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My goodness! 
—Goodness, what beautiful diamonds. 
—Goodness had nothing to do with it, 

dearie. 
Mae West in Night after night. (1932).

our catechisM teaches 
us that God made us so that 

we can ‘know him, love him, and 
serve him in this world and be 
happy with him in the next’. and 
that mainstay of Jesuit spirituality, 
the Principle and Foundation of 
ignatius Loyola sets as its first 
premise much the same theme: «el 
hombre es criado para alabar, hazer 
reuerencia y seruir a Dios nuestro 
señor, y mediante esto salbar su 
ánima.» ‘Man has been created to 
praise, to reverence and serve the 
Lord our God, and through this to 
save his soul.’ 

sin betrays our love of God and 
stands between us and him. Natural 
law, revelation, and the teachings of 
holy Mother the church guide us in 
the knowledge of God and of what 
actions offend him. so thoroughly 
does the awareness of sin permeate 
our christian consciousness that 
it occupies and, by consequence, 
dictates in a primary fashion the 
course of our living: avoid sin, 
avoid temptation, avoid occasions 
of sin. and in our solemn act of 
contrition we usually ‘resolve with 

the help of [God’s] grace to confess 
[our] sins, to do penance, and to 
amend [our lives]’. 

this focus on sin in christian living 
places us on that part of a behavioral 
spectrum characterized by the 
absence of good and the presence 
of evil. to the extent that we have 
sinned, we fail in our love of God 
and do not progress in his service. 
Yet beyond penance lies the call to 
service, as we even ‘earnestly desire’ 
that God so ‘assist us with [his] 
grace that we may … do all such 
good works as [he hath] prepared 
for us to walk in.’ in penitential 
mode we may think upon the things 
‘which we have left undone’, but 
here we need a little nudging, as the 
Johnny Mercer lyrics say, to ‘ac-
cen-tu-ate the positive, e-li-mi-nate 
the negative. Latch on to the af-fir-
ma-tive’. 

For the opposite of vice we find 
in virtue, not that which we must 
avoid (vice) but that which comes 
from strength (virtue). the jump 
from love of God through avoiding 
what offends him in vice to loving 
him through what pleases him lies 
in virtue, and that in turn provides 
for us the key to serving God as we 
ought. 

understand that virtue sits on a 
balance point between two vices 
at the extremes. to take a common 
example, the commendable virtue 
of patriotism, amor patriæ, occupies 
a middle range between the vice 
of treason on the one hand and 
chauvinism at the other extreme. to 
acquire habitually good behavior 
requires divine grace to elevate the 
efforts we bring to bear, and this 
constitutes the direction into which 
we must strike as we move toward 
the ultimate goal of becoming more 
like God. 

Yes, let us hate sin and flee from it, 
and when we fall let us repent and 
weep, but let us be sure to include 
in our penance and to set in our 
daily plan the acquiring of virtuous 
behavior, of moving actions which 
bring us closer to our God. a vigorous 
regimen of prayer, a reasonable 
dose of fasting and therapeutic 
denial of our impulses, and acts 
of generosity out of love can set a 
beginning toward the programmatic 
acquisition of virtue. Where to start? 
Well, consider the two positive 
commandments: Remember thou 
keep holy the Lord’s day; Honor 
thy father and thy mother. Or set 
the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy as a checklist. any confessor 
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or spiritual director will happily 
discuss alternatives to ‘three hail 
Marys’. But in any case, let us set 
our eyes on goodness and virtue 
as how we cap off that trinity of 
knowing, loving and serving, 
namely with true service. 

God give us grace at this time, 
and, sorry, Mae West, goodness 
has everything to do with it.
¶ The Revd. Dcn. Michael Connolly 
teaches linguistics in Boston College 
and serves as Archdeacon at Holy Cross 
Armenian Catholic Church in Belmont. 
He assists frequently in the Anglican 
Use. His most recent contribution to 
contra Mundum was in April 2014.

