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THE EXCEPTIONAL NEWMAN

W

HAT a joy to be with an
Anglican Use community
and thus be able to celebrate the
feast of Blessed John Henry
Newman, whose beatification
I was privileged to attend
last year. The Church gives
us the feasts of holy men and
women to inspire us by their
example and to benefit from
their intercession. Let’s take an
historical journey to review the
life of this extraordinary man,
precisely to be inspired to living
holy lives in our own time and
place. Most of you will know
much of what I shall share, but
isn’t it always a pleasure to hear
his story all over again? At least
I find it so.
John Henry Newman was
born on February 21, 1801, and
died on August l9, 1890, thus
spanning almost the entirety of
the nineteenth century. He was
raised in a devout Anglican
family and had a truly classical
education. As his Apologia
makes clear, he moved from
belonging to the “evangelical”
branch of Anglicanism to
becoming a founding member
of the Oxford Movement,
committed to recovering for
the Anglican Communion its

BLESSED JOHN HENRY Cardinal NEWMAN
1801–1890

Catholic roots—minus the papacy, for
Newman had imbibed from his British
culture a vitriolic hatred of the Church
of Rome. Genuine intellectual honesty
and the power of God’s grace, though,
moved him otherwise inexplicably
toward the Catholic Church which, he
became convinced, was indeed “the pillar
and bulwark of the truth” (1 Tim 3:l5),
resulting in his confession, profession
of faith and First Holy Communion on
October 8/9, 1845. The conversion of
this Oxford don rocked the academic
and religious establishments to their
foundations.
As Newman had lived under a cloud

of suspicion, accused of being
a crypto-papist in his Anglican
days, so too as a Catholic did he
experience suspicion, accused by
some Catholics of serving as a
Protestantizing mole within the
Catholic fold. In spite of all, he
forged ahead with his writing,
teaching and pastoral work—
producing dozens of volumes
of theological essays, sermons,
poems, hymns, and letters to
hundreds of other seekers of the
truth. Eventually, he experienced
vindication from none other than
Pope Leo XIII, who named him
a cardinal in 1879. “The cloud is
lifted from me for ever,” declared
the nearly octogenarian Newman.
And every Pope since Leo XIII has
sung his praises and has looked
forward to his canonization; Pope
Pius XII even prognosticated
that Newman would be named a
doctor of the Church.
No one could ever doubt his
sanctity, but the Church in
her prudence requires divine
approbation for a decree of
canonization or beatification; that
sign comes through a physical
miracle—and that was precisely
what was lacking for so long.
How come? I’ve often joked that
Newman was a victim of his own
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clientele. Someone like Padre Pio
(having died only in 1968), with
his very “common” touch, had
numerous miracles attributed to
him, with every Italian grandmother
seeking his intercession for every
crisis. Newman, on the other hand,
attracts the more “intellectual” types
who, it seems, when confronted
with a diagnosis of cancer, just visit
an oncologist! There is high irony
or divine humor in this, however,
because two of Newman’s most
impressive works were on the
importance of miracles! Well, finally,
the miracle came—performed on
behalf of Jack Sullivan, a permanent
deacon of the Archdiocese of
Boston. With the declaration of the
validity of that miracle, the way
was now cleared for Newman’s
beatification—the penultimate step
before canonization. Originally,
a date in May was bandied about,
with the event taking place in
Newman’s beloved Birmingham.
Then word surfaced that Pope
Benedict was intending to make a
pastoral visit to England and that he
was actually willing to preside over
the beatification himself—although
he had refrained from doing so
with other beatifications during his
pontificate. Why the exception?
Because the Pope sees Newman
himself as exceptional.
Just what does this oh-so-English
gentleman of the nineteenth century
have to teach the Church Universal
in the twenty-first century?
-Newman
was
absolutely
convinced of the existence
of absolute truth and of the
concomitant obligation of the
human person to pursue the
truth, regardless of the pain and
suffering involved (which, for
him, included the loss of prestige
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and friends).
-He was possessed of the twin
gifts of an immense intellect and
an intense sense of piety. Not for
him, any dichotomy between faith
and reason.
-The man who had considered the
Pope of Rome the Antichrist came
to have a filial love and devotion
for the office and person of every
Pope of his Catholic life, willing to
give his very life for the Successor
of St. Peter and the Vicar of Christ
on earth.
-The Protestant who regarded
Marian doctrine and devotion as a
medieval accretion and theological
stumbling-block became the
Catholic theologian and priest
who wrote and preached about the
Blessed Virgin with insight and
fervor.

