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LET NO ONE SLEEP

I

T is a providential coincidence that the Church
observes both All Saints’ Day
and All Souls’ Day as fall turns
into winter in this hemisphere
and signs of death in nature
serve as powerful reminders of
our frailty and mortality.
In recent years, much has been
written on the topic of death and
dying. Some of the literature has
been good; much of it, however,
has simply perpetuated modern
man’s inability to cope with
suffering and death. And so, it is
good for us believers to look at
death squarely and intelligently,
at least once a year. A wag once
remarked that there are only two
things in life you can be sure of:
death and taxes. The Church
invites us to reflect on the first
of those realities today.
As we think about the poor
souls in Purgatory, we should not
be burdened with grief, for they
are saved and the full experience
of salvation is awaited by them
in joyful hope, yet tinged with a
sorrow and pain born of eager
longing. What we need to do
is pray for their continuing
enlightenment and purification,

Lord.” The message seems to be:
Make a sensible last request, and
it will always be carried out. We
have taken her advice today by
bringing our departed relatives
and friends to the altar of the
Lord.

and that will lead us to the second aspect
of today’s commemoration: We should
begin to see how much we are like
them. They are presently in the midst
of a process of purification, which will
ultimately make them ready to encounter
their Creator and Lord in all His glory for
all eternity. Ironically enough, in death
their eyes are now fixed more surely and
directly on Christ as their final Goal than
they were in life. Their situation stands
as a silent but powerful warning to us:
Prepare now or later.
Developing a sense of proportion and
priorities is critical to living a good life
and to undergoing a happy death. St.
Monica, the mother of St. Augustine,
showed her sense of balance as her
relatives at her death bed argued about
where to bury her after her death. She
said, very simply: “Lay this old body
anywhere; just promise me this, that
you will remember me at the altar of the

