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BEING VIOLENT

I

mmediately following
the
horrific
slaughter
of children and teachers
in Newtown, Connecticut,
President
Barack
Obama,
speaking to the nation, called
for a comprehensive national
response to violence. Let the
discussion begin! And may it
truly be comprehensive. For
starters, the violence is not in
the guns. It is in the hearts and
souls which have been corroded
by sin. The problem of violence
is far more pervasive than
anything we can legislate. The
solution must identify the root
causes and the nation as a whole
must apply a comprehensive
response. Any wide-ranging
scope of that needed response
will find many people in denial
of the extent of the problem.
We were all horrified by the
events of September 11, 2001.
But Muslim fanatics did not
invent the idea of commandeering passenger planes full
of civilians and crashing them
into buildings. Hollywood did.
Do you remember all those
“Airport” movies? And anyone

who sits in a theatre munching buttered
popcorn while watching carnage on the
big screen is part of the problem. Anyone
who gives a little child a toy plastic gun
and watches him or her race around the
house on Christmas morning pulling the
trigger and shouting “blow ‘em away” is
part of the problem. And a whole nation

that legally protects the killing of
not-yet-born human life is part
of the problem. Fifty years ago,
children were watching cartoons
of Felix the Cat on Saturday
morning, and going to Church
on Sundays. Today children have
access to a whole host of violent
video games for entertainment,
and cannot get to Church because
their parents are violating the
vows they took at the children’s
baptisms. They are part of the
problem. Being violent is seen
as a fundamental right. Because
in God’s Law violence is a
fundamental wrong we read about
efforts to jack hammer The Ten
Commandments out of the granite
facades of court houses. Anyone
who does not recognize that God’s
Law is the foundation of a moral
society is part of the problem.
Take away the foundation and the
moral fabric in society collapses
like a house of cards.
Some of you will remember
when Eldridge Cleaver, leader
of a militant black hate group in
the 1960s exclaimed that violence
is as American as apple pie. We
were angry at the time, but was
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it because the accusation might be
true? In any event, legislation will
not address the root problem of sin.
Much in the same way as the nation
once tried to eradicate the evils
of drink by enacting prohibition,
stricter gun laws will not work. Just
as those who chose to drink anyway
found a way, and spawned a whole
new industry of rum runners,
bootleg distilleries, and speakeasies,
so too hearts full of hate and the
urge to take violent action will find
weapons. With a little bit of effort
on Google you can find instructions
for creating anti-personnel shrapnel
bombs. At the end of last year, the
Christian Science Monitor reported
on the 500th homicide in Chicago
that year. The article cited reasons:
public housing and school policies,
gang activity, access to guns, and
budget cuts for social programs.
If you take away the guns but do
not address the other issues in a
comprehensive way, anger will find
another expression for violence.
This is not a defense of the
Constitutional right to bear arms.
Catholics should be a little dubious
of the history of this right. The Bill
of Rights in English constitutional
history was enacted in December
1689. It provided that the subjects
of the Crown which are Protestants,
may have arms for their defense
suitable to their conditions and
as allowed by law. In 1689 it may
still have been “open season” on
Catholics!
By all means let the discussion
begin! But enacting tighter guncontrol legislation is as inadequate
a response as putting a band-aid on
an aneurism of the aorta.
Father Bradford
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I will recount the steadfast love of
the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD
has granted us,
and the great goodness to the
house of Israel
which he has granted them
according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of
his steadfast love.

8

For he said, Surely they are my
people,
sons who will not deal falsely;
and he became their Savior.

9

In all their affliction he was
afflicted,
and the angel of his presence
saved them;
in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried
them all the days of old.

10

11

12

13

But they rebelled
and grieved his holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their
enemy,
and himself fought against them.
Then he remembered the days of
old,
of Moses his servant.
Where is he who brought up out
of the sea
the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the
midst of them
his holy Spirit,
who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before
them
to make for himself an
everlasting name,
who led them through the
depths?

Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.
14

Like cattle that go down into the
valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave
them rest.
So thou didst lead thy people,
to make for thyself a glorious
name.

15

Look down from heaven and see,
from thy holy and glorious
habitation.
Where are thy zeal and thy
might?
The yearning of thy heart and
thy compassion
are withheld from me.

16

For thou art our Father,
though Abraham does not know
us
and Israel does not acknowledge
us;
thou, O LORD, art our Father,
our Redeemer from of old is thy
name.

