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CORNERSTONES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

ODAY’S feast surely has more
names than any other day in the
Christian calendar. “Candlemas”
reflects the blessing of candles at
Mass, singularly appropriate on a
day we remember for the singing of
old Simeon’s Nunc dimittis, “a light
to lighten the Gentiles.”
In its way, “Candlemas” is
connected with Ground Hog Day,
the more recent secular observation
of the day, because February 2nd
is almost halfway through winter,
and on this day the Church gives
us a much-needed and appreciated
festival of light and warmth and
color. By the first of February we
are starved for all three.
The three major names for the
feast are:
The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple
The Purification of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
The Meeting (of Simeon and
Anna)
As the titles suggest, this brief
episode in the Jerusalem temple
involves four people. And these
four people show us the four great
cornerstones of the Christian
life: hallmarks or characteristics
that sooner or later will be

for a couple with a newborn child to
give thanks for the woman’s health
after pregnancy: something all too
often taken for granted these days.)

seen in any soul with a serious
call to discipleship. These four
characteristics
are
humility,
obedience, faithfulness, and devoted
patience. Much, if not most, of the
time we find ourselves very far
indeed from being described in any
one, let alone all, of these ways.
First, there is the obedience of the
Holy Family to two laws of their
religion. One law applied to the
mother and the other to the son.
The mother was to undergo ritual
purification forty days after the birth
of a child, and a thank offering had
to be made. (This custom found
its Christian counterpart in the
“churching of women” service, a
little pastoral office that unfortunately
has been relegated to the dustbin of
liturgical practices. This is a time

The law applying to the child was
to a first-born son. Like all the first
fruits, be they sons or agricultural
products, cattle, you name it, they
belonged to the Lord and were
offered in sacrifice. The exception
was the first-born son who was
redeemed, bought back, with the
appropriate offering.
So the Holy Family made the trek
back to Jerusalem forty days after the
birth of Jesus. They went up to the
temple, even though Jesus did not
need to be presented to the Lord or
redeemed with a sacrifice. His mother
did not need ritual purification. Here
is this temple building. It was God’s
house, so it is Jesus’ house, built for
Him, dedicated to Him. His spiritual
presence had long dwelt in the
place. Everything in architecture and
ornamentation and ritual done in the
placed resembled, after its fashion,
Him. And now the Body of those
resembling shadows arrives and we
have the amazing spectacle of the
Child, Who was all the things Isaiah
had said, the Wonderful Counselor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting
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Father, the Prince of Peace; and
here He is being redeemed with
two pigeons, the offering of
poverty!
St. Paul often traveled assisted
by St. Luke. It was Luke who
learned about Candlemas from
Our Lady. Paul likely had this
perfect illustration of the Child
Jesus redeemed by pigeons in
the temple in his mind when he
wrote those memorable words
about Jesus Christ: “Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation,
and took the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of
man: and, being found in fashion,
as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross.”
(Philippians 2:6-8)
Here is the example of Our
Lord’s humility, and then along
side it is Our Lady’s obedience for
our example. Mary was chosen
to be Mother of God because
of her purity of heart. She did
not need to make the journey
to Jerusalem for purification,
because the law requiring this
was not made for the Mother
of God. You and I are so likely
to guard jealously our rightful
(and sometimes even wrongfully
understood) prerogatives. We
love our independence, our
cherished opinions, and our own
way of doing things. But Our
Lady waived her lawful immunity
and made a ready and humble
submission of everything she has
and is.
Obedience and humility are
two of the cornerstones of the
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Christian character, and we learn of
them not just from the saints of God,
but from the Holy Family itself. But
there ARE saints too, of course, for
our example and inspiration, and
the Candlemas saints are Simeon
and Anna.
Simeon is a sign of faithfulness
rewarded. He had lived a long
life, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, which was under the control
of a foreign invader. Simeon’s own
people were being crushed and
oppressed. And there was no end in
sight. As the years slipped” by and
his life drew near its end, Simeon’s
heart must have ached that there
was still no sign of the repentance
and return to God that would bring
salvation. Yet here he was at his post,
faithfully fulfilling his duty in the
temple. He had done it a thousand
times, and more than once surely
wondered what is the use. Yet today
the Hope of the World is suddenly
placed in his arms. It is only on this
day that Simeon rightly understood
what hopes Israel had longed to see
fulfilled. The sacred building had
been waiting for the glory of God
to fill it, and Simeon is there when
it happens. His faithfulness is not in
vain.
The last figure is in the background
of the story of Candlemas. Anna
is with Joseph in the background
for that matter. There is a place
in the background of the story of
Jesus Christ; being in the story
of Jesus is crucial. Where you are
on the stage of prominence is less
so. Anna is quiet and unobtrusive
but faithful and devoted. People
do not understand such conduct,
and as is true with things we don’t
understand, we make fun of them.

