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DID YOU NOT KNOW THAT I MUST BE
IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE?

O

NE of the recruitment
tactics used by some
cults and sects is known as
“love-bombing”. They choose
a suitable location such as an
airport or a railway station, and
then target individuals who look
lost or disoriented, especially
young people. They befriend
strangers, being as attentive and
helpful as possible. They offer
to put them up for the night,
give them a meal, make a fuss
of them. They show them lots of
warmth and affection, all with
the one aim of making them
part of the group, the sect or, as
they often like to say, ‘one of
the family’.
The charity these sects
demonstrate may seem idyllic at
first glance. There seem to be no
misunderstandings or tensions
between the members. All is
sweetness and light, at least on
the surface. However, leaving
such a group is often much
more difficult than joining.
The new ‘family’ can quickly
become a prison, cutting off all
contact with the outside world.
All kinds of pressures and

it. The fact is that the Holy Family
of Nazareth was unlike any other
family, past, present or to come.
One of its three members was the
Son of God. Another member was
His Mother, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, sinless and immaculate. The
third family member is His fosterfather St. Joseph, who lived with
his spouse in life-long chastity. All
three were totally and perpetually
celibate - hardly typical.

threats can be used to coerce people into
remaining part of the group. These cults
and sects are very dangerous, spiritually
and psychologically. They prey on the
natural human need we all have for that
affection and acceptance which only
a family (at its best) can give, but then
twist that need into an unhealthy and
debilitating dependence.
During the season of Christmas and
Epiphany we contemplate the Holy
Family of Nazareth. To speak of the
Holy Family can carry with it all kinds
of associations. We might imagine that
particular Family to be wholly stressfree, idyllic. We risk over-romanticizing

St. Luke describes an incident
in the life of the Holy Family
which shows that even in
that unique group there were
moments of anguish and apparent
incomprehension. Parents all over
the world can understand the
distress that Mary and Joseph felt
when they thought that they had
lost the boy Jesus. Mary’s question
is very natural: “Son, why have
you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been looking for
you anxiously.” The Child’s reply
is unexpected: “How is it that you
sought me? Did you not know that
I must be in my Father’s house?”
He gently but clearly affirms that
God is His Father, not Joseph.
This also teaches us that Christ
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Our Lord, even as a child, was
explicitly conscious of His own
divine identity and mission. He
knew that His first priority as God’s
Son was to do the will of His Father.
With Christ at the centre of the Holy
Family, it was His own relationship
with God the Father which was at
the centre of His life. This directed
His whole being: His awareness of
who He was and what His work
would be.
Truly putting God at the centre
of our lives may have drastic
consequences for us. It will affect
who we understand ourselves to be,
and how we see our purpose in life.
Our immediate family of course has
first claim on us, intially. But there
can be the danger of making a false
god out of family life, thinking that
our immediate family is all that
matters. We can be so self-enclosed
and self-engrossed in our own
natural family that we risk losing
sight of deeper issues and higher
claims, our own particular vocation,
the needs of others, the will of God.
We can lose our sense of belonging
to the wider and ultimately more
important family, God’s family, His
Holy Church.
Our Lord rarely allows us to love
exclusively and only our own, to
be restrictively concerned only
with our blood relations. Our own
natural family is of course the Godgiven base, the starting point, but it
should never become a cul-de-sac
or an end in itself. Charity begins
at home, and we must take our
responsibilities there very seriously.
Charity begins at home, but it should
not end at home. We should realise
and cultivate the bonds that tie us
to the wider human family, above
all the universal family of Christ’s
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Mystical Body, the Church. Like
Christ Our Lord, we must live the
truth that God is indeed the Father
of all, and therefore all people are
our brothers and sisters, with the
corresponding claim to our care, our
commitment and our support, both
spiritual and material, especially
those who are of the household of
faith.
Throughout twenty centuries
of consistent Catholic teaching,
marriage and family life have never
been compulsory. The single life is
always a valid option. I do not mean
simply clerical or religious life, but
the option of remaining by choice an
unmarried lay person. For a Christian
who is not married, their celibacy
always entails chastity. That is not
negotiable. But that does not change
the fact that the single life is always
an option, and it is an option which
many might profit by, if they would
only take the time to think about
it, before rushing hastily (in many
though not of course all instances)
into disastrous and ill-favoured
marriages. Marriage and family life
area a sublime gift from the Creator
to His human creatures, intended
to be for them a path to holiness.
Humanly speaking, that path can
also be a wonderful means of deep
fulfilment and natural happiness.
However it must be remembered that
the single life is no less intended to
be a path to holiness. Being single
and therefore celibate should mean
that you have much more time and
energy to offer the Lord and His
Church. Marriage and family life
undoubtedly bring many blessings
and graces, as well as uncounted
difficulties and at times seemingly
insurmountable problems. It is not
sinful to opt instead for the blessings