-Because Newman foresaw a
coming age of great infidelity, he
became a staunch supporter of
Catholic education at every level,
from the apple of his eye—his
beloved Oratory School—to the
unfortunately ill-fated Catholic
University of Dublin.
Many commentators have referred
to Cardinal Newman as “the unseen
Father at Vatican II” (that is, the
real Vatican II, not the one with the
elusive spirit that has caused us so
much grief and that would certainly
have saddened the heart of the great
convert-cardinal). Yes, he would be
pleased with that title, for the causes
he championed in the nineteenth
century did indeed become the causes
célèbres of the Council: liturgical
renewal, a biblical revival, the lay
apostolate, Catholic education, a
Church sure enough of herself to
engage the world, clergy imbued
with an evangelical spirit. John
Henry Newman was a thoroughly
modem man and a thoroughly
traditional man at one and the same
time, personifying Our Lord’s wise
steward who knows how to bring
out of his storehouse “both the new
and the old.”

-Newman’s commitment to the
inspiration and inerrancy of
Sacred Scripture and his eventual
profound appreciation for the
Fathers of the Church led him
to the conclusion that Catholic
teaching on the Holy Eucharist was
the only possible position which,
in turn, led him to a thoroughly
Eucharistically centered life, so If we could take but a single
much so that he could exclaim, “I page out of the book which was
could attend Masses all day!”
Newman’s life, we would truly
-When not a few Catholic priests be most assuredly on the road to
and theologians could only advise sanctity.
the laity to “pay, pray and obey,”
Newman—when asked about the
role of the laity in the Church—
could quip, “She’d look rather
silly without them!” He advocated
a well-informed and active laity,
not working in the sanctuary
but representing the interests of
Christ’s Church in the world of
science, education, culture, and
politics.

Blessed John Henry, pray for us.

Father Peter Stravinskas
¶ This sermon was preached by Fr
Stravinskas on Sunday morning, October 9,
2011 in the Congregation of St Athanasius.
Later that day he moderated a Symposium
on John Henry Newman in The Cathedral
of the Holy Cross, a conference jointly
sponsored by our congregation and the
cathedral.
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SAINT THERESA OF AVILA

S

AINT Theresa of Avila (15151582) was the greatest of all
women mystics, and shares with
St John of the Cross, upon whom
she was the greatest influence, the
rediscovery of the contemplative
life.
Her major works are The Way of
Perfection, Foundations, and The
Interior Castle.
In these writings Theresa talks of
Christian perfection, and this is a
standoff term for many of us. But
what it really means is that she
sought full Christian maturity as a
nun. And for all the years since she
went to God in 1582, Theresa’s way
to Christian maturity has attracted
even many men and women who
have not been called to the monastic
life. So don’t let the fact she was
a nun who talks about Christian
perfection seem beyond you.
Theresa is also called a mystic,
and that term can also seem to put
us off.
Do you know the old line about
mysticism? “It begins in mist,
centers in I and ends in schism.”
But not so with St Theresa. She
esteemed mystical phenomena
but was also cautious about them.
And she counseled souls to aim at
the truth, and that a soul was best
defended against the crafts and
assaults of the devil, the father of
lies, by adhering to the truth of
Scriptures, Catholic dogma, and the
rites and ceremonies of the Church.
It is more accurate to say she
had mystical experiences and that
these experiences appealed to the
religious imagination in all of us.

