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THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS

oday’s
feast
commemorates
the
finding of the Holy Cross
in Jerusalem on September
14, 320, by Saint Helena,
the mother of the Emperor
Constantine.
Additionally,
it recalls the recapture of the
Holy Cross from the Persians
by the Emperor Heraclius in
628.
The cross is the central
Christian symbol. With the
sign of the cross the Christian
is baptized, absolved of
sins, and sent on the journey
to eternal life. Every Mass
begins and ends with this holy
sign. The cross is depicted
in
many
forms—Latin,
Greek, Maltese, the Cross of
Saint Andrew, the Cross of
Lorraine, and the Jerusalem Cross,
among others. Christ on the cross
may be represented in peaceful
repose, as writhing in agony, or as
triumphantly reigning. These many
styles bring out different aspects of
the great mystery represented by
the cross.

the Milvian Bridge had a vision of the
cross in the heavens, accompanied
by the message, “In this sign shalt
thou conquer.” With the cross
emblazoned on the shields of his
soldiers, he won a major victory. In
the Middle Ages the cross was taken
as an emblem by the Crusaders.
To Muslims, consequently, it is
a symbol of Christian military
Sign of Reconciliation
In the course of history, the cross might—the counterpart of their own
has become a somewhat ambiguous symbol, the crescent. To Jews the
symbol. Constantine at the Battle of cross represents the persecutions to
which they were subjected in the

Middle Ages. As Christians we
should try to understand why
Jews in Poland today insist
that there should be no cross
at Auschwitz, where so many
Jews went to their deaths.

Theologically, these partisan
interpretations of the cross
are off the mark. The cross,
according to Saint Paul, is the
great sign of reconciliation, for
on the cross Jesus put to death
the enmity that divided Jew
from Gentile (Eph 2:14–16).
As Paul teaches elsewhere, the
cross signifies the extremes to
which the Father would carry
his merciful love for us when
we were still his enemies
(Rom 5:8). It also signifies
the obedience of Jesus and
the love that motivated him
to undergo rejection, humiliation,
and an excruciatingly painful death
so that we might be freed from the
penalties due to our sins.
The Glory of the Cross
Constantine and the Crusaders,
I suspect, never understood the
radicalism of the cross. It is
foolishness to secular philosophers
and weakness to practical men of the
world, but to believers the wisdom
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and power of God (1 Cor 1:24). It
tells us how sharply God’s ways
differ from our own. By a dramatic
transvaluation of all human values,
the cross breaks the circle of violence
and points the way to peace.
Today’s liturgy puts the accent not
on the suffering and death of Jesus
but rather on the glory to which it
led. It celebrates the exaltation of
the cross. As the bronze serpent was
lifted up in the desert for the healing
of disease, so Jesus was lifted up
and became the source of eternal
life to those who were languishing
on the road to eternal death (Jn
3:14–15). Raised high on the cross,
Jesus draws all men and women to
himself (Jn 12:32).
The Cross, Our Hope
The cross does not save us without
also transforming us. As Paul wrote
to the Galatians, “God forbid that
I should glory save in the cross of
Jesus Christ, through whom the
world is crucified to me, and I to
the world” (Gal 6: 14). Can we
honestly say that? Have we in fact
renounced what the world cherishes
and embraced what Christ embraced
out of love for us? If so, we shall be
prepared to conquer, if God so wills,
through humiliation, suffering, and
death.
In the sixth-century Latin hymn
Vexilla regis we sing, “O Crux ave,
spes unica,” “Hail, O Cross, our
only hope.” The cross deserves this
title because it is the only promise
of salvation that does not deceive. It
leads to true life because it squarely
faces the fundamental human
problem of evil and death.
Throughout the day we can savor
the meaning of this great mystery
by letting the words of a hymn such
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as the Vexilla regis resound in our
minds. We can silently chant the
great Anglican hymn, “In the Cross
of Christ I glory, towering o’er the
wrecks [-ed] of time.” Or the hymn
that begins, “Lift high the Cross, the
love of Christ proclaim, Till all the
world adore his sacred name.” These
words can help us to esteem the
cross and clasp it to our hearts. By
sharing our crosses with Jesus, we
can experience that his yoke is easy
and his burden light (Mt 11:30).
Avery Cardinal Dulles
(1918–2008)
¶ Cardinal Dulles, a Jesuit priest, was
longtime professor of religion and society
in Fordham University. He was a convert
to Catholicism from Presbyterianism.
¶ This article was written for Magnifcat
magazine and is used by permission.
¶ Holy Cross Day is Saturday, September
14th. Anglican Use Mass is at 8:00 a.m. in
St. Theresa of Avila Church, West Roxbury.

