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AN ORDINATION SERMON

“It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,
it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of
Darkness, it was the spring of hope,
it was the winter of despair, we had
everything before us, we had nothing
before us, we were all going direct to
heaven, we were all going direct the
other way...”

T

HE simplistic generalizations
which Charles Dickens gives
us in the opening paragraph of his
Tale of Two Cities are also heard
in the secular society of our own
day: the best of times, the worst
of times. And just as in secular
society, Holy Mother Church has
no shortage of naive optimists, nor
any shortage of seemingly incurable
pessimists. For some professional
pessimists, especially those with
little knowledge of Church history,
the Church of today has totally lost
her way, has completely sold out
to secularism: the worst of times.
Equally unrealistic are the gullible
optimists who claim that everything
in the Church’s garden is just lovely
as it is, and getting better all the time:
the best of times. In fact, neither of
those positions is actually true. The
truth, as usual, is more complex, and
therefore more demanding.

The joy of an ordination to the
sacred priesthood, and the privilege
of being present at a newly ordained
priest’s first Solemn Mass, those
sublime realities cut across the
simplistic nonsense of both naive
optimism and blinkered pessimism.
The unalterable supernatural facts
of the Catholic priesthood and the
Catholic Mass are a wonderful
reminder that God is God in every
age, and the salvation He offers us
in the Church Christ founded is the
same, yesterday, today, and for ever,
until this world passes, and God’s
Kingdom comes in all its fullness.
Some things never change, never
can change, never will change:
revelation, redemption, the offer
of salvation, the hope of glory, the
vision of God.

have their origin in the unfathomable
mystery of predestination, Christ the
Lord calls some men to serve Him
as priests of His new and eternal
covenant. We don’t know why He
chooses some rather than others,
but He does. Those He chooses He
calls, and those He calls He then
ordains. He ordains them to share
in His own unique priesthood. That
priesthood encompasses many
necessary tasks, but for the moment
let us consider just one in particular
-the task of standing at God’s altar
and offering up to the Almighty the
sacrifice of Calvary, the sacrifice of
the Mass. At Mass, a priest stands at
the foot of the Cross, and in union
with all the intentions of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, the priest raises
the oblation of the Cross up to the
Eternal Father. Before it is possible
to offer that sacrifice, the substance
of the sacrifice must of course be
made present. In that sense, a priest
also takes his place by the Lord in
the upper room, and with the Lord’s
own mandate and by the Lord’s own
power, the priest consecrates and
confects the Blessed Sacrament.
Then he offers it, first to God, then
to God’s family, thus giving the
people a share in the efficacy and the
content of the sacrifice.

For reasons which ultimately are Those tasks are at the heart of
known only to God, reasons which a priest’s life, and because they
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involve eternal realities, they
transcend the comparatively irrelevant and contingent detail which
may or may not surround the heart
of that matter. A priest offers Mass.
He may do it in Latin, and in an
increasingly globalized world we
think we often should do it in Latin,
the official language of the Holy
Roman Church. He may also do
it in vernacular languages. He can
do it with noble ceremonies and
heavenly music, or he can do it
plain and spoken. It’s all the same.
It’s the Mass. The heart of the Mass
is the Real Presence of Christ, His
self-oblation to the Father and
His feeding of God’s people with
Himself, the Bread of life. These
are the heart of the matter. These are
the realities which should shape a
priest’s daily life. What happens at
the altar has to become not simply
something that the priest does, but
rather more, something that he is.
In his daily life, the priest has to
become in himself that which he
does and makes real at the altar:
healing presence, self-sacrifice,
sustenance for others.
The upper room, and the foot of
the Cross: that is where a priest
stands at Mass. In that sense the
Mass dissolves time, and makes
past realities truly present here and
now. But that of course is not the
end of the story. Our Lord’s offering
of Himself is not confined to past
or present. It is also connected
inextricably with the future, the
ultimate arrival of the Kingdom
of God in all its fullness. Each
time a priest offers the Eucharistic
Sacrifice, we are a little nearer to
the full splendour of the Kingdom
of heaven. Here and now we only
glimpse that Kingdom. We shall
start to see the Kingdom clearly
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only on the Last Day, when Christ
is revealed, His majesty unveiled.
The calendar date of that Last Day
is not what matters. What matters
is that it really is coming, and for
those who live in God’s friendship,
that Last Day is not something to
fear. No, it is something to long for,
something to celebrate, something
to anticipate, even before it happens.
That also is what a priest does at
Mass. He celebrates the glory of
Christ and the beauty of Christ,
but he celebrates it in advance, in
anticipation of its full manifestation.
Mass offers-up the death of Christ,
and what we get back in return is
resurrection, but resurrection veiled,
scaled-down to our own small size.
In advance of its full and ultimate
appearing, we do receive the glory
of the risen Lord, even though for
the present moment that glory is
scaled-down in proportion to what
we are capable of receiving. If we
received here and now the glory of
the resurrection in its unveiled and
unmitigated totality, we would fall
apart. We simply couldn’t take it.
The Lord knows that, and so He
gives it to us in advance, day by day,
feast by feast, Sunday by Sunday,
year by year. Here and now, again
and again, He gives us a foretaste, a
pledge, of what awaits us in the City
of God: the resurrection of the body,
and life eternal.
For any of us there will be days
which may seem like the best of
times, though I think that most
priests would say that for them such
days are comparatively rare. There
are also days that might seem like the
worst of times. It is precisely on those
days that a priest needs to cling ever
more faithfully to the consolations
of his task at the altar. A priest’s life,
like any disciple’s life, is a tale of

