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HABEMUS PAPAM!

Pope Francis
Clockwise from top center: Pope waving from balcony of 
St. Peter’s. Young Fr. Bergoglio with family. Archbishop 
Bergoglio washing feet of recovering addicts. Cardinals 
Bergoglio and Ratzinger with Bd. Pope John Paul II. Pope 
Francis giving a blessing from balcony of St. Peters.
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(John 20: 8) 

IT is Easter Sunday morning. Only 
they do not call it that. Peter and 

his colleagues are scattered. They 
have just spent the worst two days  
of their lives. Between great bouts 
of grief and remorse they are mostly 
trying to figure out how to get out of 
town! Just when things cannot get 
any worse, they do. 

The first news of Easter Day is 
bad news. It is a report completely 
lacking in faith. “They have taken 
away the Lord out of the tomb.” Peter 
and John (who calls himself “the 
other disciple” in his own Gospel 
account) take Mary Magdalene’s 
fears and doubts at face value. Their 
minds are set on practical matters. 
Now that it is too late, they would 
do anything for Jesus. Neither Peter 
nor John is predisposed to believe 
in the Resurrection. If the grave 
has been disturbed, the Lord’s body 
must be found and laid to rest again. 
It is as simple as that. 

When they arrive at the tomb, we 
are given a factual account with no 
attempt to sell anything. There isn’t 
a miracle in sight. No angels appear 
to them. They didn’t find thebody. 
But they do tell of what they did 
find: grave clothes, the ones that 
had been used to wrap up the body 
of Jesus. The grave clothes are quite 
empty. 

Then they notice something else; 
and at least for one of them, when 
he thinks about it, the sight is quite 
remarkable. The burial shroud 
lies collapsed; the napkin actually 
retains the shape of a head. This 
whole scene is described with an 

artless realism, a take-it-or-leave-
it attitude, inviting us to draw our 
own conclusions. 

The very position, the way these 
grave clothes lay, was enough for 
John to carry conviction to his own 
mind. “He saw and believed.” See 
what a contrast there is between 
plain evidence and spiritual vision. 
The intuitive leap forward, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, far out-distances 
the evidence. Resurrections do 
not happen. To jump from an 
appreciation of the way the grave 
clothes look, deflated or collapsed, 
to a conclusion that Christ is alive, 
is, to say the least, a reach! But for 
John, this leap of faith is what makes 
sense of the plain evidence. It was as 
if the body had passed through the 
cloth wrappings without disturbing 
them. 

The facts demand interpretation, 
and for John, no other explanation 
is possible. Suddenly it all comes 
together: the Cross, the victorious 
suffering, the empty tomb, fall 
into place as component parts of a 
spiritually consistent pattern. John 
sees the hand of Almighty God in 
all of it. And he knows that as a 
consequence the world is a different 
place than he once thought. A new 
creation has begun! 

Both Peter and John will, later on, 
encounter the Risen Christ. The 
power of the Resurrection will bring 
courage and joy to all the timid 
and grief-stricken disciples. That 
power turned them into marvelous 
confessors and martyrs. After the 
Ascension, it is through the Church 
that this power of the Resurrection 
for the regeneration of mankind has 

been extended, has been widened 
and deepened, by her proclamation 
and ministrations to souls throughout 
the Christian ages. 

For those who believe down those 
ages, the decisive factor is the inner 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. One 
man comes to faith and another is 
unmoved by identical evidence. 
One falls in love and another does 
not, in nearly identical experiences 
and circumstances. I know that the 
facts surrounding my calling to be 
a priest would leave most every 
other person unmoved and going a 
different way. Sometimes, perhaps 
for you, the external evidence was 
compelling, and the Holy Spirit 
indeed did the connecting. But it 
would all look silly to everyone else. 
Do not bother about that very much! 
Never be ashamed to tell your story, 
and to give account of the faith that 
is in you. And remember that Saint 
John would understand. For him it 
was all in the particular way some 
empty grave clothes were lying on 
a stone slab! 

“He saw and believed.” These 
words record the victory of faith 
in the heart of one disciple; the 
victory which is Christ’s victory, 
communicated to a man. Saint John 
and Saint Peter have not yet seen the 
Lord risen and glorified, but they 
have seen enough to know that He 
still lives. This is the Easter faith. 
Alleluia! 

