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CARDINAL O’MALLEY ON DOCTOR-ASSISTED SUICIDE

I

AM grateful to your pastor
and the parish staff for this
opportunity to talk to you today
on the occasion of the twentieth
World Day of the Sick. We
celebrate World Day of the Sick
each year on the Feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes in order to pray
for the sick and the dying and for
those in the healing professions.
Saint Paul exhorts us today to be
imitators of Christ, who stretches
out his hand in compassion
toward the sick. This is the
model that we as Christians have
emulated for centuries in our
hospitals, nursing homes, and
treatment centers.
Unfortunately, this model
of compassion is now being
threatened.
In
November,
citizens in Massachusetts likely
will be asked to vote whether
doctor-assisted suicide should
be a legal and normal way to
care for the terminally ill. That
is why it is so important for me
to talk to you now about the
so-called “Death with Dignity
Act.” If passed, the referendum
would allow an adult resident
of Massachusetts—diagnosed
with fewer than six months to
live—to request and receive a
prescription for a lethal drug.

They worry about being abandoned
or becoming a burden on others.
For all these reasons, the ability to
exercise control over the time and
circumstances of death can appear
attractive.

Proponents of this bill want us to believe
that this is a compassionate response to
the plight of people who have a terminal
illness. It is not. We are called to comfort
the sick, not to help them take their own
lives. As the Catholic Bishops of the
United States said in their recent statement
on assisted suicide: “True compassion
alleviates suffering while maintaining
solidarity with those who suffer. It does
not put lethal drugs in their hands and
abandon them to their suicidal impulses,
or to the self-serving motives of others
who may want them dead.”
People fear the dying process and
the possibility of being kept alive by
burdensome medical technology. They
fear intolerable pain and suffering, losing
control, or lingering with severe dementia.

Proponents of assisted suicide
say that the Church wants people
to suffer and that Catholics are
obliged to accept every treatment
available. This is simply not true.
Burdensome and futile treatments
may be refused as in the case
of older patients who need not
have risky surgery or painful
chemotherapy in order to gain a
few more months of life.
The 5th Commandment states
“Thou shall not kill.” This certainly
includes killing to alleviate
suffering. Doctor-assisted suicide
occurs when a doctor assists the
patient to end his own life, even
when not directly administering the
lethal drug. It is doctor-prescribed
death. Blessed Pope John Paul II
said: “To concur with the intention
of another person to commit
suicide and to help in carrying it
out through so-called ‘assisted
suicide’ means to cooperate in, and
at times to be the actual perpetrator
of, an injustice which can never be
excused, even if it is requested.”
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There is a slippery slope leading
from ending lives in the name of
compassion to ending the lives of
people with non-terminal conditions.
Doctors in the Netherlands once
limited euthanasia to terminally
ill patients; now they provide
lethal drugs to people with chronic
illnesses and disabilities, mental
illness, and even melancholy.
There is also evidence that the
legalization of doctor-assisted
suicide contributes to suicide in the
general population. This is true in
the state of Oregon which passed
doctor-assisted suicide in 1994.
Now, suicide is the leading cause
of “injury death” and the second
leading cause of death among 15
to 34 year olds. The suicide rate in
Oregon, which had been in decline
before 1994, is now 35 percent
higher than the national average.
Doctor-assisted suicide is being
presented as a way for the terminally
ill to have greater freedom at the
end of life. However, it would
create pressures to limit our
freedom, because it could establish
an expectation that certain people
will be better served by being
dead, a dubious premise indeed!
It creates a class of people—those
whom doctors predict will live six
months or less—for whom suicide
should be facilitated, even made
to seem attractive. It also opens
the door for financially-motivated
organizations
like
insurance
companies and managed-care plans
to someday encourage and pressure
those at the end of their life to
think that doctor-assisted suicide
is an attractive option. Legalization
of doctor-assisted suicide would
compromise the practice of
medicine. The Hippocratic Oath
that has guided doctors for more
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than two thousand years says, “I will
not give a lethal drug to anyone if I
am asked, nor will I advise such a
plan.” Doctors and nurses are known
for this devotion to heal and the
refusal to assist in killing. Assisted
suicide would compromise this
ancient ethical code and the practice
of medicine itself. It is important for
you to know that the Massachusetts
Medical Society voted recently by
an overwhelming majority not to
support this referendum.
There are large flaws in the bill
itself. For one thing, it requires that
a doctor determine that the patient is
capable of asking for lethal drugs,
but there are no explicit criteria for
assessing the mental capacity at the
time of the request, nor is there a
mandate to assess mental capacity at
the time of the suicide. The bill also
requires two witnesses to attest to
the patient’s competence, but one of
the witnesses can be a total stranger,
and another can be the sick person’s
heir. Alfred Hitchcock would make
movies about this stuff. Also the
law does not require that anyone
witness the suicide, so there is no
way to know for certain that the act
was voluntary. Finally, the death
certificate lists the underlying disease
as the cause of death, not assisted
suicide. This creates underreporting
and a legalized deception.
Indeed this initiative is on the ballot
in part because of the deceptive way
in which the required signatures
were obtained. Last fall, proponents
of this bill solicited signatures from
Massachusetts citizens as part of the
process for getting it on the ballot.
You may have been approached and
asked to sign the petition. People
who were asked to sign reported
that the petition was presented as
a bill to “aid the terminally ill.” In

