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TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES

N May 12th Pope
Francis canonized
more than 800 Catholic
men who were residents
of the southern Italian
port city of Otranto. In
1480 those 800 men had
been beheaded en masse
for refusing to convert
to Islam after their city
had been captured by a
Turkish Muslim fleet. For
some reason I had missed
knowing about the Otranto
atrocity. I did know about the Ninth
Century martyrs of Cordoba, where
48 men and women were publicly
decapitated for refusing to convert
to Islam when most of Spain was
under Muslim rule. The Cordoban
emirate is often held up as a model of
peaceful coexistence. But tell that to
the Christians there whose churches
were destroyed, who were required
to pay the jizya poll tax on infidels,
and who as djimmi (the euphemism
means “protected” but also “guilty”)
were treated as inferior in Shariah
law. The Ninth Century Cordoba
tactics would be very familiar to
Christians in Northern Nigeria
today.

the 14th Century Byzantine emperor
Manuel II Palaiologos on Islam.
“There you will find things only evil
and inhuman, such as [the Prophet
Mohammed’s] command to spread
by the sword the faith he preached.”
The Holy Father was seeking a
minimum basis of conversation in
ordinary decency. The way forward,
Benedict was urging, must be found
in an explicit rejection of the use of
violence as an act that has religious
sanction. But the Pope’s remarks
(which quoted a 14th century ruler)
provoked a fatwa against Benedict
in Pakistan, church burnings and
bombings in the West Bank, threats
of jihad from al Qaeda, and the
murder of a nun in Somalia. Most of
In a 2006 academic lecture the Muslim intellectual world was
in Regensburg, Pope Emeritus silent, but not the Catholics! The
Benedict XVI quoted a remark from liberal magazine Commonweal told

its readers the pope’s
remarks
were
“illconceived.”

Dialogue
with
Islam is difficult. Just
understanding Islam is
difficult. That is because
Islam is ambiguous.
When fanatics in Mali kill
Christian men, women,
and children, in the name
of pure and authentic
Islam, no one can tell
them they are wrong. The most that
can be said is that although tolerance
is a part of Islam, it is also possible to
choose violence. Mayor Ousamane
Halle of Timbuktu was quoted as
saying, “I deplore the departure
of the Christian community. But I
cannot guarantee their safety. And
these are people that have lived side
by side with us for centuries.” But
neither Mayor Halle nor anyone else
can tell the Salafist Muslim terrorists
they are wrong. After all, the title
deeds of Islam call the whole world
outside of Islam “the sphere of war.”
Because in Islam the will is the
dominant factor in experience rather
than the intellect, any means used to
advance Muslim hegemony can be
understood as the will of Allah.
As you know, Muslims hold that the
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Qur’an came directly from God and
allows no interpretation. That makes
it nearly impossible for Islamic
intellectuals to make distinctions or
derive different interpretations from
points of the law. And since in Islam
there is no consideration of natural
law, non-Muslims have no common
ground apart from religion upon
which to even begin discussion.
We all see those multicultural
bumper stickers on automobiles
proclaiming
COEXIST.
The
message is that Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam, and all
religions, believe in the “same”
God by different expressions. But
Chesterton warned us that although
most religions may be alike in some
external ways, they differ in what
they believe God to be.
“To proclaim that Christians and
Muslims have the same God, and
to hold to that, believing thereby
that one has brought the debate to
its term, denotes only a superficial
approach. Their Gods do not
partake in the same discourse, do
not put forward the same values,
do not propose for humanity the
same destiny, and do not concern
themselves with the same manner
of political and legal organization
in human society. The comparative
reading of the Gospel and the Koran
by itself demonstrates that the two
universes are unlike. From Christ,
who refuses to punish the adulterous
woman by stoning, one turns to see
Mohammed ordaining, in the same
circumstances, the putting to death
of the unfaithful women. One cannot
follow Jesus and Mohammed.”
[Sylvain Gouguenheim, writing in
The Brussels Journal in 2009. Dr.
Gouguenheim, born in 1960, is a
French medieval historian.]