Father Bradford 
¶ This sermon was preached on Easter 
Day, April 4, 1999, in St Aidan’s Church, 
Brookline. 

“He saw and believed.”



 Contra Mundum Page 67

SHORT NOTES
Ñ April 2nd is the anniversary of 
the death of Pope John Paul II, who 
reigned as Supreme Pontiff from 
1978–2005. May he rest in peace. 

Ñ Many thanks to those who 
contributed towards the cost of 
Easter flowers for use in Saint 
Lawrence Church. Memorials and 
thanksgivings were listed in the 
Easter service leaflets. 

Ñ St Athanasius Day, May 2nd, is a 
Thursday this year. We will observe 
our patronal feast with Solemn Mass 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for 
parishioner Ronald Jaynes will be 
offered at Mass on Saturday, April 
13th. May he rest in peace.

Ñ The Archdiocese of Boston’s 
Eucharistic Shrine, St. Clement 
Shrine (1105 Boylston St, Boston) 

staffed by the Oblates of the Virgin 
Mary (www.omvusa.org) invites you 
to spend an hour a week with Jesus in 
Eucharistic Adoration. You can sign 
up to adore or find more information 
at www.AdorationBoston.org or 
by calling  (617) 536-4141. Free 
parking is available.

Ñ Fr. Bradford’s sermon “Little 
Time Engines” was reprinted in the 
March-April issue of The Catholic 
Response, published by Fr. Peter 
Stravinskas (www. jhcnewman.org/
Cathresp.html).

Ñ The 2013 Respect Life Walk, 
sponsored by  Massachusetts 
Citizens for Life (MCFL) will be 
held at 2 p.m. on April 28th at Castle 
Island in South Boston. Proceeds 
from the walk are donated to pro-life 
organizations. To register, donate 
or find out more information, visit 
www.respectlifewalk.org.

SATURDAY 
ANGLICAN USE 

MASS 
8:00 a.m.

St. Theresa of Avila Church,  
West Roxbury

(in the main church  
at the Marian altar)

REGINA CœLI
From Easter Day until Pentecost

Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven: 
alleluia.

He to whom thou wast meet to 
bear: alleluia.

As he promised hath arisen: 
alleluia.

Pour for us to God thy prayer: 
alleluia.

∕ Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin 
Mary, alleluia:

± For the Lord is risen indeed, 
alleluia.

O GOD, who by the resurrection 
of thy Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ hast brought joy to the whole 
world; grant that through his Mother 
the Virgin Mary we may obtain the 
joys of life everlasting. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

EVENSONG AND BENEDICTION  
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Second Sunday of Easter

Divine Mercy Sunday
April 7, 2013

5:00 p.m.
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MARY was not wrong in 
supposing Him to be the 

gardener, she was only wrong as to 
what sort of gardener He was, and 
what sort of living, growing things 
He was there to tend. 

Because from His death there had 
sprung and there still springs new 
life for every human being who 
will accept it. The corn of wheat 
has fallen into the ground, and so 
it has not abided alone, but it has 
brought forth much fruit. The new 
life presses upwards at Easter into 
the lives of men and women. His joy 
comes into the hearts of boys and 
girls, surpassing even the natural 
joy of childhood; they ‘leap up’ and 
do very great things for Christ’s 
sake; men and women in middle life 
grow with new strength to heights 
that have till now been beyond their 
reach; trees old, and getting hard 
and gnarled, burst through, please 
God, with fresh green leaves in 
quite unlikely places. 

‘Tis the spring of souls to-day, 
Christ hath burst His prison, 
And from three days’ sleep in 

death 
As a sun hath risen; 
All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dark, is flying 
From His Light, to Whom we 

give 
Laud and praise undying. 

“Tis the spring of souls to-day.’ 
The new life of Christ presses up in 
you and me, and if only we do not 
set our wills against it, quite lovely 
things may bloom in our lives to the 
great glory of God, and to the joy 
or our fellow men and of ourselves. 
In the place where He was crucified 
there is a garden, and you and I and 

all men are to grow in it. And our 
Blessed Lord, Who is the Gardener, 
will tend us as gardeners do. 