and graces of a celibate life, with
all the innumerable crosses and
daily mortifications which celibacy
inevitably entails.
Unmitigated
monogamy
or
uncompromising celibacy are the
two proper choices available to use
humans. It is easy to over-generalize,
but it does seem to be the case that
many people marry who certainly
should not, and many remain single
who would be much better married.
In the first instance, long and chaste
engagements are very helpful, at
least three years, I would suggest.
In the case of single Catholics
who wish to marry, we should all
do everything we can to help and
encourage them to get together and
socialize with each other, chastely,
so as to discern their true vocation,
whichever it might be.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in The Oratory
Magazine (January, 2012, Vol. 89, No.
1088) a publication of the Brompton
(London) Oratory.

Octave of Christmas

MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD
Tuesday, January 1, 2013
Solemn Mass & Sermon
9:00 a.m.
Holy Day of Obligation
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THE DIVINE
MOTHERHOOD

T

HAT anyone could doubt the
right of the holy Virgin to be
called the Mother of God fills me
with astonishment. Surely she must
be the Mother of God if our Lord
Jesus Christ is God, and she gave
birth to him! Our Lord’s disciples
may not have used those exact
words, but they delivered to us the
belief those words enshrine, and
this has also been taught us by the
holy fathers.
In the third book of his work on
the holy and consubstantial Trinity,
our father Athanasius, of glorious
memory, several times refers to the
holy Virgin as “Mother of God.”
I cannot resist quoting his own
words: “As I have often told you, the
distinctive mark of holy Scripture is
that it was written to make a twofold
declaration concerning our Savior;
namely, that he is and has always
been God, since he is the Word,
Radiance and Wisdom of the Father;
and that for our sake in these latter
days he took flesh from the Virgin
Mary, Mother of God, and became
man.”
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with a rational soul. He undertook
to help the descendants of Abraham,
fashioning a body for himself from
a woman and sharing our flesh and
blood, to enable us to see in him not
only God, but also, by reason of this
union, a man like ourselves.
It is held, therefore, that there are
in Emmanuel two entities, divinity
and humanity. Yet our Lord Jesus
Christ is nonetheless one, the one
true Son, both God and man; not a
deified man on the same footing as
those who share the divine nature
by grace, but true God who for our
sake appeared in human form. We
are assured of this by Saint Paul’s
declaration: When the fullness of
time came, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the
law and to enable us to be adopted
as sons.
Saint Cyril of Alexandria
¶ Cyril (c. 376–444) was an outstanding
theologian who presented in his day
the classical doctrines of the Trinity
and the Person of Christ based on the
work of Athanasius, Basil, and Gregory
Nazianzen.

THE EPIPHANY

or
THE MANIFESTATION OF
CHRIST TO THE GENTILES
Sunday, January 6, 2013
Epiphany Proclamation
Procession, Solemn Mass
& Sermon
11:30 a.m.
Solemn Evensong
and Benediction
5:00 p.m.
A reception will follow Evensong.

