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NOTES FROM THE CHAPLAIN

Some of you have heard the 
funny story of a preacher asked 

about sermon preparation. How long 
does it take you to prepare a ten-
minute sermon? Answer: “About 
ten hours.” How long does it take 
you to prepare a twenty-minute 
sermon? Answer: “About twenty 
hours.” Well then, how long does 
it take you to prepare an hour-long 
sermon? “An hour long sermon? 
I’m ready now!” 

We hear about the need for 
better sermon preparation and for 
enriched courses in homiletics 
in the seminaries. But there is 
another ingredient most often not 
mentioned. It is the expectation of 
the congregation. Are the people 
coming to mass expecting to be 
nourished by what they hear? In 
my northern Indiana parish years 
ago two women, long-time friends, 
sat quietly in consecutive pews 
long after the mass had ended, 
the candles extinguished, and the 
postlude finished. Then the one 
turned around and said, “you know, 
I didn’t get anything out of his 
sermon today.” To which the other, 
who knew her friend like an open 
book, smiled and replied, “That’s 
because you didn’t bring anything 
to put it in!” 

yes, there are frequent laments in 
the Catholic press about the poor 
quality of sermons. Lay people are 
more exposed to this problem than are 
the preachers themselves. Preachers 
normally only hear themselves! 
Rarely do I hear a sermon preached 
by one of my colleagues in St Theresa 
of Avila Parish. This is probably too 
bad. Preachers need to be preached 
to as well. 

I was once asked many years ago by 
an episcopal Church diocese in the 
midwest if I would consider being a 
candidate for bishop. I was grateful 
for their asking. But to my old friend 
on the other end of the telephone call 
I confided, “Why do I want to be an 
episcopal bishop when I don’t want 
to be an episcopalian?” Needless to 
say, my name was scratched from 
the list! But it got me thinking that if 
ever I were a bishop I would spend 
considerable time sitting with the 
people in the congregation listening 
to my priests preach and say mass. 
How else could I know about them 
and support them in their ministry? 

I thank the Good Lord I have always 
had congregations with a high 
expectation that in the sermon they 
will hear the Gospel Good News. I 
suspect that the boring sermon may 

begin with the preacher. But if, week 
by week, the people expect to be 
bored, so will be the preaching. on 
the other hand, if the congregation 
anticipates something better, that in 
itself will contribute to keeping the 
preacher on his toes. 

I know my congregation listens 
carefully. I can see it from the 
pulpit. Sometimes you even take 
notes or ask for a copy of the sermon 
or comment on it at the door after 
mass. occasionally there is a further 
question or even a correction. As 
case in point is a Sunday in July. 
The mass Gospel quoted one of 
the times our Lord Jesus warned, 
“many are called, but few are 
chosen.” And I said this means the 
Church is something other than the 
whole body of the redeemed. I went 
on to say this idea runs counter to 
the ancient Jews and the Calvinist 
reformers for whom membership 
was everything and the covenanting 
church was the community of saints. 
Peter Kreeft, who appreciates a 
good sermon, mentioned afterwards 
that Calvinism actually teaches the 
opposite. Looking it all up later 
I found that although both John 
Calvin and martin Luther needed to 
find an ecclesiology to justify their 
breaking with the Church as visibly 
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organized, they both nevertheless 
resisted the temptation to promote 
either a purely invisible church or 
one that was synonymous with 
those covenanting the breakaway. 
It is evangelicals and liberal 
Protestants who only believe in 
an invisible, rather than visible, 
Church. But Calvin is on record, 
“As it is necessary for us to 
believe in the invisible Church 
which is apparent only to the eyes 
of God, so we are commanded 
to respect that church which is 
called the Church on the human 
plane, and enjoy its communion.” 
(Institutes iv. 7) Calvin’s doctrine 
of the Church actually follows 
Saint Augustine’s. At any rate, I 
was glad for the correction, and 
changed the text in the printed 
sermon. The bottom line message 
remained the same. Being 
Catholic does not automatically 
punch your bus ticket to the 
heavenly realm! 

