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THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS

OU may have noticed
that there was a lot of
talk about the great patriarch
Abraham in the confrontation
between our Lord Jesus
and His opponents among
the Jewish leaders. St John
alone among the evangelists
remembered that Christ said
that Abraham had seen His
Nativity.

earth. At the Transfiguration
of Jesus, it was Moses and
Elijah who spoke with Our
Lord specifically about
His approaching death that
He should accomplish at
Jerusalem. Moses and Elijah
had somehow been informed
of the events in Christ’s life,
and the Lord’s human heart in
its need cried out to them for
their fellowship and support
as His Passion approached.
You and I can count on the
tender sympathy of God’s
saints, and we need to rely
upon them, imitating their
lives, and seeking the aid of
their prayers. It is Our Lord
Himself Who makes known
our needs to the saints and
inspires their intercession.

What are we to make of
this? A literal translation has
the saying this way “your
father Abraham exulted that
he would see My day and the
time came that he saw it and
was glad.”
So here are revealed to us
two great events: that God
promised the Old Testament
patriarch that he would see
God’s Incarnation, and that
Abraham did indeed see that
first Christmas Day. In some
part of the heavenly realm
the vision of the Savior’s birth
came to Abraham and it brought
him unspeakable joy. That is the
meaning of Christ’s words, and
those who water them down are
showing an incapacity to accept
what the words say. In point of
fact this statement of our Lord’s

is part of what we mean by the communion
of saints, a notion that Protestants reject,
but which is an article of the Creed we say
at Sunday Mass. The Church’s belief in the
communion of saints is firmly grounded
in the Scriptures. And so what we have
here is one example that the saints are
allowed to know events in the Church on

Physicists tell us that two
atoms on the opposite side of
the universe can attract each
other. How much more can
two souls in the communion of
saints but in different realms of it
be drawn together by the Divine
Love of Christ which dwells in
them both!
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of
Avila Church on April 6, 2006.
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SAINT MARY MAJOR
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F the few major basilicas
in Rome, only Saint Mary
Major is in its original form. While
Saint Peter’s, Saint Paul Outside
the Walls, and Saint John Lateran
were originally built before Saint
Mary Major, the original structures
have been destroyed. Only this
basilica retains its original form, the
original bricks and pillars, and the
original mosaics on the two lateral
walls. The main part of the basilica
is essentially as it was when it was
dedicated about 1,570 years ago.
The antiquity of this place and its
artistic beauty draw many people
here each day. Welcome as are
those who come here in admiration
of ancient art, this basilica is not a
museum enshrining the past. This
basilica is a sacred space recalling
to believing hearts the awesome
truth that the Virgin Mary, this
humble Jewish maiden, is the
Mother of God.
The faith of the Church, founded
on divine Revelation and nurtured
by the abiding presence of the Holy
Spirit, professes her belief in Mary’s
divine Maternity as a fulfillment of

the prophesy of Isaiah.
The child born of Mary is truly the
eternal Word of God made flesh. She
the new Eve, he the new Adam. The
old order of sin and death has passed
away; in the Incarnation a new and
everlasting day has dawned.
Because we live by grace in Christ
Jesus her Son, we look to Mary as our
Mother as well. It is a characteristic
of authentic Catholic faith and piety
that Mary has a central role. Mary,
the Mother of God, Theotokos, and
Mary, the Mother of the Church,
our Mother. For that reason, this
basilica is a favored place of prayer
and pilgrimage. This is the house of
Mary, our Mother. We implore her
intercession that we might be more
faithful disciples of Jesus, her divine
Son.
Bernard Cardinal Law
¶ Cardinal Law recently retired as
archpriest of Saint Mary Major in Rome
and is a former Archbishop of Boston. The
dedication of the basilica is an optional
memorial on August 5th, a Sunday this
year.

SUMMER ALTAR FLOWERS

Our SUMMER ALTAR FLOWER
CHART is available for sign up
and may be found on Sundays at
the coffee hour. Choose any dates
appropriate for family anniversaries,
etc. Two arrangements of a substantial size are needed for the high altar.
If you prefer, sign up for one smaller arrangement for the Marian altar.
Or both! Flowers may be from your local florist, or your own garden,
and you may take them home with you after Mass. But be sure to sign
up to avoid duplication of flowers one week and none the next. PLEASE
INDICATE HIGH ALTAR, MARIAN ALTAR, OR BOTH.

