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READING IT AGAIN

M

any of us have had the
experience of enjoying a
good book and then reading it
again. When we do that we notice
things we missed during the earlier
reading. Some incidents in the book
may affect us differently during the
second reading. And because we
now know the conclusion, we notice
more clearly the events leading up
to or preparing for the ending.
Holy Church offers us the same
experience in her Mass lectionary.
Events that happened in the life of
Our Lord Jesus before His Passion
and Resurrection are now read again
even upon the glorious proclamation
during Eastertide. As a consequence,
of Divine charity that some Bible
our perspective is different.
scholars insisted Saint John actually
The gospel at Mass on April altered one of the Lord’s original
30th (John 3:16-21) described the sayings! They argue Jesus had said,
conclusion of a conversation Our “The Son of Man must be lifted up,
Lord had with Nicodemus. (You will that whosoever believeth in Him may
remember that it was Nicodemus have eternal life.” (The compilers of
who on Holy Saturday found the the Mass lectionary appear to fall
courage to publically identify with into this camp. The Gospel antiphon
Joseph of Arimathaea and help for April 30th claims the above quote
prepare the Lord’s body for burial.) is John 3:16.) To which, they argue,
It is amazing that the Fourth St John added a solemn warning so
Gospel, which declares most plainly that the passage in the Fourth Gospel
the love of God for the whole world, came to read, “The Son of Man
was also profoundly impressed by must be lifted up, that whosoever
the wickedness of that world. The believeth in Him should not perish
black shadow of evil cast such a pall but have eternal life.”

Those who do not believe in
Christ perish. Period. As St John
remembers Our Lord putting it,
the essence of judgment is not the
sentence but the verdict. It is the
Cross which is involved both in the
very means of redemption to those
who believe, and judgment to those
who are perishing. St Paul wrote
about this to the Corinthians. “For
the word of the Cross is to them that
are perishing foolishness, but to us
who are being saved it is the power
of God.” (1 Cor. 1:18)
Edward Caird (19th century Scottish
philosopher) once observed, “A
good man is the criticism of a bad
man.” And the bad man resents this
form of criticism. That is because
“men loved darkness rather than
light.” When Christ comes, He is
the Light of the World, and the light
automatically issues in judgment to
those who love darkness. To make
this clear is one purpose of the
Fourth Gospel
And then at Mass next day, May 1st,
we have a passage (John 3:31-36)
that produces one of those (usually
genteel) disagreements between
Bible scholars. Read over the
incident and you will discover that
it is not clear just who is speaking
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these words. In the Gospel, John
the Baptist is the last speaker
identified. So he is a candidate.
Some think the speaker is the
evangelist (John himself.) Other
scholars find the speaking style
very similar to what John the
Evangelist gives to our Lord
elsewhere in the Fourth Gospel.
So, you can pay your money and
take your choice!
But an important assertion is
made in this passage regardless
of who the speaker is. It is that
the Father has handed over
all things to the Son. This is a
recurrent theme in John’s Gospel.
Elsewhere it is said the Father has
given judgment to the Son, given
the Son to have life in Himself,
and power over all flesh. The Son
is given followers, and is given
freedom in what to say. The Son is
given the Divine Name and glory.
Now it is true there is mention
of this giving by the Father to
the Son in the other gospels. In
Matthew and Luke Jesus says,
“All things have been given over
to Me by My Father.” It is just
that St. John’s Gospel spells it all
out.
It was statements like these
which brought Christian thinkers
ultimately to recognize the great
significance of Jesus of Nazareth,
Who after all, had been such a
familiar companion and friend of
the first disciples. Good Friday,
Easter, and Pentecost changed the
perspective. The theologians, and
all Christians, came to recognize
the implications of what is said in
the gospels; Jesus does what the
Father does, and therefore they
act with the same power and have
one nature.
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That assertion is at the very heart
of our faith and it is why we are
Christians and not something else.
Father Bradford

THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Sunday, June 8, 2014
11:30 a.m.
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
Acts 2:1-11 lesson reading in foreign tongues
wear RED to Mass on Pentecost

5:00 p.m.
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Father Bradford, preacher
a reception will follow this service
Eucharistic adoration outside Mass should become a particular
commitment for individual parish and religious communities. Let us
take the time to kneel before Jesus present in the Eucharist, in order
to make reparation by our faith and love for the acts of carelessness
and neglect, and even the insults which our Saviour must endure in
many parts of the world. Let us deepen through adoration our personal
and communal contemplation, drawing upon aids to prayer inspired
by the word of God and the experience of so many mystics, old and
new. The Rosary itself, when it is profoundly understood in the biblical
and christocentric form which I recommended in the Apostolic Letter
Rosarium Virginis Mariae, will prove a particularly fitting introduction
to Eucharistic contemplation, a contemplation carried out with Mary as
our companion and guide.
St John Paul II
¶ This quotation of the Holy Father is taken from the Apostolic Letter Mane
Nobiscum Domine, 7 October, 2004.
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST

O

n Pentecost Sunday the
Church celebrates a birthday.
She is not celebrating the birthday
of the Holy Ghost. That would be
heretical. As the Third Person of the
Blessed Trinity, God the Holy Ghost
is co-eternal and co-equal with God
the Father and God the Son. There
never was a time when He did not
exist. Admittedly the Jews never
identified Him as a separate Person.
With the benefit of the Divine
Revelation that finds its completion
in the Christian Gospel, however,
we can find plenty of traces of the
Holy Ghost’s presence throughout
the Old Testament. Scratch the
surface of Genesis and there He
is already in the third verse of the
very first chapter, hovering over the
primordial darkness at the beginning
of Creation. It is His voice that
speaks through the prophets and,
indeed, inspires every word of the
Old Testament.
The birthday that the Church
celebrates on Pentecost Sunday is
in fact Her own birthday. Pentecost
really marks the nativity of the
Catholic Church.
Like an embryo growing in a
mother’s womb, the development of
the Church was a gradual process.
Our Lord laid Her foundations with
His public ministry. He established
Her hierarchical structure when He
appointed the Twelve Apostles, with
Peter in charge, and commissioned
them and their successors the
bishops and the Pope -to be the
teachers, governors and sanctifiers
in His Kingdom on earth. He made
Christian Baptism the means of
incorporation into His Mystical

Body. In the Upper Room, where
so many of the milestone scenes
in the drama of our salvation took
place, He instituted the Sacrifice of
the Mass and the Sacrament of the
Eucharist, along with the priesthood
of the New Covenant, so that
Calvary might be perpetuated in an
unbloody manner in all subsequent
ages, so that He might abide with
us and feed us with His own living
Body, and so that sins might be
forgiven in Confession.

of memory and identity throughout
his life. Similarly in the Church: as
Her members are born, baptised,
anointed and buried, it is the Holy
Ghost Who gives to the Church
Her own continuity of memory and
identity as generations come and go.
In the words of Pope Leo XIII: “If
Christ is the Head of the Church, the
Holy Ghost is Her Soul.” He is the
Divine Spirit Who ensures that She
remains ever faithful to the same
Truth, without caving in to the spirit
It was on the Cross that Our Lord of the age.
purchased the Church for Himself, All of this has to do with what
winning for Her members the grace might be called the ‘public’ role of
of Redemption. In the water and the Holy Ghost in the Church’s life.
blood flowing from His wounded What about His action in our lives as
side, we are reminded of Eve being individual members of the Church?
formed from the rib of Adam. And so Read the Acts of the Apostles and
the Church glories in Her beautiful you will see that Pentecost tells us
title ‘Bride of Christ’.
that as Christians we are all called
It was at Pentecost, however, that to be ‘charismatics’.
the Church was really launched as a
universal concern that would extend
across continents and centuries.
In was in that same Upper Room
in which Our Lord had already
instituted the Mass, the priesthood
and the sacrament of Penance, that
the Holy Ghost descended on Our
Lady and the Apostles, and the
Church ceased to be the concern
of a local body of disciples and
became forever truly international,
truly Catholic.