As the new life which has come to 
you and me in the place where He 
was crucified grows and develops 
in us during these forty days, and 
through the great feasts which follow 
them, will you sometimes remember 
that in this garden of the Lord the 
procedure is not very different in 
many ways from what takes place 
in an ordinary garden. So I think we 
shall learn to trust the Gardener a bit 
more, and that will be very much to 
the good of the garden as a whole, 
and of the plants which are you and 
me, and probably of the other plants 
also. Then, as the Gardener comes 
to something rather painful or 
inexplicable or delightful to us, we 

shall not make the mistake Mary for 
a moment made, but we shall know 
quite well that He is the Gardener; 
and still as He comes to us He will 
call us by name, and very happily 
we shall say our Rabboni, which is 
to say, being interpreted, ‘Master.’ 
Because anything which He does 
to us, or permits others to do to us, 
will, if we let it, be the means of our 
tending to His greater glory. And that 
is all that really matters in heaven or 
earth. And whichever it may seem 
like to us, the Gardener makes no 
mistakes about His business. 

Dom Bernard Clements, OSB 
¶ Dom Bernard Clements (+1942) was 
a famous vicar of All Saints’ Margaret 
Street, London, and much sought after as 
preacher and retreat leader in the Church 
of England. 

THe GaRdeneR 

Christ and Magdalen Albrect Durer (1471-1528)
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BRITISH MARTYRS 
& CONFESSORS

Over the years 200 men and women have 
been beatified for their heroic witness 
to the Catholic Faith in the British 
Isles during and after the Protestant 
Reformation. Here we continue brief 
mention of some of these individual 
martyrs.

Blesseds RoBeRt andeRton and 
William maRsden 
Priests and Martyrs (+1586) 

IN 1580, two students for the 
priesthood, Robert Anderton and 

William Marsden, arrived at the 
English College in Reims, France. 
Anderton was ordained a priest in 
1584, Marsden in 1585. In February 
of 1586, the two priests boarded a 
ship for England, hoping to serve the 
persecuted Catholics of their native 
country. When the ship encountered 
a storm, the vessel was driven to 
England’s Isle of Wight. 

Shortly after disembarking, both 
men were arrested, suspected of 
being priests. A sympathetic judge 
attempted to free them by urging 
them to say that they were simply 
travelers bound for Scotland. The 
two priests, however, refused, 
explaining, “We were sent here to 
preach truth, and we must not, at 
our first setting out, give in to a 
lie. The truth is we are both priests, 
and we set out from France with a 
design of coming to England, that 
we might here exercise our priestly 
functions, and reconcile the souls 
of our neighbors to God and his 
Church:’ 

The judge replied, “Nay, then, the 
Lord have mercy on you, for by the 
laws you are dead men.’ Fathers 
Anderton and Marsden were drawn 
and quartered on April 25, 1586. 

Reprinted from Magnificat, April 2012, 
Vol. 14, No. 2, p. 278. With permission of 
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers, 
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215 
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All 
rights reserved.

THIS MAN IS  
STILL THERE 

EVEN those who deny the 
historical reality of Christ’s 

Resurrection will admit that during 
the few weeks following his death 
his disciples believed that they saw 
him, that they spoke with him, that 
they encountered him in definite 
places: on a village road in the 
evening or in a garden on the edge 
of a lake where they were fishing. 
While they were at table behind 
closed doors, Christ entered and 
one of them put his fingers in the 
wounds of his hands, his feet, and 
his heart. Whether or not they 
were under an illusion, they were 
convinced that they had seen him; 
and their certitude transformed the 
cross of the Crucified, which was 
a scandal and an opprobrium, into 
a source of hope so abundant that 
even today it slakes our thirst...

Today, after so many centuries, this 
man is still there--chosen, betrayed, 
abandoned, rediscovered, like a 
friend or like a lover. He remains 
just as we know him in the Gospels, 
with his inordinate demands, 
separating man from woman and 
woman from man, destroying the 
human couple to the scandal of 
many. All the words he spoke during 
his mortal life are audible to us. The 
fire he came to kindle upon the earth 
has become a conflagration which 
sometimes flares up before our 
eyes but which most often smolders 

and creeps, something like those 
underground fires in the heath that 
spread through the roots and turf. It 
would be an astonishing mystery if 
people, being so deeply moved, are 
merely victims of a mirage. 

