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WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO FOR YOU?

Old associations die hard! 
some of you may remember 

the 1928 Book of Common Prayer 
lectionary for sunday Mass. it is 
a one-year cycle of lessons, and 
the texts are fully printed out in 
the book. the story of “a certain 
blind man” was the gospel for 
Quinquagesima, the sunday prior 
to ash Wednesday. The Book of 
Common Prayer followed the 
Roman lectionary in this. the St 
Joseph Sunday Missal had this 
gospel text for Quinquagesima 
as well. this text was taken from 
st luke’s account of what we 
have today in st Mark’s gospel. 
and because ash Wednesday was 
around the corner, we usually made 
much of the fact that this incident 
was the first place in the gospel 
where “son of david” was used as 
a title for christ. the only meaning 
of this title was Messiah, because 
the blind man desired to receive 
his sight, and only the Messiah, 
descended from david’s line, could 
do that. so the identity of Jesus was 
out in public. as a prophet, christ 
taught the Word of God. But as 
Messiah, He was the one appointed 
to bring in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
the Messiah not only teaches, but 
He does something, and the doing 

was about the happen! so we would 
preach in the run-up to lent, when 
the great events that accomplish our 
salvation begin to unfold. 

in the present-day lectionary, we 
have another interesting association. 
this story of blind Bartimaeus (who 
is named in st. Mark’s gospel) 
follows by a week the encounter 
Jesus had with two of His closest 
disciples, James and John. the men 
Jesus had named “sons of thunder” 
wanted special privileges. But in both 
gospel texts our lord says “what do 
you want Me to do for you?” Both 
encounters are made memorable by 
the fact that christ does not reject 
the requests, but, probing the heart, 
sees the good in it. 

the christian life always demands 
single-mindedness and persistence. 
that is true even when sometimes 
our hearts are at first set on the 

wrong things. We can only wonder 
at the times we asked God for the 
very opposite of what He knows we 
really need. But the first important 
step is to want something badly 
enough and to ask Him for it. 

James and John wanted political 
clout, and our lord saw to the 
bottom of the request that they 
wanted to remain close to Him. 
christ can work with that. 

Bartimaeus wanted his sight. that 
might seem obvious to us. But it is 
not perverse for Jesus to ask anyway: 
“What do you want Me to do for 
you?” Blind men do not always 
want sight any more than sinners 
want to be cleansed or sick people 
want to be healed. the power is in 
the familiarity with what is known. 
Bartimaeus had a life. it may have 
been miserable by the standards of 
people who have their eyesight. But 
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Bartimaeus did. He ignored the 
wisdom of the crowd, pressed 
through it, came to Jesus, received 
his sight, and followed the lord 
on the Way. that is the winning 
combination! 

Father Bradford 
¶ This sermon was preached at Sunday 
Mass on October 20, 2003. 

at least his life was predictable. 

to answer christ, however, with 
the plea “Master, let me receive 
my sight” is to ask for metanoia, 
a change in the way we see things 
and the way we live. to ask christ 
for eyesight is really asking to see 
things from God’s point of view, 
and such a sight will be far from 
comforting. as with James and 
John, the lord Jesus was probing 
deeper here. “Will you use your 
eyesight to do something for God, 
Bartimaeus, or will you let your 
eyes bring you to sin in a way not 
possible when you were blind?” 

to be a christian is to be God’s 
spy. King lear, with the prospect 
of spending his life as a captive 
in an English prison says to his 
daughter cordelia “come, let’s 
away to prison, and take upon’s 
the mystery of things, as if we 
were God’s spies.” (act: 5, scene 
3) the christian sees through 
things, and through people, and 
finds God and His glory. the 
christian knows that what the 
Mass claims is true: “Heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory.” 

there really are only two 
alternatives for the person who 
refuses to live on the surface of 
life: he becomes a cynic, or a 
contemplative. the contemplative 
has a sense of direction, gets up 
out of the ditch, like Bartimaeus, 
comes to christ, and from then 
on, with a sense of a direction in 
his life, sets out on the road to 
do something in a world which 
refuses to see things as they really 
are. to “take upon’s the mystery 
of things, as if we were God’s 
spies.” 

so we are to learn from what 

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Father James 
o’driscoll for being our celebrant 
and preacher for two sundays at the 
end of august and early september. 
He is a very good longtime friend 
of the congregation and we always 
welcome his visits. Fr o’driscoll 
is parochial vicar in Holy Family 
Parish, Rockland. 

