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NOTES FROM THE CHAPLAIN
“Lord, only say the word.”
T the end of the Gospel
accounts, after assuring
His followers that He would
not leave them, Our Lord
Jesus ascended into Heaven!
It is an apparent contradiction!
And either we must solve the
contradiction or else the Gospel
is not good news. In the normal
course of events the disciples
had relied upon the physical
bodily presence of the Lord.
So in just what way, we must
ask, and those standing outside
the Catholic religion certainly
do ask, in just what way does
Christ fulfill His promise, “I am
with you always”?
To find the answer we must
go back to the night before
Jesus died on the Cross. For it
was then that He showed the
apostles how His promise was
to be fulfilled. He gave them
bread and wine accompanied by
the solemn declaration of words
that these were His Body and
Blood, and with the command
that His followers should repeat
His action.
Today is the Solemnity of
Corpus Christi, which the
universal Church keeps on the
Thursday after Trinity Sunday.

A

It is what this solemnity commemorates,
the Body and Blood of Christ in the
mystery of the Blessed Sacrament, that
is such a stumbling block for want-tobe Christians and for many who actually
call themselves Christians. For many of
these people can accept the wonderful
and miraculous events: God becoming a
baby and born of a Virgin, and allowing
Himself to be crucified, and rising from
the dead and appearing and disappearing
to His followers, and founding a Divine
Society to continue His work and
presence on earth. But having accepted
all this, these same people stumble over
the assertion that Almighty God still
dwells with us specifically in the Blessed
Sacrament and gives Himself to us under
the outward apearance and material form
of bread and wine.

Let it be said right away that
if Jesus is not God then our
belief in the Blessed Sacrament
is meaningless. For what good
would it do for a mere man to give
us his body and blood? But let it
also be said that in the history of
Christianity, it is an observable
fact that where the truth of the
Real Presence has been denied
or neglected, there has been an
erosion and steady drift away from
belief in the divinity of Christ.
Many people point to various
incidents in the Bible that allude
to some vague application of
bread and wine, or a meal, as the
ongoing sign that Christ Jesus
wanted to use such things for
“fellowship” with us. The miracle
at the Cana wedding feast is
usually cited in this regard, and so
is the miraculous feeding of 5000
on the Galilean hillside.
But we get closer to understanding what Christ did in the
Eucharist, and what the Church
therefore teaches, by considering
Jesus standing next to the dead
body of Jairus’ daughter. Or in
the centurion’s request that the
Lord help his servant. For at Cana
there was a transmaterialism,
the material of water became the
physical material of wine. That is
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not what the Blessed Sacrament is
about. And in the Feeding of the
5000 it was a multiplication of
loaves. Neoither does that describe
the Eucharist. But when Jesus said
those two Aramaic words talitha,
cumi, “little girl, I say to thee arise”
she did. Life entered a lifeless
form at the words of the One Who
once upon a time, a long time ago,
had said, “let there be light, and
there was light.” And here we are
getting close to what we mean by
The Body and Blood of Christ. In
a wonderful way, a centurion who
was not even a follower of Jesus,
would understand this before just
about anyone else, and in asking
for help for his servant said, “Lord,
only say the word.”
So when Christ said the word,
“Lo, I am with you always” it
was not His reference to some
vague, remote and future, memory
of His presence. It was not the
beginning of a two-thousand-yearand-running nostalgia trip! Jesus
wasn’t giving a lukewarm promise
that He would think about us from
Heaven! Rather, He was talking
about the Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar.
The Eucharist is the extension
and completion of the Lord’s
Incarnation. Just as He came to
be the treasure and the life of His
Apostles, and their reward, strength,
and refreshment, so too He comes
to our altar and our tabernacle to
be those things for us. Our God of
Glory Who for love of us hadn’t
a second thought about becoming
a baby and shivering in a cradle
in an open stable in Bethlehem,
comes in the lowly form of bread
and wine in order to apply, and
continue, and repeat, the same
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benefits of His Incarnation for each
one of us. “Christ in the Sacraments
is not altogether unlike Christ in the
crib” said Bishop Andrewes. And
the Lord Jesus invites us to come
to His Sacramental Presence with
our needs, offering our praises,
sympathizing with His sufferings,
uniting ours to His, confessing our
sins, and assuring Him of our Love…
all of those things the disciples in
the Galilean hills could do.
Just as in the Incarnation, the
earthly concealed the heavenly, for
not everyone knew Him, so too in
the Sacrament of the Altar. One form
of the Lord’s Presence is not more
marvelous than the other. And this
Solemnity of Corpus Christi bids us
to constantly keep in mind this close
and abiding connection between
the comings of Christ historically
and sacramentally. Corpus Christi
invites us to do this for the defense
of the Catholic Faith, and for the
increase of our personal devotion to
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached by Father
Bradford at Evensong on Corpus Christi
in 2007.