People sometimes make fun of
or disparage the Annas. But she
has her reward. She had been in
and out of the temple for sixty
years, but this time was different!
Coming “at that instant” she saw
the light. All her devoted patience
had prepared her for that instant.
Simeon and Anna, with
faithfulness and patience in the
face of discouragement and
disappointment, form the very
backbone of the Church, a Church
that stood against Imperial Rome
in the Judaea of the Candlemas
saints, and against Hitler and
Communism in Europe in the
days of our Holy Father, John
Paul II.
In a world that measures success
in terms of productivity, Christians
realize that they also serve who
stand and wait…not idly…but
at their posts of a Christian
discipleship, posts characterized,
perhaps sometimes, by frenetic
activity, energy and excitement,
but
always
by
humility,
obedience, faithfulness, and
devoted patience.
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford
on February 2, 1997.

CHRIST INSIDE
THE SINNER

W

e cannot know Christ
in his most characteristic
aspect until we find him among
the sinners ...Is there any
intelligible sense in which we
can say that he identifies himself
with them, in such a sense that we
are to seek him in them, and not
merely amongst them? ... Christ is
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the “Light which enlightens every
man coming into this world,” and it
is the presence of Christ, and that
only, that makes a human soul of
any value. Certainly in one sense,
the soul lost in sin has lost Christ
-his presence is no longer in the
soul by grace; yet in another sense,
and an appallingly real and tragic
one, Christ is there still. If a sinner
merely drove Christ away by his
sin, we could let such a soul go; it
is because, in Saint Paul’s terrifying
phrase, the sinful soul holds Christ
still, “crucifying” him and “making
him a mockery,” that we cannot
bear to leave him to himself ...
From such a soul, therefore, our
lover cries with the bitterest pathos
of all -”Have mercy on me, O my
friends ... In the words of my priest
I can still perform actions of wonder
and mercy; in the lives of my saints
I can live again a holy life on earth;
by every soul in grace I am at least
tolerated and left in peace, if not
actually welcomed. But in the soul
of this sinner I am powerless. I
speak, but I am not heard; I struggle
and am struck down ... ‘Attend, and
see if there be any sorrow like to my
sorrow.’ ... Behold, ‘I thirst’...”There
then is Christ, in the disguise of one
who has rejected him.
Monsignor Robert Hugh Benson
¶ Monsignor Benson (1871–1914) was
an Anglican convert to Catholicism and
notable author, lauded in his own day as one
of the leading figures in English literature.
This excerpt is from The Friendship of
Christ, Longmans, Green & Co., 1912.
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THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
or

THE PURIFICATION OF SAINT MARY
THE VIRGIN
commonly called

CANDLEMAS DAY
Sunday, February 2, 2014
11:30 a.m.
Blessing of Candles, Solemn Procession,
Sung Mass & Sermon
5:00 p.m.
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
A reception will follow this service.
The Blessing of Throats
will be offered after Mass and Evensong.
You may bring unused household candles for the
Candlemas Blessing before Mass.
¶ The Madrigal Singers of Boston College will join us at Evensong.
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ENCOUNTER WITH
THE LIVING GOD

F

irst of all, it is very
important to remember that
prayer is an encounter and a
relationship, a relationship which
is deep, and this relationship cannot
be forced either on us or on God.
The fact that God can make himself
present or can leave us with the
sense of his absence is part of this
live and real relationship. If we
could mechanically draw him into
an encounter, force him to meet us,
simply because we have chosen this
moment to meet him, there would
be no relationship and no encounter.
We can do that with an image, with
the imagination, or with the various
idols we can put in front of us
instead of God; we can do nothing
of the sort with the living God, any
more than we can do it with a living
person. A relationship must begin
and develop in mutual freedom. If
you look at the relationship in terms
of mutual relationship, you will see
that God could complain about us
a great deal more than we about
him. We complain that he does not
make himself present to us for the
few minutes we reserve for him, but
what about the twenty-three and a
half hours during which God may be
knocking at our door and we answer
‘I am busy, I am sorry’ or when we
do not answer at all because we do
not even hear the knock at the door
of our heart of our minds, of our
conscience, of our life. So there is a
situation in which we have no right
to complain of the absence of God,
because we are a great deal more
absent than he ever is.
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
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¶ Anthony Bloom (1914–2003) was a
Swiss-born, French-educated (doctor of
medicine, University of Paris) Russian
archbishop and Metropolitan of Sourozh,
the Patriarchate of Moscow’s diocese for
Great Britain. This excerpt is from The
School for Prayer, Darton, Longman &
Todd, Ltd., 1970.