Contra Mundum
Prior to his becoming Supreme
Pontiff, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
published a collection of lectures he
titled Truth and Tolerance: Christian
Belief and World Religions.
(Ignatius Press, 2004) The Cardinal
asked, “Does the question of truth
belong in religion?” And he went
on to remind us that Moses changed
the game plan. Prior to Exodus, the
notion of a religion being untrue
was foreign to ancient peoples.
They could consider religion pure
and impure, or sacred or profane.
But Moses went after false gods.
When the rebellious Hebrew people
in the desert desired to return to the
fleshpots of Egypt, it was a yearning
for religion without respect for truth.
It is relativism, Cardinal Ratzinger
urged, that is the most profound
difficulty of our age. When religious
faith is more a personal experience
than a matter of humanity seeking
a truth greater than itself, faith
itself is relegated to the realm of
make-believe. Ratzinger likens it to
“the thesis of 20th century German
theologian Rudolf Bultmann that
believing in a God who is Creator of
heaven and earth does not mean that
we believe that God really created
heaven and earth but only that we
understand ourselves as being his
creatures and thereby live a more
meaningful life.” And Bultmann
was accepted hook-line-and-sinker
in modern Catholic seminaries.
Islamist jihad is alive and well! The
Coptic Catholic men who pump gas
for me at the old Texaco station on
the VFW Parkway in West Roxbury
can tell you what you do not read
in The New York Times! Regarding
Islam we must follow the dictum
of St Thomas Aquinas: We must
understand a position urged against
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the truth. Journalist/broadcaster
Tom Brokaw certainly comes down
on the side of relativism when he
asserted on “Meet the Press” that
American drone warfare be linked
to the Boston bombings. How
can drones, which are employed
to protect peace-loving civilians
from terrorists (but which also
can occasionally go astray and kill
innocent people) be equated with
Tamerlan Tsarnaev who in coldblooded calculation designed and
deployed anti-personal shrapnel
bombs with the specific intention
of killing and maiming civilians
watching a marathon race?
Influential people will obfuscate.
Catholics should listen to Ratzinger,
not Brokaw!
One who did not obfuscate was
John Quincy Adams (1767–1848)
sixth president of the United States.
He wrote,
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“In the seventh century of the
Christian era, a wandering Arab of the
lineage of Hagar [i.e. Mohammed]
the Egyptian, combining the powers
of transcendent genius, with the
preternatural energy of a fanatic, and
the fraudulent spirit of an imposter,
proclaimed himself as a messenger
from Heaven, and spread desolation
and delusion over an extensive
portion of the earth. Adopting from
the sublime conception of the Mosaic
law, the doctrine of one omnipotent
God, he connected indissolubly with
it the audacious falsehood, that he
was himself his prophet and apostle.
Adopting from the new Revelation of
Jesus, the faith and hope of immortal
life, and of future retribution, he
humbled it to the dust by adapting
all the rewards and sanctions of
his religion to the gratification of
the sexual passion. He poisoned
the sources of human felicity at the
fountain by degrading the condition
of the female sex, and the allowance
of polygamy; and he declared
undistinguishing and exterminating
war as a part of his religion, against
all the rest of mankind. The essence
of his doctrine was violence and lust:
To exalt the brutal over the spiritual
part of human nature. Between these
two religions, thus contrasted in their
characters, a war of twelve hundred
years has already raged. The war is
yet flagrant. While the merciless and
dissolute dogmas of the false prophet
shall furnish motives to human action
there can never be peace upon earth
and good will towards men.” [Italics
in the original.]

One wonders if the ghost of John
Quincy Adams was standing on
the streets of Boston in profound
sadness on April 15, 2013.
Father Bradford
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THE VERY FIRST RIGHT

T

ODAY we are celebrating
the 234th anniversary of the
Declaration
of
Independence,
the political turning point in the
establishment of the United States
of America, the Birth of Our
Nation. There are many beautiful
expressions in the Preamble of the
Declaration of Independence. One
of these expressions speaks about
“certain inalienable rights” which
have been endowed on us by the
Creator, and among these are the
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. It is a sad fact of history
that the very first right explicitly
written down by the Founders of
our country, the right to life, has
been and continues to be whittled
away and compromised in this time
in which we live. Sad to say, the old
axiom has proven true with regard
to the right to life—”might makes
right”. The power, the might, of
the United States Government has
brought this about, resulting in the
deaths of over forty-five million
unborn children since the Roe vs.
Wade Decision of the United States
Supreme Court in 1973. The final
words of the National Anthem have
proven to be only partly true—”The
land of the free and the home of
the brave”. Those words, which
have described the character of the
American people for generations,
have a tainted meaning at the
present moment. Over the years,
the leadership of our great nation
seems to have been free enough,
but not so brave, when confronted
with decisions which have led to so
many deaths—forty-five million—
in thirty seven years. It would seem
that they went a bit wobbly and

