
rightly serve as a time for us to 
examine the how of our confessing, 
and the speech function that projects 
hows, along with wheres, whys, and 
wherefores, we call adverbial. 

In the traditional confession formula, 
whether the Confiteor of the Roman 
tradition or in the Communion 
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Penitential adverbs
service of the Book of Common 
Prayer and its derivatives, we 
confess that we have sinned 
‘by/in thought, word, and 
deed’ (cogitatione, verbo, et 
opere). 

This threefold construction, 
whether a prepositional 
phrase as in English or a series 
of ablatives as in Latin, has 
an adverbial function, and, 
however much we may fly 
over adverbs in our speaking 
and only half perceive 
them in our listening, they 
deserve close attention in our 
praying. 

Adverbs, those little words or 
phrases, which qualify the 
action and the descriptions, 
in some ways the least among 
the arts of speech, but whose 
‘how we say it’ colors the 
entire tone of ‘what we say’. 

For remember that not is also 
an adverb. 

Some understand the subtleties 
of adverbial expression in the 
language of prayer in such 
a way that they can totally 
subvert its intention. 

MoST oF uS have, at 
some time, experienced 

an injunction or suggestion 
or even a command which, 
however suitable to the 
situation, engenders in 
us a sense of resistance or 
resentment. 

often we are dealing with that 
which we know we ought 
to do, yet something in the 
mode of transmission has 
stirred us into opposition. 

Maybe even the problem 
comes down to ‘It’s not 
what you said, but how you 
said it.’ 

In the Lenten season the 
attention focus of our prayer 
turns to penitence: praise 
and thanksgiving retreat 
ever so slightly as the Gloria 
in excelsis and Alleluias (at 
least in the Western church) 
go into hiding, and even our 
petitions take on a humbled 
air, as our confessions 
make us increasingly 
more conscious of our 
unworthiness to ask. 

So Lent could and should 

Jusepe de Ribera: St Peter penitent (1621)
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For example the Episcopalian 
vestryman overheard at the 
back of the church during 
the recitation of the Creed 
mouthing a skeptical reading: 
‘and the third day He rose 
again
—according to the 
scriptures!’
(i.e. That’s what they say!)

Which has led to a less 
manipulable but more 
awkward English rendering of 
secundum scripturas in newer 
prayerbooks as ‘in accordance 
with the Scriptures’. The power 
of adverbial constructions! 

Perhaps while we examine our 
consciences and our actions 
during Lent, we might then also 
devote some little time to asking 
ourselves how seriously we 
take the penitential adverbs. 

For example, when in the 
Communion service confession 
we assert that 
we are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings

 how do we construe heartily? 
Something like an adverb 
from ‘The prisoner ate a hearty 
meal’?or ‘Eat up, my hearties!’? 
or ‘a hearty laugh’? or can we 
see that we should mean ‘from 
deep in our hearts, sincerely, 
genuinely, truly’. 

And, of course, we cannot escape 
the fact that even some of those 
defining synonyms, such as 
sincerely, are also undergoing a 
significant devaluation in our 
modern linguistic usage. 

The same applies to the 

very opening of the Act of 
Contrition: 
o my God, I am heartily 
sorry for having offended 
Thee…

 Take a lesson like this very 
much to heart in Lent. 

In the Communion service 
we acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, which 
we from time to time…have 
committed…

 Now, in today’s usage, from 
time to time means ‘occasionally, 
every so often, sometimes’ as in 
‘oh yes, I see him from time to 
time’, i.e. really not very often. 

But Cranmer’s sense of the term, 
and the Prayer Book’s, holds the 
much deeper import of ‘time 
and time again, repeatedly, 
continually’. 

Such indeed have we become 
habituated to sinful action 
without the assistance of divine 
grace. 

our Lenten prayer requires an 
assiduous and slow reading in 
order to do justice to the import 
of the prayer, but even more 
so to avoid the downfalls of 
misunderstanding. 

Consider, as examples, 
the following adverbial 
constructions, deliberately kept 
in an order that will make them 
recognizable to any friend of 
the Prayer Book: 
from time to time 
most grievously
by thought, word, and 

deed 
most justly 

earnestly 
for Thy Son, our Lord, 

Jesus Christ’s sake
ever hereafter 
in newness of life 
to the honour and glory of 

Thy Name 
like lost sheep 
too much 
against Thy holy laws 
according to Thy promises 

to mankind 
for His sake 
by what we have done 

and [by] what we have 
left undone [/failed to 
do] 

firmly resolve 
with the help of Thy 

grace 
 Each deserves an entire 
meditation, even one a day for 
the remainder of Lent. 