two cities, but not at all like in the
novel by Charles Dickens, thank
goodness. The two cities we deal
with are quite different. They are
the two cities delineated for us with
such prescience by St.Augustine in
the early fifth century. We live and
work in the City of Man, but we are
on our way to the City of God. We
might say that one day we hope to
get there. But that’s only one way
of putting it. We can also put it
another way. We can also say that
what we hope for is already on its
way to us. Each and every time
that Christ comes among us in the
Mass, we are a little closer to His
final coming, that ultimate parousia
which we so long for, the vision of
Himself unveiled. To behold Christ
in glory, face to face in light, is the
true purpose of every single human
life that ever was and ever will be.
Father, in your life as a priest,
every time that you celebrate Holy
Mass, God is giving you the time
you need -the time we all need -to
become accustomed to Him, a time
to prepare for His ultimate arrival,
a time to yearn for His coming. In
short, such time is a time for Now
is the time for us to love God and
serve Him in His people, more and
more, day by day.
The Provost
¶ This sermon was preached in the
Brompton Oratory on October 23, 2011.
It was published in The Oratory Magazine
(December, 2011, Vol 88 No. 1087) the
parish paper of The London (Brompton)
Oratory.
¶ On Saturday May 25, 2013 Cardinal
O’Malley ordained five men to the Sacred
Priesthood: John Cassani, Thomas
Macdonald, Jr., Jacques McGuffie, Gerald
Souza, and Christopher Wallace. Please
remember them in your prayers.
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The Mission of
Evangelization

I

N 1975, Pope Paul VI issued
Evangelii
Nuntiandi,
an
encyclical reaffirming the laity’s
role in evangelization:

THE CENTRE
OF THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE

by which the faithful are helped
to understand the meaning of the
liturgy’s words and actions, to pass
from its signs to the mystery which
they contain, and to enter into that
HE Eucharist is a great mystery in every aspect of their
mystery! And it is one which lives.
above all must be well celebrated.
Mane Nobiscum Domine
Holy Mass needs to be set at the
Blessed John Paul II
centre of the Christian life and
celebrated in a dignified manner ¶ The Solemnity of Corpus Christi is
in the United States on Sunday,
by every community, in accordance observed
June 2nd this year.
with established norms, with the
participation of the assembly, with
the presence of ministers who
carry out their assigned tasks, and
with a serious concern that singing
and liturgical music be suitably
“sacred”. One specific project of WHAT HE SEES
this Year of the Eucharist might
Philosopher Charles Taylor, a 2007
be for each parish community to
Templeton prize winner was quoted
study the General Instruction of
in the Boston College Magazine,
the Roman Missal. The best way to
winter 2012 edition as saying, “I
enter into the mystery of salvation
see the Catholic tradition as plural,
made present in the sacred “signs”
as starting from different points.”
remains that of following faithfully
Mr Taylor is quite wrong about that.
the unfolding of the liturgical year.
The Catholic tradition begins with
Pastors should be committed to
the Resurrection of Christ. Anything
that “mystagogical” catechesis so
else is a non starter.
dear to the Fathers of the Church,