SUMMER ALTAR
FLOWERS
You may sign up now for a Sunday
to provide flowers for either the high
altar of the Marian altar. The high
altar requires two arrangements of
an ample nature, the Marian altar one
smaller arrangement. The flowers
may be from your own garden, or
your florist. We do have a variety of
vases at the church should you need
one or two. After Mass you may take
your flowers home. But do sign up.
The flower chart will be available
after Mass at coffee hour.

AN OLD STORY

One day St. Augustine was walking
by the seaside trying to find a way to
explain the Holy Trinity to people.
As he walked, the bishop saw a little
boy carrying water in a shell from
the sea and pouring it into a hole
he had made in the sand. “What are
you doing?” asked Saint Augustine.
To which the boy replied, “I am
emptying the sea into this hole.”
“You cannot do that,” replied the
Saint, “because the Sea is so very
big and that hole is so very small.”
And then the great St Augustine
knew that he was trying to do
something like that. He was trying
to put into his tiny little mind all the
wonderful things about God. God is
too Great, too Perfect, and too Holy
to be contained in our minds.
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How Did Things
Get Like This?

T
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
HOLY TRINITY
Sunday, June 3, 2012
11:30 a.m.
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Athanasian Creed

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 p.m.
a reception follows this service

HE saga of the manufacture
of modern Anglicanism is a
fascinating one. Until relatively
recently, Anglicans relied for stability on what was called ‘Hooker’s
three-legged
stool’—Scripture,
tradition, and reason. (There was a
degree of chicanery in attributing
the notion to Richard Hooker, who
would never have agreed that its
three elements ought to have equal
emphasis; but no matter.) Provincial
autonomy, in those days, was not a
doctrine; it was an accusation.
In the seventies of the last
century this idea was radically
altered by giving the stool a fourth
leg: ‘experience’. Contemporary
experience (the Zeitgeist) soon
displaced reason, replaced tradition
and became the criterion by which
Scripture was judged and found
wanting. It was a wind that blew all
hedges down.

For liberal Anglicans, who have
effectively gained control of the First
IN THEIR OWN WORDS
World provinces, the three-legged
stool has subsequently given way
[John
Henry] ¶This excerpt is taken from an address to another trinity: the remarriage of
Newman
has “The Anglican Newman and Recent divorcees, the ordination of women,
Developments” given at the 2010
been remaindered Portsmouth Institute at Portsmouth and the blessing of same-sex unions.
too often to the
Abbey School, Portsmouth, Rhode Island. These are taken to be self-evidently
pantheon
of A former Episcopal priest, he graduated desirable ‘developments’. That the
beloved intellects The General
three are inextricably linked and that
whose
poetic Theological
they are a deliberate challenge to the
Seminary
charm overcame one
authority of Scripture and tradition
year
the distractions of their religion, the ahead of Fr.
is clear from the reasoning of even
same way tempermentally fragile B r a d f o r d .
their most moderate proponents.
revisionists played down Francis Fr. Rutler
Geoffrey Kirk
of Assisi as a mystical stigmatist, is Pastor of
Church of
¶Fr. Geoffrey Kirk is an Anglican priest
and turned him into an ecological Our Savior,
who was secretary of the conservative
birdbath ornament.
New
York
Father George Rutler

City.

group Forward in Faith at the time he
wrote this in January 2004.
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On the Sacred Heart

