Year, Dacre Press, 
Westminster, 1952, was a compilation of 
Weekly Paragraphs for the Holy Sacrament 
authored by Austin Farrer. Dr. Farrer was 
Warden of Keble College, Oxford from 
1960 until his death in 1968, and previously 
Fellow and Chaplain of Trinity College, 
Oxford (1935–60). Towards the end of his 
life he was elected Fellow of the British 
Academy. 

prescribed for the poor, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons” 
(Lk 2: 24). 

The mystery of the presentation 
prefigures the total consecration that 
baptism imposes on the Christian. 

Romanus Cessario, OP 
Perpetual Angelus 

¶ Fr. Cessario is Professor of Systematic 
Theology in Saint John’s Seminary, 
Brighton, and Senior Editor of Magnificat 
Magazine. He has been a parish retreat 
leader for us and has been our preacher 
many times. 
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to St.Peter: “… I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the powers of death 
shall not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.” This commis-
sioning of Peter follows a question 
by Jesus, “Who do men say that 
the Son of man is?” to which the 
reply is uncertain and varied: some 
say John the Baptist, others Elijah, 
others Jeremiah, and so on. People 
were confused. They wanted a Mes-
siah, and were looking for someone 
of unambiguous majesty and overt 
political power. Instead, they were 
confronted with a disconcertingly 
humble  itinerant rabbi-preacher, 
of whom many were perhaps un-
derstandably suspicious. By divine 
revelation, Peter was given the grace 
to answer correctly, to acknowledge 
and proclaim Christ as the Son of 
God. It is important for all of us, 
Catholics and potential converts 
alike, to understand clearly that the 
proper transmission of the Christian 
faith is inextricably bound up with 
the primacy of the Pope, Peter’s 
successor. St. Peter was given the 
primacy not as an honour or as a re-
ward, but in order to equip him with 
those gifts necessary for his task of 
transmitting the faith to subsequent 
generations, after Christ’s visible 
presence had left the earth.

Peter was given the primacy to 
enable him to become the servant 
of the servants of God.  Equally im-
portant is this: the transmission and 
practice of the faith are inextricably 

ON 22nd February we cele-
brate the feast of the Chair 

of St.Peter. This feastday is our 
opportunity to thank God again for 
the primacy of the Pope as chief 
shepherd of Christ’s flock. It is our 
opportunity to affirm our belief in 
the full, supreme, universal and im-
mediate jurisdiction of His Holiness 
the Pope over each and every single 
one of the faithful. Christ Himself 
is the Head of the Church, and He 
chose St.Peter and his successors to 
share and mediate that headship and 
its primacy, as servant of the servants 
of God.

We are told that a number of 
Anglicans are in the process of con-
sidering their position in the light 
of the Holy Father’s extraordinarily 
generous offer to them in his recent 
Apostolic Constitution Anglicano-
rum Coetibus, which makes canoni-
cal provision for personal ordinari-
ates for Anglicans who leave the 
Church of England and enter into 
full communion with the Catholic 
Church. It has also been said that a 
number of them are hoping to make 
a decision by the feast of the Chair 
of St. Peter this year. We must pray 
for the Holy Spirit to guide them in 
their response to the Holy Father. 
We should remember that Pope 
Benedict’s Apostolic Constitution 
is itself a response to numerous and 
repeated petitions made to the Holy 
See by various Anglican groups 
over a number of years. The Pope is 
offering them what they asked for. 
Now it is up to them, by the grace 
of God, to respond. The ball is now 
in their court.

It is well to recall the Lord’s words 

THE CHAIR OF PETER

SATURDAY MASS  
AT 9 AM

in the  
Saint Theresa Convent Chapel

The February 26th Mass will be a 
year’s-mind Mass for parishioner 
Janet Ray.

On February 12th, the Saturday Mass 
will be at 10 a.m. in Saint Lawrence 
Church, a year’s-mind Mass for Ste-
phen Molloy.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

“Christianity taught that men ought 
to be as chaste as pagans thought 
honest women ought to be; the 
contraceptive morality teaches that 
women need to be as little chaste as 
pagans thought men need be.”