SUMMER
LIGHTNING

“A

ND as they were coming
down from the mountain,
Jesus cautioned them, saying, ‘Tell
the vision to no one, till the Son
of Man has risen from the dead’”
(Mt 17:1–9). By “vision” here is
meant the particular kind of vision
outside the realm of hitherto known
experience, with all the mysterious
and disquieting traits of an act of
heaven: light which comes from no
natural source but belongs to the
spheres of inner reality; likewise
the “cloud,” which has nothing to
do with the meteorologic forms we
know, but is something for which
there is no satisfactory word—
brightness that conceals rather than
reveals, heavenliness unveiled yet
unapproachable…The event does
not merely descend upon Jesus, or
take place within him; it also breaks
from him, revelation of inmost
being, arc of the live flame within
him become apparent…In the gloom
of fallen creation the Logos blazes
celestial light…This was the Light
which had come into the world and
was powerful enough to illuminate
it completely. On the way to death
the glory of what may be revealed
only after death breaks out like a
jet of flame, burning illustration of
Christ’s own words on death and
resurrection. What is revealed here
is not only the glory of pure, angelic
spirit, but of the spirit through the
body…The Transfiguration is the
summer lightning of the coming
Resurrection…Whatever our measure,
something of it is always behind
our living and our dying, whether
given by grace or seized by faith:
something of that flaming arc which
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SAINT
JANE FRANCES
DE CHANTAL

O

broke through for the first time on
Tabor, to reveal itself victoriously
in the Resurrection.
Monsignor Romano Guardini
¶ Msgr Guardini was a famous Italian
theologian and author. He went to God in
1968. The Feast of the Transfiguration is
Monday, August 6th. Masses in St Theresa
of Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00
p.m.

THE TRANSFIGURATION
[AUGUST 6]

The Collect

O

GOD, who before the passion
of thine only-begotten Son
didst reveal his glory upon the
holy mount: Grant unto us thy
servants, that in faith beholding the
light of his countenance, we may
be strengthened to bear the cross;
through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Saint Lawrence,
Deacon & Martyr
Friday, August 10, 2012
¶ St. Lawrence Church, Chestnut
Hill is named for this early Roman
Church deacon who was martyred
for the faith in 258 a.d.
There is a lovely painting of St.
Lawrence in the Church sacristy.
Masses at St. Theresa of Avila
Church in West Roxbury at 6:45
a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