C

OULD Jesus have found any
more touching figure by which
to show forth the Father’s love than
this of his Heart? For the heart, the
center of feeling and emotion, is the
symbol of love all over the world.
Doubtless what this Heart
expresses directly is Jesus’ human
love for us. But this love is itself
but the manifestation and concrete
expression of the Divine Love
which Jesus has in common
with his Father…The Heart of
Jesus, revealing the Heart of the
Father!…
O Jesus, how can our hearts remain
hardened and doubt of the Love of
God, when they behold Thy Heart
all burning with divine charity
ceaselessly lit from the flame of
Infinite Love?
Humanity, for its own sake, was not
worthy of God’s love. On account
of the exceeding love he had for
it, and because he is rich in Mercy,
the Father sent his Son among men
so that in him, now become one
of them and recapitulating all, he
might be able to give them all his
Love.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to Fr. James J.
O’Driscoll for being our celebrant
and preacher on Sunday, May
3rd. He has been with us on many
occasions dating right back to our
foundation in 1997. Fr. O’Driscoll
is parochial vicar in Holy Family
Church, Rockland. He was recently
our preacher at Evensong on April
22nd.

The Father contemplates the Heart
of his Son, and therein finds repose.
He can say: “This is the Heart of
my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased,” because there he finds the
whole sum of filial love he expects
from mankind.
For Thy sake, O Jesus, and because
thou has taken us to thyself, our
humanity can be so much loved by
the Father as to be raised even to the
fellowship of the Trinity.
Emile Guerry
¶ Emile Guerry (1981–1969) was a French
cleric and writer, prominent in Catholic
social action. He was Archbishop of
Cambrai. This excerpt it taken from a series
of meditations titled “God the Father”
(1947). The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus is June 15th.

Ñ We are sorry to report the death
of Deacon J. Scott Abercrombie on
May 3rd. He was a permanent deacon
assigned to St. Lawrence Church
where he ran a Bible Study group
for many years. Dr. Abercombie had
a long and distinguished career in
medicine before ordination. He will
be missed not only by his family
but also by his parish family. May
he rest in peace.
Ñ Many thanks to Pentecost readers
who read the Acts 2:1–11 lesson
in a foreign language. This year’s
readers were Wilfrid Veldkamp
(Dutch), Joe McLellan (French),
Peter Kreeft (German), David Burt
(Greek), Eva Murphy (Italian),
Philip Crotty (Latin), and Steve
Cavanaugh (Spanish).
Ñ Homecomings: Dr. Jessica
Bradford is in the United States on
holiday during late April and all of
May before returning to the practice
of medicine in Tanzania in early
June. Althea Cavanaugh returned
from a semester studying in France,
and is now in Buffalo, NY for the
summer as a research assistant . She
is a student at Bowdoin College.
Ñ There is Saturday Anglican Use
Mass at 9 a.m. in the St Theresa
Convent Chapel. Enter by the side
door nearest the school.

Contra Mundum
Ñ The annual conference of the
Anglican Use Society will be held in
Kansas City, Missouri on November
8–10, 2012. Featured speakers will
include Msgr. Jeffrey N. Steenson,
ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate
of the Chair of St. Peter, Fr. Ian
Kerr and Fr. John Jay Hughes.
The conference is being jointly
hosted by the Parish of St. Therese,
the Little Flower, pastored by Fr.
Ernie Davis and by the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph, led by His
Excellency Bishop Robert Finn.
More information is available at
www.anglicanuseconference.com.
Ñ A Parish Picnic is being planned
for Sunday, July 22nd after Mass.
Rain date is Sunday, July 29th.
Ñ A REMINDER: Steve Cavanaugh
has edited a book titled ANGLICANS
AND THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH, Reflections on Recent
Developments. It is available from
Ignatius Press.
Ñ On Sunday, July 1st we will begin
using the Fifth Communion Service
setting of the Mass, composed by
Leo Sowerby. It is numbered 747–
749 in The Hymnal 1940. With it
we will use the Old Scottish Chant,
Gloria in Excelsis (739).
Ñ The Solemnity of Saints Peter and
Paul is Friday, June 29th. Masses in
Saint Theresa of Avila Church are at
6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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Fatherhood and Saint Joseph