filled as it is with unpleasantness, is
passing away, like one night in such
a lodge.
St Theresa’s trust in God’s mercy,
and her courageous perseverance
in joy and hope in the face of
disappointing
friendships
and
heartaches is a model for us. She
recognized that sometimes her own
stubbornness or shortsightedness
was at least partly to blame for her
problems. But Theresa’s faith and
her service through pain of her own
sin and the sin of the world is a real
antidote for us today, when we are
Her life became a mirror of intimacy constantly tempted by the quick
with God because she received a fixes and trends that rapidly come
Divine invitation to gaze as directly and go and can leave us jaded or
as humans can gaze upon the face directionless. At one of the convents
of God. And then she saw that she founded there is a statue of St
face everywhere and powerfully at Theresa as a traveler. But she is
work in souls, and in the events and not portrayed as a wandering nun.
Wandering is aimless. This nun
structures of the world.
knows where she is going: from
The winning ingredients of humor convent to convent, from friend to
and humility always come through friend, and from God to God.
in her writing. She said, “To have
Theresa is the rarest of women to
had virtuous and God-fearing
be canonized, a mystical writer who
parents, along with the graces the
ranks among the greatest.
Lord granted me should have been
When you read St Theresa you
enough for me to have led a good
life, if I had not been so wretched.” realize that she was a woman of her
times. But don’t let that put you off
The Book of Her Life
either. If she were living with us I’ve
Her convents were small in numbers
no doubt she’d be box office, on
of nuns, because St Theresa always
every late night TV talk show, and,
limited the number to 21. She said as true today as in the 16th century,
“Experience has taught me what a giving more than she got.
house full of women is like. God
Holy Theresa of Avila, pray for
preserve us from such a state!”
us!
When searching for an analogy
Father Bradford
for hell, St Theresa settled on the
notion of spending eternity in a ¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Avila
run down wayside inn. She would Church on October 15, 2006. St Theresa’s
Day is a Monday this year.
say she was grateful that this life,
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ALL SAINTS DAY
Thursday, November 1, 2012
The Anglican Use Mass is a Vigil Mass on Wednesday, October 31, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Speakers at the Annual Conference of the
Anglican Use Society November 8-10, 2012
Some of the speakers at next
month’s Anglican Use Society Conference include:
Dr. Barbara J. Elliott, the founder
of the Center for Cultural Renewal,
lecturer for the Catherine of Siena
Institute and author of four books
including Street Saints: Renewing
American Cities and Equipping The
Saints, is an adjunct member of the
faculty of the University of Houston and the winner of many prestigious awards. She is a member of
Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic
Church in Houston, Texas.
Fr. John Jay Hughes was an
Anglican priest for 6 years before
being conditionally ordained to
the Catholic priesthood in 1960. A
Church historian and priest of the
St. Louis archdiocese, he is the au-

thor of No Ordinary Fool: A Testimony to Grace, the story of a man
who, 57 years after ordination, is
still in love with the priesthood, as
well as numerous other articles and
publications.

Church. He is a former priest in the
Traditional Anglican Communion.

Fr. Andrew Bartus, is the founder
of the Blessed John Henry Newman Society of Orange County in
California, the start of a new parish
for the Personal Ordinariate of the
Chair of St. Peter in the Catholic

lar vocation. She earned an M.A. in
Spiritual Direction from the General Theological Seminary and was
received into the full communion of
the Catholic Church in 1998.

Fr. Eric Bergman, the first priest
incardinated into the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter,
is founder of the 150-member St.
Fr. Ian Ker is the author of Mere Thomas More Anglican Use SociCatholicism (a popular introduction ety of Scranton, PA, which became
to the Catholic faith), the definitive St. Thomas More Parish at St. JoJohn Henry Newman: A Biography, seph Church in late August.
G. K. Chesterton: A Biography, and Mrs. Valerie Davis was an acother books and articles too numer- tive member of a team that tripled
ous to count. He is a parish priest the membership of an established
and teaches theology at Oxford Uni- Episcopal parish, and considers beversity.
ing married to a priest as a particu-
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DEVOTION TO THE
ROSARY

shape lives. One of the most basic
ones is marriage between a man and
a woman, which today is ordinarily
a free choice. But if we can rely
on what the media report, half the
marriages in this country break up
and lead to divorce and custody
fights.