When we say grievous, for 
example, do we understand 
‘seriously, with serious 
consequences’ or can we go 
beyond even that to the root 
concept of grief, that is ‘deep 
and violent sorrow’? 

We might even parodize the 
thematic Lenten hymn Attende 
Domine ‘Give heed, o Lord, 
(and have mercy)’ to Attendite 
homines ‘Heed the fine print, 
fellows!’ 

Deacon Michael Connolly
¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael Connolly teaches 
linguistics in Boston College and serves 
primarily as Archdeacon at Holy Cross 
Armenian Catholic Church in Belmont. 
He assists frequently in the Anglican Use. 
His most recent contribution to Contra 
Mundum was in September 2012.
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GOD’S SEARCH 
FOR US 

Saint Luke’s fifteenth chapter 
is a collection of three parables. 

Each is about something lost and 
found: the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
and the prodigal son. Our Lord 
Jesus gave these parables for the 
encouragement of penitent sinners. 

the first two parables form a pair. 
they are variations on the lost and 
found theme, but tell the same lesson 
and have the same moral. and the 
third parable, the much longer story 
of the prodigal son, enforces and 
augments the same lesson: the love 
and free forgiveness of almighty 
God. that story of the prodigal son 
crops up today as a Mass gospel in 

Lent. 

Years ago i remember a Vacation 
Bible School class for children, 
which had these parables for a 
text. So i had the children prepare 
a checkerboard for a game. Before 
class i had taken one of the checkers 
and hid it in the classroom bookcase. 
When only twenty-three checkers 
were found in the box the class 
thought it was a great tragedy. a 
search was made. Finally the missing 
checker was discovered and there 
was relief and a great celebration. 
i asked the children why they were 
excited about the lost checker and 
not about the twenty-three checkers 
that were not lost. and they said it 
was more exciting to find something 
that had been lost. Which, of course, 
gave me the opportunity to explain 
that Our Lord Jesus feels the same 
way. He gives us an assuring picture 
of God as a good shepherd, weary 
and footsore, and yet rejoicing 
because He has the wandering sheep 
lying across the back of His neck. 
Or He tells a story of a father always 
watching for his wayward son and 
rejoicing at his homecoming. 

it is noteworthy that the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church presents 
the history of revelation not as our 
search for God but as His search to 
reach the heart of man. We can see 
this search through all the pages of 
the Bible, in the long training of the 
people preparatory for the coming of 
Christ. and then in the Gospels we 
have the search strikingly revealed 
in the conflicts, the miracles, the 
parables, and the answers Jesus 
gives to enquirers. 

these parables tell us the great 
gospel good news. to belong to 
Jesus Christ is, in His view, a greater 

SEDE VACANTE 

as you know, Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger has resigned the Petrine 
Office he held for nearly eight years as 
Pope Benedict XVi. He is now Bishop 
of Rome, emeritus. His legacy is a 
place in the very top rank of Catholic 
theologians of the past fifty years, and 
we give thanks for his work and role 
as Chief Shepherd of the Universal 
Church. at the beginning of March 
the See of Peter is vacant and we pray 
for and await the election of a Holy 
Father. 

STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS AND 
BENEDICTION

every Friday in Lent at  
St. Lawrence Church, except 

March 15th, when Stations will be 
held at St. theresa of avila,  

West Roxbury
7:30 p.m.

matter than any trouble we can cause 
Him. and that is His final answer! it 
is His permanent attitude in spite of 
all our failings. 

Father Bradford 
¶ This sermon was preached on Saturday, 
March 18, 2006 in the Saint Theresa 
Convent Chapel, West Roxbury. 

Daylight Savings time returns 
March 10th. Set your clocks aHEaD 
one hour Saturday night.
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S. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF  
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

¶ Saint Joseph’s Day is tuesday, March 19th. there are daily Masses in 
St theresa of avila Church, West Roxbury at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
there is also a preaching mission with Mass at 7:30 p.m. the missioner 
is Msgr Charles M. Murphy, sometime Rector of the north american 
College in Rome. the mission is three evenings, tuesday-Wednesday-
thursday. Saint Joseph is Patron of the Universal Church. 