Sermons are appreciated, 
and good listening is part of 
the transaction. Coming back 
from a summer family reunion, 
another parishioner, eva murphy, 
told of seeing a t-shirt listing 
“Ten Reasons Why I am an 
episcopalian.” one of the very 
first reasons was, “you do not 
have to check your brains at the 
door.” Thank God none of my 
parishioners, or any Catholic 
I know, has ever (or ever been 
asked to) check his brains at the 
door! 

father Bradford 

SHORT NOTES
Ñ many thanks to fr. James J. 
o’Driscoll who was our celebrant 
and preacher on the last Sunday in 
August, and also on September 7th. 
He is known to all of you from his 
many visits to us over the years. fr. 
o’Driscoll is parochial vicar in Holy 
family Parish, Rockland. 

Ñ There are a few altar flower dates 
available for Sundays in September. 
Sign up sheet is available at coffee 
hours. 

Ñ Adult Inquirers’ Classes are 
offered in the fall at a time and 
place arranged by the chaplain and 
those interested. Classes involve 
a thorough consideration of The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
and may be used as preparation 
for Confirmation or continuing 
education. A syllabus is available. 

Ñ Condolences are offered to 
parishioner Jay Chin and his family 
on the death of his grandmother 
Sylvia La Luz. may she rest in 
peace.

Ñ Next month the congregation will 
conduct an every member Canvass 
for financial support of its programs 
in 2015. your participation is vital 
to our work. 

Ñ At sung masses we will return to 
the Healy Willan music setting on 
September 21st. 

Ñ father Bradford’s sermons 
now appear regularly on the 
congregation’s web site. Printed 
copies are also available upon 
request.

THE NATIVITY OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY
monday, September 8, 2014

masses at St Theresa of Avila 
Church

6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

There is no Anglican Use Mass 
on September 8th.

IN THEIR OWN 
WORDS 

In the end, modern liberalism—
both secular and religious—has 
to do with control in the name 
of freedom. The bitterness 
that now suffuses the once-
optimistic liberal movement is 
a belated awareness that—at 
least in the Catholic Church—
that program has failed. 

James Hitchcock 
¶ James Hitchcock is professor of 
history in St Louis University and 
a frequent columnist in the church 
press. This quote is from a two-part 
article published by Catholic World 
Report magazine and appeared in 
the June. 2011 edition. 
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HoW PReCIouS the gift of 
the cross, how splendid to 

contemplate! In the cross there is 
no mingling of good and evil, as 
in the tree of paradise: it is wholly 
beautiful to behold and good to taste. 
The fruit of this tree is not death but 
life, not darkness but light. This tree 
does not cast us out of paradise, but 
opens the way for our return. 

This was the tree on which Christ, 
like a king on a chariot, destroyed the 
devil, the Lord of death, and freed 
the human race from his tyranny. 
This was the tree upon which the 
Lord, like a brave warrior wounded 
in hands, feet and side, healed the 
wounds of sin that the evil serpent 
had inflicted on our nature. A tree 
once caused our death, but now a 
tree brings life. once deceived by 
a tree, we have now repelled the 
cunning serpent by a tree. What an 
astonishing transformation! That 
death should become life, that decay 
should become immortality, that 
shame should become glory! Well 
might the holy Apostle exclaim: 
Far be it from me to glory except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world! 
The supreme wisdom that flowered 
on the cross has shown the folly 
of worldly wisdom’s pride. The 
knowledge of all good, which is the 
fruit of the cross, has cut away the 
shoots of wickedness. 

The wonders accomplished through 
this tree were foreshadowed clearly 
even by the mere types and figures 
that existed in the past. meditate on 
these, if you are eager to learn. Was 
it not the wood of a tree that enabled 
Noah, at God’s command, to escape 

the destruction of the flood together 
with his sons, his wife, his sons’ 
wives and every kind of animal? And 
surely the rod of moses prefigured 
the cross when it changed water 
into blood, swallowed up the false 
serpents of Pharaoh’s magicians, 
divided the sea at one stroke and then 
restored the waters to their normal 
course, drowning the enemy and 
saving God’s own people? Aaron’s 
rod, which blossomed in one day 
in proof of his true priesthood, was 
another figure of the cross, and did 
not Abraham foreshadow the cross 
when he bound his son Isaac and 
placed him on the pile of wood? 