The Feast of All 
saints

saturday, November 1, 2014

anglican use Mass is at 8:00 
a.m. at the Marian altar in 

saint theresa of avila church 
in West roxbury.

In 2014 All Saints’ Day is not 
a Holy Day of Obligation.

do noT soRT oUT 
god’s LoVe And 

HoLIness

What happeNs when we 
die? God is the great mystery. 

But thanks to the recorded history 
of his revelation to us, two of the 
attributes of almighty God are well 
known to us: his love, and his 
holiness. his love is great, because it 
knows no bounds. and his holiness 
is terrifying, because sinfulness is 
annihilated in his presence. 

But the love and holiness of God 
are in complete harmony in the holy 
trinity. We must not play off one 
against the other, as if almighty God 
has mood swings and bad days. the 
disciples had seen demonstrations 
of the great love of God incarnate, 
and as time passed they appreciated 
and understood more and more of 
the great holiness as well. so one 
day this led them to wonder, “Lord, 
will only a few people be saved?” 

in the gospel Jesus does not give 
an answer yes or no. he says “strive 
to enter.” Be about the business of 
holiness of life. and while christ 
says that people will come from all 
over the map to recline at the table 
in the Kingdom of heaven, and that 
in some cases the last shall be first, 
nevertheless, Jesus warns with vivid 
elaboration, that for some souls 
there will come a moment when it is 
too late. the door will be shut. 

that is the message we must 
proclaim while we live. Not all 
catholics will be saved. Not all non-
catholics will be shut out. We are 
not meant to sort out God’s love and 
holiness. We are meant to follow 
christ in all godly living. and in his 

catholic church he has promised 
us the grace to do so. 

But what can we do for the dead? 
November is the month of holy 
souls. and holy church tells us 
there are three things we can do 
for them still. We can pray for 
them. Jesus must have prayed for 
the dead. We say that because he 
took part in the temple services, 
where prayers were regularly 
offered for the departed. the 
church bids us this month to 
pray for the faithful departed in 
general, for clergy, for our parents 
and friends, and for those who 
have died during the past year. 
November isn’t the only time to 
do this. November is meant as a 
focus, and as a reminder to pray 
for the departed at all times. 

secondly, we can help holy souls 
by good works and almsgiving. 
We are permitted to do for them 
what they neglected to do for 
themselves and now cannot do. 
But they can benefit from our 
good works done on their behalf. 
saint augustine and saint John 
chrysostom can give you some 
good advice on this matter. 

third, and most important, we 
can offer the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass for holy souls. the offering 
of christ is for the dead as well 
as the living, for all souls live to 
him. We do this at every Mass, 
of course, but in a requiem Mass 
the church pleads the benefits of 
christ’s sacrifice for the special 
intentions of the holy souls. 
We do that on all souls’ Day as 
a congregation of the universal 
church. But it is an obligation 
of catholic charity to see to it 
that Mass is offered for our own 
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kinsfolk on the day of their death or 
funeral or on their birthday. 

Because christ’s church is one, 
the departed are perfected leaning 
on our prayers, in ways that pass 
our understanding. For the Lord has 
willed it so, that we be aided one by 
the other. 

Father Bradford 
¶This sermon was preached at Solemn 
Requiem Mass on All Souls’ Day in 2003. 

“The MOst hOLY 
church of the Lateran, 

the mother and head of all the 
churches of the city and the world!” 
those words, in Latin, greet every 

pilgrim entering through the front 
door of the archbasilica of saint 
John Lateran in rome, and clearly 
proclaim the Lateran’s significance 
in christianity. 
head and Mother. the Lateran is 

the mother of every chµrch edifice 
because it was the first christian 
basilica in history; it is the head, 
because rome, the see of saint 
peter, is the principal local church 
in the world, and the Lateran is the 
principal church of the Diocese 
of rome. the Lateran, not saint 
peter’s, is the pope’s cathedral, 

where his cathedra, the chair 
symbolic of his teaching authority 
rests. the Lateran, not the Vatican, 
is where the popes resided for 
the first millennium of legalized 
christianity. 
this is the reason why on 

November 9 all the members of 
the daughter churches throughout 
the world celebrate the feast of 
the dedication of their head and 
Mother. saint John Lateran is, we 
can loosely say, the cathedral of the 
world. 

