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Who spake by the prophets
Itchy Joe laughs every day.  

A Sunday School 
mnemonic for the major 

prophets:  
Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel

somEtImES the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Holy 

trinity, can seem like an ‘also 
ran’. the Apostles’ Creed 
begins its concluding section 
with a simple: I believe in the Holy 
Ghost before continuing with a 
structured list of five other not 
immediately related articles of 
faith. the original Creed from 
the Council of Nicaea (a.d. 
325) ends with a simple and 
unelaborated and in the Holy 
Spirit. And not really until the 
Council of Constantinople (a.d. 
381) and other contemporary 
statements of faith do we 
witness a blossoming of 
specified attributes of the Holy 
Spirit, as we know it today in 
our own “Nicene” creed: 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
the Lord and Giver of Life,  
Who proceedeth from the Father 
[and the Son],  
Who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and 
glorified,  
Who spake by the prophets. 

the last of these attributes, 
Who spake by the prophets, 
may seem anticlimactic but 
actually deserves a special 
attention and even more so 
during the Lenten period. 

Among other early creeds, for 
example in that one still in 
use in the Armenian church 
we hear:

We believe also in the Holy 
Ghost,  
the uncreated,  
the perfect one,  
who spoke through the Law 
and the Prophets,  
who descended to the Jordan,  
[who] preached to the Apostles,  
and [who] dwelt in the Saints.

this phrase Law and the 
Prophets refers to two of the 
three major components of 

the Hebrew Bible, what we 
refer to as the old testament.1 
as when our Blessed Lord says 
(matt. 5:17): 

Think not that I am come to destroy 
the Law or the Prophets: I am 
come not to destroy, but to fulfill. 

or again (Lk 16:29, 31) 
They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them…
If they hear not Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from 
the dead. 

So who are these prophets 
through whom the Holy 
Ghost has spoken and what 
importance do they hold for 
us? 

Our tradition enumerates five 
‘major’ prophets, and, of 
course, one must realize that 
the term prophet could apply to 
many others, beginning with 
Abraham, through moses and 
miriam and Deborah, even 
David, the so–called ‘former 
prophets’, to John the Baptist 

1  the traditional Hebrew term for the 
Bible Tanakh uses an acronym based 
on the initial letters (tnk) of torah (the 
Law, the Pentateuch or five books of 
moses), Nevi’im (the former and latter 
prophets, and ketuvim (the writings, 
i.e. eleven historical and poetic books 



Page 66     Contra Mundum

refugees of that time: 
God will prevail. 

Repent, and turn again to the 
Lord, your God. 
Deacon m. J. Connolly 

¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael J. Connolly 
is incardinated as Archdeacon in the 
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our 
Lady of Nareg in the United States 
and Canada and teaches linguistics in 
Boston College. He assists frequently 
in the Anglican Use. His most recent 
contribution to Contra mundum was 
in November 2016.

THE SHADOW  
OF CHRIST 

The TrIuMPh of Jesus on 
Palm Sunday was actually 

a march toward Calvary, and he 

the Lord our God. 2

ezekiel (Iezekiēl) labored to 
maintain worship of the one 
true God among the exiled 
Israelites in Babylon and to 
prepare a despairing and 
vulnerable people for their 
eventual restoration. 

Daniel (Daniēl) delineates 
the step–by–step rise toward 
recognition of the power of the 
God of Israel at the Babylonian 
court and Daniel’s winding 
up in the lions’ den after 
being slandered by envious 
officials, then followed by four 
remarkable visions of Daniel 
which look forward less to 
a messianic future than to a 
universal world kingdom. 

When the Prophets speak, then, 
as the Creed tells us, the Holy 
Spirit is speaking. they serve 
as God’s megaphone, with a 
message not only for the people 
of Jerusalem, falling away from 
their God or in exile, but for His 
people now. 