François Mauriac 
¶ François Mauriac (1885–1970) was one 
of the greatest Catholic writers of the 20th 
Century. He was a Nobel Prize laureate 
“for the deep spiritual insight and the 
artistic intensity with which he has in his 
novels penetrated the drama of human 
life.” 

IN THEIR 
OWN WORDS 

“Does the fact that large majorities 
in society, even large majorities 
within the protesting religious 
community, reject a particular 
religious belief make it permissible 
for the government to weigh in on 
one side of that dispute?” 
Bishop William C. Lori of Bridgeport, 
Conn. testifying at a Congressional hearing 
February 16, 2012 considering mandatory 
birth control coverage. (New York Times, 
February 17, 2012 issue). 

THE EARLY 
CHURCH FATHERS 

I NEVER SAW

WHENEVER I reflect on my 
own conversion as well 

as that of CHNI members and 
the guests on The Journey Home 
program, the idea of “the verses 
we never saw” always rises to the 
top of the list of what opened our 
hearts to the Catholic Church. In 
other words, some Scripture, that 
we seemingly never noticed before 
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or never clearly understood, all of 
a sudden caught our attention, or 
was pointed out to us, and voilà, we 
were on the “journey home.”

Also at the very top of that list 
must be placed the writings of the 
Early Church Fathers. Certainly 
an amazing majority of converts 
mention how reading the Early 
Church Fathers, either for the 
first time or for the first time with 
awareness, convinced them that 
the early Church was amazingly 
Catholic and certainly not Pro-
testant!

With this in mind, I’d like to present 
a small sampling of quotes from 
these early Christian writers. This 
list of references that support the 
early presence of Catholic teaching 
and practice could be almost 
endless, but here are a few of those 
that were specifically influential in 
my own conversion.

“Owing to the sudden and repeated 
calamities and misfortunes 
which have befallen us, we must 
acknowledge that we have been 
somewhat tardy in turning our 
attention to the matters in dispute 
among you, beloved … Accept our 
counsel, and you will have nothing 
to regret… If anyone disobey the 
things which have been said by 
Him through us, let them know 
that they will involve themselves 
in transgression and in no small 
danger…You will afford us joy 
and gladness if, being obedient to 
the things which we have written 
through the Holy Spirit, you will root 
out the wicked passion of jealousy.”

—St. Clement of Rome
Letter to the Corinthians, 1: 58–59, 

63, A.D. 80

Ignatius, who was from the East, 
wrote seven letters in all to seven 
churches, but it was only in his 
letter to the church in Rome, quoted 
below, that he expressed such 
exalted praise of the bishop!

“Ignatius… to the church also 
which holds the presidency in the 
place of the country of the Romans, 
worthy of God, worthy of honor, 
worthy of blessing, worthy of 
praise, worthy of success, worthy 
of sanctification, and, because you 
hold the presidency in love, named 
after Christ and named after the 
Father.”

—St. Ignatius of Antioch
Letter to the Romans, 1:1, A.D. 110

Irenaeus, a bishop from the region 
of France, who learned his faith 
from Polycarp, who learned his 
faith from John, demonstrates 
below the assumption of his day: 
that all churches must agree with 
the Church of Rome. How would a 
Protestant have to re-write this?

“It is possible, then, for every 
Church, who may wish to know the 
truth, to contemplate the tradition 
of the Apostles which has been 
made known throughout the whole 
world. And we are in a position 
to enumerate those who were 
instituted bishops by the Apostles, 
and their successors to our own 
times… But since it would be too 
long to enumerate in such a volume 
as this the successions of all the 
Churches, we shall confound all 
those who, in whatever manner, 
whether through self-satisfaction 
or vainglory, or through blindness 
and wicked opinion, assemble 
other than where it is proper, by 
pointing out here the successions 

of the bishops of the greatest and 
most ancient Church known to all, 
founded and organized at Rome 
by the two most glorious Apostles, 
Peter and Paul, that Church which 
has the tradition and the faith which 
comes down to us after having been 
announced to men by the Apostles. 
For with this Church, because of its 
superior origin, all Churches must 
agree, that is, all the faithful in the 
whole world; and it is in her that the 
faithful everywhere have maintained 
the Apostolic tradition.”