SHORT NOTES
Ñ On Sundays in Lent, either the 
Great Litany is sung in procession 
or the Decalogue will be sung 
at the beginning of Mass. Mass 
music is the Fourth Communion 
Service, Hymnal 719-721. 

Ñ Copies of the Magnificat Lent 
Companion are still available for 
purchase ($4.00) on the leaflet 
stand. You may leave your offering 
in the alms basin. 

Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael 
J. Connolly for his assistance at 
many of our Lenten services. He 
was also preacher at Stations and 
Benediction on Friday, February 
22nd. 

Ñ Saturday Mass on March 9th is a 
year’s-mind Mass for parishioner 

Marysia Swanberg. May she rest in 
peace. 

Ñ Bishop Emilio S. allué returns 
as guest preacher at Stations and 
Benediction on Friday, March 8th. 

Ñ Please return Easter Flower 
Envelopes by Sunday, March 24th. 
Your contributions help with the cost 
of decorating the church for Easter. 
Memorials and thanksgivings are 
listed in the Easter service leaflet. 

Ñ the next Solemn Evensong & 
Benediction is Sunday, april 7th at 
5:00 p.m. 

Ñ the Major Holy Week Services 
in the anglican Use are Maundy 
thursday at 7:30 p.m. Good Friday 
at 3:00 p.m. Easter Vigil at 8:30 p.m. 
all services are in Saint Lawrence 
Church, Chestnut Hill 

SATURDAY MASS 
at 8:00 a.m.

at the Marian altar in Saint 
theresa of avila Church,  

West Roxbury

Confessions are heard in St 
Lawrence Church 11:00-12 noon 
Saturdays by priests of Opus Dei. 
Confessions are also heard by parish 
clergy on Wednesday, March 27th 
6:30-8:00 p.m. Confessions are heard 
in St. Mary’s Church, Brookline 
every Saturday 2:45-3:30 p.m. and 
in Lent on Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 
p.m. Confessions are heard in St. 
theresa of avila, West Roxbury 
every Saturday 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 
thursday February 28th after 4:00 
p.m. Mass, and also on Wednesdays 
in Lent 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Ñ the Boston Choral Ensemble 
will be performing tallis’s forty-part 
motet Spem in alium at its concerts 
on March 8 & 9, 2013.

Friday March 8 at St. Paul’s Church, 
Cambridge at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday March 9 at Holy Cross 
Cathedral, Boston at 8:00 p.m.
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mercy meet—just as they did for 
the woman caught in adultery. 

Presumably, that woman took 
seriously Our Lord’s advice (or 
command, really) about sinning no 
more because she was moved by His 
justice and mercy alike. What should 
be our response to this story? First, a 
prayer of thanksgiving to almighty 
God for the many manifestations of 
His mercy to us. Second, a prayer 
of petition that, seeing ourselves as 
sinners, we would be as ready to 
extend mercy to others as we are to 
receive it for ourselves. 

With whom did you most identify 
as i read today’s Gospel: the 
woman? the crowd? Jesus? Your 
honest answer will tell you how near 
or far you are from the experience 
of salvation, which embraces both 
God’s justice and God’s mercy. 

the Revd Peter M.J. Stravinskas 
¶ Father Stravinskas preached this sermon 
on The Fifth Sunday of Lent. March 21, 
2010 (based on John 8:1-11) when he was 
also with us for St Joseph’s Day Mass that 
year. His most recent visit to us was in 
October 2011. 

CAUGHT IN 
ADULTERY 

“On the breast of her gown, 
in red cloth…appeared the 

letter a.” With that intriguing line, 
nathaniel Hawthorne begins The 
Scarlet Letter, his story of a woman 
almost literally branded as an 
adulteress. Some people would see 
in today’s Gospel passage the direct 
opposite approach taken by Jesus. 
While i am not sure “opposite” 
is the right word, i would say it 
was certainly very different. For a 
few minutes, let’s explore Jesus’ 
handling of the adulteress, for His 
style there is a pattern He used with 
every other kind of sinner, which 
obviously includes the way He 
relates to you and me. 