17

O LORD, why dost thou make us
err from thy ways
and harden our heart, so that we
fear thee not?
Return for the sake of thy
servants,
the tribes of thy heritage.

18

Thy holy people possessed thy
sanctuary a little while;
our adversaries have trodden it
down.

19

We have become like those over
whom thou hast never ruled,
like those who are not called by
thy name.
Isaiah 63:7-19
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edictine nun, and her convent was
at Plombariola, about five miles
from Monte Cassino. Once a year
she and her brother would meet in
a house between the two monastic
enclosures, visit, discuss prayer and
matters relating to the formation
of souls, and share a supper before
going home to their respective
communities.

THE
PRESENTATION
OF CHRIST
IN THE TEMPLE
commonly called

CANDLEMAS
Friday, February 1, 2013
Blessing of Candles, Procession
Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 p.m.
¶ You may bring unused household
candles for blessing.
The Blessing of Throats will
follow this service.
There will be a reception in the
undercroft.

THE GIFT OF
YOURSELF

T

WO chapters of the Dialogues
of Pope St. Gregory the Great
contain all we know about St.
Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict.
Scholastica was the first Ben-

The famous story related by St.
Gregory tells of the last meeting
of brother and sister, three days
before Scholastica’s death. When
it was time for Benedict to depart,
Scholastica asked him to stay longer,
and when he invoked the rule for a
monk to be in his cell at that hour,
she prayed to God. A sudden and
unexpected thunderstorm erupted.
Benedict, knowing his sister to
be a holy woman and powerful
intercessor, perceived that she had
asked for the storm, and when the
monk asked God to forgive his
sister, Scholastica replied, “I asked
you and you would not listen, so I
asked God and He did listen.”

ASH WEDNESDAY
The First Day of Lent
February 13, 2013
Blessing & Imposition of Ashes
Litany of Penitence
Solemn Mass & Sermon
8:00 p.m.

It is a nice little story that at
first glance is rather trivial and ¶ Please note that on Ash
unimportant. But it makes us Wednesday the Anglican Use
consider that of all our possessions, Mass will follow a 7:00 p.m. Mass
the most precious to those who need in the Ordinary Form in Saint
us is our loving presence. It is not Lawrence Church.
always easy to remember or practice
this. The great and holy St. Benedict
had allowed himself momentarily
to put rules and regulations before orderly, or to be available to people
the need of his sister, who simply when they need us.
wanted him to talk longer with her.
Holy Scholastica, pray for us.
Scholastica died c. A.D. 543. As
a result of the story, she is invoked
against storms! But perhaps she
could be patron saint to help us all
discern whether it is more important
to keep our schedules neat and

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in Saint
Theresa’s Church on February 10,
2000. In 2013 Saint Scholastica’s
Day falls on a Sunday and is not
observed.
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 17, 2013

Litany in Procession
Sung Mass & Sermon
Fourth Communion Service
11:30 a.m.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to parishioner
Stephen Cavanaugh who sang the
Noveritis 2013 at the Epiphany
Mass, and to Judie Bradford and
Steve who hosted the morning
coffee hour and evening reception
after Evensong that day. At the
coffee hour the tablecloth was
provided by Dr. Jessica Bradford
and in Swahili it greeted us with
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year.
Ñ Bishop Richard Lennon sends
greetings to the congregation. He
was in Boston for the episcopal
ordination and to spend time
with family. Bishop Lennon was
the congregation’s mentor; he
received and confirmed many
of us and was our first chaplain.
He has been Bishop of Cleveland
since 2006.

Ñ The Blessing of Throats takes
place on St. Blaise Day (February 3rd)
but is often attached to Candlemas.
The blessing will be offered after
Mass on Friday evening, February
1st. For something on the blessing of
throats see Contra Mundum volume
III, Issue 7, from February 2001.
Ñ Bring palms for burning February
3–10. Last year’s Palm Sunday
palms are burned for use on Ash
Wednesday, February 13th.
Ñ A year’s mind Mass will be
offered for parishioner Janet Ray on
Saturday, February 23rd at 8:00 a.m.
in St. Theresa’s Church.
Ñ
Thomas More College in
Merrimack, New Hampshire is
hosting a Winter Open House
on Monday, February 18, 2013!
Attendees will participate in
classes, meet the President, enjoy
one of their many festive banquets,