While the Church is two thousand
years old, She remains eternally
young. It is the Holy Ghost who is
responsible for this perennial youth.
Biologists tell us that the cells of
the human body are constantly
dying and being replaced. And yet
a human being retains a continuity

This might sound alarming to
most sane Englishmen. In this part
of the world people have a healthy
suspicion of forms of worship
that involve breathlessness and
perspiration. Being genuinely
charismatic, however, does not
necessarily mean praying the Our
Father with arms outstretched like a
Spitfire or a Messerschmitt. Being
charismatic really means being
full of the gifts of the Holy Ghost.
Above all, it means brimming over
with divine love.
The word charism means gift. And
it is important to discern whether
perceived charisms are in fact gifts
of the Holy Ghost, rather than
manifestations of eccentricity or
even the influence of some malign
spirit. Here we always have to
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remember that the Holy Ghost is the
Spirit of unity and of truth. And so if
our gifts contribute to the unity and
the building up of the Church, and
if they are characterised by docility
and faithfulness to the Church’s
teaching authority, then we can
probably be confident that they are
genuine gifts of the Spirit.
Being the greatest of gentlemen,
God never forces His gifts upon us.
His desire is for us to receive them
with open hearts. We should pray in
this month of Pentecost, and in this
month of the great charismatic St
Philip, that the same spirit of love
and zeal that enflamed St Philip’s
hearts will burn in our own, so that
through our generosity and our
witness, many souls will be brought
into the divine unity of the Catholic
Church.
In occasions of necessity, the
Church encourages the faithful to
pray novenas, or nine-day prayers
of petition. The origin of this is the
nine days of prayer made by the
disciples in the Upper Room after the
Ascension. Our Lord commanded
them to remain together in Jerusalem
in preparation for the coming of the
Holy Ghost at Pentecost (Acts 1,
4). To assist us in our vocation of
building God’s Kingdom on earth,
we might make a novena asking for
the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. These
gifts are wisdom, understanding,
fear of the Lord (awe and wonder),
counsel, knowledge, fortitude and
piety. We can begin this novena
on Friday 30h May, concluding
on Saturday 7th June, the Vigil of
Pentecost. A suggested prayer is the
Veni Sancte Spiritus:
Come, Holy Ghost, fill the hearts of
Thy faithful and kindle in them the
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fire of Thy love.
∕ Send forth Thy Spirit, and they
shall be created
± And Thou shalt renew the face
of the earth.
Let us pray.

O

God Who by the light of the
Holy Ghost didst instruct
the hearts of the faithful, grant
that by the gift of the same Spirit
we may be always truly wise and
ever rejoice in His consolation.
Through Christ our Lord.
± Amen.
The Provost
¶ This is an abridged version of an
article published in the May, 2013 issue
(Vol. 90, No. 1104) of The Oratory Parish
Magazine of the Brompton (London)
Oratory.

THE FIRST
SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST, OR
TRINITY SUNDAY
Sunday, June 15, 2014
11:30 a.m.
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Athanasian Creed

THREE IN ONE

T
¶ Summer Altar Flowers may be
brought to Sunday Mass beginning
Memorial Day weekend. There
will be a sign-up sheet available
for you to pick one or more
Sundays. Flowers may be from
your garden, or florist. We require
two arrangements for use on the
high altar and one or two smaller
arrangements, if you prefer, for
the Marian altar. We also have
some vases for use. Come to the
sacristy door if vases are needed.