Looking at death and life at this
time of year presents us with some
sobering thoughts, but also some
consoling ones. In spite of the hurt
and pain of losing a loved one, our
Christian Faith bids us celebrate
what we call the communion of
saints: the union of the saints in
Heaven and the souls in Purgatory
with us still here on earth. And so,
we remember: Death and life are
not separated by an impassable
chasm; no, they are very much
united—by a bridge of prayers.
The theology of this commemoration is matched by its poetry, its
lyricism—which many people
tend to forget. This is, after all,
a day about love’s purifying and
conquering power. Seen in this
light, our celebration might be
aided by reference to something
from the arts which could bring
all our themes together. I am
thinking of that magnificent aria
from Puccini’s Turandot, made
so popular by Pavarotti, Nessun
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dorma. It begins: “Nessun dorma!
Nessun dorma!” [Let no one
sleep]. Calef continues to sing to
his would-be Princess Turandot:
“And you, too, Princess, in your
cold room, look at the stars which
tremble with love and hope! But
my mystery is locked within me,
no one shall know my name! No,
no, I shall say it as my mouth meets
yours when the dawn is breaking!
And my kiss will dissolve the
silence which makes you mine!…
Vanish, O night! Fade, stars! At
dawn, I shall conquer! All’alba,
vincerò!”
Is it too far-fetched to see in
these two characters involved
in imperfect love, because of
Turandot’s incapacity to love
with her whole being, to see
mirror images of God and a poor
soul in Purgatory? If you know
the plot of this lovely opera, you
will recall that Calef is actually
willing to reveal his name to
Turandot—even though it will
cost him his life. As he does so,
she is transformed by his selfsacrificing love and is able to
return that love to him. In that
moment, Calef conquers—not by
his wit, not by his power, but by
his love. That, I would suggest,
my dear friends, is what happens
in Purgatory: Little by little, each
and every poor soul is confronted
by the overpowering greatness of
God’s love. Indeed, when Calef
discloses the mystery of his name
to Turandot, she proclaims for
all to hear not the name he has
whispered; instead, she cries out:
“His name is love!”
That is the lesson we hope every
poor soul in Purgatory will learn
on this day dedicated to them.
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That is the lesson we pray each of us
will learn. And until that happens,
we echo Calef’s plea: “Nessun
dorma! Let no one sleep!” Let no
one in Heaven, let no one on earth,
let no one under the earth sleep until
every member of Christ’s Mystical
Body learns that His name is Love,
for which the vigilance of our love
and prayer is needed. When our
prayerful vigilance is rewarded
and that lesson has been learned,
Christ and His entire Body will be
victorious over the forces of the
Evil One in a definitive way. From
the Cross, Christ proclaimed His
first “vincerò”; with firm trust, the
Church now echoes that hopeful
strain in union with her Lord Who
sang it first.
Or, as the old pagan Roman [but
so incredibly Christian] Virgil put it,
Omnia vincit amor [Love conquers
all]! The saints in Heaven know
this truth experientially now; the
souls in Purgatory and we still need
to apprehend the full truth of that
maxim. Interestingly, Virgil went on:
“Et nos cedamus Amori” [And let us
too give in to Love]. May today’s
holy commemoration teach us not
only that love conquers all, but that
every human being needs to give in
to Love. In this way, the God Who is
Love will be able to conquer both us
and the holy souls, thus making us
all co-conquerors with Him. Heed
the appeal: “Nessun dorma!” Claim
the promise: “Vincerò!”
Father Peter Stravinskas
¶ This sermon was preached by The Very
Revd. Peter M. J. Stravinskas at Solemn
Evensong on All Souls’ Day in 2008, when
the Congregation was using the chapel of
St. Theresa’s Church, West Roxbury. Fr.
Stravinskas’ most recent visit to us was on
October 9th this year.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ There is no Anglican Use Mass on
All Saints’ Day, Tuesday, November
1st. However it is a Holy Day of
Obligation. Check your local parish
schedule. The Mass schedule for St.
Mary’s Brookline and St. Theresa’s
West Roxbury were listed in the
October issue of Contra Mundum.
Ñ Anglican Use Mass is regularly
offered on Saturdays at 9 a.m. in the
St. Theresa Convent Chapel.
Ñ Eastern Standard Time returns
Sunday November 6th. Set your
clocks BACK one hour before 2
a.m.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass
is being conducted for financial
support of the congregation during
the coming year. Please return your
pledge card promptly and please be
generous.
Ñ Thanks to Deacon Michael J.
Connolly for assistance at Masses
and other services. He was most
recently with us for Holy Cross Day,
St. Michael’s Day, and Evensong in
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. Also
thanks to Steve Cavanaugh and Eva
Murphy for providing the reception
after Mass on St. Michael’s Day.
Ñ Advent Sunday is November
27th. (See schedule elsewhere in this
parish paper.) Check your supplies
now for Advent candles, calendars,
and devotional aids.
Ñ Fr Stravinskas’ book of Advent
Meditations will be on sale. Christmas Flower Fund envelopes will
appear. We begin using Lectionary
Year B on Advent Sunday.
Ñ Looking ahead: Anglican Use
Mass on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will be a Vigil
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Mass on Wednesday, December 7th
at 7:30 p.m. On December 8th there
will be a parish Mass in St. Lawrence
at 7:00 p.m. The Solemnity is a Holy
Day of Obligation.
Ñ Condolences to Winnie Payne
and Eileen and Darryl Brathwaite
on the death of family member
Johanna Brathwaite. May she rest
in peace.

I

THE THIEF OF
SOULS

N designing his Church God
worked with such skill that
in the fullness of time it would
resemble a single great family
embracing all men. It can be
identified, as we know, by certain
distinctive characteristics, notably
its universality and unity.

Christ the Lord passed on to his
apostles the task he had received
from the Father: I have been given
all authority in heaven and on earth.
Go, therefore, and make disciples of
all nations. He wanted the apostles
as a body to be intimately bound
together, first by the inner tie of the
same faith and love which flows
into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, and, second, by the external
tie of authority exercised by one
apostle over the others. For this he
assigned the primacy to Peter, the
source and visible basis of their
unity for all time. So that the unity
and agreement among them would
endure, God wisely stamped them,
one might say, with the mark of
holiness and martyrdom.
Both these distinctions fell to
Josaphat, archbishop of Polock
of the Slavonic rite of the Eastern
Church. He is rightly looked upon

ALL SOULS’ DAY

Wednesday, November 2, 2011
Solemn Requiem Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
as the great glory and
strength of the Eastern
Rite Slavs. Few have
brought them greater
honor or contributed
more to their spiritual
welfare than Josaphat,
their pastor and apostle,
especially when he gave
his life as a martyr for
the unity of the Church.
He felt, in fact, that
God had inspired him
to restore worldwide
unity to the Church
and he realized that
his greatest chance of success lay
in preserving the Slavonic rite and
Saint Basil’s rule of monastic life
within the one universal Church.