—St. Irenaeus
Against Heresies, 3, 3, 1-2, c. AD 

190

What most impressed me about the 
next quote is that, as John Henry 
Cardinal Newman pointed out in 
his Essay on the Development of 
Doctrine, this defense of the primacy 
of the bishop of Rome, expressed 
rhetorically not defensively, 
predates by nearly a hundred years 
the conciliar definitions of the 
Trinity and the divinity of Christ!

“The Lord says to Peter: ‘I say to 
you,’ He says, ‘that you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
Church’…On him He builds the 
Church, and to him He gives the 
command to feed the sheep; and 
although He assigns a like power 
to all the Apostles, yet He founded 
a single chair, and He established 
by His own authority a source and 
an intrinsic reason for that unity. 
Indeed, the others were that also 
which Peter was; but a primacy is 
given to Peter, whereby it is made 
clear that there is but one Church 
and one chair. So too, all are 
shepherds, and the flock is shown 
to be one, fed by all the Apostles in 
single-minded accord. If someone 



 Contra Mundum Page 71

The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
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does not hold fast to this unity 
of Peter, can he imagine that he 
still holds the faith? If he desert 
the chair of Peter upon whom 
the Church was built, can he 
still be confident that he is in the 
Church?”

—St. Cyprian of Carthage
The Unity of the Catholic 

Church, 1st edition, A.D. 251

The following two quotes from 
very influential Churchmen of 
the fourth century address the 
sacrilege of schism from the 
Church established by Jesus in 
his Apostles centered around 
Saint Peter:

“(T)hey have not the succession 
of Peter, who hold not the chair 
of Peter, which they rend by 
wicked schism; and this, too, 
they do, wickedly denying that 
sins can be forgiven even in the 
Church, whereas it was said to 
Peter: “I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound also in 
heaven, and whatsoever thou 
shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed also in heaven.” And the 
vessel of divine election himself 
said: “If ye have forgiven 
anything to any one, I forgive 
also, for what I have forgiven I 
have done it for your sakes in the 
person of Christ.”

—St. Ambrose of Milan
On Penance, Book One, Ch. 

VII, v. 33, c. A.D. 390

“There is nothing more serious 
than the sacrilege of schism 
because there is no just cause 
for severing the unity of the 
Church.”

—St. Augustine
Treatise On Baptism Against the 
Donatists, Bk 5, Ch. 1, A.D. 400

Finally, this last quote from the early 
second century beckons to those 
outside the Church to come home:
“For as many as are of God and of 
Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. 
And as many as shall, in the exercise 
of repentance, return into the unity of 
the Church, these, too, shall belong 
to God, that they may live according 
to Jesus Christ. Do not err, my 

brethren. If any man follows him 
that makes a schism in the Church, 
he shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. If any one walks according to a 
strange opinion, he agrees not with 
the passion of Christ.”

—St. Ignatius of Antioch
Letter to the Philadelphians, 3.2, 

ca. A.D. 110
¶ This excerpt is taken from an article 
that originally appeared in the November 
2009 issue of the Coming Home Network 
International newsletter, © 2009 by the 
Coming Home Network International. Used 
with permission.

FROM THE FILES
Next April a succession of religious 
festivals will take place in Venice 
to celebrate the 800th anniversary 
of the consecration of Saint Mark’s. 
According to tradition, the church 
was first built in 828, when the 
body of St. Mark was sent from 
Alexandria to Venice; a large part 
of this church was destroyed by fire 
in 976, when the present edifice 
was begun; it was not completed 
till over a hundred years later.

¶ Our thanks to parishioner Eva Murphy, 
who is a librarian by training and a 
genealogist, for providing this brief 
article. It was taken from the Boston 
Evening Transcript, Monday, February 
4, 1895. Saint Mark’s Day is April 25th, a 
Thursday this year.

COIN FOLDERS distributed at the begin-
ning of Lent should be returned soon after 
Easter. Proceeds benefit Catholic Chari-
ties.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