T

“Lay people, whose particular
vocation places them in the midst
of the world and in charge of the
most varied temporal tasks, must
for this very reason exercise a very
special form of evangelization.
Their primary and immediate task
is not to establish and develop the
ecclesial community- this is the
specific role of the pastors- but
to put to use every Christian and
evangelical possibility latent but
already present and active in the
affairs of the world.” (#70)

continued on page 85

IN THEIR OWN
WORDS
[Oxford don and later Anglican
Archbishop of Dublin] Richard
Whately was a fair-minded man
who advocated civil rights for
Catholics and Jews. He had
his own sense of humor, which
inspired him to satirize the new
skeptical Biblical critics by
using their critical methods to
prove that Napoleon Bonaparte
never existed. In this, he was a
precursor of Ronald Knox who,
a century later, used modern
canons of literary criticism to
prove that Tennyson’s poem “In
Memoriam” had in fact been
written by Queen Victoria.
Father George Rutler
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Thanks to Father James J.
O’Driscoll for being our celebrant
and preacher at Sunday Mass on
May 12th. He is a longtime friend and
frequent participant in our liturgies
and serves as Parochial Vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland.
Ñ Thank you to those who read
the Acts 2:1-11 Lesson in a foreign
language at Mass on Pentecost. This
year’s readers were: Philip Crotty
(Latin), David Burt (Greek), Steve
Cavanaugh (Spanish), Joe McLellan
(French) and Wilfrid Veldkamp
(Dutch).
Ñ Father James DiPerri observes
his silver anniversary of ordination
to the Sacred Priesthood with a
special Mass on Sunday, June 2nd.
Congratulations to this fine priest.
Ñ Parishioner Althea Cavanaugh
received her degree from Bowdoin
College in May and will begin
work at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in New York City where
she will share an apartment with her
sister Molly. Congratulations and
best wishes.
Ñ The Solemnity of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus is Friday, June 7th.
Masses in St. Theresa of Avila
Church are 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Ñ The Sowerby Mass setting (Fifth
Communion Service numbers 747749) will be sung at Sunday Masses
beginning June 9th. We will also be
using the Old Scottish Chant Gloria,
number 739.
Ñ Saturday Anglican Use Mass is
celebrated at 8 a.m. each week at the
Marian Altar in St. Theresa of Avila
Church, West Roxbury.
Ñ Saint Barnabas Day is Tuesday,
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June 11th. And the Solemnity of the
THE GOSPEL
Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
OF LIFE
is Monday, June 24th. Daily Masses
in St. Theresa’s Church are at 6:45
OPE Benedict has served the
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Daily Mass in St.
Church well; he will continue to
Mary of the Assumption Church, serve the Church with his witness of
Brookline is at 12:10 p.m.
a life of prayer. My own interaction
Ñ The Museum of Science, Boston with him has been in the arena of
is hosting a temporary exhibit now the defense of human life from
through October 14th called Dead abortion. Not only has he continued
Sea Scrolls: Life in Ancient Times. to articulate the Church’s pro-life
Included in the exhibit are fragments teachings, but has taken important
of the priceless scrolls (some never initiatives to implement them.
displayed in North America), along
How very encouraged we all were,
with one of the most comprehensive a couple of years ago, when he began
collection of antiquities from the Advent season with a special
Israel ever organized. For more prayer service dedicated to the
information visit www.mos.org or unborn, and urged bishops around
call 617-723-2500.
the world to do the same. And in
his planning of this Year of Faith,
Pope Benedict put on the calendar
of official events the day in honor of
the Gospel of Life, to be observed
in Rome on June 16. (Incidentally,
you are invited to join us on our
pilgrimage to Rome, June 10-17. See
details at GospelOfLifePilgrimage.
Ñ AdorationBoston will present com.) I suspect that this will be the
the Vatican International Exhibition start of an annual “Day of Human
of The Eucharistic Miracles of the Life” to be observed in the Church.
World on Sunday, June 2nd from
10:00 a.m – 10:00 p.m. at St. Clement This year’s message for the World
Eucharistic Shrine (1105 Boylston Day of Peace, moreover, stressed
St, Boston) staffed by the Oblates the fact that there can be no peace if
of the Virgin Mary. This exhibit we allow abortion to continue. And
includes an extensive assortment in his encyclical Caritas in Veritate,
of photographs and historical Benedict XVI pointed out how the
descriptions of some of the principle fight for the right to life is integral to
Eucharistic Miracles throughout the the Church’s commitment to social
ages and across the globe. Each of justice, and cannot be subtracted
the 140 miracles has been officially from it.
recognized by the Church. More
Fr Frank Pavone
information is available at www. ¶ This article appeared in the March-April
AdorationBoston.org.
2013 issue of Priests for Life (Vol. 23,