A

LMIGHTY GOD, who hast
so linked our lives one with
another that all we do affects, for
good or ill, all other lives: So guide
us in the work we do, that we may
do it not for self alone, but for the
common good; and, as we seek a
proper return for our own labor,
make us mindful of the rightful
aspirations of other workers, and
arouse our concern for those who
are out of work; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Book of Divine Worship

EVENSONG and
BENEDICTION
OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT
September 8, 2013
5:00 p.m.
A reception follows this service

Contra Mundum

Page 11

“FATHER” IS INESCAPABLE TERM IN BIBLE

I

S GOD SUFFERlNG from an
identity crisis? If He is in some
quarters, that really is nothing
new.The names for God would
fill many pages. Here are just a
few: “First Principle,” Process of
Integration,” “Cosmic Organism,”
“Life Essence,” “Fundamental
Substance,”
“Principle
of
Concretion,” “Divine Architect;”
“Sum Total of Accumulated
Idealism,” “Elan Vital,” “Life
Force,” “Supreme Intelligence,”
“Stream of Tendency,” “Cosmic
Essence,” “Impersonal It,” “Allah,”
“Great Spirit,” “Mother.” The list
seems unlimited. Today there is a
very persistent attempt on the part
of some either to substitute or negate
God as “Father,” It is sinister and
subtle. It seems to spring from those
who have looked upon the Bible as
far less than the Word of God. Is
this something totally unexpected
and out of step with their bias? I
think not. Those of us who find our
roots in an evangelical and catholic
orientation have seen it coming for
a long time.
We are summoned as Christians,
regardless of denominational label
or lack of it, to look at our Lord’s
way of relating to God. Jesus does
not say: “Process of Integration,
hallowed by Its name”; “In my First
Principle’s house there are many
rooms”; “Sum Total of Accumulated
Idealism, forgive them”; “No one
comes to the Cosmic Essence, but
by me”; or “Mother, into thy hands
I commit my spirit.”
Jesus calls God “Father.” The
entire New Testament in fact calls
God “Father.” The word is utilized

nearly three hundred times.

