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THE CHRISTIAN REVELATION

he deepest and most
glorious mystery of the
Christian Faith is the Dogma
of the Holy Trinity. Trinitarian
thinking permeates every
aspect of man’s response
to Divine Revelation. That
is because Christianity is a
monotheistic religion and
is the full revelation of the
One God we are confronted
by in a Father, a Son, and a
Holy Spirit. The doctrine of
the Trinity came to whatever
full expression it can have
on earth after the Incarnation
(specifically in the teaching of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
realization of the consequences
of Who Jesus Christ is.)

When we read the Old
Testament dogmatically, i.e.,
in light of the full revealing
of God in Christ (as opposed
to reading it exegetically, i.e.,
“what the Old Testament prophets
knew and when did they know it”)
we see many foreshadowings, in
the ancient scriptures. of the later
Trinitarian faith. It was in response
to Christian use of the scriptures
that the Hebrew Bible continued
to be “fine tuned” as late as the
9th century in order to play down
the revelatory climate in the Old

is sometimes presented in
our own day as a smoke-andmirrors compromise between
unitarianism and tritheism.
St Augustine teaches as the
starting point in Catholic
doctrine that “Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit mean a divine
unity in an inseparable equality
of one and the same substance,
and therefore are not three
Gods but one God: though the
Father has begotten the Son,
and therefore he who is Father
is not Son; the Son is begotten
from the Father, and therefore
he who is Son is not Father; the
Holy Spirit is neither Father
nor Son, but only Spirit of
Father and of Son, himself coequal with both and belonging
to the unity of the Trinity.” De
Trinitate 1.7

Augustine was not content
Testament which so inspired early
with an appeal to Greek mythology or
Church fathers.
even to identifying foreshadowings
It was St Gregory of Nyssa, in his or footprints of the Trinity in creation.
4th century Oratio Catechetica, who He believed that the invisible things
began the handbook for instruction of God are perceived in things that
are made, and that the highest of
of converts. Gregory suggested
created things, the human spirit.
that the Greek pagan beliefs in
shows this evident trinity in unity.
polytheism actually prepared for Augustine calls this three-fold unity
the conception of plurality in unity. memory, understanding, and will. He
Nevertheless, Trinitarian theology
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does warn not to push the analogy
too far. There are differences
between the created image and the
divine original. But it is important to
remember that Augustine begins his
De Trinitate with the data of Holy
Scripture and insists his teaching is
securely grounded in the scriptural
revelation.
That the doctrine of the Holy Trinity
began to be more fully articulated in
the Fourth Century was a result of
several connected factors. The end
of persecutions, shortly followed
by the Christian faith becoming
the official religion of the Roman
Empire, led to the rise of theological
speculation. And when wrong things
were being said about Jesus Christ,
it was not enough to say they were
wrong. The Church had to say what
was right.
The Trinity is a distinction of Three
Persons. We are taught to think of
the Eternal Father as begetting,
outside of time, a Son Who is equal
in glory with Himself. The Father
gave utterance to a Word Who
is the express image of Himself.
This Word is timeless. uncreated,
and personal. And from these two
Persons, the Father and the Son,
proceeds a third Person. the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the love of
the Father for the Son and the love
of the Son for the Father. The Holy
Spirit is also personal.
He have no record that any of
this language of the doctrine of the
Holy Trinity comes from Our Lord
Himself. But it is nevertheless the
only language which safeguards
the Christian revelation. Professor
John Burnaby, among others,
asserted that it would be foolish to
maintain that the Christian life of
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the ordinary man or woman will be
injured or impeded by a defective
intellectual grasp of Trinitarian
doctrine, or that the Athanasian
Creed in its insistence that correct
thinking on the Trinity is necessary
for everyone who seeks salvation.
But it is a slippery slope from that
position to saying Jesus of Nazareth
was a first century Palestinian who
put his pants on one leg at a time
just like the rest of us.
We must be careful to say that it
is not true that God the Father is
the same God as non-Christians
believe in. We may not claim we
are Christians if we think God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit are
special “Christian additions.” God
is only One God. But His unity is
revealed in three Persons. This word
“person” is not quite the same as
when we use it to describe people.
In the Godhead, each of the three
personae is Himself perfect God.
If Almighty God were simply a
“father” then creation would be
necessary for God in order to have
something to love. That is absurd.
Anything that exists besides the
Blessed Trinity is not necessary to
either the existence or happiness
of God. The good news is that.
fortunately for us. by an act of
voluntary love. God has brought
creation into existence.
Rabbi Richard Spiegel of
Kalamzoo, Michigan, was wrong
to object (after the funeral service
of a Jewish man whose widow had
asked me to lead the service) that I
had included a Trinitarian formula
in my prayers. I reminded the rabbi
that as a Christian I knew of no other
way to address Almighty God. In an
effort to be ecumenically sensitive I