SAINT JOHN
NEUMANN

H

E whom we are celebrating
today was an emigrant, not
in order to obtain the gold of the
earth, but to spread in America,
fabulous for its riches, the gold that
is worth more, the gold of charity...
This charity being always prompt in
HOLY NAME
intensity of action, in adherence to
OF JESUS
the needs of the people, in preference
for the humble, the poor and the
“At the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the suffering, interprets the American
earth.”
The divinely inspired Scriptures
spirit well. It was well expressed in
affirm that the Word of God was ¶ The Feast of the Most Holy Name this Saint who made it to so great
made flesh, that is to say, he was of Jesus is observed on Thursday, an extent his own. He illustrated
united to a human body endowed January 3, 2013.
with his positive virtues its human
Again further on he says: “There
have been many holy men, free from
all sin. Jeremiah was sanctified in
his mother’s womb, and John while
still in the womb leaped for joy at the
voice of Mary, the Mother of God.”
Athanasius is a man we can trust,
one who deserves our complete
confidence, for he taught nothing
contrary to the sacred books.
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and modern genius, and native
evangelical inspiration...For the
beloved laity we pray that Bishop
Neumann’s canonization will be
a source of fresh vigor: renewed
adherence to Christian prinicples
of life, amid all the attractions of
materialism and all the enticements
of the worldly pleasures offered by
today’s world...
Like Saint Alphonsus, John
Neumann had a keen realization that
all holiness and perfection lies in our
love for Jesus Christ our God, who
Sunday, January 13, 2013
is our Redeemer and our supreme
Asperges me
good. His own words confirm this.
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Under the action of the Holy Spirit,
11:30 a.m.
he had learned even as a child to
say: “Jesus, for you I want to live;
Ñ Ericka Jean Schubert received the
SHORT NOTES
for you I want to die; I want to be all
Sacrament of Holy Confirmation at
yours in life; I want to be all yours Ñ In case of severe winter weather, Mass on Sunday, December 16, 2012.
in death.”...
please do not call to see if Sunday A recent convert to Catholicism, her
We wish solemnly to confirm this Mass is canceled. Most likely it is mentor and sponsor is Sarah Byers.
conviction: what matters is our love not. But please be prudent. None of Congratulations and best wishes.
of Jesus Christ. Our contact with the us furthers the Kingdom of Heaven Ñ Many thanks to those who
person of Christ must be dynamic in by having accidents on the way to volunteered to read lessons at the
Church!
faith and vital in love...
Advent and Christmas services of
In comparison with the love of Ñ There is a regularly scheduled Lessons and Carols. And thanks
Jesus, everything else is secondary. Saturday morning Anglican Use also go those who provided the
And without the love of Jesus, Mass at 8:00 a.m. in St. Theresa of wonderful things to eat and drink at
everything else is useless. May Avila Church, West Roxbury. It is the holiday receptions.
John Neumann’s insights become celebrated at the Marian altar in the Ñ If you have not already done so,
main church. You may enter through
personal for all of you.
the pavilion or the St. Theresa please return your filled-in pledge
card indicating your support of
Pope Paul VI Avenue doors.
the congregation’s program in this
¶ St. John Neumann (1811-1860) was
Ñ Congratulations to Monsignor New Year. Your response is greatly
a Redemptorist priest and bishop of
Philadelphia. This quote is from the Holy William M. Helmick on occasion appreciated.
th
Father’s sermon at the canonization Mass of his 25 anniversary as Pastor of
in 1977, and as published in L’Osservatore St. Theresa of Avila Church, West Ñ Father Bradford thanks those
Romano. St. John’s feast day is January Roxbury. And congratulations to who remembered his family with
5th, a Saturday this year.
Father Peter Connelly, O.S.B., on cards, gifts or best wishes during
occasion of his silver jubilee of the holiday season. Your kindness
ordination as a priest. He is a monk and friendship is valued greatly.
of St. Benedict Abbey, Still River. Ash Wednesday is February 13th
Both anniversaries occurred during and marks the beginning of Lent.
December.
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THE DAMASCUS
ROAD

A PRIVILEGE
TO DIE

HE Conversion of St. Paul is
the single most important event
in the history of the Catholic Church
after the Feast of Pentecost. That is
because no one but Our Lord Jesus
Himself has been so central in the
development of the Christian faith
than St. Paul.