failed to stand firm on the matter of
innocent human life.
Some how or other, our nation has
indulged in an abuse of freedom,
which has led to the establishment
of the culture of death. This abuse
of freedom, however, seems
to have been based on a basic
misunderstanding. It seems to be
based on the idea that freedom
means that I am free to do what
I choose to do, regardless of the
consequences. If this idea were to be
acted on in every national, political,
institution, or family situation, we
would not long survive, few of us
would remain standing.
Sadly, however, we have, in the
laws of our nation, the misapplied
idea of freedom with regard to taking
the life of innocent, defenseless,
unborn children—forty-five million
of whom have never seen the light
of day. And, we have managed
to include, among the victims of
the abortion culture, the women
and girls who, in very difficult
circumstances, have been led by the
laws of the land to believe that it is
acceptable to take the lives of their
own children.
What, one may ask, is the answer
to this scenario? How can it be
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that we are fighting two wars in
defense of freedom and, at the
same time, our laws have allowed
the deaths of over forty five
million children? This has gone
on so long—thirty-seven years—
and there is so much confusion
about the fact that something that
is legal is not necessarily moral,
that a change in attitude will be a
long time coming. But the basis
of the change in attitude will have
to be the realization that freedom
is not freedom to do what I want,
regardless of the consequences.
As Catholics, we need always to
remind ourselves and—gently but
clearly—remind others that the
great challenge of our lives is to use
our freedom for good and not for
evil, to choose freely to love God
and everyone else, to love and to
serve God and everyone else—not
putting ourselves first but last.
When personal freedom is more
important than loving God and
keeping His Commandments,
when my personal freedom is more
important than, for instance, the
life of an unborn child, then I am
abusing my freedom. I have made
myself more important than God,
the Author and Giver of Life.
On this Independence Day, it is
so important to understand what
“freedom” really means, lest, in this
great nation, we end up continuing
what can only be described as an
ongoing massacre of innocent,
defenseless, unborn children who
have no independence or freedom
of any kind.
Msgr. William M. Helmick
¶ Msgr. Helmick is Pastor of St. Theresa of
Avila Parish in West Roxbury. This sermon
was preached at Mass on July 4, 2010.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Several holy days occur during
July. St Thomas the Apostle is
Wednesday July 3rd. St Mary
Magdalene is Monday, July 22nd.
And St James the Greater is
Thursday, July 25th. Masses in St.
Theresa’s Church, West Roxbury
are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Ñ Parishioner Arthur Swanberg
turns 90 years of age on July 2nd.
He is living in Boynton Beach,
Florida, recovering, thanks to lots of
therapy, from a bad fall, and would
appreciate hearing from people he
knows.
Ñ First Masses of newly ordained
priests were held in St Theresa’s
Church for Fr. Joseph O’Keefe,
SJ on June 16th and Fr. Thomas
MacDonald, on June 30th. Both
priests have connections to the
parish. Congratulations and best
wishes.
Ñ
A year’s-mind Mass for
parishioner Helen Smith will be
celebrated at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 9th in Saint Theresa’s Church.
You are invited to attend.
Ñ A memorial service for David
Burt’s sister, Janet Chalmers, will be
held on Friday, July 5th, 5-7 p.m. at
the Quissett Harbor House, Quissett
Harbor, Falmouth. Janet died May
30th after a lengthy illness. She was
68 years old. May she rest in peace.
Ñ The American Chesterton Society
is holding its annual conference
August 1st-3rd at Assumption
College in Worcester, Mass. The
theme of the conference is “The
Chesterton Solution: Education,
Economics & Everything Else”.
Those interested may read more
on the society’s web site, which