were in common use among Eastern
Christians, including the dissidents.
Thus thoroughly prepared, he set out
to restore the unity of the Church.
A forceful man of fine sensibilities,
Concerned mainly with seeing he met with such success that his
his own people reunited to the opponents dubbed him “the thief of
See of Peter, he sought out every souls.”
available argument which would
Pope Pius XI
foster and maintain Church unity.
¶ This excerpt is taken from the Encyclical
His best arguments were drawn Letter Ecclesiam Dei. The feast day of St.
from liturgical books, sanctioned Josaphat is Saturday, November 12th.
by the Fathers of the Church, which
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RENUNCIATION

U

NLIKE the sales agreements
and slick advertisements that
promise the moon and hide the
real costs in the fine print on the
last page, Our Lord Jesus tells His
would-be followers up front to
count the cost of discipleship before
signing up. They are to let nothing
interpose itself between their souls
and the call of God. In that light,
the requirement to “hate” father
and mother does not seem so harsh.
[The New American Bible waters
down the Greek with this business
about “turning his back on father
and mother.” But the Greek word is
“hate.”]
It is hyperbole. It reminds us that
Christianity is a call to renunciation
and that sometimes stern measures
must be taken against anything
competing with personal allegiance
to Jesus Christ.
Martin de Porres knew first hand
that Christian disciples required
stern measures. He was an illegitimate child, son of a mixed marriage.
His mother was a freed woman,
either native American or African
negro. The term “half-breed” was a
cruel title Martin must have known,
or “war souvenir” as the euphemism went. Even baptismal records
could be coldly legal with “father
unknown” entered in the register.
Martin could have chosen the path
of least effort and resistance and
grown up to be a bitter man. But he
did not. Locked into the low level
of society of Lima, Peru, Martin
had something that was decisive.
He had Jesus Christ for his Lord.
It is easy to say that as our assessment, looking back on one who was
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canonized a saint! Hindsight can be
THE COMING OF
20/20. But it must not blur the fact
CHRIST
that persevering in Christian charity was not easy for Martin, and
LL the trees of the forest will
often required those stern measures
exult before the face of the Lord,
Christ warns His followers to take, for he has come, he has come to
and which we to our peril often ig- judge the earth. He has come the first
nore.
time, and he will come again. At his
Count the cost, and daily pray for first coming, his own voice declared
the courage to put what we say we in the gospel: Hereafter you shall
believe into action, beginning with see the Son of Man coming upon
giving our own selves, body and the clouds. What does he mean by
hereafter? Does he not mean that the
soul, over to Christ’s control.
Lord will come at a future time when
When Jesus gives us by illustration all the nations of the earth will be
the question “what king sets out to striking their breasts in grief? Previfight against another?” it is because ously he came through his preachers,
He Himself is battling against the and he filled the whole world. Let us
kingdom of Satan. And He is look- not resist his first coming, so that we
ing not for camp-followers but may not dread the second.
soldiers for the fight. Soldiers like
What then should the Christian
Martin de Porres.
do? He ought to use the world, not
Holy Martin, pray for us.
become its slave. And what does this
Father Bradford mean? It means having, as though
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford not having. So says the Apostle: My
in St. Theresa of Avila Church on Novem- brethren, the appointed time is short:
ber 3, 1999. November 3rd is the Feast Day from now on let those who have wives
of St. Martin de Porres. It is a Thursday live as though they had none; and
this year.
those who mourn as though they were
not mourning; and those who rejoice
as though they were not rejoicing;

A

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 24, 2011
Sung Mass & Sermon
10:00 a.m.
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and those who buy as though they
had no goods; and those who deal
with this world as though they had
no dealings with it. For the form of
this world is passing away. But I
wish you to be without anxiety. He
who is without anxiety waits without
fear until his Lord comes. For what
sort of love of Christ is it to fear his
coming? Brothers, do we not have to
blush for shame? We love him, yet
we fear his coming. Are we really
certain that we love him? Or do we
love our sins more? Therefore let
us hate our sins and love him who
will exact punishment for them. He
will come whether we wish it or not.
Do not think that because he is not
coming just now, he will not come
at all. He will come, you know not
when; and provided he finds you
prepared, your ignorance of the
time of his coming will not be held
against you.
All the trees of the forest will exult.
He has come the first time, and he
will come again to judge the earth;
he will find those rejoicing who
believed in his first coming, for he
has come.
He will judge the world with equity
and the peoples in his truth. What
are equity and truth? He will gather
together with him for the judgment
his chosen ones, but the others he
will set apart; for he will place some
on his right, others on his left. What
is more equitable, what more true
than that they should not themselves
expect mercy from the judge, who
themselves were unwilling to show
mercy before the judge’s coming.
Those, however, who were willing
to show mercy will be judged with
mercy. For it will be said to those
placed on his right: Come, blessed
of my Father, take possession of the