rinity Sunday is one of
the few feasts that celebrates
a reality and belief of the Church,
rather than an event or person. Today
we honor the eternal God: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Essentially,
we believe that God is one being yet
three distinct persons. Most people
have a hard time wrapping their
minds around this doctrine. Don’t let
the word “person” fool you. Person
here means “that which stands on
its own,” or “individual reality,”
and does not mean the persons of
the Trinity are like three human
persons. How can the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit be distinct from
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one another yet completely united?
Well, think of your eyes: each eye
is distinct, yet together they are one
and undivided in their sight. Another
illustration is a musical chord.
Think of a C chord. The C, E, and
G notes are all distinct notes, but
joined as one chord make the sound
richer and more dynamic than if the
notes had been played individually.
The notes are all equally important
in producing the lovely sound, and
the sound is lacking and thin if one
of them is left out. Yet again, the
Trinity could be compared to ice,
steam, and water. Jesus was solid,
like ice: he became fully human
so we could see him in our world.
The Holy Spirit, like steam, is
something that cannot be seen, but
has great power. The Father is like
water, without which there would
be neither steam nor ice. However,
all of these explanations fall short.
The Trinity is a mystery but by the
word “mystery,” the Church does
not mean a riddle to be solved, but
a reality beyond our human ability
to grasp. Ultimately, it is a truth we
can only begin to know through
worship, symbol, and faith.
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THE NATIVITY OF SAINT
JOHN THE BAPTIST

SOLEMNITY
OF CORPUS
CHRISTI
Sunday, June 22, 2014
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

¶ The Solemnity of the Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist is Tuesday,
June 24th. Masses in St. Theresa
of Avila Church are 6:45 a.m. and
4:00 p.m.

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

¶ This article appeared in the June 18-19,
2011 parish paper of Saint Mary of the
Assumption Parish, Brookline, MA.

I

f someone should ask us
what the Catholic devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus is all about,
we could answer them very simply:
it is about the love that God has for
us as expressed by the human nature
of Jesus. As a human love, it is
vulnerable to all the heartache that
our human nature can experiencelonging, ardent emotion, sadness
for the sorrows of those whom we
love, and especially grief when our

love is scorned or mal-interpreted.
During the time of the 33 Years
of Christ’s visible life on earth,
He experienced the full capacity
of the human heart to endure the
suffering caused by rejected love.
Many times in the Gospels, we
see Christ confronted by gangs of
enemies, chiefly from among the
Pharisee movement, which was
very popular among the religious
Jews of that day. They always find
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fault with what He is teaching: they
even find fault with the miracles
He is working. They return Him
suspicion and hatred for all the
good He is doing for them. We think
readily enough of how Christ would
have been indignant and prepared to
pronounce His righteous judgment
upon these ingrates. But more than
that, there is the hurt that Christ
experienced to see all His love and
mercy just thrown back in His face.
This hurt was a very real thing, just
as the physical sufferings of His
crucifixion were real things.
Is this not a universal human
experience, this hurt when our
honest love and desire to do good for
someone else is taken by others for
their opposites? Within a marriage or
within a family, for example, an act
of love is met with a cynical, Well,
you really did that only because…,”
or a child who so naturally loves its
parents is repeatedly treated with,
“You little sneak! I know you’re up
to no good,” or a doctor, who has
exerted himself for a patient and
empathized with the family, ends
up with, ‘’You killed our mother!
You terrible doctor! We’re going to
sue you!” Such examples could be
multiplied on and on.
Quite typically, the human heart
when repeatedly wounded becomes
embittered or closes in upon itself
(we will love only those who love
us back). Not so, however, with that
Sacred Human Heart of Jesus. The
suffering love only increased and
was intensified, finding its fullest
expression as Jesus was hoisted
upon the Cross:
“Father ,forgive them, for they
know not what they do” (Luke
23:34).
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Christ is now in glory and
these sufferings are ended, but
nonetheless, what Christ suffered
in His human heart during the
course of the 33 Years is somehow
mysteriously continued in His
Eucharistic Existence, so that in
the course of our faith-life we are
able to contemplate it, and bring
the hurts of our own hearts to His,
in order to learn the lessons of
Divine Love more deeply.