“We have lost perhaps 50 times as
many children in the last 35 years as
we have lost soldiers in all the wars
since the Revolution, and that is a
horrible, horrible thing to answer
to,” said Bishop Robert J. Hermann,
administrator of the Archdiocese of
St. Louis.

T

Last Sunday at Mass in St. Theresa’s
Church I asked the congregation to
consider at what point the Catholic
Church began. At Pentecost with the
coming of the Holy Ghost; at that
moment when the soldier opened
the side of Christ on the Cross out
of which flowed the sacramental
life of the Church? I suggested also
that moment in the gospel when St.
Andrew, abiding with Christ, then
went to bring his brother to Jesus.

“I think any bishop here would
consider it a privilege to die
gospel is not either/or, it is both/and. tomorrow to bring about the end of
It is abiding with Jesus, at the same abortion,” he said. “If we’re willing
time as it is going forth to bring to die tomorrow to bring about the
others to Him. You cannot have one end of abortion, then we should
be willing to spend the end of our
without the other.
lives dedicated, to take whaever
The whole rest of St. Paul’s life
criticism, to bring about the end of
was governed by the experience on
this genocide.”
the Damascus Road. Paul did not
stay at home and savor the moment Most Reverend Robert J. Hermann
in a nostalgic memory! The rest of ¶ These comments are taken from an
Today we can ask a similar question: Paul’s life was spent bringing the address made to the National Conference
at what point did the gospel begin? gospel to others. He could do that of Catholic Bishops, and published in The
St. Mark says at the preaching of because he was also with the Lord Boston Globe on November 12, 2008.
¶ On January 22, the day following the
John the Baptist. St. Luke says at always.
anniversary of the Supreme Court decision
the beginning of Christ’s human
Father Bradford of Roe vs. Wade (1973), all dioceses in the
genealogy. And St. John says at the
United States observe a Day of Prayer for
eternal generation of the Word of ¶ This sermon was preached in St. Theresa the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.
of Avila Church on January 25, 2003.
God, begotten, not made.
¶ The Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul

But St. Paul, writing to the falls on Friday, January 25, 2013. Masses
Phillippians, in chapter four places in St. Theresa of Avila Parish are at 6:45
the beginning of the gospel at the am and 4:00 pm.
conversion of the Greeks. And
all these are right answers! The
gospel is as St. John said, without
a beginning in time because the
gospel is not about Jesus, it IS Jesus.
Yet St. Paul says the gospel begins
when it was communicated for the
first time to the newly baptized or
absolved souls.
Here then is a good example of the
truth that you cannot separate the
work and person of Christ. So the

PARTRIDGE HILL PRESS
Over the years our parishioner David
Burt has provided quality books and
booklets for the use of Anglican Use
parishes. Our Sunday Mass books
and Litany and Evensong booklets
are the work of Partridge Hill
Press. There is a catalogue of titles
available to you. Please contact
David at cdburt@partridgehillpress.
com.

Page 46					
Anglican Use Communities
A few short years ago, finding an
Anglican Use Mass outside of
Texas was pretty difficult. But in
the last year the number of new
communities that have entered the
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair
of St. Peter, in both the USA and
Canada has blossomed, and now
you can find communities where
Mass is prayed according to the rite
in the Book of Divine Worship from
coast to coast.
Society of St. Gregory the Great,
Mobile, AL
www.stgregorymobile.org
Bd. John Henry Newman Church,
Santa Ana, CA
www.jhnewman.org/index.html
Parish of the Incarnation,
Orlando, FL
www.theparish.org
St. James Community,
St. Augustine, FL
http://www.usordinariate.org/st_
james_st_augustine.html
St. Joseph of Arimathea,
Indianapolis, IN
stjoearimatheasociety.org
St. Athanasius, Boston, MA
www.locutor.net
Mount Calvary, Baltimore, MD
www.mountcalvary.com
St. Luke, Bladensburg, MD
www.stlukesparish-bladensburg.
org
Christ the King Church,
Towson, MD
www.ctktowson.org
St. Bede the Venerable Anglican
Use Society, Collegeville, MN
stbedevenerable.blogspot.com
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Our Lady of Hope,
Kansas City, MO
gospel-anglican.blogspot.com
Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Jacksonville, NC
http://www.usordinariate.org/
good_counsel.html
Fellowship of St. Alban,
Rochester, NY
www.stalbanfellowship.org
St. Thomas More, Scranton, PA
www.stmscranton.org
St. Michael the Archangel,
Philadelphia, PA
www.anglicanphiladelphia.org
St. Anselm, Greenville, SC
www.ordinarychurch.org
Our Lady of the Atonement,
San Antonio, TX
www.atonementonline.com