N August 12th we celebrate a
French saint from whom we
have much to learn, St Jane Frances
de Chantal. Few women have
the experience of being a wife, a
mother, and a nun. St. Jane Frances
de Chantal had all these vocations,
though not at the same time. She
was first a wife and mother, and
had seven children, of whom four
survived. Her husband, to whom
she was truly devoted, died in a
hunting accident in 1601, and that
was the start of great suffering
for Jane Frances. She began her
widowhood by taking a private
vow of celibacy, thinking she might
perhaps become a Carmelite nun.
Then she met St. Francis de Sales
who became her spiritual director.
That great 17th century bishop asked
her to work with him to found a new
religious Order for women. When
Jane Frances had done all that was
needed for her four children, she
gave herself over to the project, and
founded the Congregation of the
Visitation. This community was for
women who were not able to endure
the rigours of other stricter religious
Orders. It was for gentle ladies, and
those whose health was not always
of the best. It was a moderate though
serious form of consecrated life for
women of genteel background. The
new Order spread rapidly. By the
time Jane Frances died in 1641,
there were eighty-seven convents
of the Order.
Jane Francis is admirable not only
for giving herself so completely
to the two vocations that she
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entered upon, first marriage, then
the cloister; she is also remarkable
in her perseverance, especially as
a nun, when she suffered greatly
from doubts and spiritual anguish.
She wrote: “Most often, there is a
confused sort of strife in my soul.
Between feelings of being plunged
into impenetrable darkness that I
am powerless to do anything about,
I have a kind of spiritual nausea that
tempts me to give up trying. When
these trials are at their most severe,
they hardly let up at all, and cause
me unimaginable torment…”
Mother de Chantal, as she was
known in her Order, seems to have
experienced for prolonged periods,
year upon year, what St John of the
Cross described as the ‘dark night
of the soul’. This was a spiritual
blackness whose symptoms seem to
have been very much like those of a
clinical depression. In spite of this
she plodded on, and achieved great
things for God, as the foundress
and superior of a new Order, and as
a devoted spiritual daughter of the
kindly St. Francis de Sales. Under
his guidance she reached great
heights of sanctity and also plumbed
the depths of detachment.
One of the chief lessons for us in
the life of this saint is perseverance.
She refused to be daunted by a
spiritual life almost entirely lacking
in consolation or sweetness of any
kind. All she wanted was to please
the Lord, even though emotionally
and mentally it all seemed so
unrewarding. She would pray as
follows: “O Lord Jesus, I surrender
to you all my will. Let me be your
lute. Touch any string you please.
Always and forever let me make
music in perfect harmony with your
own.”
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This brave and strong woman
deserves the praise of men and
women alike. She teaches us that
true love for God does not depend
on feelings. Love is will and love
is action, not sweet words. Love is
dogged perseverance, even when
there seems to be no light at the end
of the tunnel. This admirable woman
has much to teach men about the
nature of fidelity and the salvific
value of suffering. May she pray to
the Lord for us, to give us the gift of
perseverance in His holy service.
The Provost
¶ This article is taken from THE ORATORY
MAGAZINE (August, 2011, Vol 88, No.
1083) the parish paper of the Brompton
(London) Oratory.

A UNIQUE CALLING TO YOU
“Find and follow your passion.
Now, I don’t mean just any old
thing that interests you, or your
career. I mean something you really
believe is a unique calling to you—
in other words, something that you
can’t live without…Fortunately,
I wandered into a course in
international politics taught by a
Soviet specialist, a man named
Josef Korbel who had a daughter
named Madeleine Albright. And
with that one class, I was hooked.
I discovered that my passion was
Russian—things Russian, things
international, diplomacy. Needless
to say, this wasn’t exactly what a
young black girl from Birmingham
was supposed to do, but it was like
finding love. I couldn’t explain it,
but I knew it was right.”
Condoleezza Rice
¶ Dr Rice served as United States
Secretary of State. These excerpts are from
a commencement address at Southern
Methodist University.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ We have bidden Godspeed
to parishioners Ryan & Dianna
Gabbard, and their sons Thomas
and Nicholas, who now make their
home in Louisville, Kentucky. We
keep contact information should
any wish to keep in touch. Ryan
and Dianna were received into full
communion while they attended
St. Athanasius and Nicholas was
baptized here. Ryan has accepted a
teaching appointment in Louisville.
Blessings to the family!
Ñ Contra Mundum is fourteen
years old! And thanks to its former
and current editors, David Burt and
Steve Cavanaugh, we have never
missed a monthly issue. Back issues
are available in two bound volumes
for years 1998–2008 and ordering
information is available from the
compiler, David Burt.
Ñ Many thanks to those who did the
grilling, brought supplies, or a dish
to pass for our parish summertime
picnic on July 22nd. The day ended
with Evensong in the church.
Ñ In SEPTEMBER there will be
Anglican Use Mass on Holy Cross
Day, Friday, September 14th at 7:30
p.m. Also our annual Evensong
sponsored jointly with St. Paul’s
Anglican
Church,
Brockton,
at Stonehill College, Easton,
on Sunday, September 23rd. St.
Michael’s Day, our founding day,
is a Saturday this year, September
29th. Low Mass at 9 a.m. in the St.
Theresa Convent Chapel.
Ñ
The Fourth Annual dinner
“Celebration of the Priesthood” will
be held on Wednesday, September
26, 2012 at the Seaport World Trade
Center in Boston. Proceeds benefit
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the Clergy Fund of the Archdiocese
of Boston.
Ñ A reminder that at Saint Theresa
of Avila Church, West Roxbury, the
Saturday schedule includes Mass
at 6:45 a.m., Exposition until 3:30
p.m., Confessions from 3:00–4:00
p.m. (followed by the first Vigil
Mass at 4:00 p.m.). Confessions are
also heard on the Thursday before
First Fridays, after the 4:00 p.m.
Mass. There are parishes in your
neighborhood offering Exposition
and Confession on a weekly basis,
and you can check the website of
the Archdiocese of Boston (www.
bostoncatholic.org) for details.