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!”
In the Gospels Jesus calls God The often overlooked letter of Jude
“Father.” In Matthew there are forty- begins with these words:” Jude, a
two references. In Mark there are only servant of Jesus Christ and brother
five instances, but who can forget of James, to those who are called,
such verses as: “And whenever you beloved in God the Father and kept
stand praying forgive, if you have for Jesus Christ, may mercy, peace,
anything against anyone; so that and love be multiplied to you.”
your Father also who is in heaven
The Letters of John refer to God
may forgive you your trespasses. the Father, with the exception of the
But if you do not forgive, neither third one, which was written to an
will your Father who is in heaven individual.
forgive your trespasses.” Luke
The Book of Hebrews offers this
gives to us the word eighteen times. mystical but practical challenge:
As we look to John we are caught “Besides this, we have had earthly
in a time-consuming count because fathers to discipline us and we
Jesus refers to God as “Father” 111 respected them. Shall we not much
times. So for Jesus, God is “Father.” more be subject to the Father of
It is as though He wants there to be spirits and live?”
no doubts.
A reading of the first chapter of
All of the Apostle Paul’s letters the books of Acts brings these hope
call God “Father.” Whether we filled words: “He said to them, ‘It
are reading in the first chapter of is not for you to know times or
Romans (“Grace to you and peace reasons which the Father has fixed
from God our Father and the Lord by his own authority. But you shall
Jesus Christ”) or the second chapter receive power when the Holy Spirit
of Philippians (“and every tongue has come upon you; and you shall
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
to the glory of God the Father”) all Judea and Samaria and to the end
in every one of his letters there is of the earth.’”
no doubt. It is like the unrelenting
In that sometimes awesomely
clanging of an eternal bell.
intriguing closing book of the New
The Letter of James provides Testament, The Revelation to John,
examples in the first chapter. This we discover: “We who conquer,
one especially catches our eye:” I will grant him to sit with me on
Religion that is pure and undefiled my throne, as I myself conquered
before God and the Father is this: and sat down with my Father on his
to visit orphans and widows in throne.”
their affliction, and to keep oneself
Some things do not change.
unstained from the world.”
Whoever and whatever else God is,
In both of Peter’s Letters we find He most assuredly is your Father,
the same story. Who can forget the my Father, and our Father. The large
exclamation, “Blessed be the God liberal segments especially found in
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mainline denominations who would
neutralize or even remove God as
“Father,” have their own identity
crisis. At best, we may call their
efforts “questionable theological
gymnastics” and at worst “emerging
apostasy.”
There are two imperative inquiries.
In the first place, isn’t the Word of
God today telling our liberal friends
more than they want to know about
man’s relationship to God? In the
second place, if the New Testament
especially our Savior and Lord in
the Gospels-calls God “Father,” are
you and I in any position to improve
upon that?
The Revd Donald Charles Lacy
¶ Dr. Lacy was an ordained Methodist
minister who served congregations
in Indiana. His Lacy Institute for
Ecumenism included Frs. Stravinskas
and Bradford as associates. This article
originally appeared in the South Bend
Sunday Tribune on June 15, 1997 and
was republished in The Catholic Answer
in the January/February 1998 edition.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ
Many thanks to Fr. James
O’Driscoll for being our celebrant
and preacher on Sundays August 25th
and September 1st while Fr. Bradford
was on holiday. Fr. O’Driscoll is a
longtime friend of our congregation
and known to all of you from his many
visits to us. He is parochial vicar in
Holy Family Parish, Rockland.
Ñ Altar Flowers are needed for
Sundays September 1st and 15th. The
sign up list is available at coffee
hour.
Ñ Anglican Use Mass on Saturday is
offered each week at 8:00 a.m. at the
Marian altar in Saint Theresa of Avila
Church, West Roxbury.
Ñ Dr. Robert P. George, Professor
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of Jurisprudence and of Politics in
Princeton University will give a public
lecture on Wednesday, September
11th in Fulton 511 at Boston College.
Lecture time is 7:00 p.m. The event
is sponsored by the Boston College
Department of Philosophy. Dr
George is an important contemporary
Catholic philosopher. The topic of his
visit is “Embryonic Humans.”
Ñ Inquirers’ Classes are meeting
each Sunday after coffee hour. There
are two members of the congregation
presently preparing for reception/
confirmation. Others may join them
for these classes, which also may be
used for ongoing Christian education.
A syllabus is available.
Ñ Many thanks to Deacon Michael J.
Connolly for assisting at many of our
special Masses and Evensongs. Dr.
Connolly, who is archdeacon in Holy
Cross Armenian Catholic Church,
Belmont, is professor of Slavic
and Eastern Languages in Boston
College.
Ñ An Every Member Canvass of the
congregation for financial support
during the next calendar year will be
conducted during October.
Ñ
Parishioner Marcia Rand is
recuperating at home following
surgery this summer. Cards and
prayers are much appreciated.
Ñ The Massachusetts Citzens For
Life Banquet will be on Thursday,
October 10, 2013 from 6-10 p.m. This
will be the second time Lila Rose has
addressed the MCFL, which looks
forward to hearing what pro-abortion
scandal she will be outing. The
banquet will be in a New Location,
the Four Points by Sheraton in
Norwood. For more information, visit
masscitizensforlife.org/get-involved/
events or speak with Eva Murphy at
church.

AND LEVI MADE HIM
A GREAT FEAST IN HIS
HOUSE

T

he last
time we
had this Gospel
story at Sunday
Mass was just
prior to the
canonization
of Padre Pio.
And I told you a story. There was
a burly hotheaded Communist taxi
driver from Florence who regularly
got drunk and beat up his wife.
She asked Padre Pio for help, and
one night she got it. Padre Pio was
well attested as having powers of
bi-location, and so he prevented
the man from beating his wife.
The angry taxi driver decided to
go meet Padre Pio and square off
with him. But the next thing people
saw in San Giovanni Rotondo was
the padre gently leading this man
to the confessional! And from
that time on, the country roads
to southern Italy saw bunches of
Florence taxicabs bringing both
cabbies and other Communist party
members to confession and Mass
at San Giovanni Rotondo. The taxi
driver was doing what St. Matthew
did long ago. In his celebrating his
conversion to Christ, Matthew gave
us the example we should emulate,
of making our sacrifices with holy
joy. It was the holy joy evident in
a burly cab driver that convinced
others in Florence to make the trip
south to Padre Pio.
Father Bradford