fact, the bill does not use the word
“suicide” because, as the lawyer
for the organization promoting the
bill has said, the word “suicide”
is inflammatory. Instead, it talks
about “aid in dying” or “A-I-D.”
The major organization behind this
effort also changed its name from the
“Hemlock Society” to the deceptive
“Compassion and Choices.”
Suicide is always a tragedy. A vote
for assisted suicide would be a vote
for suicide. For that reason, I ask
you now to do three things to help
stop doctor-assisted suicide from
becoming law in Massachusetts.
First, pray for people who are
seriously ill and dying, and for their
caregivers. Visit the sick, which is
one of the corporal works of mercy.
Second, avoid believing the
misleading and seductive language
of “dignity,” “mercy,” “compassion”
or “aid in dying” that proponents of
the legislation will use to describe
assisted suicide.
Third, educate yourselves as much
as possible on assisted suicide and
share that knowledge with others.
Brochures, prayer cards, bulletin
inserts and other materials have been
prepared for you and are available in
your parish. Please visit the website
www.SuicideisAlwaysaTragedy.org
which has been created to educate
people on this issue.
Our society will be judged by
how we treat those who are ill and
the infirm. They need our care and
protection, not lethal drugs. As the
Bishops wrote last year:
We as Catholics should be
leaders in the effort to defend
and uphold the principle that
each of us has a right to live
with dignity through every
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day of our lives. Let us join
with other concerned citizens,
including disability rights
advocates and members of
the healing professions, to
stand for the dignity of people
with serious illnesses and
disabilities and promote lifeaffirming solutions for their
hardships. We should ensure
that the families of people
with terminal illnesses will
never feel they have been
left alone in caring for their
needs. The claim that the
“quick fix” of an overdose
of drugs can substitute for
these efforts is an affront to
patients, caregivers and the
ideals of medicine.
When we grow old or sick and
we are tempted to lose heart, we
should be surrounded by people
who ask “How can I help you?”
We deserve to grow old in a society
that views our cares and needs with
a compassion grounded in respect,
offering genuine support in our final
days. The choices we make together
now will decide whether this is the
kind of caring society we will leave
to future generations.
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ASCENSION DAY
VIGIL MASS

Wednesday, May 16, 2012
7:30 p.m
Holy Day of Obligation
Procession, Solemn Mass
& Sermon.
Collect

O Almighty God, whose blessed Son
our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far
above all heavens that he might fill all
things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise,
he abideth with his Church on earth,
even unto the end of the ages; through
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

IN THEIR OWN
WORDS

The Tuesday April 3rd edition of
The New York Times carried a
story under the headline PUSH
FOR THE RIGHT TO DIE
GROWS IN THE NETHERLANDS. And the minor blurb in
the story says “Mobile euthanasia
teams will now help patients die
at home.” Apparently the latest
development makes euthanasia
much like ordering a pizza delivery. What The Times isn’t telling
us is that elderly Dutch men and
women are fleeing to Germany,
in order to avoid home delivery.