STATIONS
OF THE CROSS
BENEDICTION
OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT
Fridays in Lent at 7:30 p.m.
beginning February 15th
¶ All services will be in St.
Lawrence Church except on
March 15th. On that day the
Christian Education program in
St. Lawrence will offer Family
Stations during the evening.
and hear from students about their
unparalleled Rome Semester. For
details and to register, visit www.
ThomasMoreCollege.edu.
Ñ The Boston Choral Ensemble
will be performing Tallis’s forty-part
motet Spem in alium at its concerts
on March 8 & 9, 2013.
Friday March 8 at St. Paul’s Church,
Cambridge at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday March 9 at Holy Cross
Cathedral, Boston at 8:00 p.m.
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THE EARLY
CHURCH FATHERS
I NEVER SAW

W
Anglican Use Mass on Saturdays
is at 8:00 a.m. in Saint Theresa of Avila Church,
West Roxbury at the Lady altar.

CONFESSIONS
At St. Lawrence Church, Chestnut
Hill
Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to Noon

The Most Reverend Robert P.
Deeley was ordained a bishop
on January 4, 2013 and is an
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston. He
remains in his position as Vicar
General and Moderator of the
Curia. The motto on Bishop
Deeley’s crest translates as “To
do the truth in charity.”

At St. Mary’s Church, Brookline
Village
Every Wednesday in Lent 6:30
to 8:00 p.m. in the lower church
reconciliation room.
At St. Theresa’s Church, West
Roxbury
Saturdays 3:00 to 4:00 p.m and
Thursday before First Fridays
following the 4:00 p.m. Mass.
Watch for additional times
scheduled for confession during
Lent.

henever I reflect on my
own conversion as well
as that of CHNI members and
the guests on The Journey Home
program, the idea of “the verses
we never saw” always rises to the
top of the list of what opened our
hearts to the Catholic Church. In
other words, some Scripture, that
we seemingly never noticed before
or never clearly understood, all of
a sudden caught our attention, or
was pointed out to us, and voilà, we
were on the “journey home.”
Also at the very top of that list
must be placed the writings of the
Early Church Fathers. Certainly
an amazing majority of converts
mention how reading the Early
Church Fathers, either for the first
time or for the first time with awareness, convinced them that the early
Church was amazingly Catholic and
certainly not Protestant!
With this in mind, I’d like to present
a small sampling of quotes from
these early Christian writers. This
list of references that support the
early presence of Catholic teaching
and practice could be almost
endless, but here are a few of those
that were specifically influential in
my own conversion.
The following quote certainly
did not describe any form of
Protestantism I knew. The author
implies that the Apostles intended
for the Church to be led by bishops
who would then be succeeded
by other bishops, as opposed to
individuals who merely “sensed”
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that God was calling them into
ministry or to start their own church
or for a random group of believers to
bond together and elect their leader.
Here we see the early assumption of
a continuous Apostolic Succession:
“Our Apostles knew through our
Lord Jesus Christ that there would
be strife for the office of bishop.
For this reason, therefore, having
received perfect foreknowledge,
they appointed those who have
already been mentioned, and
afterwards added the further
provision that, if they should
die, other approved men should
succeed to their ministry.”
—St. Clement of Rome
Letter to the Corinthians, 44:1-2,
c. AD 80
There is a lot in the next quote that is
certainly not Protestant: abandoning
the bishop, his presbytery of priests,
and his deacons, meant abandoning
the “Catholic Church” (the first
recorded use of this title). And
what is the significance of a “valid”
Eucharist? Does this imply that
there were Christians celebrating
the Eucharist, or maybe calling it
the Lord’s Supper, on their own
apart from a bishop’s permission or
authority? What difference does this
make, if it was only “symbolic”?
“You must follow the bishop as
Jesus Christ follows the Father, and
the presbytery as you would the
Apostles. Reverence the deacons as
you would the command of God. Let
no one do anything of concern to
the Church without the bishop. Let
that be considered a valid Eucharist
which is celebrated by the bishop, or
by one whom he appoints. Wherever
the bishop appears, let the people be
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there, just as wherever Jesus Christ
is, there is the Catholic Church.”
—St. Ignatius of Antioch
Letter to the Smyrnaeans, 8:1-2,
AD 107
Does the following sound like the
trajectory for today’s thousands
of independent denominations,
each with their own set of beliefs
and practices? Or rather is the
assumption that there was one
Church, with “one soul and one
and the same heart,” spread out as
far as the one Gospel message (the
Tradition) had reached:
“The Church, having received
this preaching and this faith,
although she is disseminated
throughout the whole world, yet
guarded it, as if she occupied but
one house. She likewise believes
these things just as if she had
but one soul and one and the
same heart and harmoniously
she proclaims them and teaches
them and hands them down, as
if she possessed but one mouth.
For, while the languages of the
world are diverse, nevertheless,
the authority of the Tradition is
one and the same.”
—St. Irenaeus
Against Heresies 1, 10, 2, c. AD
190
Everything in the next two quotes
conforms with Catholic doctrine
and practice concerning Baptism,
the Eucharist, and the acceptance
of Church teaching for reception
of the sacraments; as a Protestant,
I had disavowed nearly all of this,
preaching against it, and explaining
it otherwise:
“They abstain from the Eucharist