¶ This is an excerpt from an undated Sunday
sermon. The canonization of Padre Pio (St.
Pio of Pietrelcina) took place on June 16,
2002. He is commemorated on September
23rd, which is a Monday this year.
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Padre Pio’s
Prayer After
Holy Communion
Stay with me, Lord, for it is
necessary to have you present
so that I do not forget you. You
know how easily I abandon
you.
Stay with me, Lord, because I am
weak and I need your strength,
that I may not fall so often.
Stay with me, Lord, for you are
my life, and without you, I am
without fervor.
Stay with me, Lord, for you are my
light, and without you, I am in
darkness.
Stay with me, Lord, to show me
your will.
Stay with me, Lord, so that I hear
your voice and follow you.
Stay with me, Lord, for I desire
to love you very much, and
always be in your company.
Stay with me, Lord, if you wish me
to be faithful to you.
Stay with me, Lord, for as poor
as my soul is, I wish it to be a
place of consolation for you, a
nest of love.
Stay with me, Jesus, for it is getting
late and the day is coming to
a close and life passes; death,
judgment, eternity approaches.
It is necessary to renew my
strength, so that I will not stop
along the way and for that, I
need you. It is getting late and
death approaches. I fear the
darkness, the temptations, the
dryness, the cross, the sorrows.
Oh, how I need you, my Jesus,
in this night of exile!
Stay with me tonight, Jesus, in life
with all its dangers, I need you.
Let me recognize you as your
disciples did at the breaking

of the bread, so that the
eucharistic Communion be
the light which disperses the
darkness, the force which
sustains me, the unique joy of
my heart.
Stay with me, Lord, because at the
hour of my death, I want to
remain united to you, if not by
Communion, at least by grace
and love.
Stay with me, Jesus, I do not ask
for divine consolation, because
I do not merit it, but the gift of
your presence, oh, yes, I ask
this of you!
Stay with me, Lord, for it is you
alone I look for. Your Love,
your Grace, your Will, your
Heart, your Spirit, because
I love you and ask no other
reward but to love you more
and more.
With a firm love, I will love you
with all my heart while on
earth and continue to love you
perfectly during all eternity.
Amen.
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from which there flow for us blood
and water, the holy sacraments, the
grace of life. To want to do away
with suffering means to deny love,
to disavow Christ…The Master’s
place was, ultimately, the cross,
and a shepherd who seeks nothing
but approval, who would be content
to do only what is required of him,
would certainly not be taking his
place where the Master has taken
his…To feed, then, means to lead
the way. Hence it also means
to distinguish between the way
and what is not the way. It means
resisting that false kind of freedom
that would see freedom as a rejection
of the Way for the wayless, of the
Truth for error, of the Life for one’s
own life and the work of one’s own
hands; it means knowing that such
freedom is, in reality, but the service
of death. To lead the way as Paul
understands it means to support one
another, to cling to the union that is
life, to union with Peter, which we
know is the union willed by Christ.
Pope Benedict XVI

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina ¶ Pope Benedict was elected to the See

How Peter
Leads
Feed my sheep…To feed means to
love; but loving also means being
ready to suffer, because there can
be no love without the purification
that comes from suffering, without
its patience and humility. Therefore,
anyone who seeks an office in the
Church must know that he thereby
declares himself ready for a greater
share of the cross. For, properly
speaking, the real pastoral activity
of Jesus Christ, through which he
fashioned the Church and will never
cease to fashion her, is his cross,

of Peter in 2005 and reigned until his
resignation in February, 2013.

INSPIRED BY
GREAT
CHRISTIANS

W

e delight in seeing the
exact contours, the light
and color of souls greater than our
own. We cannot afford to miss
their sublimity. The biography of a
great man—his identical words, the
sharp statement of his courageous
acts—brings a revelation that
flashes upon us the full might of his
veracity, infused from God, as light
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enters crystal…The lives of Saint
Vincent de Paul, of Saint Paul the
Apostle, and Saint Rose of Lima
or Father Damian, make dangerous
reading…
Anyone’s soul, unless hemmed in
by a cowardly heart, pants with a
deep sigh in presence of unlimited
beauty, physical or moral…In
reading of the lives of persons who
have been extraordinary in kindness,
and whose charitable methods are
echoed, however dully, today, we
receive that zeal which we feel
in another field of enjoyment and
refinement, when we drink in once
more the triumphant expressions of
Shakespeare.
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of the Dominican Sisters for the Care of
Incurable Cancer. The extract is taken
from a monthly journal From Christ’s Poor
(June, 1902). She was the daughter of
American novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne.
She went to God in 1926.

GREAT TREASURE
IN A JEWELRY BOX

W

hen Jesus was asked
why He spoke in parables,
He answered that it was because
the people listened but did not
understand. Jesus said that was
because their hearts were sluggish.