Let us work together to build a
civilization of love—a love which is
stronger than death! God bless you.
Sean Patrick Cardinal
O’Malley, OFM.Cap.
¶Cardinal O’Malley is Archbishop of
Boston.

The Corporal Works of Mercy
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SHORT NOTES

AND WAS MADE
MAN

Ñ“The Suffering of the Innocents”
a symphony by Kiko Argüello will
be performed in Symphony Hall at
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 6th. Our
congregation has been alloted five
free tickets to the performance.
Contact the chaplain for details.

T

HE incorporeal Word made his
own properties of the body, as
being his own body. Why, when the
body was struck by the attendant, as
suffering himself he asked, “Why
do you smite me?” (Jn. 18:23)...For
what the human body of the Word
suffered, this the Word, dwelling
in the body, ascribed to himself,
in order that we might be enabled
to be partakers of the Godhead of
the Word. And truly it is strange
that he it was who suffered, and
yet suffered not. Suffered, because
his own body suffered, and he was
in it, which thus suffered; suffered
not, because the Word, being by
nature God, is impassible. And
while he, the incorporeal, was in
the passible body, the body had in
it the impassible Word, which was
destroying the infirmities inherent
in the body. But this he did, and
so it was, in order that he himself,
taking what was ours and offering
it as a sacrifice, he might do away
with it...
Now this did not come to pass
putatively, as some have supposed:
far be the thought but the Savior
having in very truth become Man,
the salvation of the whole man was
brought about. For if the Word were
in the body putatively, as they say,
and putatitve is meant imaginary,
it follows that both the salvation
and the resurrection of man is
apparent only, as the most impious
Manichaeus held.
But truly our salvation is not merely
apparent, nor does it extend to the
body only, but the whole man, body
and soul alike, has truly obtained

Ñ Easter thanks from the Bradford
family for gifts and cards presented
to them on occasion of “The
Queen of Feasts.” Your kindness
and support is much appreciated.
Ñ Bishop Richard Lennon was
our first chaplain. He observes the
anniversary of his becoming Bishop
of Cleveland (2006) on May 15th.
salvation in the Word himself. That
then which was born of Mary, was
according to the divine Scriptures
human by nature, and the body of
the Lord was a true one; but it was
this, because it was the same as our
body.
Saint Athanasius
¶Athanasius (c. a.d. 296–373) was Bishop
of Alexandria. It was because he was so
completely absorbed in the work of a pastor,
he recognized to the full the importance of
an adequate dogmatic belief. His resolute
character as well as his theology was the
outstanding factor in the defeat of the Arian
heresy. Feast day is May 2nd.

Ñ The League of Catholic Women
will hold its annual gathering during
May. Watch for details in The Pilot.
The League is open to all women
in the Archdiocese of Boston.
Ñ On Saturday, May 19, 2012, the
New England Catholic Homeschool
Conference will be held at Saint
Monica’s Parish in Methuen, MA.
This marks the first time that the
Conference will be held in the
Archdiocese of Boston! The keynote
speakers are Danielle Bean from
Catholic Digest and Faith & Family,
Allison Gingras from Reconciled
to You Ministries, Maureen
Wittmann from Homeschool
Connections
and
Father
Edward Riley, Spiritual Director
and Liaison to homeschooling
families of the Archdiocese of
Boston. For more information,
and to register, visit www.
NewEnglandHomeschool.com.
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WOMEN’S UNIQUE
GOD-GIVEN GIFTS
To the Editor:
If the sacrifices of good mothers
could have saved the world, it
would have happened long ago!
Yes, there is truth to that and we are
in danger of losing the heart of what
motherhood at its best has always
given us.
There is a precious uniqueness
about being a woman and a mother.
There are certain gifts—indeed,
monopolies—that have been given
to them. Sadly, little by little, they
are being demeaned under various
guises and perhaps at worst heading
for eradication.
I share with you a minimum of
four, much needed by all of us.
First, they can give birth to human
life. God the Father chose a woman
to give birth to his Son, Jesus the
Christ. Sometimes we seem to
forget she is the Blessed Virgin

Our sign up for summer altar flowers
will begin Memorial Day weekend.
A sign-up chart will be available
May 27th. You may bring arrangements from your garden or a florist.
We require two large arrangements
for the high altar or either one or
two smaller vases for the Marian
altar. You may take your flowers
home with you after Mass. But be
sure to sign up to avoid duplication
of flowers one week and none the
next. Many thanks.