Father roger J. Landry 
¶ This excerpt is from an article published 
in Magnificat magazine. Father Landry is 
a priest of the Diocese of Fall River. The 
Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica is Sunday, November 9th. 

THe CATHedRAL oF THe 
WoRLd 

FInAL 
IMPenITenCe Is A 

PossIBILITy 

the prOtestaNt reJec-
tiON OF purGatOrY (and 

prayer for the dead) is seen by 
catholicism as based on a mistaken 
interpretation of the mediation of 
christ. christ’s mediation of human 
salvation is indeed unique and all-
sufficient, but it is not separated from 
the prayer of his church. the head 
and the body are one, and the head’s 
glory as savior is the greater in that 
he encourages the body to share in 
the communication to the whole 
human mass of the effects of his 
redeeming work. What the Lord has 
done for us in his mighty salvation 
he grants to us to do ourselves. 
the continuum of life in christ is 
more primary than the biological 
continuum. as sharers, in via, of 
the life of christ who called himself 
“the way,” we (super)naturally wish 
both to pray for the holy souls and 
to seek their prayers. 

the eternity of hell is for the 
church a consequence of human 
inward obduracy. it springs from 
one aspect of the essence of 
freedom, which is the possibility, 
while we are yet wayfarers, of a 

constant revision of our decisions. 
eternity is in this perspective the 
definitive achievement of history. 
“the just God is ‘active’ in the 
punishment of hell only in so far 
as he does not release man from 
the reality of the definitive state 

which man himself has achieved 
on his own behalf, contradictory 
though this state be to the world of 
God’s creation.” in Matthew 25:31-
46, the parable of the last judgment, 
whereas at their encounter with the 
son of Man, the good go to a place 
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Our every Member canvass is 
underway. please send in your 
pledge of financial support for the 
program of the congregation during 
the coming year. Many thanks.

intended for them, thus fulfilling 
their destiny, the bad go to a place 
never intended for human beings 
at all. this parable reflects other 
parables of Jesus, of which Mark 
9:43-45 may stand as representative. 
here, just as the refusal to amputate 
a diseased limb may result in the 
corruption of the whole body, so the 
refusal of self-denial may result in 
the total corruption and dissolution 
of the personality. Jesus evidently 
believed final impenitence to be 
a possibility: it is possible to lose 
the capacity for seeking truth, for 
recognizing justice and mercy. But 
equally clearly, Jesus believed that 
all were capable of salvation: the 
“many” of Mark 10:45 does not 
mean “not all” (cf. 1 tim 3:5-6). 

the catholic church does not in 
fact pronounce either on who may 
be damned or even on whether 
the category “the damned” 
contains any human individuals 
at all. Neither, however—as the 
affirmation of the real possibility of 
hell demonstrates—does she teach 
universalism. in this ambivalence 
(not contradiction) her teaching 
reflects the witness of the New 
testament itself. thus paul, for 
example, sometimes speaks of 
all creation as coming to a glad 
acknowledgment of God, and at 
other times doubts his own salvation 
(as in rom 9:27). Yet some would 
hold that it is precisely because God 
will not torture us or violate our 
personalities that he is bound in the 
end to break down our resistance. 
Over against the more usual 
interpretation of christ’s descent 
into sheol in 1 peter 3, namely 
that he made his proclamation to 
those who long ago had refused 
obedience, giving them a second 

chance of salvation, Balthasar 
revived Nicholas of cusa’s 
notion, sharpened by Luther, that 
christ endured the torments of 
the lost, thus, in principle—or so 
one might argue—annihilating 
hell by redeeming it via his own 
atoning work—a speculation hard 
to reconcile with the doctrinal 
tradition’s firm stand against any 
presumption of exceptionless 
salvation. 

the lesson of hell is not the 
cruelty of God, but, rather, the 
awful responsibility of human 
freedom, and the darkness and 
agony into which our daily acts 
may be insensibly leading us. the 
doctrine of hell warns us of the 
horror of life without God and the 
torture a daily turning from light 
to darkness will bring. hell is the 
self-made judgment whereby we 
confirm the inherent outcome of 
a refusal to remain and grow in 
divine friendship. 