In reading and studying these 
prophets the message remains 
the same, the twofold message: 
‘God will prevail’, and ‘Repent, 
turn back to Him, before it is too 
late’. the present-day horrors 
of the so-called Islamic State 
and of the entire middle East 
and the rest of a troubled world 
pale against the atrocities that 
were raging at the time of the 
Prophets, through whom the 
Holy Spirit was speaking to the 

2  the Greek Septuagint, but not the 
Hebrew Tanakh, has the book of Baruch, 
attributed to the secretary of Jeremiah 
and containing as its last chapter a so-
called Epistle of Jeremiah.

and ultimately to the King 
of the Prophets, our Blessed 
Savior, Jesus, the Christ. 

We should look at the major 
prophets first and save the 
twelve minor prophets for 
another occasion. their 
minority does not stem from 
their importance but merely 
from the relative brevity of 
their writings compared with 
those of the ‘major’ prophets.

Isaiah (Jesaia, Ēsaias) serves 
for many as the high point 
of old testament prophecy 
in the four Songs of the 
Suffering Servant of God (Isa 
42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, 52:13-
53:12), and a foreseeing of 
the Redeemer, just as we 
draw numerous messianic 
references at Christmastide 
in our reading of Isaiah.  
But Isaiah, as all the other 
prophets, calls to repentance, 
and the notion of prophecy 
as a foretelling of the future 
must occupy a secondary, 
however exciting, role. 

Jeremiah (Ieremias) speaks out 
so severely that we even call a 
bitter complaining about the 
state of our society a jeremiad. 
He revealed the coming 
destruction of Jerusalem and 
preached not only repentance 
but also submission. 

Lamentations (threni, 
Thrēnoi), attributed to 
Jeremiah, with their striking 
poetry (How doth  the city sit 
solitary that was full of people! 
Lam 1:01) find their way into 
the Holy Week office and 
exhort us to turn ourselves to 

STATIONS & 
BENEDICTION

Our final offering of Stations 
and Benediction during Lent 
takes place on Friday, April 7th 
at 7:30 p.m. in Saint Lawrence 
Church, Chestnut hill. The 
preacher will be Fr. Jurgen 
Liias.
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as others who have no hope”; that 
they may understand by his touch 
that consolation does not consist 
in the expectation of a temporal 
deliverance from pain, but in the 
confidence which receives it as a 
pledge and recognizes it as love. 

Jesus puts into our hands his 
glorious cross, his saving cross, his 
cross symbolic of the likeness and 
the love between him and us.

Fr. Antonin Sertillanges, OP 

¶ Father Sertillanges (1863–1948) was a 
French Dominican philosopher and writer. 
This excerpt is taken from Spirituality, 
published by McMullen Books, Inc. in 
1954. 

knew it. Thus the triumph of the 
Christian to baptism, confirmation, 
first Communion, marriage, the 
priesthood or religious profession, is 
and ought to be a march to Calvary. 
happy are they who realize this, 
consent to it, and find in this very 
truth their consolation. 

If God were to explain himself to 
us, it would be easy for him to prove 
the reasonableness of our trials and 
the wisdom of his providence. But 
there is another subject demanding 
explanation and a further occasion 
for wisdom in the fact that he does 
not explain himself. 

The mystics are right in weeping 
today over the pain of Christ, for 
it is eternal pain. The cross is the 
shadow of Christ, accompanying 
him everywhere and, as it were, 
indistinguishable from him. Jesus 
Christ calls unto himself those who 
suffer that they may find in his 
doctrine the explanation for their 
suffering instead of succumbing to 
the mystery or contenting themselves 
with miserable interpretations; that 
they may discover in his teaching 
their consolation, rather than allow 
themselves to be crushed “even 

THE HOUR FOR 
WHICH HE CAME 

One dOeS nOT hAVe to hold 
to Jesus’ divine omniscience 

to explain his foreknowledge of his 
terrible end: any perceptive observer 
of the religious or political scene 
could have seen what was in store for 
him, given his countercultural and 
disturbing work. Jesus was indeed 
rejected by everyone—his most 
intimate followers, his countrymen, 
people of all political stripes and 
persuasions, the roman occupiers—
because his light was incompatible 
with all forms of darkness. In this 
sense, the cross was nothing but the 
consequence of his convictions, his 
cut ting words, his divine judgment 
on sinful humanity. 