and from prayer, because they
do not confess that the Eucharist
is the Flesh of our Savior Jesus
Christ, Flesh which suffered for
our sins and which the Father, in
His goodness, raised up again.”
—St. Ignatius of Antioch
Letter to the Smyrnaeans, 7:1, AD
107
“We call this food Eucharist; and
no one else is permitted to partake
of it, except one who believes
our teaching to be true and who
has been washed in the washing
which is for the remission of
sins and for regeneration, and
is thereby living as Christ has
enjoined. For not as common
bread nor common drink do we
receive these; but since Jesus
Christ our Savior was made
incarnate by the word of God and
had both flesh and blood for our
salvation, so too, as we have been
taught, the food which has been
made into the Eucharist by the
Eucharistic prayer set down by
Him, and by the change of which
our blood and flesh is nurtured,
is both the flesh and the blood of
that incarnated Jesus.”
—St. Justin Martyr
First Apology 66, A.D. 151
Marcus Grodi
¶ This excerpt is taken from an article
that originally appeared in the November
2009 issue of the Coming Home Network
International newsletter, © 2009 by the
Coming Home Network International.
Used with permission.

Contra Mundum

Page 55
person and the world from all who
plot against and harm life.
The Church is called upon to
manifest anew to everyone, with
clear and stronger conviction, her
will to promote human life by every
means and to defend it against all
attacks in whatever condition or
state of development is it found.
Blessed John Paul II

Sunday, February 24, 2013

SOLEMN EVENSONG &
BENEDICTION IN LENT
5:00 p.m.

A SPLENDID GIFT

T

HE teaching of the Church
in our day is placed in
a social and cultural context
which renders it more difficult
to understand and yet more
urgent and irreplaceable for
promoting the true good of men
and women.
Scientific and technological
progress, which contemporary
man is continually expanding
in his dominion over nature, not
only offers the hope of creating
a new and better humanity, but
also causes ever greater anxiety
regarding the future. Some ask
themselves if it is a good thing
to be alive or if it would be
better never to have been born;
they doubt therefore if it is right
to bring others into life when
perhaps they will curse their
existence in a cruel world with
unforeseeable terrors. Others
consider themselves to be the only
ones for whom the advantages

of technology are intended and they
exclude others by imposing on them
contraceptives or even worse means.
Still others imprisoned in a consumer
mentality and whose sole concern is
to bring about a continual growth
of material goods, finish by ceasing
to understand, and thus by refusing,
the spiritual riches of a new human
life. The ultimate reason for these
mentalities is the absence in people’s
hearts of God, whose love alone is
stronger than all the world’s fears
and can conquer them.
Thus an anti-life mentality is born,
as can be seen in many current
issues...but the Church firmly
believes that human life, even if weak
and suffering, is always a splendid
gift of God’s goodness. Against the
pessimism and selfishness which cast
a shadow over the world, the Church
stands for life: In each human life
she sees the splendor of that “yes”,
that “amen,” who is Christ himself.
To the “no” which assails and afflicts
the world, she replies with this living
“yes,” thus defending the human

¶ Blessed John Paul II was elected
pope in 1978 and reigned until his
death in 2005.

Lenten self-denial coin folders will be
made available to parish members. You
may use these as part of your rule for
Lent. Please return your filled coin folder
during early Eastertide. All proceeds benefit the work of Catholic Charities.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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