We usually speak of this woman 
as having been “caught in adultery.” 
in reality, she was “caught” in more 
ways than one: She was caught 
between a vengeful crowd and a 
great teacher, Whom she would 
only gradually come to know as a 
merciful Lord. Rather than look at 
her—as the crowd was intent on 
doing -let us fix our gaze on Jesus. 
What lessons can we learn? 

First of all,we discover Our Lord 
did not whitewash her behavior. He 
didn’t blame a non-loving mother 
or a bad neighborhood or a deprived 
childhood for her action. He didn’t 
rationalize or psychologize her 
immorality or guilt away; He called 
a spade a spade: “avoid this sin,” 
He commanded. Observe, too, that 
she never defended herself or made 
any excuses, either. 

Secondly, we notice that Christ 
never defended her to the crowd. 
What He did do, however, was to 

place her sin in a broader context—
namely, against the background of 
their sins. thus were they all placed 
in the untenable position of having 
to declare themselves sinless to 
qualify as potential condemners of 
her. 

thirdly, we find Jesus giving the 
adulteress—and us—the assurance 
that He is not out to harm anyone, let 
alone condemn. Being committed to 
the truth, though, He must remind 
her of the inappropriateness of 
her actions in the light of God’s 
Law. the truth may not always be 
pleasant but, in the final analysis, it 
is liberating. after all, mercy means 
nothing if there is every reason to 
expect or hope for mercy. Mercy 
only makes sense if justice calls for 
condemnation. 

We spend our whole lives long 
trying to balance the demands of 
justice with the demands of mercy; 
they seem so irreconcilable in our 
normal human experience—as 
parents, teachers, clergy, or just plain 
human beings. in God, however, 
justice and mercy are in perfect 
equilibrium. Believe it or not, we see 
it clearly operative in as unpleasant 
a subject as hell. How so? Who is 
God? St. John says, “God is love.” 
What is sin? Sin is a refusal of love 
or a refusal to love. What is heaven? 
Heaven is possessing and being 
possessed by love for all eternity. On 
the final day, as the Lord judges our 
actions—or better, our lives—we 
must not appear as people who have 
consistently rejected love through 
sin, for God’s justice will declare it 
so and then His mercy will allow us 
to choose our own deficient brand 
of happiness in an eternal hell. God, 
you see, in His mercy will not force 
His love on us. and so, justice and 
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HOLY WEEK 
The Great Week 

SUnDaY 24th March is Palm 
Sunday, the start of the 

greatest week in our Catholic 
year—Holy Week. the apparently 
triumphal entry of Christ the King 
into Jerusalem was the start of a 
tremendous drama on the stage of 
human history. in this drama the 
main protagonist is of course Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
although the entire initiative of what 
happened in the first Holy Week 
lies with God, we also have a part 
in the drama. We are all involved 
in the fact that Christ died, not least 
because we are all beneficiaries of 
that atoning death. if there had been 
no sin to deal with, perhaps Our 
Lord would have concluded His life 
on earth in a different way. But there 
was sin to deal with. there was an 
infinite burden of sin weighing 
down upon humanity, and only He 
Who was like us in all things but 
sin, only He was able to payoff the 
accumulated debt that was owing to 
the all-just and all-merciful Father. 
What the Man of Sorrows endured 
for us in Holy Week was absolutely 
necessary, in order that the race 
which He had created and which He 
values so highly might be rescued 
from its own otherwise unstoppable 
death wish. 

Christ rides into Jerusalem. the 
King takes possession of His city. 
We have the hindsight of faith in 
understanding the significance of 
that entry into the Holy City. Perhaps 
we can appreciate something of the 
irony of that prophetic spectacle, 
the King riding upon a donkey. 
Many of the Jews who cheered Our 

Lord would also have been aware 
of the significance of the donkey. 
it was a fulfilment of one of the 
Messianic prophecies. the King 
of israel would come to meet His 
people riding on a beast of burden. 
We know what was to happen to 
Him later that week. But those who 
waved the palm branches and laid 
their garments at His feet, did they 
know how the King Whom they were 
acclaiming would later be treated? 
Later in the same week that King 
would be humiliated and tortured 
in the barbaric charade of a mock 
coronation: His royal scepter—a 
reed, His imperial diadem—a 
crown of thorns. that King would 
be spat upon, beaten about the face, 
and jeered at. the King would be 
despised and rejected of men, a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief. 