the leadership of the whole human
race, and that all should turn their
minds to him as the bride does to the
bridegroom. He himself preferred to
stand by and hear him speak, and to
enjoy with all eagerness the voice
of the beloved (Jn 3:29)…

Outside of Christianity, the
idea of a God who loves us with
a suffering love seems to be an
absurdity, a dishonor to the majesty
of God even. But this is what the
Life of Christ lays bare to us: that
God proved His love for me and
for all mankind by taking on a
human nature with a heart of flesh,
which could be hurt and broken by
all that the darkness of sin and the
miseries of the human condition
could throw at it.

The good of this life is, in part, the
Spirit of adoption from God, from
whence comes that perfect love in
accordance with which the blessed
life is lived. The Spirit permits us to
receive the Mysteries of Christ, and
as it is said, to those who receive
him “he gave power to become
children of God” (Jn 1:12). It is to
the children that the perfect love
belongs from which “all fear has
been driven away” (cf. 1 Jn 4:18).
He who loves in that way cannot
fear either the loss of rewards or the
incurring of penalties, for the latter.
Fear belongs to slaves, the former
to hirelings. To love purely in this
manner belongs to sons alone.

Father Charles J. Higgins

Nicholas Cabasilas

¶ This article appeared in the June 8,
2008 issue of the Sunday paper of Mary
Immaculate of Lourdes Parish, Newton,
MA. Fr. Higgins is the Pastor.

¶ Nicholas Cabasilas (1319/20–1392)
was a Byzantine mystic and theologian.
This excerpt is from On the Life in Christ,
his chief work. It was published by St.
Vladimir’s Seminary Press in 1974.

THE PERFECT
LOVE

W

hen John the Baptist
was tested by Christ’s
appearing he was so far from
taking offense that it was he who
proclaimed him to those who knew
him not (cf. Jn 3:29, 30). Nothing
was more pleasing to him than
that saying by which he detracted
from his own glory. He thought
it right that Christ should attract
attention to himself and assume
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The Congregation
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind church.)

THE SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER
AND PAUL
Sunday, June 29, 2014
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 a.m.

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Deacon Michael J. Connolly, preacher
5:00 p.m.
A reception will follow the evening service.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Thanks to Father James J.
O’Driscoll for being our celebrant
and preacher at Mass on Sunday,
May 11th. He is a frequent participant
in our liturgies and serves as
Parochial Vicar in Holy Family
Parish in Rockland.
Ñ Saint Barnabas Day is Wednesday,
June 11th. Masses in Saint Theresa
of Avila Church are at 6:45 a.m. and

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Sung Mass
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
http://www.locutor.net

Communion Service) beginning
on Sunday, June 22nd. This is
found at numbers 747-749 in The
Hymnal 1940. With it we use the
Old Scottish Chant Gloria, found at
number 739.

Ñ The Bradford family enjoyed
a visit from Dr. Jessica Bradford
during May, home from her
practice of medicine in Tanzania.

Ñ The Solemnity of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus is Friday, June
27th. See the fine article by Father
Higgins elsewhere in this issue.
The Immaculate Heart of Mary is
observed on the next day, Saturday,
June 28th. There is Anglican Use
Mass each Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at
the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Avila Church.

Ñ We will be using the Leo
Sowerby Mass setting (Fifth

Ñ Father’s Day is Sunday, June
15th.

4:00 p.m. Father Bradford is often
celebrant at the 4:00 p.m. Mass.
Daily Mass in Saint Mary of the
Assumption Parish, Brookline
Village, is 12:10 p.m.
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St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street
(Route 9).

Park in the church parking lot behind the Church,
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car: From the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short
distance on left.
From Boston: From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles.
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station board Bus #60, which stops in
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station
on the Green Line C-branch.
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