But the first Christians saw 
something more in the cross, 
something awful and strange: it 
was not simply a human tragedy, 
but rather the climax of a kind of 
divine comedy. At the deepest level, 
the cross was the reason for the 
Incarnation, the “place” to which 

God longed to go, the throne that he 
wished to mount. As Jesus says so 
often in the Gospels, the passion is 
the “hour” for which he came, the 
undoubted climax of his life and 
ministry, that indispensable element 
in his work of revelation. And more 
to the point, this hour is appreciated 
as something that God the Father 
wants. The cross does not simply 
happen to Jesus as an unfortunate 
and tragic accident; rather, it is, in 
a mysterious way, willed by God 
precisely as the telos or goal of his 
self-disclosure. 

Bishop robert Barron 

¶ This is an excerpt from the book And 
now I See. Crossroads Publishing. 1998. 
The author is auxiliary bishop of Los 
Angeles and former rector of Mundelein 
Seminary in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

UNSHAKABLE 
SERENITY 

The PerFeCTIOn of brotherly 
love lies in the love of one’s 

enemies. We can find no greater 
inspiration for this than grateful 
remembrance of the wonderful 
patience of Christ. he who is more 
fair than all the sons of men offered 
his fair face to be spat upon by sinful 
men; he allowed those eyes that rule 
the universe to be blindfolded by 
wicked men; he bared his back to 
the scourges; he submitted that head 
which strikes terror in principalities 
and powers to the sharpness of 
the thorns; he gave himself up to 
be mocked and reviled, and at the 
end endured the cross, the nails, 
the lance, the gall, the vinegar, 
remaining always gentle, meek and 
full of peace. 

In short, he was led like a sheep to 
the slaughter, and like a lamb before 
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Wentworth, for assisting with the 
March 12th luncheon provided 
before our parish meeting. 

Ñ Condolences of the congregation 
go to Laurie and Steve Cavanaugh 
on the death of Laurie’s father 
George on February 26th. May he 
rest in peace. 

Ñ As many of you are aware our 
deacon Tom Burke has suffered 
several relatively minor strokes 
recently, which have nevertheless 
compromised his ability to continue 
to live alone. Our parishioners, 
notably Corrine Paige and Kevin 
Mcdermott, have been providing 
much needed pastoral care. Many 
thanks to them from us all. Please 
keep deacon Tom in your prayers. 

Ñ Also in the “behind the scenes” 
department but much appreciated, 
is the fine work Kevin McDermott 
has done creating lovely posters/
fliers we have been using to 
promote special services. each is 
a work of art. And many thanks to 
deacon Michael Connolly who has 
been reworking our customary for 
Masses and evensongs in order to 
make sure we do not go bump in the 
night! 

Ñ On March 21st, our sister parish 
in San Antonio, Our Lady of the 
Atonement, the first Anglican 
use parish, was received into the 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. 
Fr. Christopher Phillips, founding 
pastor, has been named the pastor 
emeritus.

Ñ We recently learned that former 
parishioner Scott Seago’s family 
has suffered a horrific fire at their 
home on March 4th, in which his 
wife Lucinda and 4 of their 5 
children lost their lives. The town 

SHORT NOTES 
Ñ April 2nd is the anniversary of 
the death of Pope St John Paul II 
in 2005. During his pontificate the 
Catholic Church began allowing 
the ordination of Pastoral 
Provision priests and the erection 
of Anglican use parishes. 

Ñ On April 3rd Father Bradford 
will offer a pro-burial Mass for 
the repose of the soul of Sarah 
Grayson in the chapel in david 
Burt’s home in Teaticket. Service 
time is 10:00 a.m. You are most 
welcome to join us. rSVP.

Ñ The deadline for Easter flower 
memorials and thanksgivings is 
April 9th. Memorials are listed in 
the Easter service leaflets. 

Ñ Many thanks to Bishop Arthur 
Kennedy, Fr. david Barnes, 
Bishop emilio Allue, and Fr. 
Peter Stravinskas, who along with 
Fr. Bradford and deacon Michael 
Connolly have been our preachers 
in recent weeks. 

Ñ Thank you to Steve Cavanaugh 
and Judie Bradford for hosting 
the reception following evensong 
on March 5th, and to Steve and 
Judie, Peggy evers, and Anne 

the shearers he kept silent, and did 
not open his mouth. 