O

N the Oak Street side of our
church there is a side altar
dedicated to St. Joseph and two
stained-glass windows depicting
scenes from the life of St. Joseph.
The first is explicitly Scriptural: the
dream of St. Joseph, related in St.
Matthew’s Gospel, when the angel
of the Lord tells Joseph not to fear to
take Mary as his wife for “that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost” (Matt 1:20). The second is
implicitly Scriptural: the death of St.
Joseph, attended by Jesus and Mary.
It may be inferred from the evidence
of the Gospels that St. Joseph died in
the latter part of the Hidden Life of
Jesus (that is, from the time Jesus was
12until he began His Public Life about
the age of 30). At the Wedding Feast
of Cana (John 2), Joseph is not present
nor is he mentioned among the other
living relatives of Jesus (Mark 6:3).
He is only mentioned by people as the
father of Jesus: “Is not this the son of
Joseph?” (Luke 4:22). As He hung
dying on the Cross, Jesus entrusted
St. John with the care of His mother,
a further sign that Jesus Himself had
assumed the guardianship of Mary in
Joseph’s place.
How significant it is that, although
Jesus has God as His Father and
Mary’s conception is miraculous
and virginal, God still made sure
that Christ should know the human
experience of having a father. Some
theologians have proposed that
Joseph deserves the title of “Virginal
Father” of Jesus, as Mary is called
His Virginal Mother in order not to
underestimate the role of St. Joseph
in Christ’s human formation.
St. Joseph is not just a “stand-in”
for the sake of appearances. At the
time of Christ’s coming-of-age, when

for three days the Boy Jesus is left
behind in the Temple and Joseph and
Mary are looking for him, Mary says
to Him upon finding Him: “Son, why
hast thou done this to us? Behold
THY FATHER and I have sought
thee sorrowing” (Luke 2:48). And
then, when He returns to Nazareth,
He “was subject to THEM” (Luke
2:51)—that is, to Joseph, as well as to
Mary. St. Joseph acted as a real father
to Jesus: it was from him that Christ
learned how to be a man, how to
work, how to look after His mother,
how to take His place alongside the
other men in the synagogue and give
true worship to the God of Israel.
Over twenty years ago, commenting
on the fashionable rage against
“patriarchy” from within the feminist
movement, theologian Fr. Hans
Urs von Balthasar said that the real
problem in the West was that we
have become “a fatherless and a
motherless” society. How simply and
cleanly we can return to our senses
by pondering the fact that when
Christ, in His Incarnation, restored
all things, that included being a child
nurtured by two parents: a male father
and a female mother, and living in an
ordered household where His father
Joseph was the head.
May St. Joseph, model and patron of
all men who are fathers and heads of
households, intercede for our fathers
on this Father’s Day Sunday, 2008.
Fr. Charles J. Higgins
¶ This article appeared in the June 15,
2008 parish paper of Mary Immaculate of
Lourdes Parish, Newton, Mass., of which
Fr. Higgins is the pastor. He has been our
celebrant and/or preacher many times,
most recently at Evensong in May 2011.
Fathers’ Day is June 17th.
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John the
Baptist

J

OHN’S praiseworthiness is
founded on the gifts God gave
him in his office. He was gifted
while he was still in the womb,
when he emerged from the womb,
in his life in the world, and in his
departure from the world.
In his mother’s womb he had the
wondrous gift of a threefold grace.
First came the grace by which he
was made holy in the womb, so
that he was sanctified before he was
born; (Jer 1:4f): “Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I sanctified
you.” Second was the grace by
which he was made worthy to
prophesy, as when by leaping in
his mother’s womb he recognized
the presence of God. Chrysostom,
in order to show in what ways John
was more than a prophet, says: “It
befits a prophet to receive the gift
of prophecy for the merit of his way
of life and for his faith. Did it befit
a prophet to be a prophet before
he was a man?” Moreover, the
custom was to anoint prophets, and
when the Blessed Virgin greeted
Elizabeth, Christ anointed John as
prophet in the womb, according to
what Chrysostom says: “Therefore
Christ made Mary salute Elizabeth,
so that the words, proceeding from
the womb of his mother where
Christ dwelt, would enter through
Elizabeth’s ears and go down to
John in order to anoint him there as
a prophet.”
Third was the grace that enabled
him by his merits to pass on to
his mother the spirit of prophecy.
Chrysostom, continuing to show

THE NATIVITY OF
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
Sunday, June 24, 2012
11:30 a.m. Solemn Mass & Sermon