Letters to the Editor

INSTEAD OF “The Da Vinci Code”
let’s call it “The Akmed Code” and
instead of Jesus allegedly marrying
Mary Magdalene, let’s say it’s
Mohammed
allegedly
rolling
around in the grass with one of those
72 virgins. Now let’s all guess how
many articles this newspaper would
have published featuring this type
of trash. You are correct, the answer
is none.
Now let’s say there are several
cartoons circulating featuring Jesus
playing Texas Hold’em at the Last
Supper, working the online dating
scene with apostles John and James,
and serving as a caterer with the tag
line “If he could feed thousands
with a few fish and a loaf of bread,
just think what he can do for
your next party!” These cartoons
then prompt rioting and mayhem
among Christians world wide with
a call from the Pope to kill those
responsible for them.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Holy Day of Obligation
Anglican Use Vigil Mass
Tuesday, August 14, 2012

Does anyone doubt that this
paper would have run countless
articles featuring the cartoons
and chastising Christians for their
violent overreaction to nothing
more than a permissible expression
of First Amendment rights? The
only thing worse than a newspaper
without integrity is a newspaper
motivated by fear.
KENNETH A. TASHJY
Westford
Boston Sunday Globe
May 28, 2006

Samuel Sebastian Wesley was a
grandson of noted preacher and
hymn writer Charles Wesley, who
contributed many hymn tunes and
anthems to the Anglican repetoire,
among them the tune Hereford,
frequently sung by our congregation. Born on August 14th, he lived
from 1810 to 1876.
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Prophetic Hindsight...

T used to be said that in certain
parts of the British Civil Service,
the Minutes of meetings were written
before the meeting took place: “it
makes things so much more simple
and convenient”! There are many
who feel it is impossible to make a
judgement about recent events till
many years have passed. That is
why some academics claim that it is
impossible to write ‘history’ of the
past 100 years: “it really should be
classified as journalism”!
An Apostle of Unity

It would be a bold person who
claimed to know how the pontificate
of Benedict XVI will be interpreted,
but I believe he will be credited
overwhelmingly as ‘an apostle of
Unity’.
I Told You So

As you read this, it is possible that
reconciliation between the Society
of St Pius X (SSPX) and the Holy
See might be achieved. One likely
result will be that, sadly, SSPX will
split: with Bishop Bernard Fellay,
superior general of the Society and
the bulk of its membership seeking
reconciliation; whilst other leaders
and SSPX members will continue
in their old way. In all this there will
be voices saying: “I told you so” or
“Remember who you are dealing
with?”
Seek Unity and Reconciliation

These comments are a coded claim
that because the SSPX contains one
or two unsavoury characters, Pope
Benedict should not be talking to
them at all. Yet, one cannot but be
impressed by how courageous they
have been: without sustenance,

buildings,
and
with
overt
opprobrium they—and their loyal
faithful laity—have persevered
for what they believed to be right.
Whatever happens, Pope Benedict
has demonstrated that wherever
there is an estranged Christian, it is
the duty and obligation of Catholics
to seek Unity and Reconciliation.
Traditional Anglican
Communion

The recent appointment of Fr Harry
Entwistle, to lead the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross in Australia is good
news not only for that country
and the international work of The
Ordinariate, but because he comes
from The Traditional Anglican
Communion.
Treated as Pariahs

These are faithful priests and laity
who—at sacrificial cost—continued
to live, worship and witness to
the heritage of Anglicanism, but
‘outside’ the main fold. And how
they were treated as pariahs . . .
Frequently they were ostracised
and ridiculed by many in the
‘Establishment’, and even by fellow
Anglo-Catholics, in a superior and
unchristian way.
Outstanding
sacrifice

examples

of

I have heard Anglican Bishops
openly dismiss them as ‘nutters’ or
‘playing at church’ etc. And in so
doing, failing to recognise that they
are fellow members of Christ and
in most circumstances outstanding
examples of sacrifice.