St. John Fisher Ordinariate
Community,
Potomac Falls, VA
http://www.facebook.com/
StLukesCommunityNOVA
Fellowship of Bd. John Henry
Newman,
Victoria, British Columbia
www.blessedjohnhenrynewmanfellowship.ca
Sodality of the Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary,
Ottawa, Ontario
www.annunciationofthebvm.org
Sodality of St. Edmund, King &
Martyr, Cambridge, Ontario
www.stedmund.ca
St. John the Evangelist,
Edmonton, Alberta
www.calgaryordinariate.com

St. Anselm, Corpus Christi, TX
www.stanselmcc.com
St. Gilbert, Boerne, TX
http://www.usordinariate.org/st_
gilbert_boerne.html
Our Lady of Walsingham,
Houston, TX
www.walsingham-church.org
St. Mary the Virgin, Arlington,TX
www.stmarythevirgin.org
St. John Vianney Community,
Cleburne, TX
www.stjohnvianneycleburne.com
St. Timothy’s Ordinariate
Community,
Fort Worth, TX
sttimothyfortworth.org
St. Peter the Rock Ordinariate
Community,
Arlington, TX
www.stpetertherock-arlington.org

W

SCHOOL OF
HOLINESS

HEN the disciples, as the
Evangelist says, arguing
among themselves as to “which
one of them would be greater in the
kingdom of heaven, [Jesus] called
a little child and stood him in their
midst and said: ‘Amen, I say to
you, unless you change yourselves
and become like little children,
you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever, therefore, humble
themselves like this child will be
greater in the kingdom of heaven.’”
Christ loves the childhood that he
first took up in both soul and body.
Christ loves childhood, the teacher
of humility, the rule of innocence,
the image of gentleness. Christ
loves childhood, to which he directs
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the characters of older people, to which he brings back
old age. Those whom he would raise up to an eternal
kingdom he disposes to follow his own example…
May there be no memory of offenses, no desire for
importance, but only a love for sharing things together
and a natural equality. It is a great good not to know
how to harm and not to have a taste for malice. To inflict
and to pay back injury belongs to the wisdom of this
world, but “to repay evil for evil to no one” represents
the childhood of Christian self-possession…
Let humility be loved. Let every exaltation be avoided
by the faithful. Let all prefer others to themselves…That
way, when an inclination to do good will abounds in us
all, the poison of hate might not be found in any one.
Saint Leo the Great
¶ Saint Leo was Supreme Pontiff from 440 to 461. His statement of
the doctrine of the Incarnation of Christ, acclaimed by the Council
of Chalcedon, is regarded as one of the highlights of Catholic
history. He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1754.

THE PRESENTATION OF
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
Vigil Mass on Friday, February 1, 2013
Blessing of Candles
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
You may bring unused household candles for
blessing.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Cardinal Séan O’Malley presents parishioner Steve Cavanaugh with
the Cheverus Medal. Named for the first bishop of Boston, the Cardinal
instituted the award during the bicentennial of the Archdiocese of Boston
in 2008 as a way of recognizing the contributions of laymen and women,
religious and deacons for their efforts in the Church’s various apostolates.
Approximately one-third of the parishes in the Archdiocese have nominated
a parishioner each year since the awards were first given out.

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.

Contra Mundum

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