Father aidan Nichols, Op
¶Father Nichols is an English Dominican 
priest. This extract is from his book 
epiphany: a theological introduction to 
catholicism published by The Liturgical 
Press in 1996.

AngLICAn Use 
MAss

every saturday at 8:00 a.m.
saint theresa of avila church, 

West roxbury

THe WoRLd’s 
MIssIng WoMen

IN 1990, the economist amartya 
sen published an essay in The 

New York Review of Books with a 
bombshell title: “More than 100 
Million Women are Missing.” his 
subject was the wildly off-kilter sex 
ratios in india, china and elsewhere 
in the developing world. to explain 
the numbers, sen invoked the 
“neglect” of third-world women, 
citing disparities in health care, 
nutrition and education. he also 
noted that under china’s one-child 
policy, “some evidence exists of 
female infanticide.”

the essay did not mention 
abortion.
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twenty years later, the number of 
“missing” women has risen to more 
than 160 million, and a journalist 
named Mara hvistendahl has given 
us a much more complete picture of 
what’s happened. her book is called 
Unnatural Selection: Choosing Boys 
Over Girls, and the Consequences 
of a World Full of Men. as the 
title suggests, hvistendahl argues 
that most of the missing females 
weren’t victims of neglect. they 
were selected out of existence, by 
ultrasound technology and second-
trimester abortion.

the spread of sex-selective 
abortion is often framed as a simple 
case of modern science being 
abused by patriarchal, misogynistic 
cultures. patriarchy is certainly part 
of the story, but as hvistendahl points 
out, the reality is more complicated 
— and more depressing.

thus far, female empowerment 
often seems to have led to more 
sex selection, not less. in many 
communities, she writes, “women 
use their increased autonomy to 
select for sons,” because male 
offspring bring higher social status. 
in countries like india, sex selection 
began in “the urban, well-educated 
stratum of society,” before spreading 
down the income ladder.

Moreover, Western governments 
and philanthropic institutions have 
their fingerprints all over the story 
of the world’s missing women.

From the 1950s onward, asian 
countries that legalized and then 
promoted abortion did so with vocal, 
deep-pocketed american support. 
Digging into the archives of groups 
like the rockefeller Foundation 
and the international planned 
parenthood Federation, hvistendahl 

depicts an unlikely alliance between 
republican cold warriors worried 
that population growth would fuel 
the spread of communism and left-
wing scientists and activists who 
believed that abortion was necessary 
for both “the needs of women” and 
“the future prosperity — or maybe 
survival — of mankind,” as the 
planned parenthood federation’s 
medical director put it in 1976.

For many of these antipopulation 
campaigners, sex selection was 
a feature rather than a bug, since 
a society with fewer girls was 
guaranteed to reproduce itself at 
lower rates.

hvistendahl’s book is filled with 
unsettling scenes, from abandoned 
female fetuses littering an indian 
hospital to the signs in chinese 
villages at the height of the one-
child policy’s enforcement. (“You 
can beat it out! You can make it 
fall out! You can abort it! But you 
cannot give birth to it!”) the most 
disturbing passages, though, are the 
ones that depict self-consciously 
progressive Westerners persuading 
themselves that fewer girls might be 
exactly what the teeming societies 
of the third world needed.

Over all, “unnatural selection” 
reads like a great historical detective 
story, and it’s written with the 
sense of moral urgency that usually 
accompanies the revelation of some 
enormous crime.