By the cross death was slain 

and Adam was restored to life. 
The cross is the glory of all the 
apostles, the crown of the martyrs, 
the sanctification of the saints. By 
the cross we put on Christ and cast 
aside our former self. By the cross 
we, the sheep of Christ, have been 
gathered into one flock, destined for 
the sheepfolds of heaven. 

Saint Theodore the Studite 

¶ Theodore lived from 759–826 and 
was one of the finest representatives 
of Byzantine monasticism. Studios, 
at Constantinople, was the center 
of monastic life in the east. His 
surviving writings include a sermon 
for Holy Cross Day, of which this is 
an excerpt. 

THIS TREE BRINGS LIFE 

HOLY CROSS DAY
Sunday, September 14, 2014

11:30 a.m.
Procession and Solemn mass

5:00 p.m. Solemn evensong & Benediction
The Choir of St Theresa of Avila Parish will sing this service.
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Prince Otto von Habsburg was 
the last crown prince of Austria-
Hungary. He died on July 4, 2011, 
full of years and honors, and a 
devout son of the Church. 

SIx RequIem mASSeS were 
offered for the archduke. In 

addition to two in Austria, two 
were celebrated in Germany, and 
one each in Croatia and Hungary. 
efficacious prayers and worthy 
memorials all, but across the 
gulf of three years, there remains 
something profoundly revealing 
about the interment service that 
followed the mass at St. Stephen’s. 
In a short, rubric-laden ceremony, 
the master of ceremonies and the 
Capuchin church’s door warden 
said more of significance about otto 
von Habsburg’s accomplishments, 
humanity, and deeply felt faith than 
all the eulogies and obituaries of 
the previous two weeks. When the 
crown prince’s funeral entourage 
arrived at the imperial Habsburg 
family crypt of the church, the 
entourage’s master of ceremonies 
knocked at its ancient doors. 

‘’Who desires entry?” asked the 
voice of the door warden. 

“otto of Austria,” answered the 
master of ceremonies, “former 
crown prince of Austria-Hungary; 
prince royal of Hungary and 
Bohemia, of Dalmatia, Croatia, 
Slavonia…” The master proceeded 
down a list of forty-two illustrious 
titles, including “prince royal 
of Galicia,” my grandparents’ 
home, and “duke of Krakow,” the 
magnificent university city my 
father loved. 

But the door warden was not 

moved: “We do not know him.” 

The master of ceremonies 
knocked again.

“Who desires entry?” 

“Dr. otto von Habsburg, 
president and honorary president 
of the Pan-european union, 
and quondam president of the 
european Parliament... ,” and 
again, the worldly honorifics 
continued, this time including an 
endless list of academic titles. 

Again, the door warden was not 
moved: “We do not know him.” 

The master of ceremonies 
knocked a third time. 

“Who desires entry?” 

Then, for the last time, for the 
last Habsburg crown prince of 
imperial Austria-Hungary, the last 
answer was given: “otto, a mortal 
and sinful man.” 

The ancient door swung open. 
“Then let him enter,” responded 
the door warden. 

Some men are born noble by 
name, others noble by nature. 
It’s a rare and blessed gift when 
those characteristics combine in a 
single life, well lived. Such a life 
was otto von Habsburg’s. 

¶ Reprinted with permission from 
New oxford Review, 1069 Kains 
Ave., Berkeley CA 94706, USA; 
wwwnewoxfordreview.org. This 
excerpt is from an article “Otto 
von Habsburg, the Kaiser Who 
Never Was” by Stanley T. Grip, Jr., 
and published in the July-August 
2014 issue of the magazine. 

ANGLICAN USE MASS ON 
SATURDAY 

This Saturday mass resumes its 
regular schedule in St Theresa’s 
Church on September 13th. mass 
is in the main church at the marian 
altar. mass time is 8:00 a.m.

WHO DESIRES ENTRY? 

Angels: Help from on High: Stories 
& Prayers

Written and compiled by Marianne 
Lorraine Trouvé, FSP 

Sr. marianne frequently attends our 
evening services. She has put together 
an intriguing collection of stories, 
prayers, and devotions, exploring what 
we know of the angels through the 
writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Paperback, 144 pages. 
$5.95 uSD 
Pauline Books & media
ISBN-13: 978-0819807908
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our sister parish, which worships at St. Patrick Church, at 9 Pome-
worth Street in Stoneham, mass., will be celebrating its feast of title 
on September 3rd, and has invited all of us to celebrate with them.