Elizabeth Anscombe
¶ A quote from the 1972 paper Contracep-
tion and Chastity by Catholic philosopher 
Elizabeth Anscombe. An article titled 
“Renaissance for Outspoken Catholic 
Philosopher” appeared in the Saturday, 
January 8, 2011 edition of The New York 
Times.

Elizabeth Anscombe (1919–2001) won a 
famous debate with C.S. Lewis at Oxford 
in 1948, as a result of which Lewis revised 
the first chapter of his book Miracles. 
Fr. Rutler wrote a memoir of Anscombe 
for the September 2004 issue of Crisis 
magazine.
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bound up with being in full and vis-
ible communion with Peter and his 
successors. When Christians separate 
themselves from Peter, the faith is 
always impaired, sometimes even 
destroyed. When we unite ourselves 
with Peter, we find the proper context 
of our faith, and the authentic means 
to live it. This is the plain truth. Like 
all the truths of Catholicism, it is not 
comprehended merely by argument 
or ratiocination or negotiation. Study 
and discussion can certainly help, but 
they are never enough.

Faith is a supernatural gift from 
God. So non-Catholics who are 
considering their position in relation 
to the Catholic Church must do so, 
not in the spirit of simply “reaching 
a decision” as if this were just like 
any other human decision, weigh-
ing the arguments and assessing the 
probabilities. They should rather be 
praying with might and main for God 
to give them the fullness of His gift 
of faith, a supernatural gift from the 
Almighty which enables us to believe 
without doubting all that He has 
revealed. The fullness of that faith 
includes the doctrines of the primacy 
of St.Peter, the necessity of being in 
communion with his successor the 
Bishop of Rome, the indefectibility 

of the Catholic Church as guaranteed 
by papal infallibility, and all else that 
flows from those truths.  

We Catholics are in no position 
to be smug and complacent about 
all this. Yes, we have been given 
the gift of faith. Yes, we are in full 
communion with the Holy Father. 
Such undeserved privileges carry 
with them grave responsibilities, not 
least the imperative to give the best 
possible witness to the truths of the 
faith by what we say and do, and 
by what we are. We are also bound 
in charity to pray fervently for our 
separated brethren and to give them 
every possible encouragement and 
assistance, as brethren, as friends, 
as fellow disciples of the Lord Je-
sus. Those of us who at different 
times and in varying circumstances 
left the Church of England in order 
to become Catholics, we know that 
for any number of contingent hu-
man reasons it is often difficult to 
pursue the right path. How deep 
the difficulties can be is seen in the 
long journey made by John Henry 
Newman. He thought, and studied, 
and prayed. The most efficacious of 
these activities was, and always is, 
prayer. It is also worth remembering 
that ultimately the decision belongs 
to God and not to us.  Dominus dat 
incrementum.

If any Anglicans would like to 
talk to us about all this, please get in 
touch. We are here to help.

From the Provost

¶ This article appeared in the February 2010 
(Vol 87, No 1065) issue of The Oratory 
Magazine, the parish paper of the Brompton 
(London) Oratory.

¶The Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter is 
Tuesday, February 22, 2011.

AS noted in the November is-
sue of the parish paper, Con-

tra Mundum back issues are now 
available in book form, thanks to 
its compiler David Burt. There are 
two volumes, the first covering the 
years 1998–2003, and the second 
covering years 2003–2008. You may 
order from Steve Cavanaugh. The 
books are also available from www.
lulu.com.

David and Steve have been the 
editors, and over the years we have 
received many compliments. A re-
cent one comes from an old friend, 
The Revd. Donald Charles Lacy, a 
retired Methodist minister and noted 
ecumenist and author living in Mun-
cie, Indiana. Dr. Lacy wrote in his 
December 2010 newsletter:

Contra Mundum - What a truthful 
and challenging monthly publica-
tion this is! It comes from Associate 
Father Richard S. Bradford. You may 
contact him at the Congregation of 
Saint Athanasius, 10 Saint Theresa 
Avenue, West Roxbury, MA 02132. 
It has a “high church” and catholic 
spirit about it that gives one a breath 
of fresh air in today’s crowded field 
of “feel good” publications.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael J. 
Connolly who assisted at Epiphany 
Mass and sang the Noveritis 2011. 