A PRIVILEGED
EXPRESSION

S

aint Augustine teaches
that the life of the people of the
Exodus “foretold and prefigured
Christ.” This further implies that
the keeping of the precepts of
the Old Law actually disposed
the human race to receive the
justifying grace of Christ. And
so Christians believe that the Ten
Commandments receive their “full
meaning” (CCC 2056) only in the
New Covenant, which is written
in the blood of Christ, “the Lamb
that was slain” (Rv 5: 12).
The Ten Commandments are the
prime principles in the whole of
God’s law. One of the first Church
theologians, Saint Irenaeus of
Lyons, recognized that the Ten
Commandments comprise a
comprehensive list of moral
instruction that, in principle,
lies open to human inquiry. This
does not suggest however, that

the Ten Commandments offer fair
game for any kind of philosophical
revisionism. Rather the Decalogue
embodies the truth about human life
and right conduct that God himself
has made part of his plan of creation.
So the Catechism makes a point of
associating the Ten Commandments
with the natural moral law: “The
Decalogue contains a privileged
expression of the natural law. It
is made known to us by divine
revelation and by human reason.”
To be sure, the saints remind us that
a sinful human race required God’s
special revelation in order to possess
a full explanation of the Decalogue.
What Saint Thomas Aquinas calls
the “secondary precepts” of the
natural law—conclusions following
closely from first principles—
needed to be repromulgated by God
to pierce the disorienting veil of
sin afflicting humanity. Yet, were
the first precepts of the natural law
not immune from destruction, men
and women could not recognize
the teaching of the Decalogue in its
true nature. Hence, these general
principles of the natural law, in the
abstract, cannot be blotted out from
men’s hearts. Christian tradition
has always affirmed that God has
implanted in man the knowledge
of the precepts contained in the
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Decalogue. The natural law is
promulgated in creation, and
repromulgated in privileged fashion
in the precepts of the Decalogue:
precepts that embody the actual
intention of the lawgiver who is
God himself.
Fr. Romanus Cessario, O.P.
¶ Father Cessario is professor of systematic
theology in Saint John’s Seminary, Brighton.
This extract is taken from The Love That
Never Ends, Our Sunday Visitor, 1996.

SHORT NOTES

Ñ Many thanks to Steve Cavanaugh

who sang the Noveritis 2014 at
Epiphany Mass. This announcement
of major days in the church year is
also a reminder that non-Sunday
morning special services for the next
six months have been scheduled and
you will find a list of them elsewhere
in this parish paper. Thanks to Steve
also and to Eva Murphy for hosting
the reception after Evensong on
Epiphany.
A year’s-mind Mass for
parishioner Janet Ray will be offered
on Saturday, February 22nd (8 a.m.
in St Theresa Church)
Ñ

Ñ You

may bring palms for
burning February 16-March 2. Ash
Wednesday is March 5th. Last year’s
palms are burned for use in the
penitential order on the first day of
Lent.
Ñ Thanks go to members of the Hunt