THE MARVELLOUS 
HUMILITY OF THE 

SON OF GOD

DuRING THe PAST feW 
DAyS, I have been reading 

about the simple, normal way of life 
that our Lord willed to live while 
he was on earth, and I saw that he 
loved this ordinary and lowly life 
so much that he abased himself, 
so far as lay in his power, to adapt 
himself to it, and that although he 
was the uncreated Wisdom of the 
eternal father, yet it was his will to 
preach his doctrine in a much more 
commonplace and ordinary style 
than his apostles did. I ask you to 
compare his discourses with the 
letters and sermons of St. Peter, St. 
Paul and the other apostles. It would 
seem that he assumed the style of 
a man of little learning, while the 
apostles seem to be the style of 
men with far greater knowledge 
than he had. What is even more 
astonishing, it was his will that 
his sermons should produce much 
less in the way of results than did 
those of his apostles; for we may 
see in the Gospels that he gained 
his apostles and disciples almost 
always one by one, and that with 
trouble and difficulty, and yet by his 
first sermon St. Peter converted five 

thousand. That, for sure, has given 
me more light and knowledge, or so 
it seems, on the marvellous humility 
of the Son of God than any other 
reflection on the subject that I have 
ever made.

St. Vincent de Paul
¶ St. Vincent de Paul founded the 
Congregation of the Mission in 1625 for 
the preaching of the Gospel in parts of 
France neglected since the devastations of 
the religious wars of the previous century. 
He was canonized in 1737. This extract of 
a letter to a mission priest is dated January 
15, 1633. It is taken from Life of St. 
Vincent de Paul, edited by R. F. Wilson and 
published in 1873. Saint Vincent’s feast day 
is September 27th, a Saturday this year.

DIVINE SELF-GIVING

‘He SPAKe THe WoRD 
and they were made: He 

commanded and they were created.’ 
‘By the word of the Lord were the 
heavens made, and all the hosts of 
them by the breath of His mouth.’ 
Whatever may have been the 

original intention of such words, 
they convey the impression of easy 
control and limited endeavour, 
of resources held in reserve and 
power unused. There is nothing 
of the giving of self, and therefore 
nothing of the authenticity of love, 
in activity so light and easy.

If the work of God in creation is the 
work of love, then truth demands an 
imagery which will do justice to the 
limitless self-giving which is among 
the marks of authentic love…

We may illustrate the kind of 
imagery which might express the 
self-giving of God in creation. A 
doctor tells of an operation which, 
as a young student, he observed 
in a London hospital. ‘It was the 
first time that this particular brain 
operation had been carried out in this 
country. It was performed by one of 
our leading surgeons upon a young 
man of great promise for whom, 

Continued on page 15
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FOR SHE LOVED 
MUCH  

(Luke 7:36-50)

I SuSPeCT that our individual 
reactions to what happens in 

this gospel story depend upon 
our view of extravagant grand 
gestures. many of us would shrink 
in embarrassment at the behavior of 
the woman, crying over the Lord’s 
feet, wiping them with her hair, and 
kissing and anointing them. But the 
story should be loved by all of us 
nevertheless, for it shows our Lord 
Jesus as the friend of sinners. 

unlike our homes, where our 
dinner parties take place behind 
closed doors, or in fenced-in 
backyards, intrusions are familiar 
in oriental households. Remember 
in the Arabian Nights uninvited 
persons entering wherever they hear 
music. Biblical Palestine is closer to 
that than to West Roxbury!

In any event, the story, recorded 
only by St. Luke, does not tell us 
whether the woman has come to 
our Lord for the first time, and is 
confessing her sins and showing her 
bitter sorrow for them, or whether 
she is a penitent already rescued 
by Jesus and is showing gratitude. 
In either case, our Lord Jesus does 
not stop her action, but uses what 
she does to tell the story of Two 
Debtors to reveal the true meaning 
of the woman’s action. And then the 
Son of God says those gracious and 
merciful words all souls must long 
to hear from Him, “your sins are 
forgiven.” 

our love of the Lord Jesus and our 
revulsion at sin, which offends His 
Great and Sacred Heart, go hand 

in hand and are strengthened or 
weakened together. Where our love 
is great, our sins, which may also be 
great, are forgiven. That is the good 
news of the gospel.

father Bradford

¶ A sermon preached in St. Theresa 
of Avila Church on September 20, 
2001.