Ñ the regular saturday anglican 
Use Mass has resumed after Father 
Bradford’s vacation. Mass is at 
8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar in 
saint theresa of avila Parish, West 
Roxbury. Enter via the pavilion or 
st theresa avenue side doors. on 
saturdays the chapel is in use all 
day for adoration. 

Ñ Parishioners and friends will 
receive every member canvass 
materials during october with a 
request for financial support of our 
program during the coming year. 
this is our only major request for 
funding during the year and we 
appreciate the generosity of many 
so that we may meet our obligations. 
Many thanks for your kind and 
prompt consideration and return of 
our pledge. 

Ñ Respect life sunday is october 
5th. there are details in The Pilot 
regarding events planned for this 

day. in addition, parishioner Eva 
Murphy, who is on the staff of 
Mass citizens for life, will have 
information. 

Ñ confirmation classes for 
adults are offered by the chaplain 
beginning in the fall of the 
year. classes are based on The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
and a syllabus is available. if you 
know someone who is interested 
in learning what the church 
teaches, please issue an invitation 
to attend. there is no obligation, 
and classes may be used for 
continuing education as well. 

Ñ sung Masses are now using 
the Healey Willan Mass setting, 
found as the second communion 
service, numbers 710–713, in The 
Hymnal 1940. 

SAINT LUKE’S DAY
saturday, october 18, 2014

anglican Use Mass at  
8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar in 
saint theresa of avila church, 

West Roxbury.

¶ Saint Luke is often portrayed in 
art with a winged ox because his 
gospel emphasizes the priesthood 
of Christ. The ox is the symbol of 
sacrifice.
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GRoWn-UPs reading The 
Oratory Parish Magazine will 

remember the years of rationing that 
followed the second World War, 
when every ounce of sugar, drop of 
petrol and sheet of paper was held 
to have value. 

How distant that world seems today, 
when almost everything we buy 
comes swathed in layers of packaging 
that is torn off and immediately 
discarded. supermarkets and fast 
food chains consign tons of unsold 
perishables to dustbins every night. 
Public buildings are heated to such 
blistering temperatures that it should 
not surprise us if hospitals become 
incubators for tropical diseases. 

one of the best-known stories of 
wastefulness ever told is the parable 
of the Prodigal son. Having turned 
his back on his family and squandered 
his patrimony on fast living, he finds 
himself in destitution. the foreign 
land in which he takes up residence 
is blighted by famine, so that he is 
reduced to coveting the husks that 
he is employed to feed to swine. 
in the Jewish context in which this 
story was told, we can assume that 
the boy’s proximity to pigs is a sign 
of moral degradation. 

this parable might be read as an 
allegory for the society in which we 
live today. Pope Francis recently 
decried a “throw-away culture” 
which he says has “enslaved the 
hearts and minds of so many.” 

increasing wastefulness with 
material goods in recent decades 
has been accompanied by 
prodigality with the treasures of a 
spiritual patrimony. Many of our 
contemporaries have turned their 

backs on the christian heritage 
on which our civilisation was 
constructed. as a result of this, 
many who on the material level 
have been blessed with an embarras 
de richesses now find themselves 
in a land that has been blighted by 
spiritual and moral famine. 

the parable of the prodigal son 
should give us hope. it is when he 
has hit rock bottom that the boy 
wakes up to the desperation of his 
predicament. in his hunger pangs 
his mind returns to the comforts and 
the security of his father’s house -so 
much so that he resolves to return 
home and to offer himself as a lowly 
servant in the household. 