Pastoral Provision Parishes
I remember the opprobrium I
received when I visited Bishop
James Mote at St Mary’s, Denver
or explored the parish of St Mary
the Virgin, Las Vegas with Fr Clark
Tea (one of the earliest ‘pastoral
provision parishes’) because I
sensed that this would teach us all
something about the way forward.
Bad Apples

It is for this reason that the recent
ordination of Bishop Mercer and
Bishop Harry Entwistle are so
important. They both have come
from The Traditional Anglican
Communion and represent a
substantial worldwide community
containing many good and faithful
catholic Christians. [Of course, one
can find ‘bad apples’ somewhere:
But that never stopped us talking to
Anglican bishops in the past!]
Reconciled

Let us all reaffirm our determination
to seek reconciliation for those who
wish to be united with the See of
Peter, whatever flag they currently
are sailing under. Together,
reconciled, let us journey to the port
of rest, which is God’s destiny for
us all.
Fr. Peter Geldard
¶ Fr. Geldard was ordained an Anglican
priest by Archbishop Michael Ramsey in
1971. In 1994, together with the whole
parish council and thirty-five members
of his parish congregation in Davington,
Kent, he was received into the Catholic
Church and was ordained a Catholic
priest in 1994. He is the Roman Catholic
chaplain and runs the Catholic Society
at the University of Kent in Canterbury,
England. This article appeared in the July
issue of The Portal magazine.
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British Martyrs & Confessors

VER the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness to
the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation.
Here we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed James Claxton
Priest and Martyr (f 1588)

J

AMES Claxton, of Yorkshire,
England,
journeyed
to
the continent to study for the
priesthood, receiving his seminary
education at the English College
of Reims, France. Following his
ordination, Father Claxton returned
to England in 1582 to begin serving
the country’s Catholic population
persecuted by the Protestant regime
of Queen Elizabeth I. Within three
years of his return, he was arrested
and imprisoned. In 1585, he was
banished from England for being
a priest. But determined not to
abandon the English faithful, Father
Claxton secretly re-entered the country. He was soon discovered by the
Elizabethan authorities, who after
capturing him put him on trial. Father
Claxton was sentenced to death for
being a priest and for defying the
banishment order. The defeat of the
Spanish Armada in the summer of
1588 spurred the English regime to
take revenge against Catholics. Six
new gallows were erected across
London. Father Claxton suffered
execution by drawing and quartering
together with the young Minim friar
(Blessed) Thomas Felton on August
28, 1588.
Reprinted from Magnificat, August 2008,
Vol. 10, No. 6, p. 386. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.

A PUBLIC CONFESSION
The Ven. Edward Bamber
Secular priest

B

ORN in Lancashire, he made
his studies at St Oinei and
Seville, and returned to England a
priest. The brief memoirs of his life
speak of his unwearied diligence in
instructing Catholics and converting
Protestants, the good he did in times
and places of the greatest danger,
and the courage he displayed at all
times. He was apprehended during
the Civil War, and kept in Lancaster
Castle for three years without trial.
At length, on the worthless evidence
of two apostates, he was sentenced.
On 7 August 1646 he and two
fellows priests were drawn to the
place of execution, and one Croft, a
felon, was brought to die with them.
Mr Bamber used all his efforts to
bring this man to repentance, telling
him, if he would only repent, declare
himself a Catholic, and publicly
confess some of his more public
sins, he would absolve him. In spite
of the threats and indignation of the
officials and ministers, the prisoner
declared he died a Catholic, openly
confessed some of his most scandalous crimes, and was publicly
absolved. Priest and penitent then
sealed their profession with their
blood.
This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastian Bowden of the Oratory.
Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, n.d.
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IN THEIR OWN
WORDS
The purpose of the Ecumenical
Movement is not to arrive at a
lowest common denominator
Christianity. It is to restore the
integrity of Christendom on the
basis of the total revelation given
to the Church by Christ and daily
rendered a living reality by the
Holy Spirit.
Fr. Aidan Nichols, O.P.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