Who could listen to that wonderful 
prayer, so full of warmth, of love, 
of unshakable serenity—Father, 
forgive them—and hesitate 
to embrace his enemies with 
overflowing love? Father, he says, 
forgive them. Is any gentleness, any 
love, lacking in this prayer? 

Yet he put into it something more. 
It was not enough to pray for them: 
he wanted also to make excuses 
for them. Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they 
are doing. They are great sinners, 
yes, but they have little judgment; 
therefore, Father, forgive them. 
They are nailing me to the cross, 
but they do not know who it is that 
they are nailing to the cross: if they 
had known, they would never have 
crucified the Lord of glory; therefore, 
Father, forgive them. They think it is 
a lawbreaker, an impostor claiming 
to be God, a seducer of the people. 
I have hidden my face from them, 
and they do not recognize my glory; 
therefore, Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are 
doing. 

If someone wishes to love himself 
he must not allow himself to be 
corrupted by indulging his sinful 
nature. If he wishes to resist the 
promptings of his sinful nature he 
must enlarge the whole horizon of 
his love to contemplate the loving 
gentleness of the humanity of the 
Lord.

Further, if he wishes to savor the 
joy of brotherly love with greater 
perfection and delight, he must 
extend even to his enemies the 
embrace of true love. 

But if he wishes to prevent this 
fire of divine love from growing 
cold because of injuries received, 
let him keep, the eyes of his 
soul always fixed on the serene 
patience of his beloved Lord and 
Savior. 

Saint Aelred 

¶ Saint Aelred (1110–1167) was abbot 
of Rievaulx in North Yorkshire and 
considered the most influential English 
monk of the 12th century. This excerpt 
is taken from his Mirror of Charity 
(c.1142). 
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The Congregation of Saint Athanasius
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Boston

Serving the Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of St. Peter

HOLY WEEK 2017

Palm Sunday, April 9th

11:30 a.m. ........................................Blessing & distribution of Palms 
Solemn Procession - The reading of the Passion 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Wednesday in Holy Week, April 12th

7:30 p.m. .................................................................................Tenebrae 

Good Friday, April 14th

3:00 p.m. ......................................... The GOOd FrIdAY LITurGY 
The reading of the Passion - The Solemn Collects 

Veneration of the Cross 
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified 

Holy Saturday, April 15th

9:00 a.m. ...................................................................The Altar Service 
7:30 p.m. ..............................................The GreAT eASTer VIGIL 

Blessing of the Paschal Candle - The Prophecies 
renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Easter Day, April 16th

11:30 a.m. ...............................................................Solemn Procession
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

SATURDAY ANGLICAN 
USE MASS

8:00 a.m.

St. Theresa of Avila Church at 
the Marian altar

¶ On holy Saturday, April 15th, by 
ancient tradition there is no Mass. 
The Altar Service is celebrated in 
St. Lawrence Church, Chestnut 
hill, at 9:00 a.m.

¶ The April 22nd Mass is a year’s-
mind Mass for parishioner ronald 
Jaynes.

A reminder that 
the easter Mass 
c o l l e c t i o n s 
benefit the work 
of the Clergy 
r e t i r e m e n t 
Fund of the 
Archdiocese of 

Boston. The fund provides housing 
and medical benefits for the retired 
priests of the archdiocese. Please 
be generous.

of Warwick has a contact at http://
bit.ly/?21UGNPo. donations are 
also being received at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Church, 84 K Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. Mention 
that it is for the Seago Family



Page 70     Contra Mundum

CHILDREN, HAVE 
YE ANY MEAT? 

In TOdAY’S GOSPeL Peter, on 
impulse, says “I am going fishing.” 

After the three-year itinerant ministry 
of the Lord, and with the passion and 
death of the Master, and his own 
denial of Jesus, spinning in his head, 
Peter wants to go back to something 
he knows and can control. 

Long before, those of the group 
who were fishermen had been called 
to give up that occupation and 
become “fishers of men.” But the 
other disciples fall in with Peter’s 
suggestion and so they go off in a 
boat together. 