P

Number 2) a publication of Priests for Life,
P.O. Box 141172, Staten Island, NY 10314.
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British Martyrs & Confessors
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“Evangelization” continued from page 83

Over the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness to the
Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation. Here
we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed William Harcourt
(Barrow)

Priest, Religious, and Martyr (1610–1679)

T

HE Jesuit priest Father
William Harcourt had served
the Catholics of London for about
thirty-five years, praying daily for
the grace of a martyr’s death, when
in May of 1679 he was arrested on
the false charge of having plotted
against England’s King Charles
II. He was one of many Catholics
falsely accused in this manner by
the ex-Jesuit student Titus Oates.
Father Harcourt had eluded capture
for over a year by assuming various
disguises until he was betrayed by
an informer. At Father Harcourt’s
trial, a false witness accused him of
having spoken of an army of fifty
thousand men prepared to establish
“popery” (i.e., Catholicism). At his
execution on June 20, 1679, Father
Harcourt affirmed his innocence,
declaring to the onlookers, “As I
hope by the merit and Passion of my
Lord and sweet Savior, Jesus Christ
for eternal bliss, I am as innocent
as the child unborn of anything laid
to my charge.” He added that he
forgave his accusers, and prayed for
the welfare of the king and queen.
He ended with a plea: “I humbly
beg the prayers of all those who are
in the communion of the Roman
Church; if any such. be present.”
Reprinted from Magnificat, June 2012,
Vol. 14, No. 4, p. 312. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.

Every Pope since Paul VI has
reechoed this urgent call to the
laity urging them to unabashedly
Blessed John Gavan
begin to evangelize the whole
Priest, Religious, and Martyr (1640–1679)
of culture and the world for
NGLAND’s King Charles II Christ. This has been termed the
(1660–1685) was well disposed “New
Evangelization” which
toward the Catholic faith, but anti- is principally focused on “reCatholic hostility prevailed in the proposing” the Gospel to those who
English Parliament. The Jesuit have experienced a crisis of faith.
priest Father John Gavan, a native
of London, had served his fellow Yet, for this to occur there must
English Catholics for eight years be in the Church a move from
as a gifted preacher when he was ‘maintenance’ to ‘mission’ with
arrested in 1679. He was one of the attendant requirement to
dozens of Catholics falsely accused emphasize personal conversion
of plotting against the king, a libel through programs which encourage
propagated by the ex-Jesuit student individuals to integrate their faith
Titus Oates. At Father Gavan’s experience into their daily lives.
trial, a false witness named Stephen Such programs must always at their
Dugdale testified against the priest. center emphasize the person of Jesus
When Father Gavan asked Dugdale Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit and
to look him in the face, the witness, the profound intimacy offered by the
unnerved, faltered in his speech. Father to all of his children. From
After being sentenced to death, the font of this relationship the laity
Father Gavan was offered a pardon as evangelists can begin to freely
if he would admit to the alleged share their faith stories and to elicit
conspiracy, but he answered that the faith stories of others with the
“he would not murder his soul to goal of calling each other to deeper
save his body” by making such a conversion. It is only then, from the
false confession. At his execution center of this experiential reality,
on June 20, 1679, Father Gavan that the laity can meaningfully
prayed aloud, “I have nothing else begin the new evangelization of the
to do now, my great God, but cast modern world.
myself into the arms of your mercy...
This means the mission of
I hope in you above all things, for evangelization is both within and
your infinite fidelity; and I love you without, first to the community of
above all things, for your infinite believers, and then to the world
beauty and goodness.”
itself—which desperately needs
the hope which only the gospel can
Reprinted from Magnificat, June 2012, provide.

E

Vol. 14, No. 4, p. 301. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.