is our society hurtling towards 
rock bottom? the context for 
the Holy Father’s reflections on 
wastefulness was an audience 
with gynaecologists in the Vatican. 
amongst other casualties of the 
“throw-away culture”, His Holiness 
identified unborn children, and also 
the elderly who are sometimes cast 
aside as if they had passed a sell-by 
date. When human beings, each and 
every one created in God’s image, 
are consigned to the scrap heap in 
their thousands every day, it is hard 
to imagine how much lower there is 
to descend. 

there are indications of an 
increasing awareness of the 
desperation of this predicament. 
the vulgarity and aggression 
that are characteristic of so much 
contemporary culture seem 
to indicate a growing sense of 
dissatisfaction. at the same time there 
are so many signs of good faith and 
a sincere desire to ‘make the world a 

A THROW-AWAY CULTURE  

OUR LADY OF 
THE ROSARY

October 7th

¶ this memorial. established 
by Pope saint Pius V, was in 
thanksgiving for the victory at 
lepanto on october 7, 1571. 

the Mysteries of the Rosary 
contain within them the complete 
history of our salvation as seen 
in the lives of our lord and 
His Mother. in the three last 
mysteries we see an expression 
of the final clauses of the creed: 
the coming of the Holy Ghost 
enables us to think of The Holy 
Ghost and The Holy Catholic 
Church; the assumption of our 
lady of The Forgiveness of Sins, 
and The Resurrection of the Body; 
and the coronation of our lady 
and the Glory of all the saints 
of The Communion of Saints and 
The Life Everlasting. 

in this way we can meditate 
upon the fullness of Redemption, 
summed up in the complete 
history of our lord Jesus christ 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary His 
Mother. 
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better place’. We must never forget 
the essential goodness of humanity 
which, while wounded by original 
sin, has been created by almighty 
God for truth, love, and life eternal. 
Within every man and woman alive 
on this planet today there is a God-
given capacity for expansion and 
holiness. our vocation as christians 
is to recognise this potential in our 
neighbour and to do what we can to 
make it flourish. We know in faith 
that ultimately the only solution to 
the world’s problems is to be found 
in a Person—our lord and saviour 
Jesus christ. 

so the throw-away culture 
presents not only a challenge but 
also a great opportunity. surely 
the circumstances are ideal for us 
to say: “Wake up! Return to your 
Father’s house. there is no need to 
live off these filthy husks that are 
only fit for pigs. a feast has been 
laid out for you at the marriage feast 
of the lamb of God.” 

the Prodigal son, however, is 
blessed with one great advantage. 
the thought of his father’s house 
evokes nostalgia. it is a place that 
conjures up memories of security and 
love. Many of our contemporaries 
do not have any such nostalgia 
for the church. Rather, the image 
that comes to their minds is of the 
abuses of authority and betrayals of 
trust that have soiled the garments 
of the immaculate Bride of christ 
in recent decades. 

this means that we must be patient 
and understanding with those who, 
through no fault of their own, have 
gained a most negative view of the 
church as an institution. to borrow 
the jargon of the spin-doctors, we 
have to ‘detoxify the brand’. it is 

down to us to make the church that 
we love attractive by our holiness. 
We have to demonstrate by the 
peace that is in our hearts and by 
our generosity of spirit that the 
church has something priceless 
to offer to the world today. and 
we have to bear witness to the 
Faith, Hope and charity that are 
within us, so that those who are 
lost will come back to the House 
of our Father. 

the Pope recently described the 
church as a field hospital after 
a battle. When, in the creed, we 
proclaim our belief in a ‘Holy’ 
church, we mean this in much the 
same way that we might describe 
a hospital as ‘healthy’, at least 
when we are talking about the 
church on earth. the church 
is the Mystical Body of christ, 
and she has been endowed with 
everything necessary to make us 
holy, just as a hospital has the 
means to foster health. We do not 
come to Mass expecting to find a 
congregation full of perfect saints 
any more than we expect to find 
the incumbents of hospital beds 
in excellent health. But anyone 
coming into our church should at 
least find humility, kindness, and 
healing. 

at the oratory we have many 
strangers coming to Mass. We 
need to ask ourselves what sort 
of reception they are likely to 
receive. is the worship that we 
pay to our lord in our liturgical 
functions matched by the 
solicitude we extend to Him in 
our neighbour, and especially in 
the disadvantaged? 