6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Benediction
A reception follows this service.
Please note the later than usual time of 6:00 p.m.
how John was more than a prophet,
says: “Which of the prophets,
by being a prophet, could make
someone else a prophet? Elijah,
indeed, anointed Elisha as a prophet
but did not confer on him the grace
of prophesying. John, on the other
hand, while still in his mother’s
womb, bestowed the knowledge of
the coming of God into her house
upon his mother, and opened her
mouth to the word of confession
of faith, so that she recognized the
dignity of the one whom she did not
see in person, saying, ‘Why is this
granted to me, that the Mother of
my Lord should come to me?’”
Blessed Jacobus de Voragine

¶ Blessed Jacobus de Voragine (1230–
1298) was an Italian chronicler and
Archbishop of Genoa, whose The Golden
Legend was one of the most popular works
of the Middle Ages.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
The forgiveness of sins still remains
the sole ground of all peace.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
¶ This is an excerpt from “No Rusty Swords”
(tr. 1956 by John Bowden, Harper & Row).
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(1906–1945) was a
German
Lutheran
pastor executed by
the Nazis for being
implicated in the plot
to assassinate Hitler.
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British Martyrs & Confessors

VER the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness to
the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation.
Here we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

The Dignity of the Priesthood
Venerable Francis Ingleby
Secular Priest

H

E was the son of Sir William
Ingleby, of Ripley, Yorkshire,
and studied law in London. After
making good way in his profession
he went to Rheims, was ordained
priest, and returned to the English
mission in 1584. He worked with
success in his own country, and
it was for harbouring Mr. Ingleby
and others that Margaret Clitherow
underwent her cruel martyrdom.
Once, when in company with Mr.
Lassie, a Catholic gentleman,
outside the bishop’s residence at
York, the lattter knelt to receive his
blessing. The action was observed
from the windows by two chaplains
of the bishop, who could not
understand the paying such a mark
of respect to one so poorly dressed.
They therefore made inquiries, and
had him apprehended as a priest.
When reproached by a gentleman
of good birth for so far debasing
himself as to become a priest,
Ingleby replied that he made more
account of his priesthood than of all
other titles whatever. During his trial
they endeavoured in vain to make
him disclose what Catholics he had
frequented, and they interrupted his
speech on other matters with railings
and blasphemies, so that he was
never allowed to finish a sentence.
He suffered, with great constancy,
at York, on 3 June 1586.
This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastian Bowden of the Oratory.

Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, n.d.

Blessed William Greenwood
Religious and Martyr († 1537)
ILLIAM Greenwood, a
Carthusian monk, was one of
ten religious of the order’s London
monastery, the Charterhouse, who
on May 18, 1537, refused to join
twenty of their fellow Carthusians in
taking King Henry VIII’s anti-papal
oath of supremacy. Eleven days later,
these ten men, who had remained
faithful to the pope, were brought to
a London prison, where they were
chained in a standing position with
their hands bound behind their backs,
left thus to starve to death. Over a
four-month period, they perished
one by one. Brother William died
on June 6, 1537. In 1886, these
Carthusians, along with a large
number of other English martyrs,
received “equivalent beatification,”
a papal declaration granting the title
of “blessed” without requiring the
usual procedures for beatification.
This is done when there is clear
evidence of a long-standing or wellfounded tradition of venerating an
individual as holy. It was a series of
frescoes authorized by Pope Gregory
XIII (1572–1585), depicting these
martyrs in the company of English
saints, that proved crucial in Pope
Leo XIII’s 1886 decision to beatify
the martyrs.

W

Reprinted from Magnificat, June 2011,
Vol. 13, No. 4, p. 100. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.
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Summer Events at
Thomas More College in NH
Our friend David Clayton is offering
a week long class in iconography this
summer at Thomas More College from
Monday, July 23rd through Saturday,
July 28th. Participants arrive on Monday
between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m., and can depart
after 9:00 a.m. on July 28. The program
cost is $1,395.
The Way of Beauty Retreat, during which
participants will learn about traditional
culture and how it reflects the rhythms and
patterns of the cosmos. and how the cycles
and rhythms of the liturgy participate in the
same heavenly standard, will be offered
on two weekends, Friday, July 6th through
Sunday, July 8th and Friday, August 3rd
through Sunday, August 5th. Participants
arrive on Friday evening at 4:00 p.m. and
depart after Mass and brunch on Sunday.
The retreat cost is $300.
More information on these programs is
available at www.thomasmorecollege.edu/
summerprogram.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