LAMMAS DAY is August 1st.
The word itself is a contraction of
“loaf” and “Mass” and describes
the thanksgiving for the harvest,
when bread made from the first
ripe corn was consecrated at the
Mass (which was the feast of
St Peter ad Vincula in medieval
times). In Scotland, Lammas Day
was one of the “quarter-days”
when tenancies began and ended
and quarterly payments made.
cannot leave the Son and the Holy
Spirit on the cutting room floor!
Almighty God has told us· He
is Three and One. In the New
Testament Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are all spoken of as God
and as distinct. Yet in the New
Testament it is also declared that
there is only One God. And so the
Church’s teaching, the fruit of her
prayers and contemplation, guided
by the Holy Spirit, is to be trusted,
even if it goes beyond what we can
understand.
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah
had a glimpse of all this in his vision
of the:angels’ worship of God in

Contra Mundum
Heaven. In the Sanctus at Mass we
join in that heavenly chorus, adding
our voices connected to eyes which
cannot see God to those of the
angels who behold His beauty face
to face.
The Missale Romanum text is
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus
Deus Sabaoth. And in the English
translation of 2010 that is rendered
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of
hosts.” That is a vast improvement
over the 1969 translation rendered
“Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of
power and might.” But where is
the sense in English that the holy
angels were worshipping the Triune
God? My 1960 St. Joseph Sunday
Missal had a comma after the third
“Holy” both in Latin and in English.
And my King James Version of the
Bible, while admittedly without
Catholic approbation, renders Isaiah
6:3 as “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
of hosts:” At the February Boston
Symphony concerts presenting
Haydn’s “Mass in Time of War”
the text provided read, “Sanctus,
sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus
Sabaoth.” But my 1966 LP album
of the same work also enclosed the
text as “Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus
Dominus, Deus Sabaoth.” Deciding
to check a bit further, I found that
my equally old LP recording of
the Mozart Requiem provided a
Sanctus that read “Sanctus, sanctus,
sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth!”
and in English “Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of Hosts!” Who decides
where the commas go? We cannot
worry about the phonograph record
companies of course. But what
about the Church?
Now of course the prophet Isaiah
could not know the full impact of
Trinitarian theology. Neither do

we, not in this life! And Isaiah was
interested in rehabilitating the belief
that the Lord is holy. (Isaiah, as all
the Old Testament prophets, was
interested in ethics. The holiness of
God executes justice and demands
just dealings in those who come
to worship Him.) Nevertheless,
do the angels in Heaven know
something we are forgetting or
slighting? When they acclaim
“Holy, Holy, Holy,” they are not
using adjectives. They are not
giving a thrice-holy acclamation for
the sake of emphasis. The angels
are worshipping what they know.
Almighty God is a Trinity.
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¶ This representation of the Transfiguration
is taken from a stained glass window in
Chartres Cathedral.

Father Bradford

THE TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD
Tuesday, August 6, 2013
Solemn Mass at 7:30 p.m.

¶ This painting of the Transfiguration by Fernando Gallego is in
The University of Arizona Art Museum.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Steve Cavanaugh
for hosting the reception held after
our summer Evensong on July 15th.
The service was held in the chapel
of St. Theresa of Avila Church,
West Roxbury, to take advantage of
the air conditioning. Our thanks to
Msgr. William M. Helmick for his
kind permission to use the chapel.