J

OHN Joseph Cardinal Wright,
who was a Boston priest, once
said that the one item he wanted
found on his person when he died
was his Rosary. In this way, Cardinal
Wright, who was a profound thinker,
was pointing out that the Catholic
Faith at its deepest is devotional not
doctrinal. The Rosary is a specifically
Catholic practice and devotion. But
its usage stands in the long line of
cultures and religions which have
used items such as seeds, sticks,
or beads, to keep count of prayers
said. Nowadays even in Catholic
cemeteries you can see rocks placed
on top of tombstones as indications
that prayers have been said.
Few people remember that when
Pope John XXIII opened the Second
Vatican Council he was calling for
renewal of fervor in souls rather
than for new definitions of doctrine.
And the Pope referred to the Rosary
as “David’s sling.” For Catholics,
the Rosary is the instrument capable
of withstanding Goliath, the huge
onslaught of modern problems. The
Holy Father took his own advice.
He is on record as having stated that
his own personal spiritual renewal
stressed increased devotion at Mass,
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and
the daily praying of the Rosary. One
of Pope John’s predecessors, Pope
Leo XIII, was a giant of a scholar,
philosopher, diplomat, historian,
and theologian. We remember Pope
Leo for his 86 encyclicals, not for
his devotion to the Rosary. But the
Holy Father repeatedly called on
the faithful to dedicate the month of
October to Our Lady of the Rosary.
He wrote that he was convinced
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that, “the Rosary, if devoutly used,
is bound to benefit not only the
individual, but society at large.”
When we pray the Rosary, we are
asking Our Lady, our Mother, to
take us by the safest and surest way
to her blessed Son.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of Avila
Church on October 7, 2005. The Feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary falls on a Sunday
this year, and is not observed.

On the other hand, we have the
relationship between brother and
sister, which, even if it turns into
mutual hatred, does not change the
fact that they look alike and have
the same physical heritage. But
being born of the same parents is
not the only source of family bonds.
Many of us feel a strong relationship
with uncles and aunts, and cousins
within the second degree of kinship
(beyond which they can marry one
another).

The bonds among extended
family members are lesser but can
be close, as when the family bond
leads nieces and nephews to visit
GROWING INTO aging aunts and uncles. But this
physical relationship is not the most
INCE man is a social animal, his important one in human lives. The
life is based on relationships. truly important ones have to be
Some of them are accidental, others “grown into.”
are chosen but temporary, and still
others have to be grown into; and The success of a marriage is not
these last are the ones that are most established by pledging “until death
do us part,” but by husband and
important in shaping a human life.
wife growing into each other. They
Two strangers may happen to sit
don’t grow to look alike, but they do
next to each other on a transatlantic
grow in knowing each other—and
flight. They strike up a friendly
in giving themselves to each other.
and interesting conversation, and
This is a consequence of growing
sincerely thank each other when
into a unity of minds and hearts.
they arrive in the U.S.A. But they
never meet again, so their temporary We tell teenagers to grow up and
association does not lead to a they do—by becoming taller. But
friendship and does not seriously what we really mean is grow into
affect either life.
maturity.

S

The most important relationships We can also grow in love of our
run far more deeply and really country, especially if we have not
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women who have given themselves
to God prove the first one, and give
us concrete hope for the second.

been made to feel like foreigners.
Growing into one’s country means
feeling, “this is my own, my native
land,” or at least my adopted one. I
was born in New York to Irish-born
U.S. citizens and I have that feeling
when I hear a Noo Yawk accent.
The deepest and most important
love is love of God, our Creator and
Savior. We may have been taught
about God and grown up believing
in Him. The Bible teaches us to
fear God, and indeed we should or
we shall think of ourselves as gods
and goddesses. But it is essential
to arrive at a belief in God that is a
growing love for and trust in Him
as Absolute Truth, Absolute Beauty,
and Absolute Good, to be with
whom is the goal and purpose of
our life in this world.
To the modern mind, this is
nonsense. As that mind sees it, there
is no world other than this world,
and no life after the one we live
here. Therefore, as I have said in an
earlier column, in this view of life
all that we hope for has to be gotten
here before we die.
But if we determine to trust God
for everlasting life with Him, we
must grow into Him. Not that we
shall become parts of God, but that
by surrendering our selfish wills
and growing into His will, we shall
find peace of mind in this present
life and eternal joy in the next one.
The lives of countless men and