We can think of God’s revelation
not as something spoon-fed to us
The simplicity of real sacrifice but something we must approach
gives a welcome chance for self- and participate in with eager desire
deception. With a Satanic skill to follow the Lord and be where He
we find occasions for putting wills us to be.
forward the excuse that imposing Our Lord hid the truth in parables
circumstances must be waited for. not so we would not find it but that
Not finding them, we think that the we would work to appropriate it in
moment for heroism has not come, a deep and personal way. A good
which is the better for us. Sacrifice teacher does not give you the answers
is humdrum and brief, and no one but the tools you need to arrive at
knows its full value but God…
the answers. If you can simply get
The lives of great men and women the answers from the back of the
teach all this. We discover that the book, you haven’t learned a thing.
apparently trivial self-humiliation of
refraining from food and water is a
noble factor in self-discipline. If we
doubt this—try it…There is nothing
fascinating about sacrifice, and yet
without sacrifice there is no divine
enchantment, if such a word may be
used to express purest satisfaction.
The character having been formed
by little acts, it is prepared for great
moments—moments still—in which
a sublime act may be called for.
Venerable Mother Mary Alphonsa

The mystery of the gospel is like a
great treasure inside a jewelry box.
Our Lord gives us the box, and tells
us the treasure is inside it. We are
invited to unwrap the box and use
the key to open it in order to claim
the prize inside. Our Lord’s parables
contain eternal truths and He invites
us to use the tools needed to apply
His teaching to life’s experiences.
The treasure is His gift, but the
discovery must be ours.

So in the same way as with the
¶ Rose Hawthorne Lathrop was foundress Blessed Sacrament, one thing is

seen but another is intended Bread
and wine are seen, but the Body and
Blood are given. So too we are to
find the truth of the gospel contained
in the parables of our Lord, accept
and ponder them, and apply them to
our lives.
¶ an undated sermon by Fr Bradford

.

British Martyrs

F

Bd Ambrose Barlow

ATHER BARLOW was taken
to Lancaster amidst a jeering
mob, so weak that he had to be held
on the horse’s back. In prison he
wonderfully recovered his health,
and refused every offer of escape or
of petitions for his life. At his trial,
after four months’ imprisonment, he
acknowledged his priesthood and
said he had not obeyed the king’s
order for priests to leave the country
because he was neither a Jesuit nor a
seminary priest (specified by the law),
but a Benedictine monk. “All laws,”
he said, “made against Catholics on
account of their religion are unjust and
impious, and that especially which
condemns priests to suffer as traitors
merely because they are Roman-that
is, true priests.” He was sentenced,
and brought out to suffer carrying a
wooden cross which he had made. He
told the ministers who pestered him
that he had something else to do than
“to hearken to their fooleries”, and
saying the Miserere he went to Heaven,
on 10 September 1641, at Lancaster.
This account is taken from Mementoes of
the Martyrs and Confessors of England &
Wales for Every Day of the Year. The author
is Henry Sebastian Bowden of the Oratory.
Edited and revised by David Attwater,
and· published by Anthony Clarke Books,
Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire. n.d.
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Prayer for the
Anglican Use

O

FEAST OF
SAINT MICHAEL
AND ALL
ANGELS
Sunday, September 29, 2013
Sixteenth Anniversary of the
Founding of The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

ANGLICAN
EVENSONG

Sunday, September 22, 2013
Chapel of Mary — Stonehill
College
Easton, Massachusetts
4:00 p.m.
¶ Our eighth annual joint service
with Saint Paul’s Anglican Church,
Brockton features singing in the
Anglican choral tradition. This
year’s preacher is Father Joseph
F. Wilson, parochial vicar in
Saint Margaret’s Church, Middle
Village, Diocese of Brooklyn. Fr.
Wilson has been a friend of the
congregation since its inception,
has been our celebrant, preacher
and retreat leader on numerous
occasions, as well as in many other
places in the United States. He will
also be our celebrant and preacher
at the Sunday morning Mass.

Solemn Mass & Sermon
Solemn Te Deum
11:30 a.m.
Parish Picnic
Solemn Evensong &
Benediction following the
picnic

Holy Ghost the Lord, who on
Pentecost gavest the Church
the gift of tongues that Christ might
be known, loved and served by
peoples of divers nations and customs: watch over the Anglican heritage within thy Church, we pray
thee, that, led by thy guidance and
strengthened by thy grace, that Use
may find such favor in thy sight that
its people may increase both in holiness and number, and so show forth
thy glory; who livest and reignest
with the Father and the Son, one
God, world without end. Amen.

The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
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