On that first Palm Sunday, many 
of those who cheered Him on His 
way into Jerusalem were doubtless 
sincere. He alone knew in advance 
the details of what later awaited 

Him, and that foreknowledge must 
have sharpened the bitterness of 
His Passion. to know in advance 
that those who applaud us are those 
who will later turn against us, such 
knowledge can only increase the 
agony of betrayal. the betrayal 
of Christ by Judas was sealed by 
the traitor’s kiss in the garden of 
Gethsemane. Small wonder that the 
King sweated Precious Blood. 

as we prepare to celebrate once 
again the drama of Holy Week, let 
us honestly face up to a few home 
truths. We often greet Christ as 
our King and maybe our greeting 
is sincere, for as long as it lasts. 
How often do we gratefully reach 
out to the Saviour as He rides into 
our lives in the holy sacrament of 
penance. How often do we eagerly 
grasp at the consoling relief of His 
unlimited forgiveness. How often 
do we acclaim Him as Lord and 
God when we feast upon Him in 
the Blessed Sacrament of the altar. 
But what then? after taking the 
King’s pardon in absolution and 
after welcoming His royal presence 
in Holy Communion, how long 
will it be before our hearts harden 
yet again, and we then slip back so 
easily into the role of Judas. For 
thirty pieces of silver Judas sold 
his Master and his own soul to the 
devil. are we any better? For what 
cheap trifles and delusional baubles 
do we turn our back on the Lord 
Whom so little time before we were 
acclaiming as King and Saviour? 

Palm Sunday is the primordial 
feast of Christ the King. Before we 
also shout ‘Hosanna’ let us examine 
ourselves and try to estimate our 
loyalty. 

Lord Jesus, King and centre of all 
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hearts, ride into our lives today 
as once You rode into Jerusalem. 
Take possession of Your own. 
Save us from any further shameful 
betrayals in which the Enemy 
may try to ensnare us, and then 
do with us as You will. Teach us 
how to follow in Your footsteps 
to the Cross, that we may also 
follow You in Your rising from 
the tomb, and so come to that 
heavenly kingdom, where now 
You live and reign for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

the Provost 
¶ This article is taken from the Oratory 
Magazine. (April, 2011, vol. 88, 
No.1079. a publication of the Brompton 
(London) Oratory. 

CLEANSING THE 
TEMPLE 

it was no longer His Father’s 
house, it was their house. the 

earthly temple ceases to be God’s 
dwelling place when it becomes 
the center of mercenary interests. 
Without Him, it was not a temple 
at all. 

Here, as elsewhere, Our Blessed 
Lord was proving Himself to be 
the only One Who came into the 
world to die. the Cross was not 
something that came at the end 
of His life; it was something 
that hung over Him from the 
very beginning. He said to them: 
“Destroy,” and they said to him, 
“Crucify.” no temple was ever 
more systematically destroyed 
than was His Body. the dome 
of the temple, His head, was 
crowned with thorns; the 
foundations of it, His sacred feet, 

were riven with nails; the transepts, 
His hands, were stretched out in the 
form of a Cross; the Holy of Holies, 
His Heart, was pierced with a lance. 

Satan tempted Him to an apparent 
sacrifice by asking Him to fling 
Himself down from the pinnacle 
of the temple. Our Lord rejected 
this spectacular form of sacrifice. 
But when those who had polluted 
His Father’s house asked Him for a 
sign, He offered them the sign of a 
different kind, that of His sacrifice 
on the Cross. Satan asked Him to cast 
Himself down; now Our Blessed Lord 
was saying that He would, indeed, be 
cast down to the obloquy of death; 
His sacrifice, however, would not be 
a piece of pointless exhibitionism, 
but an act of redemptive self-
humiliation. Satan proposed that He 
expose His temple to possible ruin 
for the sake of exhibitionism, for 
the sake of display; but Our Lord 
exposed the temple of His Body to 
certain ruin for the sake of salvation 
and atonement. 

Fulton J. Sheen
The Life of Christ 

¶ Archbishop Sheen was a renowned 
preacher, author, and television personality. 
The cleansing of the temple incident is the 
Mass gospel for November 22nd this year. 
But the event described occurred on Palm 
Sunday, according to Saint Luke. 

COin FOLDERS distributed at the begin-
ning of Lent should be returned soon after 
Easter. Proceeds benefit Catholic Chari-
ties.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