The
Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Vigil
Wednesday,
August 14, 2013
Procession & Solemn Mass
7:30 p.m.
holy day of obligation

¶ There is Mass in the Ordinary Form
in St Lawrence Church on August 15th
at 7:00 p.m.

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON
SATURDAY
Each week at 8:00 a.m.
at the Marian altar
Saint Theresa of Avila Church
West Roxbury
¶ Please note there will be no
Anglican Use Mass on Saturday,
August 24th or August 31st.

Ñ Contra Mundum is fifteen years
old! Back issues are available in
two bound volumes for years 1998–
2008. You may order from the
compiler, David Burt.
Ñ Our longtime good friend Father
Joseph F. Wilson returns to visit on
the weekend of September 22nd. He
will be our celebrant and preacher
at morning Mass and preacher at
Evensong at Stonehill College
at 4 p.m., when we host our joint
Catholic-Anglican service with St.
Paul’s Church, Brockton. Save the
date now.
Ñ The Fifth Annual Celebration of
the Priesthood dinner is Thursday,
September 26th. Proceeds benefit
the Clergy Fund of the Archdiocese
of Boston. Details soon.
Ñ September 1st and 15th are the
remaining available dates on our
summertime altar flower sign up
list. Many thanks to those who
have taken on the responsibility
for providing summer flowers. The
sign up list may be found at Sunday
coffee hour.
Ñ Father James J. O’Driscoll will
be our celebrant and preacher at
Sunday Mass on August 25th and
September 1st while the chaplain
is away from Boston on holiday.
Fr O’Driscoll is parochial vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland. In

an emergency requiring a priest
during the last two weeks of August
please call St Theresa’s Church,
West Roxbury, or your local parish.
Ñ It was good to have Patrick
Cavanaugh as first server at Mass
in mid-July. He lives and works
in Falls Church, Virginia, and was
visiting his family on holiday.
Ñ The American Chesterton Society
is holding its annual conference
August 1st–3rd at Assumption College
in Worcester, Mass. The theme of
the conference is “The Chesterton
Solution: Education, Economics &
Everything Else.” Those interested
may read more on the society’s web
site, which also allows registration
for the conference: www.chesterton.
org/events/natl-conf-2013/
Ñ At St. Lawrence Church you
may notice a flower pot which is
accepting donations towards the
cost of seasonal plantings on church
grounds. Caretaker George Gannon,
Jr. can obtain plants at discount, and
donates his time in the planting and
care of the grounds. So you might
want to put a few dollars in the pot.
We all enjoy the nice flowers around
the church.
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British Martyrs
& Confessors
Over the years 200 men and women have
been beatified for their heroic witness
to the Catholic Faith in the British
Isles during and after the Protestant
Reformation. Here we continue brief
mention of some of these individual
martyrs.

“WITH THE VOICE OF JOY”
Bd William Freeman
Secular priest

T

HIS Freeman was born in
Yorkshire about 1558. He was
present at the martyrdom of Bd
Edward Stransham at Tyburn in
1586, and was so impressed by what
he saw that he went straight over to
Rheims and was ordained priest.
After ministering for six years in
the Midlands he was arrested at
Stratford-on-Avon, in the house of
a lady to whose son he was tutor.
The authorities had no evidence
that he was a priest, until the fact
was betrayed by a fellow prisoner.
At his execution at Warwick, on 13
August 1595, several criminals were
butchered before his eyes, in the
hope that the terrifying sight would
make him apostatize; but it only
made him more determined, and he
died with the utmost fortitude.
“As the hart panteth after the
fountains of water, so my soul
panteth after thee, O God.”-Ps. 41
(Recited by Bd William Freeman at
the scaffold.)
This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastian Bowden of the Oratory.
Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and· published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire. n.d.
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WHERE ARE THE BONES?