also allows registration for the
conference: www.chesterton.org/
events/natl-conf-2013/
Ñ Summer Concerts: Leslie and
Jennifer Hunt will be performing as
part of the summer series of concerts
offered by the Metropolitan Wind
Symphony. July concerts are at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, July 11th, 18th, and
25th in Hastings Park, Lexington,
and at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 21st
at Pinebank Promontory in Jamaica
Plain. For more information you
can access the symphony’s website,
www.mws-boston.org.
IN THEIR OWN WORDS
The Archdiocese of New York
recently honored the late Mayor
of New York, Edward Koch, who,
although Jewish, was a great
friend of the Church. Cardinal
Dolan in his sermon said that
the Mayor recognized that the
Catholic Church provided much
of the glue, by way of education
and social services, that kept the
city together. And the Cardinal
reminded worshippers, (including
many of the late mayor’s friends
specially invited to the Mass),
that Mayor Koch and Cardinal
O’Connor were great personal
friends and had written a book
together. It·was called His
Eminence and Hizzoner.
When reading about the New
York Mass in the morning papers,
Msgr. Helmick added his own
remembrance. When Cardinal
O’Connor would welcome visitors
to the Sunday Mass at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral he would tell them “If
you need to know what to do, just
watch Mayor Koch!” (who always
had a front-row seat).

Contra Mundum

Page 93

British Martyrs & Confessors

THE PRINCE
OF PEACE

Over the years 200 men and women have been beatified for their heroic witness to the
Catholic Faith in the British Isles during and after the Protestant Reformation. Here
we continue brief mention of some of these individual martyrs.

Blessed Richard Simpson
Priest and Martyr (c. 1553-1588)

Blessed George Swallowell
Martyr († 1594)

It was as a Protestant minister
that Richard Simpson, of Well,
England, came to question the
tenets of Protestant opposition to
Catholic teachings. His decision
to convert to the Catholic faith led
to his imprisonment. Upon being
released, Richard studied for the
priesthood in France. Following his
ordination around 1578, he returned
to England and spent nearly
ten years serving the country’s
Catholics persecuted under Queen
Elizabeth I. In1587 Father Simpson
was exiled, but he soon returned in
secret: In 1588 he was re-arrested
and condemned to death for his
priesthood. His execution, however,
was postponed. It was at this time
that Father Simpson’s courage
began to fail. He was on the verge
of apostatizing when two fellow
Catholic priests imprisoned with
him, (Blesseds) Nicholas Garlick
and Robert Ludlam, persuaded him
to remain steadfast in the Catholic
faith. Deeply remorseful, Father
Simpson spent the remaining days
before his execution doing penance
for his temporary lapse, fasting,
keeping night watches of prayer,
and wearing a hair shirt. On July 24,
1588, he was executed by drawing
and quartering, suffering with great
constancy.

George Swallowell was a
Protestant minister of Houghton
Spring, England, when he visited
a Catholic layman imprisoned for
his faith. George began a doctrinal
debate with the man, a contest he
soon found himself losing. When
the Catholic prisoner pointed out
the absurdity of claiming that Queen
Elizabeth I was supreme head of the
Church, George began to recognize
the fallacy of his own beliefs. Not
long afterward, he mounted the
pulpit of his church to announce that
he had been in error in professing
the Protestant religion, and would
no longer lead services there. He
was quickly jailed. In July of 1594,
George was tried together with two
Catholic priests, (Blesseds) John
Boste and John Ingram. Seized with
fear, George agreed to conform to
the Protestant religion. Father Boste
turned to him and asked, “George
Swallowell, what have you done?”
Immediately George repented of his
lapse and repudiated his preceding
words, declaring that he would
die in the same faith as that of the
priests. Father Boste turned to him
again and placed his hand upon his
head to absolve him. George was
drawn and quartered with merciless
brutality on July 26, 1594.

Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2012,
Vol. 14, No. 5, p. 329. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.

Reprinted from Magnificat, July 2012,
Vol. 14, No. 5, p. 352. With permission of
Magnificat® USA, P.O. Box 822, Yonkers,
NY 10702. To order call 1-866-273-5215
or Web site: www.magnificat.com. All
rights reserved.

Statue of Christ the Redeemer of the Andes, erected in the mountainous border
of Argentina and Chile to symbolize the
peace the two countries concluded, largely
in response to a series of encyclicals by
Pope Leo XIII and work of Bishop Benavente of Buenos Aires and Ángela Oliveira
Cézar de Costa, leader of a Christian group
that met at the Dominican-run Lacordaire
School.