¶ From the web site of St. Gregory the
Great Ordinariate Community in Beverly,
Mass., www.saintgregoryordinariate.org.
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the role of chief shepherd was given
to Peter ...when Peter had already
been dead for 20 or more years after
the gospels were written? Was it just
an interesting historical incident?
Or was Peter’s pastoral authority
already of continuing importance in
the Church? When you decide for
the second answer, you are ready to
become a Catholic.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa
of Avila Church on Friday, June 9, 2000.
The gospel text was John 21:15-19.
¶ The Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul is
Saturday, June 29th.

A

OTHER
BUSINESS

FTER the miracle breakfast on
the seashore (a favorite Easter
appearance of the Risen Lord) Jesus
had other business. It involved
the restoration of Peter and his
commission as the shepherd of the
flock.
The First Vatican Council in
1870 cited this passage, along with
Matthew 16 and the giving of the
keys, in relation to its declaration
that Peter was constituted by Christ
as chief of all the apostles and visible
head of the Church.

include the larger New Testament
and early church background of
Peter’s activities and how they
were seen. Nevertheless, this
commissioning in today’s gospel
puts to rest any attempt to construct
Christianity apart from St Peter. For
after the miracle breakfast the other
apostles fade into the background
of the scene, and are mentioned
only by inferior contrast to Peter.
The force of Christ’s question is not
to restore Peter to equality with the
other apostles. For He says to Peter
“Do you love Me more than these?”
It seems clear the Lord has a special
primacy in mind. And although
in John’s gospel all the apostles
are called to become “fishers of
men” only Peter is addressed in
the language of shepherding. And
we remember Jesus saying on a
previous occasion “there shall be
one faith, one shepherd.”

Adult Christian converts to
Catholicism look at these texts
carefully. For most inquirers,
deciding to enter the Catholic
Church involves accepting that the
Church is what she claims to be:
The Church of Christ, and that Peter After reflecting upon all this,
finally it needs to be asked why it
is the visible head of the Church.
was important for St John’s gospel
The case for Peter cannot be made (and Matthew and Luke as well) to
from today’s gospel alone, but must remind the Christian Church that

ONGOING
CONVERSION
“Certainly, every convert is a
gift to the Church and re-presents
a serious responsibility for Her
...especially in the case of adults,
such converts bring with them a kind
of new energy, an enthusiasm for the
faith, and a desire to see the Gospel
lived out in the Church. They would
be greatly disappointed if, having
entered the ecclesial community,
they were to find a life lacking
fervor and without signs of renewal!
We cannot preach conversion unless
we ourselves are converted anew
every day.”
John Paul II
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WHAT WE BRING TO MASS

WONDER how many of us come to the Eucharist only physically
present, without any expectant faith, any excitement over what we are
doing. Perhaps we come to the Eucharist only for what we get out of it and
we do not thank God or praise him for giving himself to us.
Faith is a decision. We have to put effort into it. One might say about the
Mass, “I don’t understand it, I don’t feel a thing, but I believe it.”
If you come to Mass with the right attitude, your life will change. Our
churches are often packed with people who come and leave the same way.
You ask yourself, “Is it Jesus? Did he change? Is he not fulfilling his
promises?” Or could it be that I do not have the expectant faith to allow
him to touch my life and answer my needs?
He’s the same Jesus yesterday, today, and forever. He is the Jesus who
healed in the Gospel. So he must be fulfilling his promises of answering
his people’s needs.
We can blame the priest for our lack of faith when we say the priest is
boring or not charismatic or too loud or too timid, but the priest is not
really the issue. The real issue is our own faith...
We have to look beyond ourselves and beyond the priest’s humanity to
see what he represents at the Mass and what he is doing...
The Church obliges us to
attend Mass, not because
Jesus needs us, but, like all
good mothers, the Church
knows we need the Bread of
Life to live in a world that
Jesus himself told us would
hate us, because it hates
him.
We need to be strengthened
for our joumey. Food for
soul and food for body: this
is what he gives us in the
Mass.
Sister Briege M. McKenna,
O.S.C.
Miracles Do Happen

SUMMER ALTAR FLOWERS
You may sign up now for a Sunday
to provide flowers for either the high
altar or the·Marian altar. The high altar
requires two arrangements of an ample
nature, the Marian altar one smaller
arrangement. The flowers· may be
from your own garden, or your florist.
We do have a variety of vases at the
church should you need one or two.
After Mass you may take your flowers
home. But do sign up. The flower chart
will be available after Mass at coffee
hour.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