S

INCE the days when
Mass was celebrated over the
mangled corpses of the martyrs
in the Catacombs of the Roman
Empire, Christians have paid
honour to the bodily remains of
the saints. In venerating their relics
we acknowledge in a practical way
the incarnational character of our
Catholic Faith. One of the great
treasures of the Church on earth is
the wealth of shrines that have risen
over the tombs of those Apostles,
Martyrs, Virgins, Confessors and
Holy Men and Women of God.
There is, however, one saint for
whom we find no resting place and
no mortal remains. And She happens
to be the greatest saint of them all.
Catholics have never even bothered
to look for the bodily remains of the
Mother of God. This is because the
Church has always known that Her
body is in Heaven, where She was
assumed, body and soul, at the end
of Her earthly life.
This is not just a pious belief, to be
taken or left according to whether
we happen to find it ‘useful’ to our
spirituality. The Church has declared
this great Mystery to be de Fide
and part of Her infallible teaching.
Furthermore, the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin is not merely
some mystical trans-historical
phenomenon. It is an actual fact.
It is just as factual as the Norman
Conquest or the signing of the
Treaty of Versailles.

Pius XII. But that solemn definition
was essentially a formality—the
official and definitive recognition
of a belief that Christians have held
and cherished since the Apostolic
age. The Church was declaring to
the world that this event forms part
of the contents of Her memory a memory that is maintained in its
freshness by the indwelling of the
Holy Ghost.
But in another sense the definitive
promulgation of that dogma in
Munificentissimus Deus in 1950
could not have been more opportune.
In an increasingly sceptical world
it exploded like a bolt of divine
lightening across the firmament. In
an age when even many Catholics
were about to start reducing the
Church’s role to the level of social
activism,the solemn declaration of
the Dogma of the Assumption was,
and remains, a powerful reminder
of the profoundly supernatural
character of our holy Catholic Faith.
It points us to Heaven, and shows
us that our lives here, however
enormous their consequences for
our immortal souls, are less than the
flutter of an eyelid when compared
with the eternal realist that awaits us
in the life to come.

We do not know how long Our
Lady remained on earth after the
Ascension of Our Lord. But we can
safely assume that the time between
His Ascension and Her Assumption
must have been for Her a period of
It is true, of course, that the intense longing for reunion with that
doctrine of the Assumption was only beloved Son. During Her life, She
given the official stamp of dogmatic had participated in His joys and in
infallibility in the middle of the His sufferings with an intensity that
last century by the Venerable Pope we cannot imagine. Now She would

Page 					
share in His glory like no-one else.
No more the dread of separation;
but, forevermore, the complete
bliss of union with Him in Heaven,
where henceforth She would reign
as Queen.
Heaven must be the ultimate venue
for reunions. Our Lady’s entry there
is a sign of something that awaits
everyone who leaves this world
in a state of grace. It is a reminder
that not only our souls but also our
bodies have been created to share in
that glory, in a wonderful reunion
of spirit and flesh. It is an article of
the Faith enshrined in the Creed that
after Our Lord returns to the earth in
glory our bodies will be raised from
the grave to share in our eternal
destiny. Our Lady’s body was the
immaculate Ark of the Covenant.
Through Baptism our bodies have
been made living temples of the
Holy Ghost. This means that how
we live in our bodies really matters,
and will in fact determine whether
we shall enter Heaven or not.
In these days of anxiety and
uncertainty, it should encourage
us to know that our true home lies
in Heaven, and that we have been
created to participate in this glory
on every level of our being, soul
and body. Our Lady’s presence
there, along with Her Beloved
Son, in their own bodies, should
bring Heaven closer to us. It means
that Heaven is not just a state of
disembodied existence. It is a real
place. Meanwhile Our Lord gives
us a wonderful foretaste of our
encounter with Him in Heaven. It
is in receiving Holy Communion
that we come to the most intimate
union with Him that is possible in
this life. In the Blessed Sacrament
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SOLEMN EVENSONG

We offer Evensong three times during September.