Ñ The Christmas Lessons and 
Carols was videotaped by Steve 
Cavanaugh and is available on our 
parish website. Many thanks to the 
readers and singers, and especially 
to Les, Jennifer, and Janet Hunt 
for providing instrumental music 
throughout the program. And to 
those who brought food and drink 
items to the reception after the 
service. 

Ñ David Clayton, artist-in-
residence at Thomas More College 
in Merrimack, NH, recently 
completed a 13-part series, “The 
Way of Beauty” on CatholicTV. 
The first episdoe of the series may 
be viewed online at: http://www.
catholictv.com/videos/videos.
aspx?videoID=668.

Ñ The Thomas More College of 
Liberal Arts is hosting its annual 
Winter Open House on Saturday, 
February 12, 2011. Open to all high 
school students and their families, 
this event will enable those who 
are seeking an authentically 
Catholic liberal arts college to 
experience a day in the life of a 
Thomas More College student. For 
more information, contact Mark 
Schwerdt, Director of Admissions, 
at (603) 880-8308 ext. 14

Ñ Saturday Mass is at 9 a.m. in 
the convent chapel. But you might 
call ahead if planning to attend. 
Saturday, February 19th, Fr Bradford 
will be part of a parish team 
meeting with Anglicans interested 
in the Ordinariate. So there will be 
no 9 a.m. Mass on that particular 
Saturday. 

Ñ The Blessing of Throats, in 
honor of Saint Blaise Day (Feb 
3rd) will take place following the 
Candlemas Service on February 
2nd. For something on St Blaise see 
Contra Mundum Volume III, Issue 7 
(February, 2001) 

Ñ You may bring last year’s palms 
for burning beginning Sunday 
February 27th. Ash Wednesday, the 
First Day of Lent is March 9th. 

Ñ Stations & Benediction begin 
on Friday, March 11th. The next 
Evensong & Benediction is Sunday, 
March 20th. 

OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES

“The Thursday before Ash Wednes-
day (February 11, 1858) it was cold 
and the weather was threatening. 
After our dinner, our mother told 
us there was no more wood in the 
house and she was vexed. My sister 
Toinette and I, to please her, offered 
to go and pick up dry branches at the 
riverside. Jeanne Abadie, our neigh-
bour and friend, took her brother 
back to his house and returned the 
next moment telling us that she had 
leave to come with us. We decided 
to go down and taking the forest 
road we arrived at Merlasse. Then 
we went into Monsieur de la Fittes 
field, by the mill of Savy.

“Jeanne Abadie and my sister, less 
timid than I, took their sabots in their 
hands and crossed the stream. How-
ever, when they were on the other 
side they called out that it was cold 
and bent down to rub their feet and 
warm them. 

“So I had to make up my mind to 
take off my sabots and cross the canal 
as Jeanne and my sister had done.

“I had just begun to take off my first 
stocking when suddenly I heard a 
great noise like the sound of a storm. 
I looked to the right and to the left, 
under the trees of the river, but noth-
ing moved; I thought I was mistaken. 
I went on taking off my shoes and 
stockings, when I heard a fresh noise 
like the first. Then I was frightened 
and stood straight up. I lost all power 
of speech and thought when, turning 
my head toward the grotto, I saw at 
one of the openings of the rock a bush 
- only one - moving as if it were very 
windy. Almost at the same time, there 
came out of the interior of the grotto 
a golden coloured cloud, and soon 
after a Lady, young and beautiful, 
exceedingly beautiful, the like of 
whom I had never seen before, came 
and placed herself at the entrance of 
the opening, above the rose bush. She 
looked at me immediately, smiled at 
me and signed to me to advance, as 
if She had been my Mother. All fear 
had left me, but I seemed to know no 
longer where I was. Without thinking 
of what I was doing I took my Rosary 
in my hands and went on my knees. 
The Lady made with Her head a sign 
of approval and Herself took into Her 
hands a Rosary which hung on Her 
right arm. The Lady left me to pray 
all alone; She passed the beads of 

continued on page 55
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Ave. 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