Mary, proclaimed to be “Blessed are
you among women.” Her presence
among Christians continues to be
one of power and holiness!
Second, they can lovingly care
for their husbands in ways other
women cannot. For more than half
a century, I have observed and
celebrated brides promising to “love
him, comfort him, honor and keep
him…” Other women should not
take their place. Why? Because it is
rightfully theirs!
Third, they can love their children
in ways no other women can. The
reality is they are from their bodies
and that is very special—even
miraculous! Many women today
need help in caring for their children.
Yet, remember day cares come and
go, but mothers are forever!
Fourth, they can reverence God
in ways men cannot. Hopefully,
they will never sell this short. The
centuries tell us the redemption of
the male gender is often seen in
experiencing women who have a
moral code and spiritual sensitivity
superior to theirs. Often men know
this better than women!
So the Spirit of the living God
communicates to us an imperative
ongoing truth. As humanity
continues its revolutions and
evolutions, women must be inspired
and enabled throughout the world to
take their God-give gifts intact with
them.
Rev. Donald Charles Lacy
¶ This letter to the editor appeared in The
Catholic Moment, the newspaper of the
Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana. Dr. Lacy,
an ordained Methodist minister, was a wellknown ecumenist. He died on February
29th. May he rest in peace.
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SACRED
ASSOCIATIONS

T

HERE is a very touching
suggestion in today’s gospel
about Our Lord’s sorrows and what
He did about them. It says that after
His escape from confrontations with
the Jews, Jesus went away again
beyond the Jordan to the place where
John baptized, and stayed there three
months. It seems from what St. John
tells us that this was a spot Christ
visited from time to time.
That would be understandable.
It was here beyond Jordan that the
Lord Himself had been baptized by
John. It was a moment when the Holy
Ghost brought superabundant grace.
It was where the all-knowing Father
proclaimed His infinite love for the
Son in Whom He found nothing but
perfection. And not far from this
place Our Lord had triumphantly
overcome Satan during the first
Lenten forty days. So it was to this
place Jesus returned to strengthen
His human soul for the coming
Passion.
In this way Our Lord shows He
does not scorn an environment full
of sacred association in order to be
strengthened in His human nature.
Nor should we scorn such places
and associations. The Lord ratifies
our need to return to God’s past
mercies and places when we are
facing anxiety and trouble. We are to
follow the Lord’s example and store
our minds with the memory of the
Divine comfort we have received and
every revelation of God’s kindness
and tenderness to us.
Father Bradford
¶A sermon preached in St. Theresa of Avila
Church on March 30, 2012.
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ABOUT THE
CREED

N learning and professing the
faith, you must accept and
retain only the Church’s present
tradition, confirmed as it is by the
Scriptures. Although not everyone
is able to read the Scriptures, some
because they have never learned
to read, others because their daily
activities keep them from such
study, still so that their souls will not
be lost through ignorance, we have
gathered together the whole of the
faith in a few concise articles. Now
I order you to retain this creed for
your nourishment throughout life
and never to accept any alternative,
not even if I myself were to change
and say something contrary to what
I am now teaching, not even if some
angel of contradiction, changed
into an angel of light, tried to lead
you astray. For even if we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach
to you a gospel contrary to that
which you have now received, let
him be accursed in your sight. So
for the present be content to listen
to the simple words of the creed
and to memorize them; at some
suitable time you can find the proof
of each article in the Scriptures.
This summary of the faith was not
composed at man’s whim; the most
important sections were chosen from
the whole Scripture to constitute
and complete a comprehensive
statement of the faith. Just as the
mustard seed contains in a small
grain many branches, so this brief
statement of the faith keeps in its
heart, as it were, all the religious
truth to be found in Old and New
Testament alike. That is why, my
brothers, you must consider and