Ñ Sunday, September 8th at 5 p.m. in St. Lawrence Church.
Ñ Sunday, September 22nd at 4 p.m., our annual Evensong at Stonehill
College, North Easton. Father Joseph Wilson will be our preacher.
Ñ Sunday, September 29th after a parish cookout on Saint Michael’s Day
(our anniversary)
Save the dates now.

we partake of His Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity. In this month
of the Assumption, let us make it
our prayer that anticipation of the
heavenly food that we receive at
the altar will fill us with the same
longing that possessed Our Lady
after Our Lord’s Ascension until Her
own entry into glory. And may Our
Lady Assumed into Heaven guide
and protect us, and intercede for us
along every step of the way.
The Provost
¶ This article is taken from The Oratory
Magazine (August 2012. Vol. 89, No. 1095)
a publication of the Brompton (London)
Oratory.

Shrine of the Little Flower
(First Shrine to St. Theresa in the
world)
20th Annual Shrine Feast Day
Celebration
August 18, 2013
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(rain or shine)
Feast Mass 3:15 p.m. Fr. Timothy D. Reilly
Main Celebrant and Homilist
Information 401-568-0575
or 401-568-8280
shiirl@cox.net http://www.
SaintTheresaShrine.com
(The Shrine is at the intersection of
Routes 102 & 7, Nasonville, Rhode
Island)
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BEING FAITHFUL
IN LITTLE

I

t is a lesson we all need—to
let alone the things that do not
concern us. He has other ways for
others to follow him; all do not go by
the same path. It is for each of us to
learn the path by which he requires
us to follow him, and to follow him
in that path. Let us remember our
Master’s injunction, and we shall be
saved from many pitfalls: “What is
it to you? You follow me” (Jn 21:
22).
I love to think how small the
little foot of Our Lord was on that
first Christmas. A little foot does
not make big strides; it can only
take little steps. In imitating the
Divine Babe, let us place ours in
his footsteps. Then we shall, with
God’s grace, grow into the bigger
footsteps and make greater strides.
If we are faithful in little, we will
obtain grace for the big.
All holiness consists of participating
in the holiness of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.
Saint Katharine Drexel
¶ Sister Katherine (1858–1955) was a
convert and foundress of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament. The order operated
schools for American Indians and Blacks.
She is founder of Xavier University in New
Orleans. She is commemorated on March
3rd. This text is taken from 15 Days of Prayer
with Saint Katherine Drexel, published by
Ligouri Publications.

THE CHIEF
PURPOSE OF LIFE

I

f you do not believe in
a personal God the question:
“What is the purpose of life?” is

unaskable and unanswerable. To
whom or what would you address
the question? But since in an odd
corner (or odd corners) of the
universe things have developed
with minds that ask questions and
try to answer them, you might
address one of these peculiar
things. As one of them I should
venture to say (speaking with
absurd arrogance on behalf of the
universe): “I am as I am. There is
nothing you can do about it. You
may go on trying to find out what
I am, but you will never succeed.
And why you want to know, I do not
know. Perhaps the desire to know
for the mere sake of knowledge is
related to the prayers that some
of you address to what you call
God. At their highest these seem
simply to praise him for being, as
he is, and for making what he has
made, as he has made it.”...
So it may be said that the chief
purpose of life, for anyone of us,
is to increase according to our
capacity our knowledge of God
by all the means we have, and
to be moved by it to praise and
thanks. To do as we say in the
Gloria in Excelsis: Laudamus
te, benedicamus te, adoramus te,
glorificamus te, gratias agimus
tibi propter magnam gloriam
tuam. We praise you, we call you
holy, we worship you, we proclaim
your glory, we thank you for the
greatness of your splendor.
J.R.R. Tolkien
(1892–1973)
¶ J.R.R. Tokien was Professor of English
Language and Literature in Merton
College, Oxford and better known as
author of The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings. He was a devout Catholic and
attended daily Mass.
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Saint Bartholomew
the Apostle
[August 24]
The Collect
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who
didst give to thine Apostle Bartholomew
grace truly to believe and to preach thy
Word; Grant, we beseech thee, unto
thy Church, to love that Word which
he believed, and both to preach and
receive the same; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

¶ Saint Bartholomew’s Day is Saturday,
August 24th. There is no Anglican Use Mass
that day. Mass is offered at 6:45 a.m. in St
Theresa’s Church, followed by Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:30 p.m.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