Family who provided instrumental
music during our Christmas
Festival of Lessons and Carols. This
year’s offering was a trio sonata by
Handel, the various movements of
which were interspersed with the
lessons and carols. Dr. Janet Hunt
is music director of the St John
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Seminary. Leslie and Jennifer Hunt
TO PRAISE GOD
are members of the Metropolitan
ONCERNING PRAISE. The
Wind Symphony. All are active
soul involuntarily longs to praise
on the Boston music performance
when
we gaze upon the starry sky;
scene.
but still more when, in looking upon
Ñ The Most Revd Robert F. the sky and the stars, we represent to
Hennessey is being reassigned from ourselves God’s providence towards
the Central Region to the Merrimac men, how infinitely he loves men,
Region of the Archdiocese of Boston, cares for their eternal beatitude,
effective on Ash Wednesday. As not having even spared his onlyAuxiliary Bishop he has visited our begotten Son for our salvation
congregation on several occasions, and our repose in the heavenly
and his pastoral care of the clergy Kingdom. It is impossible not to
and parishes of the central region praise God when you remember
will be missed. We wish him well in that you were predestined from the
his new assignment.
foundation of the world for eternal
Ñ Saturday Anglican Use Mass is blessedness, quite without cause, not
offered each week at 8:00 o’clock in accordance with your merits—
in Saint Theresa of Avila Church (at when you remember what grace
God has bestowed upon you for your
the Lady Altar), West Roxbury
salvation during all your lifetime,
what an innumerable multitude of
sins are forgiven you, and this not
once or twice but an incalculable
number of times, what a multitude
of natural gifts are bestowed upon
you, beginning with health down to
the current of air, down to the drop of
SNOW DAYS
water. We are involuntarily incited
We are in the months when it is to praise when we see with wonder
possible we will have heavy snowfall the infinite. variety of things created
accumulations on weekends, making on the earth, in the animal kingdom,
driving hazardous. Parishioners should in the vegetable kingdom, and the
use their own good judgment and stay mineral kingdom. What wise order
safe. The 11:30 a.m. Sunday Mass will in all, both in great and small! We
almost never be cancelled when Fr.
involuntarily praise and exclaim:
Bradford is in town. That is because the
“O Lord, how manifold are your
route from the rectory to the church is
almost exclusively parkway and is well works! in wisdom have you made
maintained even in blizzards. So there them all”: Glory to you, Lord, who
is no need to call to see if “church is on.” has created everything!

C

Many of our parishioners travel a great
distance. So safety is the first concern.
Remember that you do nothing for the
Kingdom of Heaven by unnecessarily
putting yourself at risk.

John of Cronstadt

¶ Fr. John of Cronstadt was a Russian
Orthodox priest renowned for spiritual
direction. He died in 1909. This excerpt
is taken from The Way of the Pilgrim and
Other Classics of Russian Spirituality,
published in 2003.
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PRE-LENT

ith the Septuagesima
collect we move out of
the commemoration of Christmas
and Epiphany to the preparation for
Lent, which is itself a preparation
for Easter. The whole atmosphere
changes and we find the emphasis
laid on the thought of sin and God’s
steps to deliver us from it. Changes
on this thought will be rung
throughout the season. Already in
the collect we are forcibly reminded
of the punishment due to us, of
God’s mercy in coming to our
rescue, and of the essential result of
his clemency.
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If we recognize the justice of our
sufferings, then there is only one
thing left to do, and that is to throw
ourselves on God’s mercy. It may
seem odd that in a religion that
aspires to the highest morality we
should be encouraged to ignore the
claims of strict justice and to ask for
something that is rationally quite
outside it. The fact is that in religion
we are expected to think, not
primarily in the terms of strict logic,
but in terms of personal relations. In
such relations the supreme virtue is
love, of which mercy is a reflection.
Even in approaching God we are
led to believe that ‘mercy seasons
justice.’

lost its power. It is like the scar of an
old wound: it is a record of our past
history. Just as our body cannot be
quite the same again, so our mind
may not recover its old innocence
until Christ has really made us all
over again and we have become
indeed a new creation.

This is all done out of God’s
infinite goodness. There is so much
of it that it flows over into our nature
and invigorates our individual
personality. The result is that the
whole process redounds to the glory
of God. Those who are the recipients
of his bounty give him the credit
of the change in themselves, and
even others who only see it from a
First we acknowledge that we are
Whether it is ever possible to distance are constrained to exclaim,
justly punished for our offences.
reconcile mercy and justice we may ‘How good God is.’
There is not much evidence that, in not feel able to decide; but we know
If the chief end of man is to glorify
the days when this collect from the that, as far as our understanding God and enjoy him for ever, then
old Sarum missal was composed, goes, the two qualities have been in this we see the final end of all
leaders of thought were very worried, satisfied in Christ, who did not creation. The old Hebrews were
as we are today, about the purpose shrink from paying the fullest price continually urging God to fulfil
of punishment. The did not ask for our sin and so purchasing us an their requests on the ground that if
whether it was chiefly intended as immunity from its results.
he did so all the surrounding nations
a deterrent, frightening other people
Those results are three: its guilt, would recognize his greatness and
from the same misdeeds; or whether its power, and its stain. If Christ his prestige would be enhanced.
it was remedial, intended to cure the has paid the penalty and by linking
transgressor of his evil ways. To us with himself has started us on a We may regard that as a little too
them it was sufficient that a crime new life, then we have no right to naïve for our present way of thinking,
had been committed. It merited harbour feelings of guilt: we must but if we are really sinners delivered
a certain punishment and justice refrain from looking behind and by God we shall think all that
demanded that the appropriate keep our gaze riveted on the goal in redounds to his honour worthwhile.
Like the Samaritan who returned
penalty should be inflicted.
front.
to give thanks for his cure from his
It is the first step in the Christian
Similarly the power of sin is leprosy, we shall want to show our
religion to recognize that we are neutralized by the power of Christ gratitude for the kindness that has
sinners and that we therefore deserve who lies in us. In his person, as we restored to us our self-respect; and
punishment. We are reminded of have seen, the power that controls in all humility we shall wish by our
the penitent thief on the cross: ‘We the whole universe is made available lives to show how much we owe to
indeed suffer justly, for we receive to us: beside it the power of sin is the goodness of God.
the due reward of our deeds.’ That is truly negligible.
William C. Wand
the acknowledgement from which
The stain of sin is something more. ¶ Dr. Wand was Anglican Bishop of London
we must all start.
It may remain long after the sin has and author of many books on both scholarly
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and devotional subjects. Reflections on the
Collects was published by A. R. Mowbray
& Co., Ltd. in 1964. Septuagesima is
February 16th.