T

HIS morning I want to talk
to you about PEACE. This is
not peace as the absence of war or
fighting, or peace as in “peace and
quiet”, the opposite of noise and
confusion. I want to talk about peace
as in PERSON, the person who is
the origin of peace and its goal. I
am talking about Jesus our Lord. At
Christmas the angels sang about the
birth of the Prince of Peace. And on
Easter Day evening after Jesus rose
from the dead, His disciples saw
Him in an upper room. They were
frightened until He said “Peace be
with you.”
It is Jesus Who not only brings
peace, He IS peace. Peace is one of
the personality traits of Jesus. What
can we say about you? Can we say
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SOLEMN EVENSONG &
BENEDICTION

you are bright, a quick learner, a
good athlete, a good singing voice,
a good and kind friend to others?
All of that might be a description of
your personality, of you.
What can we say about the
personality of Our Lord Jesus?
One of the things we can say is
that He is peace. Anything at any
time and anywhere that has peace
is a reflection of its origin in Jesus
Himself Who is peace.

Sunday, July 14, 2013 5:00 p.m.
Chapel of St Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
¶ We will take advantage of Saint Theresa’s air conditioning for this summer
service. A reception will follow the service. Our summertime parish picnic
will be scheduled for a date at the end of the summer.

Here is the best part. When Jesus
dwells in our hearts we have that
peace in us. It is a peace that others
can recognize as coming from the
Lord. They will see it, and they will
want it too.
Remember all those other
definitions of peace: the absence of
war, peace and quiet as the opposite
of noise and confusion. But you will
get to the heart of the matter when
you remember that peace is Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace, Who
says to us “Peace be with you.”
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford
at a school Mass in St Theresa of Avila
Parish, n.d.

PARABLE OF THE GOOD
SAMARITAN

T

O DO ACTS of neighborly
conduct is indeed a good and
holy thing. But all such acts can and
often do lead to a sense of patronage
and condescension and the fostering
of a sense of superiority and pride.
Doing good to others in a material
way may sometimes be a hindrance
to our coming to the Kingdom of
God. Look hard at the parable and
SATURDAY ANGLICAN you see Jesus telling us that the
USE MASS
person you must love is not the one
Holy Mass is offered every Saturday you can help but the persons who can
at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar help you, and especially the person
in Saint Theresa’s Church,West who in ordinary circumstances is
the one you do not like.
Roxbury.

¶ An excerpt from a sermon preached by
Father Bradford on July 15, 2007. The
Parable of the Good Samaritan is the
Sunday Gospel on July 14, 2013. (Luke 10:
25-37)
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‘Touch me not’
See the dust on the path lamely dragging:
No, let her be, Mary moves towards her peace,
Deep calls unto deep, a grave for a grave,
A carcass drawing towards a carcass in that unhappy
morning;
Three days was this one in a grave, in a world that died
In the cry in the afternoon. It is finished,
The cry that drew blood from her like the barb of a
sword.
See her, Christ’s Niobe, drawing with her towards the hill
The rock of her pain from the leaden Easter
Through the dark dawn, through the cold dew, through
the heavy dust,
To the place where there is a stone that is heavier than her
torn heart;
Uneasily the awkward feet find their way over thorns
With the annoyance of tears doubling the mist before her,
And her hands reaching out to him in barren grief.
Her moan is as monotonous as a dove’s,
Like Orpheus mourning Eurydice
She stands amongst the roses and cries without mourning
‘They have taken away my Lord, taken him away,
To disciple and angel the same cry
‘And I know not where they have laid him.’
And to the gardener the same frenzy.
Made wild. Broken. She sank within herself in her grief.
The understanding reels and reason’s out of joint, until
He comes and snatches her out of the body to crown
her—
Quickly like an Alpine eagle falling on its prey—
With the love that moves the stars, the power that is a
Word
To raise up and make alive: ‘and he said unto her, Mary,
She turned herself and said unto him, Rabboni.’
SAUNDERS LEWIS
¶ Saunders Lewis (1893–1985) was a Welsh poet, dramatist, historian, and
literary critic. Late in life he pleaded for Mass said in Latin in Wales. He
noted that “the foreign language of English” was a later arrival.

Noli me tangere by Albrecht Durer 1471–1528

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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