OVER the years 200 men and women 
have been beatified for their heroic 

witness to the Catholic Faith in the British 
Isles during and after the Protestant Refor-
mation. Here we continue brief mention of 
some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed lawrence HumpHrey 
Martyr (1571–1591) 

THE son of a Protestant family, 
Lawrence Humphrey, of 

Hampshire, England, became well- 
read in the Bible and religious 
literature at an early age. When he 
was eighteen, he took upon himself 
the role of a Protestant polemicist, 
entering into a series of debates with 
the English Catholic priest Father 
Thomas Stanney. The zealous 
young man had the intellectual 
honesty to admit the soundness of 
Father Stanney’s arguments and 
ended by converting to the Catholic 
faith. Eager to live to the full what 
he had now embraced, Lawrence 
devoted himself whole-heartedly 
to the spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy, particularly the visitation 
of prisoners and the sick, as well as 
religious instruction. At the age of 
twenty, he was stricken with a grave 
illness. During a bout of delirium, 
he blurted out derogatory comments 
about Queen Elizabeth I, which 
were overheard by a few Protestants. 
Despite the fact that Lawrence had 
only spoken thus while delirious, he 
was arrested, tried, and condemned 
to death by hanging, drawing, and 
quartering for having spoken against 
the queen. He suffered execution on 
July 7, 1591. 
Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2008, 
Vol. 10, No. 5, p. 107. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, LLC, Dunwoodie - 201 
Seminary Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704 or Web site: www.magnificat.net. All 
rights reserved.

Blessed JoHn nelson (3) 

THE thought of the joy and 
alacrity with which the martyrs 

suffered so comforted John Nelson 
that he doubted not he himself 
would be consoled by God in the 
midst of his agony. And surely this 
courage and willingness to die came 
from this, that on the Thursday 
before his arraignment and. death 
he had cleansed his conscience by 
confession, and fortified himself by 
re- ceiving the Blessed Sacrament. 
A priest friend, wishing to be 
communicated by Nelson, fixed 
upon Candlemas day, because of the 
solemnity of the feast; but reflecting 
that such festivals are more subject 
to suspicion, they decided to defer it 
till the day after Candlemas. But Mr 
Nelson wished rather to anticipate 
the feast and to communicate upon 
the Thursday before, which was 
done, though at that time neither he 
nor any of his friends suspected that 
he would so shortly come to mar- 
tyrdom. The very next day word 
was brought him that he was to be 
arraigned on the morrow, and would 
un- doubtedly be condemned if he 
did not revoke his former words, 
and so indeed it fell out. Thus by 
God’s providence he had chosen 
the Thursday before the feast; for 
otherwise he must have died without 
the sacred viaticum for his journey 
to Heaven. 
¶ This account is taken from Mementoes 
of the Martyrs and Confessors of England 
& Wales for Every Day of the Year. The 
author is Henry Sebasiten Bowden of the 
Oratory. Edited and revised by David 
Attwater, and published by Anthony Clarke 
Books, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, 
n.d.

¶ For another account of (a different?) John 
Nelson, see Contra Mundum Vol IX, Issue 3 
(October 2006)

BRITISH MARTYRS

Her Rosary between Her fingers but 
She said nothing; only at the end of 
each decade did She say the Gloria 
with me.

“When the recitation of the Rosary 
was finished, the Lady returned to the 
interior of the rock and the golden 
coloured cloud disappeared with 
Her”.

St. Bernadette Soubirous
On the 25th of March of that year, in the 
16th appearance of the Lady to Bernadette 
Soubirous, the Lady, after three requests by 
Bernadette, revealed her name: “Que Soy 
Era Immaculada Conceptiou” (I am the Im-
maculate Conception).

¶ From Catholic Online, http://www.catho-
lic.org

¶ The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is ob-
served on February 11th.

continued from page 54
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line 
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop 
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-min-
ute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line 
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the  #51 
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to 
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus 
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at 
Lee St.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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