kingdom which has
been prepared for
you from the beginning of the world.
And he reckons to
their account their
works of mercy:
For I was hungry
and you gave me
to eat; I was thirsty
and you gave me to
drink.
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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST
THE KING

What is imputed
Sunday, November 20, 2011
to those placed on
Solemn Mass & Sermon
his left side? That
11:30 a.m.
they refused to
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
show mercy. And
5:00 p.m.
where will they go?
Depart into the everlasting fire. The hearing of this coming of the judge who will judge
condemnation will cause much the world in equity and the peoples
wailing. But what has another psalm in his truth.
said? The just man will be held in
Saint Augustine of Hippo
everlasting remembrance; he will not
fear the evil report. What is the evil ¶ This is an excerpt from a discourse on
the Psalms.
report? Depart into the everlasting
fire, which was prepared for the devil
and his angels. Whoever rejoices to
THE HOLY
hear the good report will not fear the
ANDREW
bad. This is equity, this is truth.
The holy Andrew then arose in the
Or do you, because you are unjust,
morning, and he went to the sea
expect the judge not to be just? Or bewith his disciples, and he saw a ship
cause you are a liar, will the truthful
on the shore and three men sitting
one not be true? Rather, if you wish
in it. And he rejoiced with great joy
to receive mercy, be merciful before
and said to him, “Brother, where do
he comes; forgive whatever has
you intend to travel with this small
been done against you; give of your
ship?” The Lord Jesus Christ was in
abundance. Of whose possessions
the ship as the helmsman, and his
do you give, if not from his? If you
two angels with him were changed
were to give of your own, it would
into the likeness of men. The Lord
be largess; but since you give of his,
Christ then said to him, ‘’To the city
it is restitution. For what have you
of Mermedonia.” The holy Andrew
that you have not received? These are
answered him and said, “Brother,
the sacrifices most pleasing to God:
take us with you on the ship and
mercy, humility, praise, peace, charbring us into that city.” The Lord
ity. Such as these, then, let us bring
said to him, “All men flee from that
and, free from fear, we shall await the
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city; why do you want to go there?”
The holy Andrew answered him and
said, “We have a small errand there,
and we have need to complete it
there.” The Lord Jesus Christ said
to him, “Ascend to us into this ship
and give us our travel money.”
The holy Andrew answered him,
“Listen brother, we do not have
the fare, but we are disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ whom he chose.
And he gave us this commandment
and said, ‘When you go to preach
the Gospel, do not take with you
bread or money or two cloaks.’ If
you then will do us mercy, tell us
quickly. If you will not, at least tell
us the way.” The Lord said to him,
“If this commandment was given
to you from your Lord, ascend here
with joy into my ship.”

The
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The holy Andrew then ascended
into the ship with his disciples, and
he sat by the helmsman of the ship,
who was the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Lord Jesus Christ said to him, “I
see that these brothers are tired of
the choppiness of the sea. Ask them
whether they want to disembark
and await you there, until you fulfill
the service for which you are sent
and come again to them.” The holy
Andrew said to them, “My children,
do you want to disembark and await
me there?” His disciples answered
and said, “If we leave you, then
we will be exiles from all the good
things that you have prepared for
us, so we will be with you wherever
you travel.”