But what kind of crime? this is the 
question that haunts hvistendahl’s 
book, and the broader debate over 
the vanished 160 million.

the scale of that number evokes 
the genocidal horrors of the 20th 
century. But notwithstanding 

the depredations of the chinese 
politburo, most of the abortions 
were (and continue to be) uncoerced. 
the american establishment helped 
create the problem, but now it’s 
metastasizing on its own: the 
population-control movement is a 
shadow of its former self, yet sex 
selection has spread inexorably with 
access to abortion, and sex ratios are 
out of balance from central asia 
to the Balkans to asian-american 
communities in the united states.

this places many Western liberals, 
hvistendahl included, in a distinctly 
uncomfortable position. their own 
premises insist that the unborn 
aren’t human beings yet, and that 
the right to an abortion is nearly 
absolute. a self-proclaimed agnostic 
about when life begins, hvistendahl 
insists that she hasn’t written “a 
book about death and killing.” But 
this leaves her struggling to define 
a victim for the crime that she’s 
uncovered.

it’s society at large, she argues, 
citing evidence that gender-
imbalanced countries tend to 
be violent and unstable. it’s the 
women in those countries, she 
adds, pointing out that skewed sex 
ratios are associated with increased 
prostitution and sex trafficking.

these are important points. But the 
sense of outrage that pervades her 
story seems to have been inspired 
by the missing girls themselves, not 
the consequences of their absence.

here the anti-abortion side has it 
easier. We can say outright what’s 
implied on every page of “unnatural 
selection,” even if the author can’t 
quite bring herself around.

the tragedy of the world’s 160 
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sHoRT noTes
Ñ eastern standard time resumes 
November 2nd. set your clocks 
BacK one hour saturday night.

Ñ advent sunday is November 
30th. it marks the beginning of a 
new church year. advent sunday is 
nearest st andrew’s Day (which is 
always November 30th). andrew is 
the “introducer to christ.” We begin 
Year B of the sunday lectionary, 
featuring many readings from st 
Mark’s Gospel. Daily Mass readings 
are Year One. 

Ñ there are no takers at the 
present time for confirmation 
class. classes are offered with 
the chaplain for study leading up 
to confirmation. topics are taken 
from The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church and a syllabus is available.

 Ñ Now is the time to order advent 
devotional books, advent wreath 
candles, and calendars. We will have 
the Magnificat Advent Companion 
available for purchase as well as Fr. 
stravinskas’ fine book of devotional 
reading for the season.

Ñ the Most revd. John p. Boles 
departed this life on October 9, 
2014. he was a Boston priest and 
educator and served as headmaster 
of st sebastian’s school, pastor 
of st paul’s church, cambridge, 
and catholic chaplain to students 
in harvard university. he was 
consecrated Bishop in 1992 and 

served as an auxiliary bishop of 
Boston, with oversight of the 
central region of the Diocese, 
from 1992 until his retirement in 
2006. he presided and preached at 
services of our congregation in its 
early days. May he rest in peace. 

Ñ Many thanks to steve cavanaugh 
for doing the cooking at our parish 
picnic held on september 28th, 
and for his hosting the various 
receptions, mostly after sunday 
evensongs, during the year.

million missing girls isn’t that 
they’re “missing.” the tragedy is 
that they’re dead.

ross Douthat
¶ This op-ed piece by columnist Ross 
Douthat was published in the New York 
times on June 27, 2011.

THe FeAsT oF oUR LoRd 
JesUs CHRIsT THe KIng

sunday, November 23, 2014
procession, solemn Mass & sermon

11:30 a.m.

solemn evensong & Benediction
preacher: Fr. romanus cessario, Op

5:00 p.m.
A reception will follow this service.

¶ Father Cessario is Professor of Systematic Theology in Saint John’s 
Seminary, Brighton, and Senior Editor of Magnificat magazine. He has 
been our preacher and also a weekend retreat leader for our parish. 
His visits to us are always welcome.