JESUS, THE BEST 
OF FATHERS 

HoW CAN We fAIL to rejoice 
when we find ourselves 

involved in many combats, knowing 
as we do that every victory achieved 
has a corresponding degree of glory? 
may this thought of eternal bliss with 
Jesus and of being made similar to 
the Son of God encourage you and 
prevent you from yielding to the 
enemy’s temptations. may you be 
urged onwards in this direction by 
the example of Jesus Christ of whom 
it is written: “one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sinning,” tempted to 
the point at which he could bear no 
more and cried out: “my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” 

you say you are anxious about 
the future, but don’t you know that 
the Lord is with you always and 
that our enemy has no power over 
one who has resolved to belong 
entirely to Jesus? moreover, isn’t 
God good and faithful to the point 
of not permitting you to be tempted 
beyond your strength?… If we were 
left to ourselves we should always 
be falling and never remain on our 
feet Humble yourself, then, at the 
delightful thought that you are in 

the divine arms of Jesus, the best 
of fathers, like a little infant in its 
mother’s arms, and sleep peacefully 
with the certainty that you are being 
guided towards the destination which 
will be to your greatest advantage. 
How can we be afraid to remain in 
such loving arms when our entire 
being is consecrated to God? 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 
¶ Padre Pio (1887–1968) was a Capuchin 
priest who received the stigmata. He was 
much sought after as a spiritual advisor, 
confessor, and intercessor. This excerpt is 
taken from Letters. Volume II published in 
1997. Feast Day: September 23rd.

PRAYER FOR LIFE 

O mary, bright dawn of the new 
world, mother of the living, to 

you do we entrust the cause of life. 
Look down, o mother, upon the vast 
numbers of babies not allowed to be 
born, of the poor whose lives are 
made difficult, of men and women 
who are victims of brutal violence, 
of the elderly and the sick killed by 
indifference or out of misguided 
mercy. 

Grant that all who believe in your 
Son may proclaim the Gospel of 
life with honesty and love to the 
people of our time. obtain for them 
the grace to accept that Gospel as a 
gift ever new, the joy of celebrating 
it with gratitude throughout their 
lives, and the courage to bear 
witness to it resolutely, in order to 
build, together with all people of 
good will, a civilization of truth and 
love, to the praise and glory of God, 
the Creator and lover of life. 

St. John Paul II 
Evangelium Vitae (105)
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

Sunday September 28, 2014 
Saint michael’s Day is the anniversary of the 1997 founding of the Anglican 
use in the Archdiocese of Boston. We honor the day with a parish picnic 
following mass on Sunday, September 28th. The observance will conclude 
with Solemn evensong & Benediction following the picnic.

ANGLICAN EVENSONG FOR OUR 
LADY OF WALSINGHAM

4:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 21, 2014

Chapel of mary, Stonehill College, North easton

This is our annual service jointly sponsored with St Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Brockton. maps with directions to the college and chapel are 
available after mass on Sundays. A reception follows the service.

¶ The feast day for Our Lady of Walsingham is September 24th.

after an accident, there seemed 
to be no other remedy. It was an 
operation of the greatest delicacy, in 
which a small error would have had 
fatal consequences. In the outcome 
the operation was a triumph: but 
it involved seven hours of intense 
and uninterrupted concentration 
on the part of the surgeon. When it 
was over, a nurse had to take him 
by the hand, and lead him from the 
operating theatre like a blind man or 
a little child.’ This, one might say, 
is what self-giving is like: such is 
the likeness of God, wholly given, 
spent and drained in that sublime 
self-giving which is the ground and 
source and origin of the universe.

W. H. Vanstone
¶ Father Vanstone was an Anglican 
priest born in 1923. This excerpt is taken 
from Love’s endeavor, Love’s expense, 
published in 1977.
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