disciple who is called Christ, speak
to your disciples about the miracles
your teacher did, so that their hearts
might be cheered and they might
forget the terror of the sea.” The holy
Andrew then said to his disciples,
“One time when we were with our
The Lord Jesus Christ spoke to Lord, we embarked with him in a
him about them. “If you are truly his ship, and he appeared to us as if he
were sleeping in order to tempt us
and caused a great choppiness upon
the sea from the wind, so that the
First Sunday of
waves themselves were heaved over
ADVENT
the ship. We were very afraid and
called to him, the Lord Jesus Christ,
and he then arose and commanded
Sunday, November 27,
the wind to be still. Then a great
2011
calmness came upon the sea, and all
Litany in Procession
who saw his work were afraid. Now
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Fourth Communion Service then, my children, do not be afraid,
because our God will not forsake
11:30 a.m.
us.” And when he said this, the holy
A PROCESSION WITH Andrew set his head upon one of his
CAROLS FOR ADVENT disciples and slept.
5:00 p.m.
Anglo-Saxon Spirituality
A reception will
¶ This excerpt is taken from a collection
follow the service.
of Anglo-Saxon Christian literature from
c. 660–1066, and was translated and
published in 2000 by Paulist Press.
¶ Saint Andrew’s Day is Wednesday,
November 30th.
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British Martyrs & Confessors

O

VER the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness
to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed George Napper
Priest and Martyr (1550–1610)
FTER spending almost nine
years in prison for being
a Catholic, George Napper, of
Oxfordshire, England, lost his
courage and procured his release
in 1589 by consenting to recognize
Queen Elizabeth I as supreme
head of the Church in England.
Subsequently repenting, Napper
became a Catholic priest, secretly
serving the English faithful for
seven years. On July 19, 1610,
he was captured by government
agents. Although he was searched,
he managed to conceal two
consecrated hosts he was carrying,
thereby preventing a sacrilege
against the Eucharist. A breviary
and holy oils were found, and were
used to condemn him to death for
being a priest. Father Napper’s
friends obtained a stay of execution.
But when Father Napper ministered
to a death-row inmate, reconciling
him with the Catholic Church,
Protestant ministers, enraged by this
conversion, demanded the priest’s
punishment. Upon being questioned
about the incident by two officials,
Father Napper readily admitted
what he had done, adding that he
would willingly “do as much for
their lordships.” On November 9,
1610, Father Napper was executed
bv drawing and quartering.

Robert Drury
Jesuit
ORN in Middlesex, converted
when a boy of fourteen, this
Robert Drury became a Jesuit and a
celebrated preacher. On 5 November
1623 he was preaching at Hunsdon
House, the French ambassador’s
residence in London, formerly a
Dominican priory, on the merciless
servant, to a congregation of some
three hundred persons assembled
in the upper floor. He enlarged on
man’s debt to God, and the account
to be rendered; on God’s mercy in
cancelling the debt; and on man’s
hardness of heart towards God and
his neighbours. After the sermon
had gone on about half-an-hour, the
floor suddenly gave way, and the
congregation was thrown through
the second floor, twenty-four feet
to the ground, and lay crushed and
buried beneath a mass of boards,
beams and human bodies. Nearly
eighty people perished, among them
another Jesuit, Father Whittington,
who was said to have converted
a hundred and fifty persons that
year. The Puritans regarded the
catastrophe as a judgement of God
on the papist idolaters. The Catho
lics comforted themselves and one
another with the assured hope of
salvation for the dead, many of
whom that morning had confessed
and communicated.

Reprinted from M agnificat , November
2009, Vol. 11, No. 9, p. 141. With permission of Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822,
Yonkers, NY 10702. To order call 1-866273-5215 or Web site: www.magnificat.com.
All rights reserved.

This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastien Bowden of the Oratory.
Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Weathampstead, Hertfordshire, n.d.
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Collect for the First Sunday of Advent

A

LMIGHTY God, give us
grace that we may cast away
the works of darkness, and put
upon us the armor of light, now
in the time of this mortal life
in which thy Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he
shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the quick
and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who
liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Ghost, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

¶ The Book of Common Prayer instructed that the above collect be prayed daily
throughout Advent, together with the
other collects appointed. This remains a
profitable custom, as it daily reminds us of
our Savior’s nativity and future coming
in glory.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Hi
ve
ll A
Boylston St. (Rte 9)

e
Le

ser

vo

ir R

d.

He
at
h

Re

St
.

.
St

Contra Mundum

Elio
tS
t.

C

ad

g Ro

nin
han

ut
tn
es
Ch

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: Green line
to Kenmore Square terminal. Bus #60, has a stop
in front of the Church. The Church is a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle Green Line
station. On weekdays and Saturdays only the #51
bus route which runs from Cleveland Circle to
Forest Hills via Hancock Village is a 3-minute bus
trip from Chestnut Hill/Reservoir, which stops at
Lee St.
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