We should assume that the young 
woman who does not genuflect 

to the Blessed sacrament and who 
pushes past us with her two unruly 
children, knocking our Missal to 
the floor, has been brought to us by 
God. Perhaps she has not yet been 
baptised, or been to Mass since her 
first Holy communion. Perhaps she 
is a single mother, and is currently 
under unbearable pressure to have 
an abortion to prevent the birth 
of a third child. Her emotions 
on entering the building include 
embarrassment, reluctance and fear. 
But some stirring of divine Grace in 
her heart has given her the courage 
to cross the threshold. 

What will she find? Heaven 
forbid that she should encounter 
the disapproving frown of the elder 
brother in the parable of the Prodigal 
son. May she find in us the merciful 
and loving face of our saviour, and 
through our witness and kindness 
may she come to realise that a life 
lived in christ has a value that is 
beyond price.

the Provost 
¶ This article appeared in the November, 
2013 (Vol 90, No 1110) issue of the 
oratory Parish Magazine, a publication of 
the Brompton (London) Oratory. 

Sunday, November 2, 2014
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Saint Simon and Saint Jude, Apostles
october 28

¶ Feast day is a tuesday this year.

Masses in st. theresa of avila church are at 6:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Mass in st. Mary’s Brookline is at 12:10 p.m.

Collect

O God, we thank thee for the glorious company of the apostles, and 
especially on this day for simon and Jude; and we pray that, as they 

were faithful and zealous in their mission, so we may with ardent devotion 
make known the love and mercy of our lord and savior Jesus christ; who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. amen.

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
saturday, november 1, 2014

¶ In 2014 this is not a holy day of obligation.

anglican Use Mass is at 8:00 a.m. at the Marian altar  
in saint theresa of avila church, West Roxbury.

A NEW KIND OF 
ANGEL

Wishing to form a single creature 
from the two levels of creation—
from both invisible and visible 
nature—the creator logos fashioned 
man. taking a body from the matter 
which he had previously created, 
and placing in it the breath of life 
that comes from himself, which 
scripture terms the intelligent soul 
and the image of God (cf. Gen. 1:27, 
2:7), he formed man as a second 
universe, great in his littleness. He 
set him on earth as a new kind of 
angel, adoring God with both aspects 
of his twofold being, overseer of 
the material creation and initiate 
into the spiritual creation; king of 
all upon earth, but subject to the 
King above; earthly yet heavenly; 
temporal yet immortal; visible yet 
spiritual; midway between majesty 
and lowliness; a single person, yet 

Continued on page 23
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THY WILL BE 
DONE

WE can do notHinG of 
ourselves, either by working 

hard or by making plans, nor is 
it needful that we should. For 
everything else hinders and prevents 
us from saying, Fiat voluntas tua, 
that is, may the lord fulfill his will 
in me, in every way and manner 
which you, my lord, desire. if you 
will do this by means of trials, give 
me strength and let them come. if by 
means of persecutions and sickness 
and dishonor and need, here i am, 
my Father, i will not turn my face 
away from you nor have i the right 
to turn my back upon them. For your 
son gave you this will of mine in 
the name of us all and it is not right 
that i for my part should fail. do you 
grant me the grace of bestowing on 
me your kingdom so that i may do 
your will, since he has asked this of 
me. dispose of me as of that which 
is your own, in accordance with 
your will.  

the more resolute we are in soul 
and the more we show God by our 
actions that the words we use to him 
are not words of mere politeness, 
the more and more does our lord 
draw us to himself and raise us 
above all petty earthly things, and 
above ourselves, in order to prepare 
us to receive great favors from him, 
for his rewards for our service will 
not end with this life.

saint theresa of avila
¶ Saint Theresa (1515-1582) was foundress 
of the reformed (Discalced) Carmelites. 
This excerpt is taken from the Way of 
Perfection, written for nuns. Her feast day 
is October 15th, a Wednesday this year.  