ARMS AND THE
WOMAN

V

ery few churches
are dedicated to S. Agatha
in England, and she is well-nigh
forgotten among us. But all over
the world Christians were proud
of her once. She was indeed one of
the most highly venerated martyrs
of Christian antiquity. For ages
a fierce dispute raged between
Palermo and Catania as to which
city could rightly claim the honour
of being her birthplace. Her name
is one of the very few inserted in
the canon of the old English liturgy,
and in that of Rome compiled in the
fifth century. It is also in the most
ancient calendars, both Eastern
and Western. In early days many
churches were dedicated in her
honour; in a letter of Gregory I,
for instance,…we read of one such
church in a suburb of Rome, which
was famous for the mosaics with
which it was decorated. Her name
is, of course, specially venerated
in Sicily, and in Catania, close
by the spot where she suffered, a
magnificent cathedral stands as the
enduring monument of her heroism.
The Church does well to keep her
in honoured remembrance, for the
message of her constancy comes
ringing down to us across the chasm
of the intervening centuries with a
majesty and power unweakened by
the passage of time. We stand greatly
in need of the fixed, inflexible
courage of S. Agatha today. For we
live in an age when the claims of
Christ are openly challenged, and in

FOR THOSE WHO
PLAN AHEAD

In addition to the regular
Sunday Mass at 11:30 a.m. the
Congregation will offer special
services at the following times
and days in the next six months.
Evensong on Sundays at 5 p.m.
on Feb 2nd, Mar 9th, Apr 27th, June
8th, and June 29th.
Stations during Lent begin
Friday March 7th, at 7:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Mass is Mar 5th
at 8:00 p.m.
Lady Day Mass is Tuesday
March 25th at 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Liturgy is Apr 18th
at 3:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil is April 19th at 8:30
p .m .
Ascension Day vigil Mass is
Wed, May 28th at 7:30 p.m.

a country where the Catholic Faith
is the religion of an unpopular
minority. As a consequence, the
duty of confessing Christ before
men is very particularly imposed
on us, and it needs high moral
courage to be true to it. S. Agatha
calls us to imitate her example by
faithfully and loyally witnessing
to Jesus. She reminds us that we
all can witness if we will, and
thus raise our lives from baseness
to nobility, from the level of the
commonplace to the sphere of the
sublime. To the priest tempted to
subordinate truth to popularity;
to the lad in the city warehouse
invited to laugh at the impure jest
and to join in the foul talk; to the
business man called to choose
between principle and profit;
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net
to the factory-girl, the typist, the
waitress trying to live the Catholic
life amid surroundings of constant
temptation; to each and all who
are struggling on in the face of
great difficulty and opposition
to be faithful to Jesus Christ,
and who nerve their souls to the
constant sacrifices which Christian
discipleship demands, there comes,
as there came to S. Agatha, the sure
promise of the Master, ‘Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a Crown of Life.’
Revd. G. D. Rosenthal
¶ Fr. Rosenthal was an Anglican parish
priest and author during the mid-twentieth
century. This excerpt of an address is taken
from his volume Festival and Fast, Philip
Allan & Co., Ltd, 1930.
¶ St. Agatha’s Feast Day is February 5th.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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