MARy Is THe 
FooTPRInT 

oNe OF Our LaDY’s titLes 
is Queen of Martyrs. We know 

that she did not physically die a 
martyr. We also know that there is 
a white martyrdom, which describes 
those who suffer on account of the 
cross of christ, and those who 
resolutely resist temptations and 
follow the moral road at great cost. 
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The Congregation 
of Saint Athanasius

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind church.)

Sundays  11:30 a.m.   
Sung Mass 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

Rectory: 
767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 
http://www.locutor.net

When we remember that Blessed 
Mary had no further visits from the 
angel after the annunciation, she 
had to rear her Divine son with her 
only guide, the observance of the 
Jewish religious law. her life is a 
magnificent example of obedience 
to religious authority. the example 
of Mary is a footprint for you and me 
to follow on our journey to heaven. 
Just as she obeyed the religious 
authority of her day, so, too, you 
and i must obey the authority of her 
son’s church. 

But Mary’s complete consecration 
to almighty God, and her faithful 
following of the Jewish religious 
law, did not exempt her from the 
pains and difficulties of life. there 
was the initial doubt in Joseph’s 
mind of her maternity. there was 
the trip to Bethlehem in the last 
days of pregnancy, and the flight 
into egypt. there was a life of basic 
subsistence in Nazareth. When 
her son grew up, he was opposed 
by the pharisees and betrayed by 
Judas, and these things wounded 
her mother’s heart. Yet try as we 
might, we can find no evidence that 
in Mary’s heart there was ever a 
moment of resentment or protest or 
condemnation of others. the only 
true right of a soul consecrated to 
God is that of letting itself be used 
and consumed for the glory of God. 
that is what Mary did. 

Mary was and is the Mother of 
God. in a special way we cannot 
fully experience, she of all human 
beings is closest to his Divine 
nature while still remaining mortal. 
she knew that if almighty God 
allowed her to suffer it was for a 
reason. her example is the way 
we must go. if we have to suffer 
physically, mentally, or spiritually, 

we must like Mary accept this as 
a sign of God’s love, which brings 
rewards we could not achieve in 
any other way. 

the presentation of Mary is a 
remembrance of the fact that Our 
Blessed Lady was obedient to 
the religious law. she practiced 
what she preached about her 
son at cana when she said, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” her life, 
consecrated to God, was obedient 
even under sufferings. all she did 
pleased the Lord. so she is our 
model, our hope, and the cause of 
our joy. 

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St. 
Theresa of Avila Church on the Feast of 
the Presentation of Mary, November 21, 
2007. The observance falls on a Friday 
this year. 

thursday, November 27, 2014
solemn Mass & sermon 

at 10:30 a.m.

In THeIR oWn 
WoRds

the saints in each generation, 
joined to those who have gone 
before, and filled like them with 
light, become a golden chain, in 
which each saint is a separate 
link, united to the next by faith 
and works and love. so in the 
one God they form a single 
chain, which cannot quickly be 
broken.

st. symeon the New theologian
¶St. Symeon (a.d. 949-1022) was a poet 
who embodied the mystical tradition. 
He is one of three saints to have been 
given the title of theologian (the others 
are St. John the Apostle and St. Gregory 
Nazianzen).
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Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

St. Lawrence Church, 774 Boylston Street 
(Route 9).
Park in the church parking lot behind the Church, 
off of Reservoir Rd.
Directions by Car:  From the North or South:  
Route 128 to Route 9. At signal for Reservoir 
Road, take right; Church parking lot is a short 
distance on left. 
From Boston:  From Stuart/Kneeland St., turn left 
onto Park Plaza. Drive for 0.2 miles. Park Plaza 
becomes St James Avenue. Drive for 0.3 miles. 
Turn slight left onto ramp. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go 
straight on Route-9. Drive for 3.5 miles. Turn left 
onto Heath Street. Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight 
on Reservoir Road. Drive for 0.1 miles. Parking 
lot is on your right.
Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station board Bus #60, which stops in 
front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is a 
15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station 
on the Green Line C-branch.