WHy sHoUld WE REFUsE 
to credit the transforming 

power and efficacy of our lord’s 
sacrifice? surely he did not die for 
any common end, but in order to 
exalt man, who was of the dust of 
the field, into heavenly places. He 
did not die to leave him as he was, 
sinful, ignorant, and miserable. He 
did not die to see his purchased 
possession as feeble in good works, 
as corrupt, as poor-spirited, and 
as desponding as before he came. 
Rather, he died to renew him after 
his own image, to make him a 
being he might delight and rejoice 
in, to make him partaker of the 
divine nature, to fill him within 
and without with a flood of grace 
and glory, to pour out upon him gift 
upon gift, and virtue upon virtue, 
and power upon power, each acting 
upon each, and working together 
one and all, till he becomes an angel 
upon earth, instead of a rebel and 
an outcast. He died to bestow upon 
him that privilege which implies or 
involves all others, and brings him 
into nearest resemblance to himself, 
the privilege of intercession. 

christ intercedes above, and he 
intercedes below. Why should he 
linger in the doorway, praying for 
pardon, who has been allowed to 
share in the grace of the lord’s 
passion, to die with him and rise 
again? He is already in a capacity 
for higher things. His prayer 
thenceforth takes a higher range, and 
contemplates not himself merely, 
but others also. He is taken into the 
confidence and counsels of his lord 
and savior. He reads in scripture 
what the many cannot see there, 
the course of his providence, and 

the rules of his government in this 
world. He views the events of history 
with a divinely enlightened eye. He 
sees that a great contest is going on 
among us between good and evil. 
He recognizes in statesmen, and 
warriors, and kings, and people, in 
revolutions and changes, in trouble 
and prosperity, not merely casual 
matters, but instruments and tokens 
of heaven and of hell. thus he is in 
some sense a prophet, not a servant, 
who obeys without knowing his 
lord’s plans and purposes, but even 
a confidential “familiar friend” 
of the only-begotten son of God, 
calm, collected, prepared, resolved, 
serene, amid this restless and 
unhappy world. 

Blessed John Henry newman 
¶ Cardinal Newman (1801-1890), in Msgr 
Knox’s view, was the greatest convert to 
Catholicism since Saint Augustine. His 
commemoration is October 9th. This excerpt 
is taken from a Word in season: Readings 
for the liturgy of the Hours published by 
Augustinian Press. 

ALLOWED TO SHARE IN THE GRACE
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

All Souls’ Day
commemoration of the Faithful departed

Requiem Mass & Sermon
sunday, november 2, 2014

11:30 a.m. 

Vespers of the Dead
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

5:00 p.m. 

Intercession lists for departed loved ones are available in the chapel 
during the month of October. Readers may send in their requests by 
mail.

both spirit and flesh—spirit by grace, 
flesh because of his pride; spirit, that 
he may continue in existence and 
glorify his benefactor; flesh, that he 
may suffer, and through suffering 
may be reminded and chastened when 
he grows conceited because of his 
greatness; a living creature guided in 
this world by God’s providence, and 
then translated to another realm; and, 
as the culmination of the mystery, 
deified through his obedience to 
God. so God in his splendour has 
bound together soul and body; and, 
though he separates them at death, 
he will hereafter bind them together 
again in a yet more exalted way.

st. Gregory of nazianzus
¶ Saint Gregory of Nazianzus (329–390) 
made a great contribution to the shape 
of Trinitarian theology. He is numbered 
as one of the 4th Century Cappadocian 
Fathers and is a Doctor of the Church.

Continued from page 21
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