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
or Whitsunday
Sunday, May 27, 2012
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon

Acts 2:1–11 lesson read in foreign languages
Wear RED on Pentecost
preserve the traditions you are now
receiving. Inscribe them across your
heart. Observe them scrupulously,
so that no enemy may rob any of you
in an idle and heedless moment; let
no heretic deprive you of what has
been given to you. Faith is rather
like depositing in a bank the money
entrusted to you, and God will
surely demand an account of what
you have deposited. In the words
of the Apostle: I charge you before
the God who gives life to all things,
and before Christ who bore witness
under Pontius Pilate in a splendid
declaration, to keep unblemished
this faith you have received, until
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
You have now been given life’s great
treasure; when he comes the Lord

will ask for what he has entrusted
to you. At the appointed time he will
reveal himself, for he is the blessed
and sole Ruler, King of kings, Lord
of lords. He alone is immortal,
dwelling in unapproachable light.
No man has seen or ever can see
him. To him be glory, honor and
power for ever and ever. Amen.
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

From a catechetical instruction
St. Cyril (c. a.d. 315–386) was a younger
contemporary of St. Athanasius, and like
him suffered exiles from his see and a life of
turbulence. While Athanasius was present
at the Council of Nicea in the opening years
of the fourth century, Cyril was present at
the Council of Constantinople at its close.
It is from these two councils that we have
received the creed we recite each Sunday.
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British Martyrs & Confessors

O

VER the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic
witness to the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

THE BRIDEGROOM’S VOICE
Blesseds John Houghton, Robert
Lawrence and Augustine Webster
Carthusian monks

J

OHN HOUGHTON, the first
individual to die for his faith in
penal times in England, was born in
Essex and educated at Cambridge
during the chancellorship of St.
John Fisher. To avoid his parents’
matrimonial plans for him, he took
refuge with a priest and was duly
himself ordained. After four years
of priesthood he entered the London
Charterhouse, of which he became
prior, and was pre-eminent for his
observance and holiness. When the
oath of supremacy was about to be
tendered he was joined by Prior
Lawrence from Beuvale and Prior
Webster from Axholme. After trying
in vain to obtain some mitigation of
the oath, which they refused to take
without a guarding clause, they were
committed to the Tower, when the
king’s commissaries and Thomas
Cromwell himself endeavoured
uselessly to gain their submission.
Accordingly, they were tried at
Westminster, and the jury, after
twenty-four hours’ delay, terrified
by Cromwell’s threats, found them
guilty of treason. On 4 May 1535
they were dragged in their habits on
hurdles to Tyburn, there to be, with
John Haile and Richard Reynolds,
the first of Henry’s victims to gain
the martyr’s crown. As St. Thomas
More saw them pass, from his cell
in the Tower, he said they looked as

“cheerful as if they were bridegrooms
going to their marriage,” and their
bright smiling faces were unchanged
to the end.
THE LAST OF HIS LINE
Thomas Goldwell
Bishop of St. Asaph

H

E was born probably at the seat
of his family at Great Chart
in Kent; he was a scholar of All
Souls, known as a mathematician,
and became rector of Cheriton. He
became chaplain of the English
hospice in Rome, and joined the
order of Theatine clerks regular. By
Queen Mary I he was promoted to
the see of St. Asaph in North Wales,
where he showed his zeal in reestablishing ecclesiastical discipline.
On Elizabeth’s accessing he made his
escape and played a prominent part
among exiled English Catholics. He
assisted at the Council of Trent, and
helped to found the English College
with the endowments of the hospice.
Prevented by ill health and age from
returning to give his life in England
as he desired, he died in Rome on
3 April 1585, aged eighty-five, the
last of the ancient English hierarchy,
and no unworthy representative of
his best predecessors.
These accounts are taken from Mementoes
of the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastian Bowden of the Oratory.
Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, n.d.

MEMORIAL DAY
IS MAY 28th

Memorial Day Masses celebrated
by the parish clergy of St. Theresa
of Avila Church are scheduled for
10:00 a.m. in Saint Joseph’s and
Mount Benedict Cemeteries in West
Roxbury.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