Although they are skilled fishermen, 
and nighttime is the best time for 
fishing, they caught nothing. Is it any 
wonder? These men have been called 
to serve God. So any occupation of 
their own choosing leads nowhere. It 
produces no result. It ends in failure. 
The Lord has not called them to fish. 
Therefore they catch nothing. 

And then morning comes. Jesus is 
seen as a stranger standing on the 
shore. But because the apostles are 
so full of self-choosing and their 
own bad luck, they do not recognize 
the Lord. It had been that way with 
Mary Magdalene, and with the two 
disciples on the road to emmaus. 

Jesus says “Children, have ye any 
meat?” The Lord knows full well 
what has been going on. And the 
last thing the risen Lord needs is 
earthly food! But here is his special 
sympathy and tender, fatherly care for 
men who have so quickly forgotten 
their true calling. They have come 
up against the brick wall of failure 
and perhaps deserve a dressing down 
for it. But instead, what do they get 
from the Savior? “Children, have ye 
any meat?” Jesus gets them to admit 

¶ Percy Dearmer (1867–1936) was an Anglican priest and liturgist 
who had a strong influence on the revival and spread of traditional and 
medieval English musical forms. He was editor of The english hymnal 
and The Oxford Book of Carols, working alongside Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and Martin Shaw. 

Therefore easter is not simply one great 
feast among others, but the “Feast of 
feasts;’ the “Solemnity of solemnities;’ 
just as the eucharist is the “Sacrament 
of sacraments” (the Great Sacrment). 
St. Athanasius calls easter “the Great 
Sunday” and the eastern Churches 
call holy Week “the Great Week.’ The 
mystery of the resurrection, in which 
Christ crushed death, permeates with 
its powerful energy our old time, until 
all is subjected to him. 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
1169 
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The revd.  
richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain

Saint Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston St. 

Chestnut hill, Mass. 
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the un-
dercroft after Mass

rectory:  
767 West roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.
wordpress.com

EVENSONG and  
BENEDICTION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Solemn evensong & Benediction

Second Sunday of easter  
divine Mercy Sunday

April 23, 2017
6:00 p.m.

Father romanus Cessario, OP, preaching

¶ Fr. Cessario is Professor of Systematic Theology in Saint John’s 
Seminary and Senior editor of Magnificat magazine. In 2013 the 
dominican Order conferred upon Fr. Cessario the title and degree of 
Master in Sacred Theology. 
¶ Note the later start time for this service. 

their failure. And then at the Lord’s 
command there is an enormous catch 
of fish. For even in the job of fishing, 
to which the Lord has nOT called 
them, obedience to his word makes 
all the difference. 

how tenderly the Lord Jesus 
teaches us that there is no success for 
his servants except in following his 
will. And it is then that the Beloved 
disciple declares, “It is the Lord.” 
he says this not because the light 
is now better so they can recognize 
Jesus. It is not because this Stranger 
had directed them to where the fish 
were. It is because they have obeyed 
His word that they at last recognize 
the Lord Jesus. 

There is not one of us who has 
not resisted, if not rejected, God’s 
call to us. If so, we have good 
company, going all the way back 
to the original disciples at the Sea 
of Galilee. 

But his patience and tenderness 
is for us still, as we seek to do 
things first our own way, only to 
come to realize that it is only by 
obedience to Jesus that we too will 
come to recognize the Lord. 

Father Bradford 

¶ A sermon preached in St. Theresa of 
Avila Church on April 21, 2006.

Regina Cœli
From Easter Day until Pentecost

Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven: 
alleluia.

he whom thou was meet to bear: 
alleluia.

As he promised hath arisen: 
alleluia.

Pour for us to God thy prayer: 
alleluia.

∕ rejoice and be glad, O Virgin 
Mary, alleluia.

± For the Lord has truly risen, 
alleluia.

O God, who by resurrection of 
thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ hast 
brought joy to the whole world; 
grant that through his Mother the 
Virgin Mary we may obtain the joys 
of life everlasting. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of reservoir rd.
directions by Car:  From the north or South:  
route 128 to route 9. At signal for reservoir 
road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on route-9. drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto heath Street. drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on reservoir road. drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