How do we go about making God’s
will a central part of our lives? I
do not mean to exclude people of
other faiths who sincerely try, but
for us Catholics, we can make daily
prayers for knowledge and strength
to do His will, by receiving the
sacraments, and heeding St. Paul’s
words: “Pray always.” This can be
done all day long by reciting short
phrases such as “Into your hands,
Lord, I commend my spirit,” and
“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray
for us sinners.”
Father Francis Canavan, S.J.
¶ Fr. Canavan was professor of political
science in Fordham University. This article
appeared in Catholic Eye, November 25,
2008.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Saturday Anglican Use Mass
is offered in St. Theresa’s Church
(main church) at 9:00 a.m.. Note
the different venue and time for
Mass. Do call if you are coming,
as the time is subject to change.
We no longer have the use of the
St. Theresa Convent, which has
been leased to a boarding school.
We are grateful for the use of the
convent chapel for many years
and thank Msgr. William Helmick
for his kindness and generosity in
providing the congregation with a
home when it was much needed.
Ñ Confirmation/lnquirers’ Classes
are available by arrangement with
the chaplain, who is available for
instruction mid-week in the St.
Theresa of Avila Rectory. The
course is based upon The Catechism
of the Catholic Church. A syllabus

is available.
Ñ All Souls’ Day intercession
papers are available with Sunday
service leaflets during the month of
October. The annual Requiem Mass
is Friday, November 2nd at 7:30 p.m.
You may leave your prayer requests
in the offertory basin or mail them
to the Chaplain at 10 St. Theresa
Avenue, West Roxbury, MA 02132.
Ñ Thanks to our participants in
the annual join Evensong with St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Brockton.
Steve Cavanaugh coordinated our
participation and that of the schola;
David Burt produced the service
leaflet, and Jim Reedy was the
organist.
Ñ The Handel and Haydn Society
opens the 2012–2013 Season with
Harry Christophers conducting the
glorious Bach Magnificat, featuring
the Handel and Haydn Society’s
Chorus. Other works to be featured
are the Orchestral Suite No. 3 in
D, Cantata 71, God Is My King,
Sinfonia from Cantata 18, Jesu, joy
of man’s desiring from Cantata 147,
and Sinfonia from Cantata 75. The
concert will be Friday, October 12th
at 8 p.m. and Sunday, October 14th at
3 p.m. Visit www.handelandhaydn.
org for more details.
Ñ Eastern Standard Time returns
Sunday, November 4th.
Ñ The Annual Conference
of The Anglican Use
Society will be held in Kansas
City, Missouri November 8–10th,
hosted by our sister parish of St.
Therese the Little Flower, pastored
by Fr. Ernie Davis. You may learn
more about the speakers and agenda,
and register for the conference by
visiting the website:
www.anglicanuseconference.com
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British Martyrs & Confessors

VER the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness to
the Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation.
Here we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

CONTRASTS
Blesseds Ralph Crockett
Edward James
Secular priests

and

RALPH CROCKETT was from
Cheshire, Edward James from
Derbyshire, and both had been at
Oxford University. With two other
priests from Rheims they were
captured in 1586 on board ship when
arriving at Littlehampton in Sussex.
They were committed to prison in
London, and remained there for
two and a half years, till after the
Armada scare; they were then sent
down to Chichester for trial, as an
example to others, for that city was
deemed a centre of disaffection.
The verdict of guilty was received
in silence, except by Mr. Crockett,

who exclaimed, “I am not afraid
of what man can do to me”. On
the scaffold James and Crockett
absolved one another, and the
last named gave his blessing to
all who were willing to accept
it. The execution took place at
Chichester on 1 October 1588.
The two other priests captured
with these martyrs were pardoned;
two more, who were tried and
sentenced with them, saved their
lives by apostasy.
This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England
& Wales for Every Day of the Year. The
author is Henry Sebastian Bowden of
the Oratory. Edited and revised by David
Attwater, and published by Anthony
Clarke
Books,
Wheathampstead,
Hertfordshire. n.d.

Saint Luke’s Day is Thursday, October 18th. Masses in St. Theresa of
Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m. and
4:00 p.m.
The ox is the animal of sacrifice.
Saint Luke’s Gospel teaches us about
the atoning sacrifice of Christ.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

EVERY MEMBER CANVASS
¶ The Parish will conduct an Every Member Canvass during the month
of October. Your financial support of the congregation is very important
and you are urged to be generous in your giving. Many thanks.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

Page 24					

Contra Mundum

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

